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painting bought by the Prime Minister. Also there is a review of her new book
“Steaming Through the Chilterns-and thereabouts”. Sarah Dawson’s jobs for
the garden will get you motivated and shows some stunning pictures. Thereis a
lot more to read and | hope you enjoy.Please look out for YB tweets on
@Yourberkhamsted. Do get in touch if there are any ideas or stories you may
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And please give us your feedback on the features.
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Rambles from Berkhamsted by Julian Dawson

Did you know that effective monitor-
ing of slow-speed rotating industrial
applications, such as wind power
generation and hydro-electric tur-
bines, is critical? Sensonics Ltd of
Northbridge Road certainly do. Ac-
cording to machinebuilding.net, Sen-
sonics, produces the equipment
which measures low-speed machin-
ery helping to ensure machinery and
plant are functioning at optimal lev-
els. It is perhaps intriguing to know
that right on our doorstep we have
the leading UK manufacturer of sen-
sors and systems for on-site vibration
monitoring. Stop tittering at the
back! The company was founded in
1972, so is approaching 50 years, and
also produces seismic monitoring
devices and equipment for the nucle-
ar industry.

This month’s guest en.wikipedia.org
entry is for the village of Hellidon in
Northamptonshire. This civil parish
was linked to Berkhamsted in the
twelfth century when it was recorded
within its fee. The fees were often
lands or revenue-producing real
property held in feudal land tenure:
these are typically known as fiefs

or fiefdoms. Fee originated from Mid-
dle English, and later became more
commonly known as fief possibly due
to the influence of the French verb
fiever —or to grant in fee. The Book of
Fees, or Liber Feodorum, was a listing
of feudal landholdings of fief.

dailymail.co.uk explains how a tracker
app on a stolen i-Pad led to the suc-
cessful prosecution of four Polish bur-
glars who raided houses in the south
east, including Little Gaddesden. They
commuted from Poland to carry out
the well organised heists at well-
heeled homes communicating via
walkie-talkies so as not to be compro-
mised by mobile phone signals. Ra-
ther melodramatically the judge said
that "It has been said an Englishman's
home is his castle and the courts are
here to protect those homes from
people like you." It isn’t known what
a Polish person’s home is known as,
or indeed whether the homeowners
were indeed English, or men.

planetradio.co.uk reports on what we
have all been ordering via Deliveroo
during the Pandemic — and thus keep-
ing our local restaurants going whilst
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Preparation, Maths
and English tuition.

L www.penandinktuition.co.uk )

Eleven Plus Test |

Holiday courses available.
Tuition failored to suit your child's
learning needs, 5 :
after school and

on Saturdays.

25 High Street, Chesham, Bucks HP5 1BG
01494 773300

THE OLD PASTURES ﬂ
LUXURY ACCOMMODATION FOR DOGS
Ieknield Farm, Icknield Way,
Tring, Herts HP23 4JX

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog

Only 8 large kennels giving your dog the

extra care and attention they deserve. All

dogs are walked twice a day.
Holiday homes for small animals.

DoG GROOMING

BATHING, CLIPPING, TRIMMING, HAND-
STRIPPING, NAILS AND EARS. WEEKEND
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE. EASY WALK

IN, NON-SLIP SHOWER IDEAL FOR
OLDER AND BIGGER DOGS. WE CAN
CATER FOR ANY SIZE DOG.
EASY PARKING.

FOR AN APPOINTMENT FOR GROOMING
OR KENNELLING PLEASE CALL.

01442 824856

/. e WillKimberley
3 ’ Garden Services
01442 255784

* Grass cutting

* Hedge trimming

* Patios cleaned

* Gutters cleared

* All cuttings and
clippings removed

* Referencesavailable

Why not phone for a quote?

e 50 pius A

» Plumnbing » Electical » Handyman ﬂppllancs
+ Decorating » Gardening » Home Improvamant
+ General Maintenance & More

Assurance Care

» Sensor box o manilar
activity vl of your
eldesty relative from
wour mobile

» Mon-intrusive, no

Camers, No-voce 1 Delects movement,

recording temperatue &
Fasmidity
Assurance
» System leams

care : expacted data &

naotifies excaptions

» Agsists in maintaining indepandence
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we can’t visit in person. Deliveroo has
been in the town for four years now
and marked the occasion by revealing
our favourites. Top of the list was Gig-
gling Squid’s Sticky Chicken, followed
at number two by the St Peter’s
Cheeseburger from the Meating
Room, and then the Margarita pizza
from Pizza Express. Seventeen other
Berkhamsted establishments are on
the app. Best not place your order at
8.22 on a Friday evening — that’s the
busiest time apparently.

From food to drink. hemeltoday.co.uk
reports on the top Dacorum pubs in
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the 2021 Good Beer Guide, marking
50 years of the Campaign for Real
Ale. Those in Berkhamsted are The
Bull which we featured in an earlier
issue of YB following its makeover,
and the Rising Sun a regular haunt of
many of our readers. Worth trying a
little further afield are the Monk’s Inn
at Hemel, which is the town’s first
micropub. The White Lion in Apsley
boasts frequently changing ales. The
Bell Inn in Bovingdon has particularly
good food to go with its beer. All we
need now is for them to be open
again!

Gigegling Sq-ui(l

Drawings of Berkhamsted by Jenni Cator
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MOONFLOWER
HousTIiIcS

NOW SELLING
HEMPWORX

LISA HANNABY
HOLISTIC & SPIRITUAL THERAPIST
07912 874214
Rahanni Celestial Healing
Angelic Reiki, Crystal Healing Therapy
www.moonflower-holistics.co.uk
facebook.com/moonflowerholistics




CHAMPNEYS

BEAUTY COLLEGE

Champneys Beauty College offers courses in Beauty and Massage for School Leavers and Career Changers as well as further training for
Qualified Therapists undertaken in the stunning grounds of Champneys, Tring.

We offer flexible study options including courses at weekends and in school hours, with opportunities for employment at
Champneys on completion. We also offer treatments in our college salon.

TR gl

To find out more or book an open day visit champneyscollege.com or call 01442 291333 @

tfeenTutors»

Still looking for a tutor?
We've got the answer with our online tutoring!

