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The Town and Parish Magazine of St Peter's Great Berkhamsted 

Welcome to the May edition of Your Berkhamsted 

In this month’s issue we have an assortment of articles and features 

covering the choir’s recent trip to Santiago de Compostela in Spain, news 

of the launch of The Friends of St Peter’s, a fascinating piece about the 

Enigma decryption machine and Julian Dawson’s continuing pursuit to 

figure out our nation.  
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Responsibility for opinions expressed in articles and letters published in this magazine and for the accuracy of 

any statements in them rests solely with the individual contributor.  

In this issue... 

Helen Dowley, Editor 

This month’s front cover image is by Berkhamsted company ‘People Will Always Need Plates’. The image is also 

available on a range of products, such as mugs, tea towels, bags and greetings cards, from Number Twenty, 

Kings Road, Berkhamsted, where profits help support the Hospice of St Francis. 
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Berkhamsted in the News 

 

It seems that badgers are getting a poor 

press from local media at the moment. 

Not content with vilifying their gardening 

at Berkhamsted Castle, they have now 

been blamed for raking over the grounds 

of Ashridge. Be thankful that the moles 

have not turned up.  

 

Berkhamsted Castle appears on a war 

gaming Blog, oawargamesteam.blogspot, 

which gives an excellent pictorial 

overview of the site, with photographs 

showing how Louis Dauphin of France 

used siege engines, including the 

formidable trebuchet, against the castle 

in a siege in 1216 in a dispute following 

the signing of the Magna Carta. The 

writer considers the castle should be 

made part of the Magna Carta Trail. The 

trebuchet was probably sited to the east 

of the castle, and I venture to suggest 

that this device would have caused 

considerable more damage than some 

hungry badgers. Bizarrely, it has been 

suggested that filling the castle with sand 

would be the only way of distracting the 

badgers from their nocturnal ravenous 

ramblings. Though in my experience that  

 

only encourages defecating cats. I know 

what I would prefer.  

 

Further forward to the 20
th

 Century, local 

press has been reporting on proposed 

commemorations of the centenary of the 

Great War. This will include a war grave 

trail in the town’s Rectory Lane Cemetery. 

 

Talking of Ashridge, both the Ashridge 

Estate and the Management College 

appear regularly in web reporting, 

including an appearance on the BBC 

Thingstodo page. Pharmacy.biz features 

an interview with one of our local 

employers. Thembalath Ramachandran is 

CEO and managing director of Bristol 

Laboratories whose head office is in the 

town. From small beginnings the 

company is challenging the more 

established pharmaceutical operators, 

showing that the town’s business success 

is not restricted to coffee shops, estate 

agents and Italian food emporiums. 

 

(continued on page 5) 

Julian Dawson discovers badgers and goats 

in this month’s internet capery 
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(Continued from page 3)  

 

It is reassuring to know that our town is 

also a bastion of good musical taste. 

Berkhamstedtoday quotes Dave Rance of 

the Rocking Chair Jazz Band “It’s quite 

refreshing to find a community that’s not  

been brainwashed by the media into 

thinking only one kind of music is 

acceptable.” His band is one of the 

regulars of the refurbished Goat pub, 

which now plays host to all styles of live 

music. We’d love to hear from you if you 

have some reviews of the performers you 

would like to share.  

 

Continuing the musical theme, 

Berkhamsted also plays host to its own 

record label, Which Wolf Wins Records. 

According to the Ealing Times (we leave 

no local newspaper unturned), they have 

just signed up St Albans folk four piece 

Broken Boat. Perhaps we will hear from 

them at this year’s Berkofest. 

 

And since I’ve mentioned one pub, local 

business Oakman Pubs, they of the King’s 

Arms, are continuing their business 

growth as reported by Hemeltoday. They 

now have a £10 million turnover. Good to 

know that it is not unmitigated gloom in 

the economy.  

 

And indeed the UK’s service sector has 

saved us from the dreaded triple dip. 

That’s not a ride at Thorpe Park by the 

way. Though it may be considered for this 

year’s Petertide Fair. 

 

Berkhamsted in the news 

Berkhamsted High Street drawings kindly 

supplied by Jenni, Art at 88, 88 High 

Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 2BW Tel. 

01442 769110  

info@artat88.co.uk  
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Will Kimberley

01442 255784
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Grass cutting

Hedge trimming

Patios cleaned

Gutters cleared

All cuttings and 

clippings removed

References available

Why not phone
for a quote?

PETER D HANNABY 
 

Painter and Decorator 

 

Interior and exterior 

work undertaken. 
 

For competitive 

quotations          

please call: 
 

mbl: 07765 250092 

home: 01442 288956 

http://www.blairelectrical.com 
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Berkhamsted  
Oven Cleaning  

Ltd 
 

complete valet service for 
 

all ovens, hobs  

and extractors 
 

� professional � good value  
� fully insured 

 

David Green 
01442 876622 
0788 405 8795 

 

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted  

Herts HP4 3ZQ 

 

Berkhamsted 
Carpet Cleaning  

Ltd 
 

carpets 
oriental rugs  

upholstery 
 

� residential & commercial  
� professional  � good value 

 � fully insured 
 

David Green 
01442 876622 
0788 405 8795 

 

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted  

Herts HP4 3ZQ 
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On August 3, 1943, a Dakota transport 

aircraft carrying two Polish men landed at 

RAF Hendon after a flight from Gibraltar. 

Marian Rejewski and Henryk Zygalski, 

both gifted mathematicians, were quickly 

sent to an obscure army base in Boxmoor 

where together they worked on Britain’s 

greatest wartime secret. Before the war, 

Rejewski and Zygalski had been recruited 

by Polish Intelligence to assist in the 

cracking of Enigma ciphers. Enigma 

machines had been operating 

commercially since the 1920s, and by the 

1930s Nazi Germany had come to adopt a 

more elaborate military version. 

Resembling a typewriter in a wooden 

box, the machine allowed its operator to 

enter any letter of the alphabet and 

encode it as some other letter, as 

determined by settings that could be 

routinely altered. These settings took the 

form of between three and eight wheels, 

or rotors, which could be adjusted 

according to the instructions of the day. 

As long as both sender and receiver were 

working to the same set of instructions, 

the coded message would be all but 

impenetrable. The Germans knew that a 

sustained effort supported by great 

industrial resources could theoretically 

breach the machine but it had never been 

done. This gave them great confidence in 

Enigma, which was subsequently used by 

all branches of the German military 

throughout the war. 

