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Welcome to the August 2009 issue of
the Berkhamsted review

In his article this month lan Reay tackles
one of the irritations that afflict our lives
today - jargon; and he mentions one of the
developments that have allowed jargon to
flourish - Management. lan writes, and |
detect a note of weary resignation,
Management is now a specialism taught in
business schools. But it's not just in business
schools, in many universities Management
has been elevated to the status of a degree
subject and all those graduates have
invented for themselves a completely new
role in almost every branch of our nation's
social and economic activity - in commerce,
in industry and worst of all in our public
services. With what result? As lan Reay
indicates, decisions are taken, plans are put
in place by people who have no experience
or understanding of the day-to-day
practicalities on the shop-floor, or in the
classroom or the hospital ward. And because
they lack that understanding they devise
prescriptive working practices, targets and
schemes of assessment. Such management
devices become the main imperative, in
practice hampering the production of goods
and services and the work of teaching, and
healing. And most serious of all, trust
withers. The line manager is hovering with
his clipboard.

Christopher Green
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The death of
Michael Jackson, the
pop star, has started
the events we now

DeathofaPop  ,sqciate with death
Star and global celebrity:
Father Luke  Speculation about the
Geoghegan reflects C2Use Of his death,
lobal celebrity. Various family

O SIOBALCEICOHEY Y members in dispute
about his legacy,

mountains of floral tributes, queues of fans
paying their respects, arrangements for
crowd control at his funeral, attempts to
secure money or publicity, television
retrospectives ...

Clearly, Michael was a hugely talented and
popular musician but the attempts to inflate
his life into so much more than this say a
lot about our worldwide society. He has
been claimed by many as a role model
which seems extraordinary under the
circumstances. He was a man who
manifestly was not comfortable in his skin
with his frequent public surgery. He died
owing a fortune despite making several
fortunes in his lifetime. His fame and his
lifestyle gave rise to accusations of child
sexual abuse. He endured a series of
disastrous personal relationships. It is likely
that he was mentally ill but despite his
fortune and probably because of his fame
he was unable to recognise the need for
help, or to secure it. Under these
circumstances his extraordinary talent
dwindled. At his last London press
conference he said he was going to play the
songs his fans wanted to hear, a reflection
of the fact that for many years he had
produced no new material.

I have no problem is thanking God for
Michael Jackson. His music meant much
to a lot of people and made them happy.
However, it seems likely that happiness
eluded Michael Jackson.

A frequent clip that was shown as
Michael’s death broke was a fan saying
that This was the day the music died. |

review

don’t know how other musicians felt about
that: presumably they feel their music is
alive and well.

Both Michael and his more obsessive fans
need to recognise that there are bigger
things, and smaller things, that really
matter and are more likely to produce
happiness. Smaller things might include
role models who have sorted out their lives,
or at least, haven’t had such disastrous
experiences as Michael. Being happy with
who you are, maintaining a financial even
keel, investing in personal relationships -
all these things are more likely to bring
happiness.

Bigger things might include the realisation
that global celebrity is created both by the
fans and the celebrity. It sucks them both
into a vortex which at worst destroys the
celebrity and diminishes the fans.

Michael Jackson was a talented and
hugely popular musician. Perhaps if we’d
all kept it just at that it would have been
much, much better. <>

Parish Picnic

Sunday 9" August
at 1:00pm

Thomas Coram School
grounds
Bring your own picnic.
Pimms, soft drinks, tea and
coffee will be provided

Sign up in church
or contact

philippa@seldon.eu or
johnapritchard@hotmail.com




aJ W home services

gardening
building works
plumbing
carpentry
electrical
decorating

Friendly, efficient service -

over 30 years experience in property
Work charged at £15 per hour

FURNITURE
RESTORATION

Modern & Antique
French Polishing,

ANDREW Lacquer Finish,
WRIGHT Repairs. Kids
playhouses, Dens,
Treehouses.

07790 751335 Cabinet Making &

Carpentry. Spray Paint.
(answerphone) arpentry. spray Pain

Phone Brendon

01582 842817
07958 927806

BOOKS PURCHASED

HARDBACK BOOKS
WANTED OLD OR NEW
LARGE OR SMALL
AMOUNTS
HOUSE CLEARANCE
DISCRETION ASSURED
PROMPT PAYMENT

01442 862036

D J PROCTOR

Lortetorectts

~ Quality Menswear
{ Morning & Evening
' Wear Hire.