We are an exciting new online tutoring service based in Berkhamsted, specialising
in maths and the sciences for years 7 to 11. What makes us special is our tutors —
all outstanding A-level students waiting to tutor your teen in a safe online
environment - and our superb customer care - it's really important to us that

you are happy with our service.

Visit us today at www.teentutorsuk.com

or email us at admin@teentutorsuk.com
or give us a call on 01442 913159.




A NEW AWAKENING - SPRING IS HERE

As | write, cro-
cuses and
daffodils are
coming into
bloom. Cherry
blossom and
the pure white
of blackthorn
brighten our streets and hedgerows -
all signs of a new awakening. At the
end of March, we put our clocks for-
ward an hour, signs of a more promis-
ing summer season and a new begin-
ning. As more of the people of
Berkhamsted and elsewhere receive
the Covid vaccine there are hopes of
the relaxation of restrictions and we
begin to look forward and perhaps to
plan.

In Berkhamsted, will the Graham
Greene International Festival take
place as it has now for many years,
except for last year? Will Berkham-
sted Town Hall and Berkhamsted
School open their doors once more to
visitors from all over the world? Will
travel once more be possible for visi-
tors from abroad without the re-
strictions of quarantine?

If foreign visitors cannot come, will
the Heritage Open Days take place in
September as they did in 2020, albeit
in a different form, using methods of
modern technology? As we are plan-
ning tours and visits for this year’s

Heritage Open Days we try, as in eve-
ry year, to introduce new tours to
make variety for those who support
HODs year after year. We try to bring
the hidden history of Berkhamsted’s
rich heritage to those who yearn to
find out more of Berkhamsted and
especially to those who thought they
had no interest in Berkhamsted'’s
past. Remember - HODs are free.
There is no charge. One does not
need to be a member of the History
Society. HODs are open to all. Learn
of the flourishing industry of the Port
of Berkhamsted. How very different
was the canal of those days when tim-
ber was unloaded and even boats
were built and launched from
wharves. At the Boat or Crystal Palace
pub, or the Rising Sun, sustenance
was provided to a very different clien-
tele from that of today. These ca-
nalside pubs met the needs of those
seeking sustenance from their work
on the canal and the social needs of
the local community. Unfortunately,
the Dacorum Borough Council sees
the supply of yet more housing plus
no doubt more cars as of greater ben-
efit to the community and the chance
of an additional base for the heritage
of Berkhamsted is lost. No doubt the
familiar facade of the Crystal Palace
with its original glass panels remi-
niscent of the majestic building of its
well-known prototype will also be
altered beyond recognition and the



memories of the little cottage, Poets’
Corner which once stood alongside
will be lost for ever. The Crystal Pal-
ace is included on the tour of
Berkhamsted’s historic town centre
not only for itself but also for its prox-
imity to the first railway station
opened in 1837, remains of which are
still visible in the brickwork of the
little bridge. This also explains why
the name Station Road ends where it
does, and Lower Kings Road starts so
far back. Lower Kings Road was built
for the new commuters of the west-
ern end of Berkhamsted who object-
ed to having to access the new rail-

way station by means of Castle Street.

The cost was met by public subscrip-
tion, two houses demolished, and a
more direct access was provided to
the new station. This road also pro-
vided an additional road on which
shops could be developed. Meek’s
stables at the station end of the road
were probably already established
before the road to the station but the
solid building of Stationmaster’s
house was there. If you are slowed
down by the heavy traffic or walking
by, cast your eyes upwards after pass-
ing Greene Lane and decipher the
ghost writing on the wall, advertising
Victorias for hire. Meek’s was a flour-
ishing business before the horses
were needed for military use in WWI
and it was overtaken by the age of
the motor car.

Any guided tour of Berkhamsted’s
historic town centre must highlight

the treasures of Castle Street where
once there were so many pubs, of
which some traces still remain. The
Castle Hotel met the needs of those
arriving at the new railway station
whilst others requiring a drink before
taking the train to London or Birming-
ham would stop at the Railway Tav-
ern, of which, on investigation, an
unusual trace remains hidden close
by. Twice a day, frequenters of Castle
street would see Stupples Dairies
driving their cattle to the dairy in Cas-
tle Street to be milked, an indication
that Berkhamsted was until recently a
country town. Let’s hope an indica-
tion of those days will not be lost for
ever in unsympathetic granting of
planning applications.

In addition to the cattle grazed near
the Castle, Stupples had a creamery in
Lower Kings Road. Look for the col-
oured tiles to maintain coolness for
the dairy products. Long term resi-
dents of Berkhamsted will remember
the jeweller and watch repair shop
close to the corner of Lower Kings
Road, de Lisle’s. We are constantly
reminded of their presence by the
little clock tower, of which the re-
sponsibility for its maintenance rests
with the Town Council. How and why
was this created, is yet another
strange tradition of Berkhamsted’s
past.

Cont page 10



Opposite the clock tower is the flower
shop, only a slight variation from the
well-established greengrocer’s which
stood for many years run by genera-
tions of the same family so that it be-
came known as Pike’s Corner. On the
corner opposite the clock tower is the
building with its very distinctive brick
work. Now Barclays, which like other
banks in Berkhamsted, as elsewhere,
is fighting for its existence. This part
of the High Street is the area of banks
where through the years they have
repeatedly changed their names as
they have merged. Midland Bank of
fond memory is now HSBC but Lloyds
has retained its name and stood its
ground but where is the National Pro-
vincial and the Westminster Bank?
The old Bourne School became the
Britannia Building Society, only to be
swallowed up by the Co-operative
Building Society, but even that is no
more. It has become a restaurant, but
will it survive the Pandemic and open
its doors again?

We should move on past Dickman’s
fine chemist’s shop, casting our eyes
over the road to the Sayer’s Alms-
houses which have stood the test of
time where poor widows lived thanks
to the grant from John Sayer, chief
cook to Charles Il. Although we can-
not wine and dine as well as Samuel
Pepys did with John Sayer in the 17
century we can, if regulations allow
indulge ourselves in the fare of a vast
selection of restaurants in the vicini-
ty. Will the Highway Man and other
restaurants open their doors just as
the trees and shrubs open their buds
with the new awakening of spring?
We do not know and can only hope
as we enjoy the historic treasures of
our ancient town.