In fact a campaign to crack the Enigma 

cipher had been started by the Polish 

Cipher Bureau in 1932. After only a few 

weeks, Rejewski deduced the machine’s 

secret internal wiring, before developing 

various techniques for the decryption of 

Enigma messages. These included a 

machine he designed in 1938, the  

"bomba kryptologiczna" (cryptologic 

bomb), essentially a device with the power 

of six Enigmas combined and which made 

a characteristic muffled ‘bomb-like’ noise. 

The bomba focused on the Enigma 

machine’s ‘plugboard’, the component 

that made Enigma apparently invincible. 

The coded letters generated by the 

mechanical rotors were given an 

additional, electrical, twist by the 

plugboard, providing a further layer of 

security.  The bomba speeded up the 

process of cracking this extra layer. In 

addition, a manual tool was invented by  

 Zygalski, which relied on perforated 

sheets ("Zygalski sheets"), but production 

of these was very time-consuming. By 

1939, the Poles had been breaking Enigma 

messages for over six and a half years 

without telling their French and British 

allies. But the deteriorating political 

situation persuaded them to share their 

successes and and they revealed their 

secret work in Warsaw on July 25.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  (continued on page 8) 

Taking on the Nazi SS in 
Boxmoor 
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(Continued from page 7)  

Shortly after the outbreak of war, the 

Polish cryptologists were evacuated 

to France, where they continued their 

work in collaboration with the British and 

French. By this point the Enigma 

plugboards had become more 

complicated and the number of rotors 

had increased, making the bomba largely 

obsolete.  

The Poles continued to secretly work on 

German Enigma messages but by 1942 

their position in southern France was 

becoming dangerously exposed. Fleeing 

across the Pyrenees in January 1943,  

Rejewski and Zygalski were robbed by 

their guide, arrested by Spanish police 

and then released after mediation by the 

Red Cross, then sent to Portugal from 

where they were taken to Gibraltar by 

the Royal Navy. From there they were 

flown to London. By this point in the war, 

British cryptologists had taken up the 

baton. Operating at Bletchley Park, they 

had succeeded in greatly expanding the 

operation to crack the various types of 

Enigma machines that were being used 

by the Nazi military and security forces. 

Enigma decryption had by now become 

an exclusively British and American 

enterprise. The ideas behind Rejewski’s 

bomba were developed into a more 

advanced machine that performed similar 

work, as developed by Bletchley Park 

cryptologist Alan Turing. Called the 

‘bombe’, hundreds were built, both in 

Britain, (by the British Tabulating  

Machine Company in Letchworth) and in 

the US. 

Despite having helped to lay the 

foundations of Enigma decryption, 

Rejewski and Zygalski were not permitted 

to enter Bletchley Park. Instead they 

operated from the Communication Unit 

of the Polish Supreme Command at 

Boxmoor, where they worked on cracking 

hand ciphers used by SS units. Amid the 

cloak of secrecy shrouding Bletchley, 

most staff were unfamiliar with the 

pioneering work of the Poles, whose story 

remained largely buried until the 1970s 

when the first books on Enigma were 

published. Historian Sir Harry Hinsley, 

who worked at Bletchley, assessed 

Enigma as having "shortened the war by 

not less than two years and  

probably by four years". After the war, 

Churchill went as far as telling King 

George VI : "It was thanks to [Enigma] 

that we won."  

Our history writer Dan Parry will be taking a 

break from writing his articles, so we would 

like to thank him for his work over the last few 

years and for providing us with some 

fascinating insights into our town’s history. We 

wish him all the best. 

Peter’s Interiors 
Semi-retired architect 

and interior decorator. 

Do you need some initial drawings and 

ideas for extension or alterations to your 

home? 

Do you need internal re-decorating  or 

small carpentry jobs? 

I can help with any of these things. I’m 

friendly, thorough and reliable, and I’ll do 

you a good job at a reasonable price! 

Come round, email or phone me: 

Peter McMunn   MA Dip Arch 

37 North Road  Berkhamsted   
HP4 3DU 

Tel/ Mob  01442 874894 /  
07411 413072  

e: petermcmunn@hotmail.com 

Photo of Enigma Machine by Karsten Sperling  
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YB takes to the streets! 

We are planning to have a stall on 

Berkhamsted market on Saturday 18 

May from 9am – 1pm. Come  along 

and say hello and encourage your 

friends to visit us. Everyone who buys 

a copy of this issue on the day will 

also receive a copy of the April issue 

completely free! 

 

Family Fun Day 

Sunday 12 May at the Berkhamsted 

football ground in aid of men’s 

cancer. The event is for all the family, 

with fancy dress, kids’ entertainment 

and games, disco, bouncy castle, 

music, food, ladies football courtesy 

of Watford FC ladies team and the 

star attraction, a celebrity 6-a-side 

football tournament. 

 

Oxfam and Monsoon 

Oxfam is offering an exciting range of 

homewares specially designed for the 

overseas aid charity by high street 

fashion retailer Monsoon. 

Kitchen textiles including oven gloves and 

tea towels come in a vintage-inspired 

cherry print and are made by members of 

the Self Employed Women’s Association 

SEWA, a community co-operative in India. 

Fair Trade organizations Noah’s Ark and 

Tara Projects, which also support low 

income artisans in India, will supply a 

range of enamel goods including a 

storage tin and decorative plant pots. 

There is a special 20% off introductory 

offer so now is the time to start cherry-

picking. 

 

Christian Aid 

Christian Aid Week is the 12-18 May, and 

takes place right across the country. 

Please support Christian Aid’s work 

amongst the poorest communities in the 

world, and especially the 870 million who 

have little or no food each day. Here in 

Berkhamsted put money in the red 

envelope which may come through your 

letterbox and hand it to the collector. 

Visit the stall in the market on Saturday 

morning 18 May. Donate online at 

caweek.org. It all helps to bring Life 

Before Death for the poorest people in 

the world.  

Local noticeboard 
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We moved to Berkhamsted because … 

Our family was growing. I was working in 

the University of London. We had already 

moved from Chiswick to Amersham and 

we knew we wanted to live on this side of 

London. We had looked at towns and 

villages all around London from Kent to 

Essex and decided that the Chiltern 

countryside was more unspoiled, less 

manicured and more accessible than 

most. It was convenient for travel to  

Yorkshire and the West Country where our 

parents lived. I love old houses and my 

wife indulges my idiosyncrasies. 