195 High Street 55 High Street
Berkhamsted Princes Risborough
01442-8635006 01844-344020

\ ELLIOTT FLOORING

Carpets supplied and professionally fitted

Sample service, to
view in the comfort of
your home/office

Wood flooring, variety
of woods & laminate

Carpet maintenance
and cleaning

Free estimates,
measuring and advice

Over 20 years experience

TellFax: Cholesbury (01494) 758855
Mobile: 07836 315333

hedlfherapy

Bowen Therapy & Lymphafic Clinic

Back, Neck & Joint pain
Arthritis

Respiratory problems

Hay fever

Sports injuries

Carpal tunnel & RSI

Stress & Fatigue

Glue Ear & Sinus problems
Oedema and Lymphoedema
Detox & Skin conditions

0791 463 4882
http://healtherapy.info
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ast year Leicester,
this year Croydon,
next year somewhere!
The Mothers’ Union

THREADS OF In the
BLUE

morning
Rosemary  Kempsell
spoke of the warmth
and generosity of love

General Meeting brings

The Voice of the Voiceless

she received wherever

together people from
all corners of these

Margaret Burbidge writes

she travelled around the
world. The threads of

: blue were there to
Z?s%rvevshe?zdins?fzzewgﬁm Mothers NI.N welcome, to show
united in their Christian care for families hospitality, to bring
commitment to make a ) - hope to those in great
better world for http://themothersunion.org need and to be a life-
families. Mindful of the line to others. The Unit

striking MU uniforms in

many countries, the
Worldwide President
Rosemary Kempsell

referred to Mothers’ Union
members and their work as
threads of blue. There were
a few uniforms but lots of
bags and badges, and on the
evening of Wednesday 17"
June members filled
Southwark Cathedral. The
ancient building sits on the
south bank of the Thames,
looking out over the diverse
communities of East
London, towards Surrey and
Gatwick Airport. We sang
heartily, prayed and listened,
comfortable in our solidarity, yet
challenged by the liturgy and the preacher
Margaret Sentamu, wife of the
Archbishop of York. The Gospel reading
was of Jesus meeting the Samaritan
woman at the well and in exploring this
story, she spoke of the importance of
conversations in the troubled times in
which we live. Conversations between
different cultures can change the way we
see the world. Jesus stepped outside the
boundaries of his religion and brought
hope and affirmation to the Samaritan
woman. We are called to take risks and
become the voice of the voiceless to bring
hope.

In the evening dusk the threads of blue
went their different ways, only to
reassemble and increase in number on
Thursday at the Fairfield Halls, Croydon.

Rosemary Kempsell
Worldwide MU President

Co-ordinators reported on
the year and the diverse
nature of Mothers’ Union
project work, empowering
women and supporting
family life.

There was no going to sleep
in the graveyard slot! After
lunch the Saltmine Theatre
Company performing their
drama When I'm calling
you kept us on our toes and
amused, but the comedy
portrayed situations we
could all recognise in our
own communities. Three
Provincial Presidents took
us to Africa via The West
Indies and the Southern
Cone (South America). Interviewed by
Reg Bailey, the Chief Executive, we heard
how despite different cultures and
environments, the problems affecting
family life were remarkably similar.

The day, framed by prayer and worship
drew to a close. The threads of blue moved
on to their coaches, trains and cars, pleased
to have met old friends, proud of the
achievements of The Mothers’ Union and
looking to the challenges of the future.
Rosemary Kempsell wrote in the Annual
Review, Our members are literally hands
around the world in an unbroken circle
‘bringing home’ Christian love and hope
as they reach out to others. This year it
was Croydon, next year it will be
somewhere and the threads of blue will
definitely be there! <>
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ELECTRICAL W CONTRACTOR
KM 91466

Blair Electrical Limited
Electrical Engineers & Contractors

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial installations

- people you can rely on

Blair Electrical Ltd. Unit 11 Akeman Business Park,
Akeman Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 6AF
Tel: 01442 827696

e-mail: info@blairelectrical.com
www.blairelectrical.com

Blair Electrical

Fax: 01442 827698

PETER D HANNABY
Painter and Decorator

Interior and exterior
work undertaken.

For competitive
guotations
please call:

mbl: 07765 250092
home: 01442 249187

JOINERY

Individually made
windows, doors,
cupboards and stairs.
Designed and made to
your exact
requirements in our
own workshop

John Turkentine
01582 794842

Abbeyfield

The Abbeyfield (Berkhamsted and Hemel
Hempstead) Society Limited

Independent but unhappy living alone?

Abbeyfield provide very sheltered houses at
Potten End
Hemel Hempstead
Leverstock Green

For further information contact:
Mrs Susan Pullen 01442 217578

Registered Charity No. 262424, Registered Office 175 High St. Berkhamsted

Wl Kimberley
Garden Services
01442 255784

Grass cutting
Hedge trimming
Patios cleaned
Gutters cleared

All cuttings and
clippings removed

References available

* & & o o

L 2

Why not phone
for a quote?

