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WELCOME TO THE FEBRUARY/MARCH 2021 EDITION OF vi§ )
YOUR BERKHAMSTED. This has been a long winter with
lockdown and looking forward to hope and Spring. We are all
waiting in anticipation of what is next. Though | have read that |4
13 areas of Hertfordshire are covid free including '
Berkhamsted. We still have things to say within the magazine |
including the Cemetery Project. This is always an interesting ‘
read. What better way to sort out your house and find anything needing repair —
as we now have the Repair Café within the Open Door programme, | know | have
many things gathering dust but not ready to throw out. Jenny Sherwood
discusses old documents, if you love history this is where to go to find out more
on Berkhamsted and its past. We are now approaching Lent and all the
information you need are on pages 14 and 15. Herts Visual Arts are launching a
Makers Fair for those creative readers. Enjoy the read. Please look out for YB
tweets on @Yourberkhamsted. Do get in touch if there are any ideas or stories
you may have, either to publish or additions/changes to the magazine for
consideration. And please give us your feedback on the features.
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any statements in them rests solely with the individual contributor.



Rambles from Berkhamsted by Julian Dawson

We begin this month with our very
own Baroness, namely Baroness
Bowles of Berkhamsted who regularly
speaks at the House of Lords. She
spoke in early January of her concerns
about the government’s handling of
the pandemic which she believes
failed dramatically. She was nominat-
ed for a life peerage in 2015 having
served as a Liberal Democrat MEP for
South East England. She has been de-
scribed as the most influential Briton
in the development of European Un-
ion policy as nominated by the Guard-
ian in 2012, and was short-listed to be
a governor of the Bank of England in
the same year.

Esther Rantzen was actually born in
Berkhamsted on 22" June 1940. But
we have no knowledge of where her
parents lived, and indeed she attend-
ed school in New York, though re-
turned to an English education and
studied at Somerton College where
one of her tutors was Mary Lascelles a
renowned expert on Jane Austen. An
episode of Who Do You Think You Are
did trace Rantzen’s ancestry back to
the Jewish area of Warsaw in the
1760s, and her family settled in Spit-
alfields as cap-makers in the 1850'’s.

Another ancestor founded the West
London Synagogue. She is most fa-
mously known for her long running
series That’s Life.

singletrackworld.com reports on Phil
Atwill, a free cyclist born and bred in
Berkhamsted, who is returning to
PROPAIN bicycles for his riding. He
specialises in downbhill cycling, one of
the many styles of cycling adminis-
tered by the Union Cycliste Interna-
tionale. Downhill mountain biking is
practiced on steep rough terrain. It
became a competitive sport in 1976
in Fairfax, California on machines
that became known as “paperboy
bikes”. Many ski downhill slopes are
used for this event in summer
months. Australia is particularly suc-
cessful at the sport, whilst not sur-
prisingly Austria is particularly well
suited to hosting events.

In business news hemeltoday.co.uk
tells us that HSBC will be closing 82
branches in the UK, but that
Berkhamsted’s branch will remain
open. The bank said there would be
no redundancies as staff would be
moved to other branches. The deci-
sion has been prompted by the
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THE OLD PASTURES

L UXURY ACCOMMODATION FOR DOGS
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,
Tring, Herts HP23 4IX

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog
Only 8 large kennels giving your dog the
extra care and attention they deserve. All

dogs are walked twice a day.
Holiday homes for small animals.

Eleven Plus Test |
Preparation, Maths
and English tuition.

Holiday courses available.

Tuition tailored fo suit your child's
learning needs, . '9 DoG GROOMING

after school and BATHING, CLIPPING, TRIMMING, HAND-
STRIPPING, NAILS AND EARS. WEEKEND
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE. EASY WALK
IN, NON-SLIP SHOWER IDEAL FOR
OLDER AND BIGGER DOGS. WE CAN
CATER FOR ANY SIZE DOG.
EASY PARKING.

on Saturdays.

FOR AN APPOINTMENT FOR GROOMING
OR KENNELLING PLEASE CALL:

01442 824856

25 High Street, Chesham, Bucks HP5 1BG
01494 773300

L Www.penandinktuition.co.uk )

The 50 pus - A

» Plumibing » Electical » Handyman » Appliances
+ Decorating » Gardening » Home Improvement
» General Maintenance & More

# WillKimberley
.  Garden Services
01442 255784

Assurance Care

* Grass cutting

* Hedge trimming

* Patios cleaned

* Gutters cleared

+ All cuttings and
clippings removed

* References available

Why not phone for a quote?

s Sensor box o monilar
activity levels of your
elderdy relative from
your mobile

» Mon-intrusive, no
CAMEFa, MO VOICE

v 1 Delecls movement,
recording

temperatune &
Faamidity
Assurance
» System leams
Gﬂrﬂ ; expacted data &
nolifies exceptions

» Azsists in maintaining independence




increase in online banking, which has
increased even further by the pan-
demic. What is now a global banking
organisation, HSBC was founded in
1836 in Birmingham. The Midland
bank in effect became HSBC in 1999
following its purchase by HSBC in
1992. It is now headquartered in Can-
ada Square in London.

turfmatters.co.uk is a website for the
golfing industry. It featured an adver-
tisement for a qualified assistant
greenkeeper for Berkhamsted Golf

Club. “The successful candidate will
be motivated and work well in a
team”, it says. Well, pretty obvious
really. The club hosts the renowned
Berkhamsted Trophy and is making
history this year for being an entirely
gender-neutral event, the first of its
kind. The decision has been widely
welcomed in the golfing world and is
seen as an attempt to widen the
sports appeal. This must be seen as a
great move to bring equality and in-
clusion to the sport.