Berkhamsted has attractive Victorian and 

Edwardian properties and one day an 

estate agent's description of one of them 

dropped through our letterbox. We were 

already aware of Berkhamsted, not 

uninterested in the schools, where I had 

already given a talk to the local 

Geographical Association and had got to 

know some of the staff, and I had work 

colleagues living in Berkhamsted. So we 

made the short journey from Amersham 

and looked at the town, but it was the 

house that made the decision. The estate 

agent showing us over the house 

apologised for its state of dilapidation and 

I suspect that nothing had been done to it 

by way of maintenance and improvement 

since the 1930s, but as soon as we had 

walked around it, we knew, there and 

then, that it was going to be our home, 

and here we are, in the same house, not 

quite so dilapidated, forty years on. Only 

later when we had moved here did we 

come to appreciate that Berkhamsted is a 

town with a real heart, centred around the 

High Street, and a real sense of community 

into which we found ourselves most 

warmly welcomed. 

I think the most beautiful sight in 

Berkhamsted is ... St Peter's Church – at 

the heart of our town, probably the finest 

parish church in the county, and inside - a 

place of great calm and beauty. 

The local place where I like to relax and 

reflect is ... in my study surrounded by my 

books. 

I'm proud to live in Berkhamsted because 

…It has a strong sense of community with 

many groups and activities that bring 

people together to achieve positive 

outcomes – the Berkhamsted Walk, the 

Swan; the Petertide Fair, and countless 

clubs and societies. It has a history rich in 

incident and royal favour. It has a castle. It 

even has its own cinema, the wonderful 

Rex and its own symphony orchestra, the 

truly excellent Bridgewater Sinfonia and 

societies that regularly attract speakers 

and performers of international standing.    

If I could change one thing about 

Berkhamsted it would be … the buildings 

on the north side of the High Street 

between the old Town Hall and The 

Wilderness. 

Berkhamsted is crying out for … a sensible 

parking strategy, not least a reasonably 

priced multi-level car-park, preferably 

underground. 

When I tell people about Berkhamsted I 

always tell them … 

How well placed it is; convenient for 

London, but surrounded by beautiful and 

accessible countryside; and generally 

untroubled by crime and anti-social 

behaviour – a safe place to live.  

My Berkhamsted 
 

Geographer and local historian Christopher Green tells us his thoughts on the town 
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A Public Meeting to launch this new 

Charitable Trust will be held in  

St Peter's Church  

8.00 pm on Wednesday 15
th

 May. 

All are welcome 

 

Why is St Peter's important to our town? 

 

Berkhamsted is an attractive place - an 

ancient market 

town with a 

long and 

fascinating 

history. St 

Peter’s Church 

has been at 

the heart of 

that history for 

over eight 

hundred years 

– a place of 

Christian 

worship and 

quiet 

reflection, and 

a medieval 

building where 

townspeople, 

school children and visitors can trace a 

rich heritage of architectural and local 

history. With the help of the Friends this 

heritage will be enriched and safeguarded 

for our children and grandchildren.  

In the church and its churchyards, which 

include the Rectory Lane Cemetery, lie 

buried the citizens who have shaped our 

town. Their lives are a source of interest 

not only to those of us who live in 

Berkhamsted but to many people in 

Britain and overseas researching their 

family histories.  

The Rectory Lane Cemetery is also the 

only large open space remaining at the 

east end of the town. With the help of the 

Friends it can become an attractive public 

amenity, a record of the town's past and 

a haven for wildlife. 

At the Heart of Berkhamsted 
The Friends of St Peter’s 
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What will the Friends of St Peter's do? 

 

They will have an active practical role in 

the care and maintenance of one of the 

finest medieval churches in Hertfordshire. 

They will encourage a wider appreciation 

of the church and its churchyards as a 

rich store of local and architectural 

history. 

They will be dedicated to the 

maintenance and improvement of the 

Rectory Lane Cemetery. 

Together with the long-established 

Cowper Society they will be responsible 

for the management of the flourishing 

programme of concerts, recitals and 

other events in St Peter's Church. 

They will organise social and fund-raising 

events. 

They will be a focus and resource for all 

who are interested in the continuing 

history of our town. 

 

Membership of the Friends will be open 

to all - £12 a year for individual members, 

£20 for families and £50 for institutional 

and business members.  

 

If you are interested in supporting the 

Friends, come to the meeting on 15
th

 May 

to learn more, or pick up a membership 

application form in St Peter's Church or 

the Library or the Civic Centre or online at 

www. stpetersberkhamstedfriends.org.uk 

 

Income generated by subscriptions, 

events, legacies and other fund-raising 

will be used solely to support the work of  

maintaining and improving St Peter's 

Church and its churchyards. 
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Santiago de Compostela, in the far north-

west corner of Spain, is one of the world’s 

great pilgrimage sites. Legend says that 

the martyred body of the apostle St 

James (Santiago) was miraculously 

brought there and washed up on the 

shore, covered in scallop shells, and that 

his remains are buried in the cathedral. 

Pilgrims travel the Camino de Santiago 

from their homes all over the world, 

mainly along certain recognised routes 

indicated by scallop-shell symbols. 

St Peter’s choir has acquired a tradition of 

travelling abroad every other year, to sing 

in some of Europe’s great cities and 

churches. The week after Easter it packed 

up its robes and music and went to sing 

two concerts and a mass in Santiago.  It 

was a most rewarding and moving 

experience, and one we shall never 

forget. 

The first concert was in the Museo del 

Monasterio San Martin Pinario, a 

seventeenth century church which serves 

as a museum with a magnificent barrel 

vault ceiling and a massive gilded wooden 

altarpiece which completely dwarfed the 

choir standing in front of it. Because of all 

the old wood no heating is allowed in the 

church, and in the coldest, wettest spring 

since records began, we were very glad of 

a cassock’s extra layer of insulation. 

However, the acoustic was wonderful, 

and the reception from a mostly Spanish 

audience was warm and friendly. Two of 

the young choristers stood at the back 

afterwards and not only sold some of the 

choir’s CDs, 

but 

received 

promises of 

a return 

visit the 

next 

evening. 

The second 

concert 

was in the 

Capilla 

General de 

Animas, 

(Chapel of 

the Souls) a 

late 

eighteenth century church with a façade 

showing a collection of souls huddling 

together in the fires of purgatory; inside 

are polychrome three-dimensional scenes 

from the Via Crucis, with figures sculpted 

after the citizens of the time. The acoustic 

responded beautifully to the choir’s 

selection of works by a whole range of 

composers from the early Elizabethans to 

the present day, and Jon Lee made a tiny 

and recalcitrant organ sound like the best 

of instruments once he had cured the 

foghorn effect. Another enthusiastic 

reception, and several people who had 

been at the first concert came back for 

the second. It was a peripatetic audience: 

people found it too cold to stay for the 

whole concert, but as one group quietly 

got up to leave, another would come in 

and take their place, and the pews were 

full.   