Jenny Sherwood

lottery fund

LOTTERY FUNDED
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Abbeyfield

Hempstead) Society Limited
Independent but unhappy living alone?

Abbeyfield provide very sheltered houses at
Potten End
Hemel Hempstead
Leverstock Green
For further information contact:
Mrs Susan Pullen 01442 217578

Registered Charity No. 262424, Registered Office 175 High St. Berkhamsted

The Abbeyfield (Berkhamsted and Hemel

PETER D HANNABY
Painter and Decorator

Interior and exterior
work undertaken.

For competitive
quotations
please call:

mbl: 07765 250092
home: 01442 288956

T.A. LINGARD
MOTORS

BILLET LANE
BERKHAMSTED
Tel: Berkhamsted 871911

m WELDING

m SERVICING

m BREAKDOWN
RECOVERY

m BODY REPAIRS

Berkhamsted
Carpet Cleaning
Ltd

carpets

oriental rugs
upholstery

- residential & commercial
: professional - good value
» fully insured

David Green
01442 876622
0788 405 8795

Berkhamsted
Herts HP4 3JE

berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

Berkhamsted
Oven Cleaning
Ltd

complete valet service for

all ovens, hobs
and extractors

« professional - good value
- fully insured

David Green
01442 876622
0788 405 8795

Berkhamsted
Herts HP4 3JE

berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk
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Observations by Dennis Furnell (The Natureman)

What with the virus and lockdown,
the countryside has provided a
much needed escape for a great
many people. Footpaths, formerly
trodden by a few dozen pairs of
feet have been inundated and tak-
en on the aspect of major muddy
trackways bearing the imprint of
all manner of shoes and boots. In
the long term, this has to be a
good sign. Some town dwellers
have often felt uneasy in the coun-
tryside, perhaps a bit out of their
depth, but C-19 has dragged us,
sometimes unwillingly, into a year-
long period of country walks and
the unbuilt environment has be-
gun to feel more comfortable, a
place where we are all welcome
and feel less alien. Somewhere to
be explored with curiosity and de-
light.

An English spring is a beautiful
thing; and we are fortunate in hav-
ing Berkhamsted Common and
Ashridge right on our doorstep giv-
ing us the opportunity to enjoy
this lovely season in all its glory.
The swathes of bluebells that car-
pet the woodlands are a joy, in-
deed they are some of the finest in
the whole country.

12

The British bluebell (and I’'m being
specific here as there are other
varieties) is a unique species, a
product of our geographic place-
ment on the planet. The British
Isles lie in the path of the Gulf
Stream, a current of warm sea wa-
ter, heated in the tropical Atlantic
Ocean, that flows northwards
where it loses its warmth and
sinks down to return from whence
it came and repeat the happy cy-
cle. The result of this circulation is
somewhat like a warm scarf en-
folding itself around our Islands,
gifting us with a climate out of
place with our geographical posi-
tion which, by all that is logical,
should be on a par with the cli-
mate of Scandinavia. Fortunately,
this benign current brings warm
damp air to much of the UK, thus
creating the perfect growing con-
ditions for many of our native
plants, especially bluebells.

Bluebells are woodland plants, as
are most of our native flora. How-
ever, past and, to a certain extent,
present land management would
appear to be negatively inclined
towards woodland. Of course, in
the distant past we used trees to



make farm equipment, and war-
ships and furniture - the bee-
chwoods around High Wycombe
were used for this. In more recent
times we have felled woodland to
make way for roads and railways
and a burgeoning population. In
consequence we have lost much of
our ancient woodland and have
less than other European Coun-
tries.

Perhaps, now we have been forced
by virus and circumstance to ven-
ture out into the countryside more
often we will better appreciate
how beautiful it is; how wonderful
are the bluebells and, hopefully,
persuade our legislators to treas-
ure and restore our environmental
birth right.

Picture: Bluebells by Dennis Furnell
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OUR CLERGY

During Lent a
group of us
from St Pe-
ter’s, were
reflecting on
our experi-
ences of the
past twelve
months, and
what we’ve learnt from this year of
pandemic. In our final discussion, we
turned our thoughts to the future,
and what changes we’ve made to our
lives that we might in fact want to
hold on to.

Prior to the first lockdown of March
last year, occasions when | sat to eat
meals with my wife and two children
were pretty much restricted to week-
ends. However, over the course of
our various lockdowns, family
mealtimes have become the norm
rather than the exception, and its
been something that we’ve all en-
joyed. | know it won’t be possible to
continue this pattern when Susie joins
the ranks of commuters at Berkham-
sted Station, but | hope our experi-
ence will make us give shared
mealtimes a priority which it hasn’t
always had in the past.

It feels like there’s a real sense of ex-
pectation in the air, and that many
people are beginning to look to the
future with a new confidence. We can
begin to imagine what that future

14

might look like and make plans: cer-
tainly, I'm beginning to imagine my
first pint by the canal, and I'd guess
I’'m not alone in that. On the Monday
in April when restrictions began to be
eased, it was lovely to see small
groups of friends sitting on benches in
the beautiful Rectory Lane Cemetery,
enjoying coffee together, the sun-
shine, and most importantly of all,
one another’s company.

At this time of year, when Christians
celebrate Easter, our thoughts turn to
the future and the Gospel promise of
new life. As we all begin to contem-
plate our ‘new normals’, it seems to
me that there is a wisdom in the East-
er story which it might benefit us to
reflect on. Most of the accounts of
the disciples encountering the Risen
Jesus, mention that the wounds of his
crucifixion were still visible on his
body. This has sometimes struck me
as a bit odd. Surely the power behind
the Resurrection could also have
managed to heal the wounds from
those nails?

The Risen Christ, remains the wound-
ed Christ; the marks of his suffering
are not removed, they are trans-
formed. This might be something
which can help all of us make our
journey back to normality. Most peo-
ple | know have been wounded in
some way over the past year; there



are those who continue to struggle
physically with the effects of long
Covid, those whose bereavements
were made more painful by not being
able to say goodbye in the ways they
would have wanted to, people who
are still to see new grandchildren
who were born during this pandemic,
so many different struggles, so many
different wounds. Life in its fulness is
beginning to return. | believe that our
journeys into that new life will be all
the richer, if we remain open-eyed to
the reality that whilst we may have

been wounded in ways which can’t be
magicked away just by changes in the
lockdown restrictions, the Easter sto-
ry is that even when our wounds re-
main, they can be transformed by
love and hope.