Paul’s
Plumbing

Services
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

LOCAL TRADESMAN

e

Tel: 01442 8751415
Mbl: 07811 1363381

RODERICK
WILSON

Fully qualified
TREE SURGEON
and FORESTRY

CONTRACTOR

Tel: 842716 (eve)
Mbl: 07768 937138
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Pousing  association news o o B he
were explaining to views truth.
housing tenants the way | suspect that it is the
in which a housing Jargon attempt to imitate the

association could work
and might benefit them.
We saw pictures and

lan Reay recognises the dead
hand of bureaucracy

language of scientific or
legal texts, to impress

videos of happy people

to lighten the message but the
presentation was full of
technical management speak
and jargon. There was lots of
talk about empowerment and
outreach and similar things but
it was not easy to see what was
actually being proposed. At
the end came question time.
One of the members of the
audience, one of the tenants,
piped up: All this has gone
over my head. What are you
actually going to do for us? He
said what | had not had the
courage to say, and he said it clearly and
to the point.

The usual purpose of language is to
communicate; that is to say, to express a
fact or a feeling, to share its meaning. But
this is not always so - more and more |
have found myself reading a piece of text
whose obscurity seems to be a deliberate
attempt to confuse me, to hide the truth,
rather than to explain, share or clarify.
The Spectator recently quoted, as an
example of this, the manager of a
company that was using resource
backfilling as a framing solution to their
resource contention issue. | have not
managed to work out what this means. |
think | know what a resource is but
cannot grasp how it can be backfilled, like
tins on a supermarket shelf. | think I
understand the meaning of framing and
solution but | do not see what a framing
solution is. As for a resource contention
issue . . . . This appalling practice is not
confined to the written word, though if it
is spoken it is, as often as not, a reading

lan Reay

and to attract the prestige
that goes with them without
understanding the reason, that is
the cause of jargon. There are
circumstances in which a choice
of words has to be very precise.
A technical language is used
which is the matter of experts.
Such, for example, is the case
with legal and scientific texts.
Legal statements have to be as
unambiguous as possible to
avoid expensive disputes and
court judgements. Legal texts
are notoriously unreadable but
serve a useful purpose.
Scientific texts also have to be very exact
and that detracts from their everyday
comprehensibility. But such language is not
always needed. For most of the time we do
not need the precision of science or the
law. Precision is not an essential element of
everyday life. On the contrary, ambiguity
and metaphor, when used vividly to make
meaning, are the stuff of a living language.

Jargon is the dead hand of bureaucracy. It
cannot be a coincidence that it is most
prevalent in large organisations, whether
government or private enterprise. One of
the worst offenders, in my experience, is
the National Health Service. The leaders of
these large organisations are remote and
rely on theory rather than immediate
experience to decide what course of action
to take. Management is now a specialism
taught in business schools and the taught
theory imitates science. It is in large
organisations, where the leadership is
shielded from the realities and
consequences of the actions that it is
pursuing, that jargon has now become
standard — a necessary qualification for the
job. X



For Personal Attention from Berkhamsted’s

only independent family business 50plus Hand‘yman
HANDYMAN SERVICE

J. WORLEY

(FUNERAL DIRECTORS) LTD
344 High Street, Berkhamsted

forbusiness, for the home

FUNERAL DIRECTOR and by the S0plus for peaple of all ages
MONUMENTAL MASON Electrical, plumbing,bathrooms, kitchens,

© GOLDEN CHARTER PRE-PAYMENT PLANS @ 24 HR EMERGENCY nterior & exerior,greralmlntenance
SERVICE ® COMPETITIVE PRICES ® PRIVATE REST ROOM FREE esfimates

Telephone Day/Night Berkhamsted 870326 wiwdhedlplus.couk 08452250435

LIMITED

MCLEAN SDlRSEHE

])]E(:‘)l{jl’l‘()l{S THE PROFESSIONAL REMOVERS

NEW CONTAINERISED WAREHOUSE
T’ gy T

INTERIOR AND IN OPERATION & OPEN FOR INSPECTION
EXTERIOR BETWEEN 9AM & 4PM

HOLDING UP TO 600 CONTAINERS

ESTABLISHED 1985
EXCELLENT LOCAL
REFERENCES
FREE ESTIMATES AND

SILVERDALE HOUSE, CANALSIDE, NORTHBRIDGE ROAD, BERKHAMSTED, HERTS HP4 1EG

ADVICE TEL: 01442 863959 or 01753 891151 FAX: 01442 862163
PHONE 01582 696032 Vi @ (i:c) —, ‘fvf\‘
ey g - i L)
MOBILE 07957 848222 g e = el | @

Strawberries Beetroot Turnips Chard Potatoes Raspberries Cabbage
Peas Gooseberries Leeks Garlic Broccoli Redcurrants Runner Beans