Singing in Santiago 
 

Kate Perera shares her experience of St Peter’s choir’s 

The cathedral in Santiago de 

Compostela  
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During the day we visited the city. It does 

not have many beautiful buildings (San 

Martin is an exception) but there are 

grand and imposing ones, such as the 

Hostal de los Reyes Católicos, built as a 

hostel for pilgrims on the Way, and 

providing everything the pilgrim could 

wish for, from a lying-in room to a place 

from which the dying could watch mass. 

The cathedral itself has several floors to 

visit, with its own museum. And for those 

more secularly inclined, the food, 

especially fish, is excellent and 

remarkably inexpensive. Walking around 

the stone-paved streets, most of which go 

steeply uphill, we would meet each other 

and exchange views and 

recommendations.   

On Sunday April 7, St Peter’s choir sang at 

the Pilgrims’ Mass in the cathedral. This 

was the climax of the visit, and quite 

unforgettable. The cathedral was packed 

to overflowing – we think there will have 

been over 1500 people there. The 

Archbishop welcomed pilgrims from all 

over the world and gave a special 

welcome to those with standing room 

only, hoping they would not be too 

uncomfortable. St Peter’s choir was 

placed in the aisle to the side of the altar. 

We sang the Introit, and the Alleluya from 

Monteverdi’s O Beatae Viae; during 

communion, we sang various pieces 

including a setting Adrian Davis had 

written specially for the occasion, of Sir 

Walter Raleigh’s His Pilgrimage.   

Finally, at the end of the mass, the 

Archbishop announced that they were 

going to celebrate “as is traditional with 

us” with the Botafumeiro. This is the 

largest thurible in the world, 1.60m high 

and weighing 80 kg. It is filled with 

charcoal and incense, and eight 

tiraboleiros pull the ropes attaching it to 

the cathedral ceiling to swing it almost to 

the roof of the transept, reaching speeds 

of fifty miles an hour and dispensing 

incense originally intended to fumigate 

the unwashed pilgrims. The choir was 

asked to stand aside, and the censer flew 

at head-height right through the middle 

of us; it was not only the youngest 

choristers who stood there with their 

mouths open.    

After that it was time to go home – a 

good thing, as nothing could rival an 

experience like that. The cassocks go back 

in the vestry, the music folders go back in 

their boxes.  It will be difficult, if not 

impossible, to think of where to go next. 

 

Give me my scallop-shell of quiet, 

My staff of faith to walk upon, 

My scrip of joy, immortal diet, 

My bottle of salvation, 

My gown of glory, hope’s true gage 

And thus I’ll take my pilgrimage. 

The botafumeiro in motion  
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This year’s annual 

Petertide Fair is 

taking place on 

Saturday 15 June, 

10am – 3pm in the 

grounds of St Peter’s 

church. The Fair is 

one of the highlights 

of the town’s 

calendar with lots to 

appeal to all ages.  

There’s lots for 

children to do including a toy stall, 

children’s games to play including Splat 

the Rat and the Eggshell game, train rides 

and Punch & Judy whilst adults will enjoy 

having a go on the bottle tombola, 

finding a bargain at the bric-a-brac or 

bookstall or sitting back and listening to 

the entertainment with a refreshment in 

hand! 

This year we’ll 

also be 

running a 

Silent Auction 

on the day 

where you 

can bid for 

unusual or 

inspiring 

experiences 

such as a ride 

in a flight 

simulator or 

to have the 

papers and 

morning 

coffee 

delivered to 

your door one 

weekend!  

All money raised from 

the Fair this year is 

going to support 

Home-Start Dacorum, 

which offers support, 

friendship and 

practical help to 

families with at least 

one child under the 

age living locally and 

Maji Mazuri which helps deprived 

communities in poverty-stricken Kenya 

through various socio-economic 

initiatives.  

If you would like to help with the Fair 

(provide a lot for the Silent Auction, help 

on the day, donate items for the stalls) 

please contact Pru Murray on 0142 

871386/prunellamurray@btinternet.com. 

 

Counting down to the Petertide Fair 

The annual Petertide Fair 
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Your Berkhamsted Clergy 
Fr John Russell 

Dear Friends, 

It would be easy to think 

Easter is all over now, but 

Easter doesn’t end on Easter 

Day. It is actually never over; 

indeed in church we 

recognise that fact, by 

celebrating the Resurrection every single 

Sunday of the year in the Eucharist. Neither 

does the bible stop with the Resurrection; 

the four gospels take up a little under half 

of the entire New Testament, setting out 

the life and ministry of Jesus, the remainder 

in various ways, witnesses to the results of 

that most incredible act of God. 

An act of what some might see as supreme 

stupidity on the part of God - the giving of 

his only Son to the world, the reality of his 

Son becoming vulnerable to a wicked world 

and the allowing of his Son to be crucified. 

Of course there was a purpose behind 

God’s plan, even if much of the world chose 

to ignore it; the restoration of his Son 

through the Resurrection, would open the 

eyes of those with faith, to the wonders of 

his love and the highest regard he has for 

his creation. It is through that Resurrection 

that we see the restoration of human 

beings.  

The church chooses Sunday bible readings 

in this season, to emphasise the point, not 

only of the resurrection, but who and what 

Jesus was. Whether he was being 

challenged by some of the Jews as to 

whether he was truly the Messiah (John 10: 

22 ff), or the story of the restoration of 

Peter following the betrayal of Jesus on the 

night of his arrest, over a beach-side 

breakfast of barbecued fish (John 21: 1ff), 

these events demand a response from us.  

Jesus calls on us to trust him and to have 

faith in him, because through him, he 

assures us, we will come to eternal life. 

So when we really stop and analyse the 

Christian faith, we will discover that it’s all 

about the person of Jesus and in the events 

of Easter and our response to it.  

As regards evidence, if we expect or think 

the resurrection of Jesus is only about 

bringing the dead back to life we are 

deluding ourselves, it’s very much more 

than that. The final words from John's 

Gospel (these are written so that you may 

come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 

the Son of God, and that through believing 

you may have life in his name), should give 

us all the evidence we need, because these 

events are life-changing for the world; the 

revelation of God to his creation, means 

that nothing can ever be the same. 

It is up to those of faith to provide the 

evidence by and through our lives; we are 

the Easter People and our lives should bear 

witness that Jesus is the resurrection and 

life. As resurrection people, we should be 

energized, refreshed and renewed, 

although we may have squandered what 

we had in the past, God is with us, not 

keeping the score against us, and the only 

thing he counts are the pluses.   