Father Stuart Owen

News from our church schools

The children have settled back into school brilliantly this week and
we're looking forward to a long, uninterrupted summer term. We're
especially looking forward to visiting the church again, in our year

group bubbles, for collective worship and other special events this

term.

Our focus value for this half term is Service and we started the week with a col-
lective worship about Prince Philip, whose long life and marriage to the Queen
exemplified this value. The children impressed Mrs Crozier with their knowledge
of 'the king of Edinburgh' and all things royal!

On Wednesday Olivia's collective worship was about using our talents to serve
others. She showed a lovely example of rock-hopper penguins to explain how

we've all got special skills that enable us to help or serve others in a particular
way, depending on what we're good at. We're expecting to see lots of children
demonstrating the value over the course of the next few weeks.

This week, our whole school worships have been led by Olivia, and
Mrs Cutler and the Year 6 Reflective Leaders. Mrs Cutler introduced
our value for this half term: service. We reflected on how we could

make a difference by using our talents to serve others. Some sugges-

tions were: cheering others up when they feel down or using our listening skills

to become a peer mediator.
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In 2022, St Peter's will be 800 years old!

From the occupation of the castle to the arrival of
soldiers in WW1 and major life and civic events up to
the present day, St Peter’s has been a constant pres-
ence in Berkhamsted for 800 years!

We want to celebrate this momentous occasion with
the whole town!

WHAT WE'RE PLANNING
It’s early days but we have many ideas for events to mark the anniversary from pic-
nics to time capsules, historical displays to commemorative services.

We are exploring the option of holding a St Peter’s Festival in the summer of 2022
(when hopefully Covid-19 will be behind us) and coinciding with the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee. We are looking for organisations and local businesses you represent to get in
touch to tell us how you'd like to be involved.

Would you like to put on a music event, hold a yoga session in the churchyard, run a
craft or creative session in church or organise a book talk, dog show or wine tasting?
We'd love to hear your ideas so we can start to plan a schedule.

LOVE YOUR CHURCHYARD!
With all of us spending more times outside these days, we'd like to revitalise our
churchyard as part of the 800" celebrations.

As many of you know, the churchyard is a green sacred space at the heart of the
community, bounded on all four sides by listed buildings of beauty and significance to
the town; the church of 1222, the School of 1544, the 160 century Court House and
early Victorian private dwellings. It also contains several ancient trees which give it a
unique character.

What are your ideas for enhancing the space? How can we encourage more
community visits?
800@greatberkhamsted.org.uk

Join Us! We’d love more people to get involved with the 800" activity. If you’d like
to volunteer to help or are bursting with ideas, please get in touch!

WE LOOK FORWARD TO CELEBRATING TOGETHER!
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Getting your
computer up &
running again

ANDY ROBINSON

COMFPUTER CONSULTANCY & REPAIRS

T 07885 966570
E andy@arcomputerrepairs.com
W www.arcomputerrepairs.com

36 Trevelyan Way Berkhamsted HP4 1JH

J] Worley

(Funeral Directors) Ltd

For Personal Attention
From Dacorum's Leading
Independent Family Funeral Directors
24 Hour Emergency Service

For A Caring & Sensitive Service
Please Ring

01442 - 253 465 01442 - 870 326
Lawn La_nt: Or X High St

Hemel Hi sl Berkhamsted
Iﬂ‘ﬂw HP4 1HT

-
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Escape the High

Street. Drop into

the Court House
for coffee

Fair-trade coffee and tea
with a choice of home-made cakes
ind scones served in the Court House
(by 5t Peter’'s Church)
9.30am till 12 noon every Saturday
except the first in the month
Reasonable prices - lots of space to relax

A friendly welcome awaits!
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& us? Seek out your budding jour- 9
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%
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4

:0: lished team. please contact: :Q
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“Steaming Through the Chilterns-and thereabouts”.
by Mary Casserley and Rob Freeman

If you are one of
those people

STEAMING THROUGH who loves to get

THE CHILTERNS [t

AND THEREABOUTS

of those books
in which you can
do just that.
“Steaming
Through the
Chilterns” is the
second book
from the
Casserley Stable,
following on
from “Steaming
Through
Berkhamsted”,
published in
2017, which
Mary Casserley compiled with her late father, Richard Casserley. This time Mary
teams up with  Railway Enthusiast Robert Freeman, a fellow Berkhamsted,
Hertfordshire, resident. The photographs were taken by Mary’s grandfather and
famous railway photographer, H.C. Casserley.

Geographically, the photographs start in the Berkhamsted area, then, moving
from west to east, range around Princes Risborough and the branches; Moor
Park to Quainton Road, including the Chesham Branch; Watford Junction and

St. Albans Abbey; returning to Berkhamsted for some dramatic snow scenes and
then to St. Albans City, before moving to Welwyn and Potters Bar on the East
Coast Main Line from Kings Cross. The final two chapters are entitled, “Unusual
WCML Workings” and “The New Order”, in which are featured some of the first
types of diesel and electric locomotives.

As well as using the detailed notes HCC made to go with his photographs, Rob
has used his extensive railway knowledge to enhance the captions for our inter
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rest and information. Throughout the book there are photographs of railway
tickets for the respective areas featured. Also, there is a comprehensive map at
the beginning and smaller ones at the start of each chapter, relevant to the
area covered in the chapter.

For me, memories abound. To give three examples: on page 32 there are two
photographs of former LNER J15 65390 working on the Watlington Branch on
14" October 1957. She and sister engine 65405, Rob notes, “had been trans-
ferred from East Anglia to Neasden”. In a conversation one day with my late
friend Jim Flint, then retired, who was Shed Master of Neasden during the
1950s, we talked about these engines. The footplate crews were not happy
with them and they asked him to go to see them at the sub-shed at Aylesbury.
After spending the day with the crew on one of these engines, Jim agreed that
they should be replaced. As Rob says, “The two locos did not last long in the
area and were withdrawn in 1958”.