Hongkong Shanghai Bank HSBC Canary Wharf
Copyright: Arup Central Photography

Drawings of Berkhamsted by Jenni Cator
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LISA HANNABY

..":‘Q.)t ]r}(f,’: HOLISTIC & SPIRITUAL THERAPIST

e 07912 874214
MOONFLOWER =R
HouisTICS Rahanni Celestial Healing
NOW SELLING Angelic Reiki, Crystal Heaflin.g Therapy
HEMPWORX www.moonflower-holistics.co.uk
facebook.com/moonflowerholistics




CHAMPNEYS

BEAUTY COLLEGE

Champneys Beauty College offers courses in Beauty and Massage for School Leavers and Career Changers as well as further training for
Qualified Therapists undertaken in the stunning grounds of Champneys, Tring.

We offer flexible study options including courses at weekends and in school hours, with opportunities for employment at
Champneys on completion. We also offer treatments in our college salon.

v

R

To find out more or book an open day visit champneyscollege.com or call 01442 291333 @

tfeenTutorsy

Still looking for a tutor?
We've got the answer with our online tutoring!

We are an exciting new online tutoring service based in Berkhamsted, specialising
in maths and the sciences for years 7 to 11. What makes us special Is our tutors -
all outstanding A-level students waiting to tutor your teen in a safe online
environment — and our superb customer care - it's really important to us that

you are happy with our service.

Visit us today at www.teentutorsuk.com

or email us at admin@teentutorsuk.com
or give us a call on 01442 913159.




OLD DOCUMENTS SEE THE LIGHT OF DAY

In recent weeks
old documents
dating back to
the 18" and
early 17" cen-
tury have been
donated or ac-
quired by the
Berkhamsted Local History and Muse-
um Society. Immediately, certain
guestions come to the fore. The first,
a transfer of land in 1625 is written on
vellum about the size of A5, mostly in
Latin. The ink is sufficiently clear for
the contents to be read. Where has it
been for so many hundreds of years
that it has survived for its contents to
be read by us centuries later? Why
was it preserved for later ancestors to
read and understand? What was the
story behind this scrap of vellum?
Why was it so important that it had
been preserved through the centu-
ries? It was apparently discovered by
our donor when he was clearing out
the contents of his late father’s solici-
tor’s practice so it probably had been
stored in the vaults or strong room of
the office. Hence the favourable state
it is in today.

Over the centuries reams of paper or
vellum have been expended on own-
ership of titles or properties since
what is ours is important for us all.
Wills, sales and purchases of property
are part of life. Very often such docu-

ments are mislaid or stored in attics
only later to be found by someone
who has no interest in the house or
for whom the name has no meaning.
Then frequently they are destroyed.
Fortunately, on occasion, the historic
interest of the finder is evoked and
further research takes place. This
transfer of land in 1625 took place
between one Humphrey Rogers and
William Pope and we learn where
exactly this messuage with garden
and orchard was. Had this transaction
taken place in the 19" century one
might well have been able to trace
the abstract of title until the present
day, but to do that right back to the
seventeenth century would be well
nigh impossible.

Much more of historic interest is
available. The position of this tene-
ment is clearly stated, ‘that Tenement
or cottage with garden adjoining,
abutting on the Royal Way called
Berkhamsted Street on the southern
side and on the stream called St.
James Stream on the north, by the
tenement in the tenure of Alice Bur-
gis, widow, known as the widow’s
tenement’s on the eastern side and
the tenement in the tenure of Thom-
as Peddleton on the western side.” St
James’ Stream is frequently used as a
demarcation feature in documents
right into the 20™ century. With the



help of an old map this site can be
identified.

Anyone wishing to find out more
about this plot of land and to identify
it further should go to the website of
the Berkhamsted Local History & Mu-
seum Society where the whole tran-
scription of the two important Nor-
den and Doddridge surveys are availa-
ble and the tenure of the various
plots of Duchy of Cornwall land is
there for all to read.

The 18" century document, men-
tioned earlier, is of interest on several
counts because it concerns the Hal-
imot of Northchurch and the Courts
Baron. It refers to the Deputy Stew-
ard, John Duncombe and refers also
to Thomas Duncombe. Dated 1755, it
adds to material relating to this gen-
eration of the Duncombe family
which we hold already in our archival
collection. It is yet to be fully tran-
scribed and analysed so that we can
place it in perspective of what we
know of the Duncombes of Barley End
and their links with Northchurch and
Berkhamsted. Not only will we glean
more information of the Duncombe
family but by studying this particular

Court Baron we should learn much
more of the Courts Baron, the medi-
aeval baronial court that ceased to
exist not very long after. By further
examination we should be able to
understand more of the reason for
the cessation of Courts Baron and
why they no longer fulfilled their par-
ticular purpose. The presence of mind
of two people the one to donate and
the other to make some money out of
the age of his document brought
these two documents to the light of
day and has given historians the op-
portunity to learn more of a seven-
teenth century conveyance of land
and of an ancient mediaeval manorial
court still continuing in existence in
1755.

Jenny Sherwood

lottery fund
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PETER D HANNABY
Painter and Decorator

Interior and exterior
work undertaken.

For competitive

quotations

please call:

mbl: 07765 250092
home: 01442 288956

berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

Berkhamsted
Carpet Cleaning
Ltd

carpets

oriental rugs
upholstery

* residential & commercial

: professional - good value

» fully insured

David Green
01442 876622
0788 405 8795

Berkhamsted
Herts HP4 3JE

berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk

Berkhamsted
Oven Cleaning
Ltd

complete valet service for

all ovens, hobs
and extractors

» professional * good value

» fully insured

David Green
01442 876622
0788 405 8795

Berkhamsted
Herts HP4 3JE
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