Often our lives lie hidden with Christ, in 

God, but the Gospel writers don’t want that 

to be the case, they want us to be seen, and 

for the world to recognise what is going on, 

namely, that we are involved with Christ, 

and he with us; and that because we are 

involved with him, things are better than 

we had any right to expect. It is because of 

him, that black marks do not count against 

us – witness the restoration of Peter. The 

really good news is that the person of Jesus 

is the resurrection and the life. His victory 

over the cross was a once and for all event, 

but it continues to be on-going for the 

Easter people. 
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3rd Mon Pastoral Network, 7:45pm, The Court House. Contact Philippa Seldon 871534. 

Tues Chuckles Parent & Toddler Group, 10–11:30am. All Saints’ Church Hall.  Song 

Time or short service as announced.  Contact Jenny Wells, 870981. 

Tues St Peter’s Choir, Children 5:15–6:15pm. St Peter’s. Adrian Davis 01296 632263 

or Jean Wild 866859. 

1st Tues Tuesday Club, 7:30pm A lively women’s group with guest speaker. The Court 

House. Contact Barbara McKenna 871159. 

3rd Tues Mothers’ Union, meet in members’ houses at 2.30pm. New members always 

welcome. Contact Kathie Lally, 863526. 

4th Tues Mothers’ Union Prayer Group, 2:30pm. 17 Shaftesbury Court. Tell us if anyone 

needs your prayers. Contact Jenny Wells 870981. 

Wed Julian Meeting, meets about twice a month, 11:30am. All welcome. At Jenny 

Wells, 57 Meadow Rd, 870981 or at Ruth Treves Brown, 1 Montague Rd,  

863268. 

Thu Bellringing, 8pm, St Peters. Contact Helen Ruberry, 890949. 

Fri Little Fishes Parent & Toddler Group 9:30–11:30am. The Court House. Weekly, 

with short service on 1st Friday in St Peter’s (10am), Tracy Robinson 863559. 

Fri St Peter’s Choir, Children 7–8:30pm, Adults 7:30-8:30pm. St Peter’s. Adrian 

Davis 01296 632263 or Jean Wild 866859. 

3rd Sat ABC Prayer Breakfast, 8am for breakfast & prayers. Various local churches. 

1st Sun Sundays Together Lunch 12.30pm, Court House. For anyone on their own on a 

Sunday. Liz Jackson 864382. 

Regular Church Activities 

St Peter's 

Regular Sunday services 

8:00am Eucharist 

9:30am Sung Eucharist with crèche, Sunday School and Pathfinders 

6:00pm Evensong 

 

Regular weekday services 

Morning Prayer: Monday – Thursday 7:30am; Friday 8:00am, Saturday 9:30am  

Eucharist: Monday 6:00pm; Tuesday 9:30am at All Saints’ Shrublands Road; Wednesday 

8:00am; Thursday Holy Communion 12:30pm; Friday 7:30am; Saturday 10:00am 

Evening Prayer: Monday 5:45pm, Tuesday – Saturday 5:00pm 

Regular Church Services 
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Weddings 

St Peter’s: 

16
th

 March: Stuart Turner and Trudy Ann Masson  

Funerals: 

St Peter’s: 

1
st
 March: Irene Alice Emily Dunford  

4
th

 March: Sheila Winifred Miller 

7
th

 March: Geoffrey Victor Ripley Watson 

21
st
 March: Lois Mary Moriarty 

Key Church contacts 

Parish Office, Hilary Armstrong and Kate Perera, Court House, 878227. 

Fr. Michael Bowie, 864194 (day off Thurs), Team Rector, St Peter’s. 

Fr. Tom Plant, 382633 (day off Fri), Curate, St Peter’s 

The Revd. Rachael Hawkins, All Saints’. 

St Peter’s  

Tues 7
th

 May: Petertide Gatsby Dinner 

Sat 15
th

 June: Petertide Fair 

Events presented by the Cowper Society at St Peter’s Church or the Court House, 

Berkhamsted  

Wed 1
st

 May at 6.15am: MAY MORNING MADRIGALS sung from the Tower of St Peter’s 

Church under the direction of Adrian Davis, followed by BREAKFAST in the Court House. 

Donations for breakfast please. 

Sat 11
th

 May at 7.30pm: CONCERT in St Peter’s Church – Berkhamsted Choral Society Purcell. 

‘Dido and Aeneas’ and other works.  Tickets £13/£11, U18s free from Cole Flatt & Ptnrs, 124 

High Street, Berkhamsted.  

Wed 15
th

 May at 8.00pm: LAUNCH of the The Friends of St Peter’s in St Peter’s Church.  All 

are welcome. 

Sat 22
nd

 June at 7.30pm: Bridgewater Sinfonia concert 

All Saints’ 

Sunday 5
th

: Sixth Sunday of Easter: 8am Holy Communion, Revd Brian Tebbutt; 10am Morning 

Worship, David Williamson 

Sunday 9
th

: Ascension Day (Thursday), 8pm Holy Communion, Revd Geoffrey Farrar 

Sunday 12
th

: Sunday after Ascension Day (Christian Aid), 10am Morning Worship, 

Ruth Treves Brown 

Sunday 19
th

: Pentecost, 10am Holy Communion, Revd Barrie Allcott, 4pm Messy Church,  

Messy Church group 

Sunday 26
th

: Trinity Sunday, 10am Holy Communion, Revd Janet Ridgway and Malcolm Lindo; 

4pm Healing Service, Jenny Wells, Tracy Robinson, and Audrey Cox 

This Month’s Diary 

Registers 

Further information available from our church websites: 

www.stpetersberkhamsted.org.uk and at www.allsaintsberkhamsted.org.uk 
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Have a Home Box 

The Hospice of St Francis Home Box 

scheme is thirty years old this year and 

the charity is very grateful to its small 

cardboard containers! The scheme brings 

in around £50k a year as just under 3,000 

locals keep them on their mantelpieces or 

kitchen work top and pop in their small 

change whenever they remember. 

 

Pippa Chappell, Community Fundraiser, 

comments, “The Home Boxes are one of 

our major sources of fundraising. It never 

ceases to amaze me that just a few coins 

in these boxes during the year all add up 

and, combined, can raise a phenomenal 

amount 

which goes 

to help 

local 

people 

with life-

limiting 

illnesses. 

 

The new-look boxes can be picked up 

from any of the Love to Give Hospice 

shops or visiting www.stfrancis.org.uk/

homebox 

 

Hospice Choir 

The Hospice of St Francis is launching its 

own choir – open to all! It will cover all 

kinds of music from Beatles to Bach. 

Contact Liz Hughes to find out more: 

liz.hughes@stfrancis.org.uk or call 01442 

869550. 

 

 

Hospice Garden Party – Sunday 2nd June 

2-5pm 

Come to Ashridge House and spend an 

afternoon strolling through the beautiful 

gardens, sipping a Pimms, indulging in a 

cream tea, browsing the stalls and 

enjoying the family entertainment. 