Also, on pages 46 and 47, the slick locomotive-change from electric to steam
(and vice versa) at Rickmansworth for Metropolitan Line trains, from and to,
London, is featured, which | remember seeing with my brother, Roland. Lastly,
on page 110, “In absolutely stonking good condition, with a finish rarely seen
even in the preservation era”, as Rob describes it, is a photograph of BR Stand-
ard “Britannia” Pacific 70004 “William Shakespeare” passing H.C. C’s house in
Berkhamsted, being hauled on her way to London for the Festival of Britain, in
1951. | saw her there and visited her cab.

So, from deep winter snow to hot summer sunshine, Rob Freeman has selected
some of H.C. Casserley’s wonderful legacy of railway photographs for us to en-
joy and to see What used to be. T

Humphrey Gillott- Retired Railway Mission
Chaplain.

Also a favourable review in Heritage Railway
Magazine which ends with "No page disappoints"

170 pages, softback, ISBN: 978-0-9543838-3-1, RRP
£22

Stockists: Waterstones
Available from www.marycasserley.com




News from Rectory Lane Cemetery

Members of the Rectory Lane Ceme-
tery Project were delighted to learn at
the end of March that the Townscape
Committee of the Berkhamsted
Citizens Association had chosen the
Friends of St Peter’s Rectory Lane
Cemetery Project as the winner of
their 2021 Environment Award. The
judges were very complimentary
about the project: This year we were
agreed unanimously that a candidate
merited our highest award, the
plaque. So, for its outstanding
design, its sensitive remodelling and
refurbishment, the quality of its
materials, its environmental
attributes, and simply the finest
community pro-ject seen in
Berkhamsted in recent years, we
have decided to give our most
prestigious award to the Friends of
St. Peter’s for the Transformation of
the Rectory Lane Cemetery from
‘Dead Space to Living Place’.

We are very grateful to the Citizens
Association for according us this
accolade and look forward to a proper
unveiling of the plaque which will be
fixed at the entrance to the Cemetery
on Rectory Lane at an appropriate
time when it can be celebrated.

We were also pleased to see that
members of the Berkhamsted Gar-
deners Society were recognised in the
awards for their lovely restoration and
planting of the flowerbed to the
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rear of the station.

They are looking after the planting in
our own Garden of Remembrance
too. Here they are beginning to put
in some early plants.

Kate Campbell




Why not book a place on one of the FREE tours we are conducting during April
and see for yourself what has merited the Award and learn more about the
project and the Cemetery’s history?

< “Rectory Lane
Cemetery

Discover more about the
transformed Cemetery
Join a free guided tour in

Book in advance - places limited to 5 visitors
Tickets via Eventbrite

https://www.rectorylanecemetery.org.uk/eventbrite

If you enjoy gardening and would like to be involved in this community
project, why not think about joining our 'Adopt a grave' programme? There
are a number of graves, particularly in the Memorialisation area around the
Garden of Remembrance which are untended and can be 'adopted'. Adoption
involves weeding and keeping them neat, and in the case of ones which have
kerb stones with soil in them, they can be planted up as miniature gardens -
with a focus on local or native plants which are especially beneficial to our
pollinators. In May we will be hosting some safe sessions in the Cemetery
where you can find out more and meet others (safely) who are already

involved in this really satisfying and pleasurable task.
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Castle Street has some lovely old
houses and some of them are
revealing surprising hidden histories
to Rectory Lane Cemetery Project's
volunteer researchers. Number 8
has a slightly unusual front window.
You might guess that it used to be a
shop - in fact it was a sweet shop.
When the house was being re-
painted in 2016, the original shop
sign was uncovered: "F. East,
tobacconist and confectioner". If you
look carefully at the window panes,
the outline of lettering advertising
Fry's Chocolate is still visible today.

The proprietor of the sweet shop was
Frank East (1879-1956), a Berkham-
sted-born upholsterer and furniture
polisher who switched to selling
confectionery in the 1910s. Frank
served as a Special Constable, so he
got to wear a smart uniform when he
wasn't selling chocolates.

Frank died on 17th November 1956
at the age of 77 and he was buried in
the Cemetery alongside his wife
Emily, not far from the entrance on
Three Close Lane.

Many older Berkhamsted people
remember East's Confectionery shop
and we have collected their
memories on our website.

_J‘_.',- 2 _i.:_... RBGtDrY Lane
_Cemetery

== BERKHAMSTED

One brief reminiscence about Castle
Street is especially notable, if slightly
disparaging: “...rather inferior shops,
not up to the High Street standard: a
sweetshop (one had to climb steps to
enter it) where we bought the mineral
waters for our manoeuvres.”

This comes from Graham Greene's
autobiography, "A Sort of Life" (1971).

So the next time you pass this odd
little shop on Castle Street, remember
that this was where one of the leading
English novelists of the 20th century
bought his fizzy pop as a boy!

https://
www.rectorylanecemetery.org.uk/
locations/8-castle-street/

@ COMMUNITY @ HERITAGE
FUND FUND
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o ET Your First
OR lOSE (T Session FREE

1 l FABS exercise classes

Flexibility, Aerobic, Balance, Strength

JAll saints” Church, Berkhamsted
: Thu 10.45 -11.45

Also available in:
Tring: Mon 10.00—11.00
Pitstone: Tue 11.00—12.00

It’s given
me back my
confidence & Northchurch: Tue 13.00 - 14.00

N
vitality! Enquiries to Corinne : 07988 649275

Corinne.cmworkout@gmail.com

| offer high quality Reflexology and Aro-
matherapy treatments for women of all
ages from conception through to all life
B8 stages. The aim of my treatments is to
create a nurturing environment where
you can find stillness within and to
switch off from the stress and strain of
the outside world. My approach to each client is completely unique and
supports the body’s natural self healing processes. My treatments are
bespoke and are tailored to support you both physically and emotional-
ly.

If you are interested in any of my treatments please do get in touch.
Jackie Garwood

Mob: 07969044884

www.chamomiletherapies.com

I am a full member of the Association Of Reflexologists (AOR)and the
International Federation Of professional Aromatherapists (IFPA).




JOBS FOR THE GARDEN

As | write this we are about to come
out of another lockdown. In England
six people or two households are now
permitted to meet outside, including
in a garden. With the clocks springing
forward an hour we have more day-
light hours to get out in our gardens
or balconies. Hopefully if you planted
bulbs in the Autumn there should
now be a riot of colour from daffodils,
hyacinths and tulips.

APRIL

Continue to dead head spring bulbs as
they finish flowering so they don’t set
seed. Retain the leaves to feed the
bulb for next year’s flowers.

Refresh container grown plants by
giving them a feed with slow-release
fertiliser and a mulch with fresh com-
post.

Prune lavender, cutting above new
shoots.

Plant summer flowering bulbs in bor-
ders; crocosmia, begonia, gladiolus,
lilies.

Divide herbaceous perennials if they
have become too big for their space.
Ensure new clumps have a good root
system and water in well.
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Remove any tired-looking winter bed-
ding and any plants that have not
survived the winter. Then hoe bor-
ders to remove any weeds to prevent
them from spreading and setting
seed.

Keep a keen eye out for any pests on
plants, removing them by hand. Pro-
tect new shoots of delphiniums, hos-
tas and day lilies from slugs and
snails.

MAY

Take part in Plantlife’s ‘No Mow May’
campaign. Lock your lawn mower
away and let the grass grow. This will
encourage the wild flowers in your




lawn to bloom and provide much
needed nectar for our pollinators.

You can also take part in Plantlife’s
‘Every Flower Counts’ survey from
22"-31% May https://
www.plantlife.org.uk/
everyflowercounts/ You will receive
your very own nectar score which will
tell you how many bees your lawn can
feed. Plantlife will learn how to moni-
tor trends over time, what the most
abundant flowers are and what we
can do to encourage them.

At the end of the month the risk of
frost should have passed so now is
the time to harden off plants grown
from seed or plug plants you have
been growing on. Hanging baskets
and patio pots can then be planted up
with your summer bedding.

Tomato plants can be planted outside
in pots or a vegetable plot. Earth up
potatoes. Plant out tender vegetables
such as runner beans. Sow pumpkins
and squashes.

Prune spring flowering shrubs, such
as Chaenomeles (Japanese quince),
forsythia, Ribes (flowering currant)
and choisya.

A local garden well worth a visit on
Sunday 2™ May is ‘Patchwork’, 22 Hall
Park Gate, Berkhamsted, HP4 2NJ.
Open as part of the National Garden
Scheme from 2-5pm. It is a quarter-
acre garden on a sloping site with
rockeries, two ponds, Spring flower-
ing shrubs and a colourful abundance
of daffodils and tulips. You will need
to pre-book tickets at £4 for adults.
Children are free. https://ngs.org.uk/
view-garden/16214

Sarah Dawson
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The First Mass Inoculation

“we bathe in the reflected glory of a lesser Berkhamsted...”

It is a very wintry December 1767, and a young Dutchman, Jan Ingen Housz has
arrived in Hertford to follow up on an invitation from Thomas Dimsdale, a local
physician to learn from him. Dimsdale was known for his recently published book
in which he had described his technique for the inoculation against smallpox.

Inoculation should not be confused with vaccination. With vaccination the pa-
tient is given a disease that gives immunity from another. In the case of Jenner,
Cowpox gave immunisation against Smallpox. The word vaccine is derived from
vache, the French word for cow. By inoculation the patient was given, by a scrap-
ing to the arm, a small amount of matter from a sufferer of the disease. The pa-
tient then suffered symptoms, not unlike flu, but was very infectious indeed, and
for at least two weeks had to be isolated.

One evening the two Doctors were interrupted by a messenger from Berkham-
sted with news of a very sick child that Dimsdale suspected was a case of Small-
pox. Dimsdale asked Ingen Housz if he would accompany him, which he did. That
night they set off through the snow, and on their arrival, as Dimsdale had sus-
pected, the child did have smallpox. Berkhamsted was an isolated community
where an outbreak might be confined. Dimsdale had the notion that if everyone
in a circumscribed community was inoculated simultaneously, and without ex-
ception no one need be isolated.

Having returned two days later with matter drawn from another victim of the
disease, they were surprised by their reception. Far from having to persuade the
villagers of both Berkhamsted and Bayford, they were implored to begin inocu-
lating at once.

As Ingen Housz later reported:

‘There were many children of tender age and of imperfect health, there were
twelve complete families inoculated at the same time and in which they nursed
themselves, one and another through their consequent illnesses. | cannot ex-
press what pleasure | obtained in seeing how the inhabitants of these two villag-
es, although all being attacked simultaneously by the smallpox, were able to go
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about their work without interruption. Instead of finding patients in their beds, |
would find them busily repairing their clothes, cutting down trees etc etc’.

By the end of January, the pair had inoculated almost 300 villagers. Incidentally
the one man afraid of being inoculated, who had fled the village, did contract
smallpox, but survived.

Taken from Echoes of Ingen Housz by Norman and Elaine Beale. Published by
the Hobnob Press, 2011.
Tracts on Inoculation by Thomas Dimsdale. Published by James Phillips 1768.

ekHAy Boris snaps up ‘terrific’ painting of him

-ef’ <, relaxing with young family at Chequers
> g Local artist secures the sale after sending print of her

E\ painting to the PM at Number 10 (see front page)

*‘pOC]Eﬁﬂ PRIME Minister Boris Johnson has snapped up a painting by local
Berkhamsted artist Mary Casserley that shows him and his
young family enjoying a few moments of calm in the gardens of his official country re-
treat at Chequers.

He couldn’t resist buying the picture after Mary had a card printed of it that she posted
to him at No 10 Downing Street.

“Your painting is terrific,” he said in a hand-written reply, adding: “l don’t suppose it is by
any chance for sale?”

The painting portrays Boris in his trademark dark suit walking beside flowerbeds with
dog Dilyn while fiancée Carrie and their baby son Wilfred picnic nearby on the lawn at
the 16" century mansion where the Prime Minister went to recuperate from Covid in
April last year.