Tickets £4 in advance from the Hospice’s 

Love to Give shops or £5 on the day.  

 

Midnight Walk  - Saturday 29
th

 June  

Do sign up for our annual Midnight Walk 

which gives the chance to walk in 

memory of friends or relatives, 

participate in a team walking challenge or 

just for a fun night out with friends. 

There’s a 5 or 11 mile route starting in 

Hemel and ending in Berkhamsted. It 

costs just £15 to register and participants 

are asked to raise as much as they can for 

the Hospice by securing sponsorship. £85 

could provide an hour’s nursing care 

whilst £77 could help pay to maintain our 

beautiful landscaped gardens for a week. 

Please visit www.stfrancis.org.uk/

midnightwalk. 

Hospice News 
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Saturday 25 May 2013 from 10am 

64 High Street, AL3 8HZ, Markyate 

 
Held in a delightful, private family garden 

in the middle of the village, you could not 

wish for a better venue in which to select 

your summer bedding plants, a selection 

of perennials and the ever popular fruit 

and vegetable plants. 

 

The plants on sale have been selected 

and nurtured from seeds and plugs by 

our dedicated team of volunteers. You 

can also pre-order hanging baskets or 

containers to suit you – just contact the 

number below. And there’s no need to 

worry about carrying your purchases to 

your car – young hands will be on 

available to help. 

 

You can hear of the work of the St 

Francis, buy cards and numerous garden 

items from the Hospice stalls. Enter the 

raffle for handmade garden ornaments, 

lunch at one of our country pubs, a place 

on a wine tasting evening, a coach trip 

and many other desirable prizes.  

 

Your young children will be entertained, 

including by a face painting artist, whilst 

you enjoy the very best freshly-brewed 

ground coffee or tea served with a variety 

of home-made cakes and biscuits.  

 

This can be followed by one of our picnic 

lunches on offer to provide you with yet 

another reason to extend your stay in this 

delightful garden. 

You can relax with your friends and meet 

the Mayor of Dacorum or our MP, all 

whilst listening to gentle live music in this 

country garden. 

 

This is Markyate’s Party of the Year freely 

open to all who love their gardens and St 

Francis. The ‘Plant Sale’ – as Markyate 

knows it – has been supporting the 

Hospice for more than half its thirty one 

years, making ever greater donations to 

its remarkable work. Last year we raised 

in excess of £5,000. This year we hope – 

with your help – to give the Hospice an 

even larger gift to support the invaluable 

care they provide. 

 

Details: Ian Bradley—01582 841341  

Markyate Plant Sale, Supporting the Hospice 

of St Francis 
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McCLEANs 

DECORATORS 

 

Interior and Exterior 

 

Established 1985 
 

Excellent local references 

Free estimates and advice 
 

For a good reliable 

installation of all plumbing 

and 

heating systems 
 

Gassafe registered  

with over 30 years  

CG HOLDER 

PLUMBING & 

HEATING LTD 

 

01442  862244  

07973 144336 
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This month’s dip into the 2012 census 

looks at the overall population, females 

outnumbering males, and variations in 

population density. The table illustrates 

how my neighbourhood in Berkhamsted 

compares with the wider area of my part 

of the town, and then 

with further 

geographic 

hierarchies up to 

Dacorum, the East 

region and finally 

England. My own 

neighbourhood, 

known as Dacorum 

14D, has a population 

of just over a 

thousand, which is to be expected as 

neighbourhoods equate very roughly to 

one thousand people. The gender 

breakdown is very even, with just six 

more females than males. Interestingly, 

out of England’s population of a little 

over 53 million, there are nearly a million 

more females than males, or a difference 

of 3% compared with 1% in my 

neighbourhood. Though intriguingly in 

Dacorum as a whole there are 6% more 

females than males. 

The population density figures tell the 

tale of urbanisation. Density is the 

number of people per hectare. The figure 

for my neighbourhood is a relatively high 

38.5 people per 

hectare, 

explained by a 

housing estate of 

terraced housing. 

That for Dacorum 

as a whole is only 

a shade under 

seven people per 

hectare. And the 

population 

density for the whole of England is even 

lower, at a little over 4%. It seems there is 

still perhaps a little more space on this 

island than we think. More snippets from 

the census next month.  

 

Image Source: Office for National Statistics 

licensed under the Open Government Licence 

v.1.0.” 

Figuring out our nation 
Julian Dawson discovers that females outnumber males in Dacorum 

 

Qualified Clock Maker 

(over 30 years experience) 
 

Antique and quality clocks 

repaired  

and restored 
 

Also watches, barometers  

and music boxes 

BRIAN S GROOM  MBHI 

Telephone:  01525 872679 
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Spring Plant Fair 

Despite the lack of spring-like weather, 

preparations are well on the way for 

our annual Spring Plant Fair on Sunday 12 

May, 11am-4pm. Entry is free and there 

are 1,000s of plants for sale from private 

gardens and  commercial nurseries. Come 

early to get the best bargains. We'll 

happily receive plants any time between 

now and 5 May, just as long as they're 

well-rooted and healthy. And our 

customers will also be very pleased if you 

would please label your plants, especially 

giving the colour of ornamentals! It really 

doesn't matter what the plants are - 

vegetables are especially popular, as well 

as fruit bushes, but we welcome anything 

sellable! Every year, volunteer growers 

help make this event a huge financial 

success, allowing the Friends to raise 

several thousands of pounds, which go 

directly to the upkeep of the National 

Trust Ashridge Estate. In recent years, 

these funds have provided new mobility 

vehicles for the less able-bodied, a new 

mobility vehicle- and wheelchair-friendly 

path, forestry equipment, fencing, and so 

on for a long list. The woods, 

commons and parkland are wonderful 

amenities to have on our doorsteps, and 

the Friends' events are run solely to keep 

these beautiful places in good shape. 

The plant fair takes place at the National 

Trust Ashridge Estate Visitor Centre, 

Monument Drive, Ringshall, HP4 1LX. If 

you'd like more information or have 

plants to offer, call John Cartwright on 

01442 864 984. Pots and compost are 

available if you need them.  

Gentle Strolls  

Brian and Sian Barton's 'Gentle Strolls' 

programme  through the National Trust 

Ashridge Estate made a welcome return 

in April, running once a month right 

through the summer until October. 

Explore the Ashridge Estate at a leisurely 

pace, admiring the flora and fauna as you 

go - stout footwear is recommended; all 

are welcome. No booking required - just 

bring £2.50 per person on the day. For 

more information, call 01442 823 727.   