Artist Mary says she is “thrilled” that Boris Johnson has bought
one of her pictures. Entitled ‘Chequers Court’, it is in her vibrant
characteristic style reminiscent of 1930s railway posters and
travel art and was created during lockdown.

Mary’s distinctive views of local scenes in and around Berkham-
sted and the nearby Chilterns are popular and sell well.

lan A Jones BAS Treasurer.

https://berkhamstedartsociety.co.uk/

Please see the picture at the following exhibition:-
https://berkhamstedartsociety.co.uk/exhibition
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@ The Crystal Palace Pub
« stands by the Grand Junc-
tion Canal in Berkhamsted,
| Hertfordshire. It was built
by John Edward Lane in
Z the 1850s, a horticultural-
I ist and brewer who exhib-
ited award-winning plants
Lok at the Crystal Palace exhi-
== bition hall in London. He
added a replica of the
% Crystal Palace as a front-
age to his pub, based on
: TR T the designs of his friend
and fellow gardener, Sir Joseph Paxton (1803-1865), the architect of the Crystal
Palace exhibition hall.

ety 3 7/ ol

Great news that Punch’s recent application for planning permission to convert
the property into residential premises was REFUSED at the Development Man-
agement Committee of Dacorum Borough Council on 11th March.

The weight of objections clearly helped the case, so thanks to all those who sub-
mitted these on the website. Punch will now almost certainly take the refusal to
appeal and this will be the next hurdle to overcome!

In the meantime, Punch is being written to, to see if they would like to enter into
a constructive dialogue, now that it has been shown conclusively that the local
community does not wish to lose this pub, which has been an integral part of
the community in Berkhamsted for over 160 years, and is an historic building in
its own right. The Town council are considering ways they might support the pro-
ject on Monday (15th) evening, and the Castle Trust will be refining the business
model and fund-raising strategy to prove that there is a viable alternative, as we
agree with Punch that the Pub is no longer economic in its current form, but that
turning into 3 houses is not the solution we all want. The recent budget in partic-
ular now holds out a significant olive-branch in its intention to set up the £150m
Community Ownership Fund so that communities can bid up to £250,000 to save
pubs.

https://crystalpalace.pub/
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Appledown Rescue and Rehoming
Kennels

During lockdown there has been no rehoming taking place, but abandoned and unwant-
ed dogs still continued to arrive. It’s a very challenging time for a small charity that relies
on donations and fund-raising, especially as we have been unable to hold our usual
events. We need to ask generous dog lovers and supporters to help us get through this
difficult time and to continue to provide the high level of care our dogs deserve. It’s easy
to make a one-off donation of £3 simply by texting APPLE to 70111, or donate via Paypal
using the ‘DONATE Support a Cause’ option and search for Appledown Rescue. Dona-
tions by cheque are very welcome too. Thank you from Gypsy, Lola, Mark and all our
dogs!

If you are interested in offering a dog a loving home when we reopen, all the relevant
information and an application form can be found on our website. Viewings are now by
appointment only.

For adoption information and application form visit our website
www.appledownrescue.co.uk
Appledown Rescue & Rehoming Kennels, Harling Road, Eaton Bray,
Beds LU6 1QY

01525 220383 (10-12 a.m.& 2-4 p.m.)
e-mail: appledown.kennels@btinternet.com

+ Your Berkhamsted Team
. Editor and layout: Jacqueline Hicks, ybeditor@greatberkhamsted.org.uk
Features: Julian Dawson, Committee: Sarah Dawson, Circulation: Jane Morgan




| have been studying The Specal
Method throughout Lockdown,
though my original involvement came
much earlier when both my parents
were living with dementia.

The Specal Method uses the analogy
of the Photograph Album to repre-
sent our memory system with indi-
vidual experiences represented by
photographs.

Each of our experiences is recorded
and stored in our album a split sec-
ond after it has occurred. Each photo-
graph has two features, facts and the
associated feelings.

The taking and storing of photo-
graphs is an automatic and uncon-
scious process going on in the back-
ground of our lives unobserved by us
and unobservable by anyone else, at
the time of storage.

Day after day, after day the photo-
graphs in our album build up. Our
album falls open quite naturally on
today’s page, that is where the latest
photographs are flying in.

It is these photographs that we must
have if we are to make sense of what
we are doing who with, where, when
and why.

Every time we say, ‘now let me
think’, we mean, ‘let me look in my

album for the information’ that we
must have to make sense of what is
going on in our life.

We can turn back to much older pag-
es in our album, to find out what hap-
pened a long time ago, but we do this
very rarely, most of the time we are
on today’s page.

| particularly like this explanation for
its simplicity. Who hasn’t looked at a
photograph and recalled the detail of
what, who, where, when and why
and also how that occasion made the
people in the photograph feel?

So, what happens as we age? The
actual process of the taking and stor-
ing of photographs does not change.
Everything that we experience, con-
tinues to be recorded and stored in
our albums in the normal way.
However, we become much slower at
accessing the photographs that we
need. The photographs are there, but
by the time that we have found the
ones that we need, they may not be
useful in that particular situation.

Those of us that are older may be
familiar with that feeling that by the
time you are ready to say something,
the conversation has moved on. Or is
that only me?

This slowing down is simply related to
the normal ageing process and has
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nothing whatsoever to do with de-
mentia.

So, staying with the idea of the pho-
tograph album, what exactly is de-
mentia? With the onset of dementia,
a new type of photograph enters our
album. We call this new type of pho-
tograph a blank.

A blank is very different from a nor-
mal photograph, it provides us with a
record of the feelings of what we
have just experienced, but it contains
no facts.

At first the entry of the blank simply
represents a blip of lost factual infor-
mation. After the entry of the first
blank, further blanks will follow, ran-
domly, intermittently and with in-
creasing frequency.

Gradually the blanks build up and ap-
pear so frequently that long ribbons
of blanks occur.

This continues until the final stage of
dementia which is represented by
page after page of feelings only pho-
tographs interrupted by the occasion-
al random, normal photograph that
contains both feelings and the associ-
ated facts.

The person with dementia has not
lost their reason, merely their recent
facts and they will turn back the pag-
es of their album to a time before
dementia and try to match certain old
photographs to give context to what

is happening in their life.

| found this explanation and the Spe-
cal Method particularly helpful in un-
derstanding what it was like for my
parents and of course the Specal
Method has three golden rules.

1) Don't ask direct questions because
the facts may not have been stored.
2) Learn from the expert, the person
with dementia and listen to their
guestions for they are highly signifi-
cant.

3) Do not contradict, which simply
means do not argue with them about
the photograph they choose to use.

These rules, though simple, are not
easy to follow, but | know from expe-
rience that it is possible, and the re-
wards are high.

| have only skimmed the very surface
of the Specal Method but if you
would like more information please

go to http://

www.contenteddementiatrust.org/

Michael Rowan

Chair of the Trustees of The Heather
Club

Advocate for the Specal Method and
Contented Dementia

Contented
Dementia
Trust
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Remap Hertfordshire South

Are you in need of equipment to help
overcome the challenges of living
with a disability, mobility or sensory
impairment? Or perhaps you would
like to use your engineering skills to
give back to your community. In ei-
ther circumstance, Remap Hertford-
shire South can help.

We are always looking for computer,
mechanical, electrical engineers and
woodworkers to join us in creating
innovative devices to help peo-

ple with disabilities gain more inde-
pendence .

Our equipment caters to all ages and
disabilities for the home, school or
workplace within South Hertfordshire
- including Hemel Hempstead and the
surrounding areas. Our unique devic-
es are even provided completely free
of charge!

The community we serve are at the
heart of everything we do and we
recognise everybody’s needs are en-
tirely different, so each piece of
equipment is custom-made for every
client.

We recently built a set of parallel bars
and therapy steps for a young boy
with cerebral palsy to help him learn
how to walk and build up his core
strength before undergoing specialist
treatment. His family were extremely
happy with their experience of work-

ing with our volunteers, stating “they
are all amazing at what they do”.

More than providing essential aids,
we also help our clients engage with
recreational activities. We have
adapted multiple guitar tuners for
keen players with visual impairment.
The equipment converts the visual
display into an audio signal to indicate
if the note is too high or low.

Beyond this we have also made:

¢ Window openers

e Furniture raisers

e Speech communication devices
e Braille teaching aids

o Adapted board games/toys

In light of the
uncertain times
we are living
through, our
priority is keep-
ing our clients
and volunteers
| safe at all
times. Whilst

— complying with
government guidelines we are still
able to com-
plete certain
projects dur-
ing the pan-
demic, so

with us.
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If you would like to join our team or
get free equipment for yourself or
someone you care for, please call us
on 01727 613177 or email

For more information about all our
innovative projects and to donate to
our services, please visit
www.hertfordshire-
south.remap.org.uk
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Handleless Handbags?
Unzipp Holdalls/Travelbags?
Battered Briefcases?
Gaping purses/wallets?
Sad Vintage Leathergoods?

We are as near,
as your nearest
post office

01753 862824

www.leathergoodsrepairs.co.uk

HALL HIRE

Quaker Meeting House
289 High Street
Berkhamsted
HP4 1JA

Large room for hire
Seats up to 50
Use of kitchen and garden

Ideal for classes, groups etc.
Children’s Parties
(under 12s)

for further information see:

www.berkhamstedquakers.org.uk/
hallhire
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THE PROFESSIONAL REMOVERS

NEW CONMNTAINERISED WAREHOUSE
IN OPERATION & OPEN FOR INSPECTION
BETWEEN 2AM & 4PM
HOLDING UP TO 600 CONTAINERS

LIMITED

\ ®

uky
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SILVERDALE HOUSE, CANALSIDE, NORTHERIDGE ROAD, BERKHAMSTED, HERTS HPS 1EG
TEL: 01442 863959 or 01753 891151 FAX: 01442 862163
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e —— B
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News from Open Door

Berkhamsted Rotary awards Joan Fisher for her community work

Joan Fisher, Open Door's co-founder
and general manager, has been
presented with the Rotary Centenary
Civic Award for 2021

Berkhamsted Rotary recognised
Joan's "outstanding contributions
which have benefited many people
in our town." This includes the meal
service Joan set up with Christine
Delaney - delivering food to
vulnerable and isolating people
around Berkhamsted throughout
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Joan says: "I'm extremely grateful to
Berkhamsted Rotary and the Town
Council for this award, but really it's
for everyone involved with Open Door
and The Way Inn - our supporters,
volunteers and all the team! Without
them, we wouldn't be able to do
anything. I'm honoured and privileged
to work alongside so many dedicated,
talented and caring people. The
community spirit in Berkhamsted
takes my breath away.”

Read more on the Open Door website.
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There'll be one last chance to look
around the fabulous Home Comforts .
exhibition between 11am and 2pm

on Saturday 17 April.

(e

Come along to see and buy art, gifts =
and cards by local artists and
craftspeople.

Join musician and music therapist
Max Ryz for Musical Journeys, a
Zoom group for sharing and
listening to music. All genres and
styles welcome!

-
C

Wednesday evenings, 21 April to
\ \ 12 May, 7.30pm to 8.30pm
Book via bit.ly/musicaljourneys

Open Door's café will be reopening on Monday 17 May, welcoming everyone
for light refreshments. Run by volunteers, it's a safe and supportive space to
spend time with friends - or come on your own for a quiet cuppa or some
company. Visit opendoorberkhamsted.co.uk for the latest information about
opening times.

Open Door, 360-364 High Street, Berkhamsted.
Visit opendoorberkhamsted.co.uk/whats-on

a r@ @opendoorberko
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Non-members can sign up to our newsletters Free of Charge.

16th-18th July 2021: Big Art Fair. https://www.hvaf.org.uk/our-events/big
-art-fair

September 2021: Herts Open Studios https://www.hvaf.org.uk/our-
events/herts-open-studios-2021

The easiest way to join HVA is online: www.hvaf.org.uk

Twitter: @HVAF #HertsOpenStudios Instagram @HertsVisualArts

Facebook: @HertsVisualArts
Press Release by Hillary Taylor chair@hvaf.org.uk
Press contacts are: For marketing email marketing@hvaf.org.uk

Published by Great Berkhamsted Parochial Church Council. Registered charity no 1130108
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