Tuesday 7 May 2.30pm  - Gentle Stroll - 

Meet Ling Ride car park, off Beacon Road, 

Map ref SP 982 143 

Friday 14 June 10.30am  - Gentle Stroll - 

Meet B4506 road end of Monument 

Drive, Map ref SP 979 127 

Thursday 11 July 2.30pm – Gentle Stroll – 

Meet Visitor Centre, on Monument 

Green, Map ref SP 971 131 

Monday 19 August 2.30pm  - Gentle 

Stroll - Meet Clipperdown car park off 

Beacon Road, Map ref SP 964 156 

Wednesday 18 September 10.30am - 

Gentle Stroll - Meet B4506 road end of 

Monument Drive, Map ref SP 979 127 

Tuesday 15 October 10.30am - Gentle 

Stroll - Meet B4506 road end of 

Monument Drive, Map ref SP 979 127 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green fingers and gentle strolls 
 

News of forthcoming events at Ashridge 



 

26 

 

 
As a soft furnishings designer I create 
exciting designs and ideas for practical 

and beautiful homes.  
 

 From handmade curtains, valences, 
cushions and upholstery to Roman, 
Venetian, Vertical and Roller blinds, 

everything beautifully made and fitted to 
the highest standards.  

 

 You can use your own or choose from my 
range of the latest fabrics as well as 

traditional favourites. I also supply and fit a 
wide range of tracks and poles.  

 

 So if you have just moved into your new 
home or just want to update the look of 

your interior, call me.  
 

 Sue Hawkins in Studham  

 01582 873358 

 

Tel : 01296 630124  

Mobile : 07825 747773 

Email : steve.rozental@circuitfix.co.uk 

Website : http://circuitfix.co.uk 

Approved Contractor and 

Part P Registered  

• Rewires 

• Replacement Fuse Boards 

• New Circuits 

• New Sockets, Switches 

• New Light Fittings 

• Downlights 

• Smoke Alarms 

• PAT Testing 

• Power to : extensions               

sheds, garages, ponds,            

gardens, lofts                

workshops 

• CCTV 

• Access systems 

• Gate automation 

• Satellite systems 

• Telephone extensions 

• PAT Testing 

• Periodic Inspection & Testing 

• Landlords Certificates 

 

True True 

commitmentcommitment  
...Bailey & Sons...Bailey & Sons  

BERKHAMSTED'S JEWELLER SINCE 1872 

9 Lower Kings Road 

Berkhamsted 

Herts HP4 2AE 

01442 863091 
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On April 16th I attended the hustings, 

held at The Kings Arms, for the County 

Council election. By the time you are 

reading this we will know the outcome of 

the election, but as I write this in April 

there is still much of interest to comment 

on about the evening itself. 

 

My first impression was that each of the 

five candidates was a man of middle-age, 

or older. I have nothing against middle-

aged men, being one myself, but this 

does seem a very limited pool from which 

to choose a representative for the whole 

town. Berkhamsted is rich in people both 

young and old, male and female, who are 

running successful businesses, making a 

difference in the voluntary sector and 

contributing in many other ways to local 

life. Shouldn't we be asking ourselves 

why this is not reflected by any of the 

political parties? 

 

I counted about forty people 

in the audience. Many were 

familiar faces who are 

actively involved in town life 

and campaigns. To start, our 

host Lindy Weinreb, of Dee 

TV, reminded us of the not 

inconsiderable powers and 

responsibilities of a County 

Council. Berkhamsted has a 

population of about 18,000, 

which by my calculations 

means that less than 0.25% of 

them came out to hear from 

the people who want to 

represent their interests on the Council. 

Personally, I found it much more useful to 

hear the candidates speak than merely to 

read their campaign literature, and I think 

the experience has influenced who I will 

vote for (it actually made my choice less 

straightforward than I had previously 

imagined!). We all grumble about the 

Council decisions we disagree with, so it's 

a pity more people didn't take this 

opportunity to meet our current County 

Councillor, as well as those who would 

like to take his place. 

The audience's questions mirrored many 

of the main preoccupations of our age - 

particularly concerning the environment, 

education and crime. You can view the 

whole Question Time debate, in separate 

videos per question, at www.deetv.tv/

events/question-time-berkhamsted/ 

 

(continued on page 28) 

Local democracy in action 
 

Ian Skillicorn 
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(continued from page 27) 

 

In fact, as well as being an exercise in 

local democracy, the event was a 

reminder that we are fortunate to have 

our own "local TV" service in Dacorum. 

Lindy and Mischke Weinreb of Dee TV are 

to be congratulated for organising a 

valuable and professional event. If you 

haven't visited Dee TV's website yet, I can 

recommend it. 

 

It may be too late to influence your vote 

this time round, but perhaps watching  

 

the debate online will encourage you to 

find out more about the prospective 

candidates in four years' time. Who 

knows, it may even inspire you to think 

about standing yourself next time, to 

shake up the status quo a bit. 

 

Dee TV are also interested in hearing from 

residents who have views about the 

redevelopment of the police station and 

library plot, in order to film some vox pops 

for the start of the consultation. You can 

contact them through their website. 

News from the Pepper Foundation 

On Sunday 

12
th

 May at 

6pm, a 

special 

service will 

be held at St Peter's to celebrate 25 years 

of music and fundraising for the Pepper 

Foundation, which funds a local hospice 

at home service for children.   

The Pepper Children’s Nurses and Family 

Support Team are currently caring for 50 

children, aged from birth to 19 years old, 

all of whom have life-limiting and life-

threatening conditions. Working 24 hours 

a day, 7 days a week on an on-call 

system, the team makes it possible for 

terminally ill children and young people 

to spend their last months, weeks and 

days at home. 

‘If you ask a sick child to describe the best 

place to be during their illness, they are 

likely to tell you – at home with my 

family.’   Pepper Children’s Nurse                                                                      

 

From its roots in a performance of Sgt 

Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band in 

1989, it’s only fitting to mark the charity’s 

quarter century with a musical 

celebration. As Robert Breakwell, Pepper 

Founder, Patron and Musical Director, 

said, ‘I could never have imagined how 

our small performances of the album on 

two summer evenings could have led to a 

charity - wholly committed to helping 

local children and their families - 

celebrating its 25
th

 anniversary.’ 

The evensong will include a variety of 

music from the church choir, and Pepper 

musicians and singers: something from 

the Beatles, Howells’ Collegium Regale, a 

setting by Robert Breakwell of Psalm 21 

and well-known hymns. The service will 

culminate in a performance of Handel's 

Hallelujah Chorus. If you're a singer, 

please feel free to join in; copies of the 

music will be available on the evening.   

 

For more information about the 

evensong, or Pepper’s work in children’s 

own homes across Herts and Bucks, 

please see www.pepper.org.uk. 
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RecipeRecipeRecipeRecipe    

Salmon and chickpea salad 
This is a lovely, fresh tasting salad for the 

summer which takes advantage of 

seasonal summer vegetables. It is also 

extremely healthy and will leave you 

feeling very virtuous. These quantities 

serve four adults. 

 

Ingredients 

4 salmon fillets (of approximately 150g 

each) 

6 tablespoons of olive oil 

300g green beans 

200g sugar snap peas 

3 courgettes 

½ small bulb of fennel 

400g tin of chickpeas 

Juice of 1 large lemon 

1 tbsp honey 

salt and pepper 

Bunch of coriander, finely chopped 

200g Greek yoghurt 

 

1. Heat one tablespoon of oil in a 

frying pan and fry the salmon fillets 

until just cooked through. 

2. Top and tail the green beans and 

cut into short lengths and de-string 

the sugar snap peas. Cook the 

beans al dente in boiling water for 

3-4 minutes. Drop the sugar snap 

peas into the pan about 2 minutes 

before the beans are ready. Drain 

the vegetables, refresh in cold 

water, and then drain again and 

put in a large bowl. 

3. Slice the courgettes and heat 

one tablespoon of oil in a frying 

pan. Cook for several minutes until 

they have slightly browned, turning 

frequently to avoid them browning too 

much on one side. 

Tip the courgettes into the bowl with the 

beans and sugar snap peas. 

4. Finely dice the fennel and add to the 

bowl, along with the drained chickpeas 

5. Once the salmon has cooled a little, 

remove any skin and flake into bite sized 

chunks. Add the salmon to the salad as 

well. 

6. Make the dressing by mixing the lemon 

juice, honey and remaining 4 tbsp of 

olive oil in a small jar and shaking until 

combined. Season the salad with salt and 

pepper and mix through the chopped 

coriander. 

7. Pour the dressing over the salad and 

toss gently. Serve topped with a large 

dollop of Greek yoghurt and some crusty 

bread. 

Joanne Lloyd-Evans 
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Sophie Armstrong reports on the 

recent Brownie Thinking Day 
 

I’m a member of 4
th

 Berkhamsted 

Brownies. We meet every Monday in the 

Court House. We do lots of fun things. 

On Saturday 2
nd

 March we held our 

Thinking Day. Thinking Day is a day when 

all the Brownies in Berkhamsted get 

together to think about other people 

around the world. This year the theme 

was Brazil.   

 

At our Brownie meeting we made 

Brazilian maracas. We used old coffee 

tins and decorated them with tissue 

paper in the colours of the Brazilian flag – 

yellow, white, blue and green. 

On Saturday we had to dress in the 

colours of the Brazilian flag. We went to 

Thomas Coram School. There were lots of 

Brownies and some Rainbows and two 

Guides. It was really exciting to see so 

many other people. 

 

When we first got there we got into 

groups and went through the safety 

things. After that my pack did Brazilian 

dancing for our carnival at the end. The 

teacher showed us a routine. We had to 

shake our hands and do lots of fancy 

footwork. It was really good fun! After 

that, we made fruit kebabs. My kebab 

had pineapple, orange and mango on it. It 

was yummy!  

 

Then we went into the hall to make grass 

skirts and headdresses. We used coloured 

bin bags instead of grass. Each brownie  

 

pack made a float the carnival.  We used a 

bike to make our float. We used more  

coloured bin bags, balloons, stickers, pens 

and straw to decorate it. Some of the 

brownies used carts, skateboards and 

scooters. 

 

We finished with a carnival. My friend 

Matilda and I rode our carnival-float-

bicycle around the hall whilst everyone 

else did our dance and shook their 

maracas. 

 

At the end a trophy is presented to the 

brownie pack that does the most for the 

community. This year, 4
th

 Berkhamsted 

brownies won! 

Thinking day was really good fun. Thank 

you to everyone who organised it. 

 

If you’re involved in any of the groups or 

organisations for young people in 

Berkhamsted, we’d love to hear from you. 

Please send your articles to: 

editor@yourberkhamsted.org.uk. 

YOUNG BERKHAMSTED 
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Your SportYour SportYour SportYour Sport 

Lance Armstrong and Oscar Pistorius. Two 

highly acclaimed athletes that have gone 

from hero to zero in recent months. 

Armstrong was found guilty of taking 

performance enhancing drugs whilst Oscar 

Pistorius was charged with killing his 

girlfriend. However, this doesn’t this mean 

that sports stars can’t be positive role 

models for young people.  

There are still many people out there that 

can influence and have a positive effect on 

a young person’s involvement in sport. 

People such as Chris Hoy and Usain Bolt 

have reached the very top of the tree in 

terms of Olympic legends and have got 

there without cheating or committing 

crimes along the way. Usain Bolt’s 

incredible speed is so amazing that it should 

be a crime in itself to be able to run that 

fast over 100m. These two examples of 

famous athletes are major role models in 

their sport. Athletics and Cycling would be 

nowhere near as popular today without 

them in the sport. Both are multiple gold 

medal winners and they have ‘Inspired a 

Generation’ in the fact that more people 

have taken up the sport because of them. 

This fits in nicely with the topic of 

conversation as it shows that sports stars 

can be positive role models for the younger 

generation.  

They can be role models for you because if 

you participate in the same sport in which 

they do it will help to inspire you and 

become better in what you want to do. For 

example one of my role models is Theo 

Walcott because I believe I play like him 

and we share the same traits. The main trait 

would have to be speed as we’re both very 

quick. If he played for a different team 

other than the one I supported, I probably 

wouldn’t have chosen him as a role model 

though.  

The majority of sports stars are just the 

same as us apart from their salaries are 

much larger than the usual daily wage. The 

amount they earn is ridiculous compared to 

people who are ‘real’ heroes. For example 

doctors and nurses save lives and get paid 

hardly anything compared to sports men 

and women. However that’s not a reason to 

be jealous. Because they’re earning a lot of 

money it could spur you on to do better 

because the financial reward of making the 

top level is massive.  

Sports stars can also be role models 

because of their charity work. For example 

David Beckham is donating all his wages 

that PSG pay him to a French children’s 

charity. Meanwhile Beckham is also an 

ambassador for UNICEF.  Former tennis star 

Andre Agassi is another person who has 

given generously to charity and set up his 

own one called ‘Foundation for Education’. 

This gives children the chance to go to 

school when they previously haven’t had 

the chance too. These are just two of the 

examples of many athletes that 

continuously give to charity and shows that 

sports stars can be role models, especially 

to the people they’re helping within their 

charities.  
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