DAVID GIDDINGS

LANDSCAPES

GROVE FARM (Ses

Great Gap, lvinghoe,
Leighton Buzzard, LU7 9DZ

Open 10am everyday from approx mid June - October
Buy Fruit and Vegetables that you select and pick

Qualified Plantsman
Garden Construction
Planting  Aftercare

fresh from the farm - great fun for the whole family 4 Kingsley Walk,
Info Line 01296 668175 or for more information go to Tring, HP23 5DN
http://grovefarmpyo.co.uk and join our mailing list Tel: 826628

French Beans Cucumbers Gladioli Onions Sweetcorn Tomatoes Swede
Sunflowers Pumpkins Marrows Broad Beans Blackberries Cauliflower
Parsnips Courgettes Blackcurrants Carrots Spinach Brussels Sprouts
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t is with a great
sense of excitement
and anticipation that |

THE REVD
PENNY NASH

| felt drawn to go to
our local church in
Henley-on-Thames.
We had attended a few

am writing this my first
article for the
Berkhamsted  review.
We are now only

The new priest at Holy Trinity,
Potten End writes

months previously to
hear the reading of our
Banns of Marriage, and

weeks away from
our move from
Bristol to take up my |
new post in|
Berkhamsted as
Youth Minister and
Team Vicar for Holy |
Trinity, Potten End.
My family and |
have lived for the
past five years in
Bristol for my
training; two years at |
Trinity College and
a further three years
at Christ Church,
Downend where ||
have served as
Training Curate.

As a family we have
been privileged to
live in  many
different areas of the UK from London to
Cardiff, Henley to Hereford but are now
looking forward to a return to my family’s
roots; having been born in Leighton
Buzzard and having extended family in
Bedfordshire. We are hoping for a more
settled time for us as a family now that
my training is complete.

I have two children who are looking
forward to joining the Thomas Coram
Middle School in September and a
husband, Jez, who spends most of his time
producing and teaching music. Before
ordination, | had various jobs in the world
of beauty. After a failed attempt at
university, | trained as a Beauty Therapist
and longed to see more of the world. I
spent three years working on board cruise
liners in different parts of the world
before being lured home by love when |
met my husband Jez.

It was after we were married in 1996, that

found a community
where | felt | wanted
to return. There was
a sense of belonging
for me at that church
and, after not having
much of a church
background, | began
. to listen with great
interest. | made a
commitment to
| Christ during that
| time and joined a
wonderful  home
group who nurtured
my faith and allowed
an enormous number
of questions to be
asked.

My calling to
ordination began to
be explored whilst
living in Hereford in 2000 under the
guidance of a wonderful and patient
priest. It took three years of prayer and
listening to God before attending a
selection conference in February 2003. To
my genuine surprise, | was recommended
to train for ordination. We deferred my
training until 2004, so that our youngest
could start school as | started my training
full time. My husband has always been a
huge support to my calling, no more so
when he agreed to give up his teaching
role at the Royal National College to be a
house husband during my training. We
have had a good three years in my curacy
in Downend, Bristol and will be sad to
leave so many friends that we have made
during that time.

After moving in the summer, | look
forward to 6" September 2009 when |
will be licensed to my new role in the
Berkhamsted Team. <>



Contented
Cats

CUT/CATTERY COSTS
A cattery service brought

toyoyr home Fy

Looking after the needs of
Berkhamsted,
Hemel Hempstead
and Tring

07967 866 317

HANDY HOME SERVICES

Afriendly professional service,
where no job is too small

Electrical Services, Installation and Repairs (Part
P registered ) — Maintenance Services — Minor
Interior and Exterior Repairs — Assembly of Flat

Pack Furniture

cai IAIN BROWN
01442 384473 - 07850 102319

Stephen K Lofting

High quality Decorating
Passionate about client satisfaction

Interior and exterior work undertaken
Specialist in all types of wallcoverings
Free estimates

References available

Full Public Liability Cover

Tel: 01442 261149
Mobile: 07957 457423
Email: stephenloftingi@hotmail.com

Over 25 years experience in the UK & Overseas

T.A. LINGARD
MOTORS

BILLET LANE
BERKHAMSTED
Tel: Berkhamsted 871911

m WELDING

m SERVICING

m BREAKDOWN
RECOVERY

m BODY REPAIRS

INEC U VIING
Electrical

eSurveys
eInspections
e Advice

From the faulty light
switch to a complete
rewire

01442 871851
sparks@normcall.co.uk

http://normcall.co.uk

BRIAN S GROOM MBHI!
Qualified Clock Maker

(over 30 years experience)

Antigque and quality
clocks repaired
and restored
Also watches, barometers
e and music boxes

o
BAITIH HORDLOGICAL IWSTITUTE

Telephone: 01525 872679
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Walk took place on WALK sponsors, many pay a
Sunday 1OR‘ May donation on the day,
IZOO?(I and  we were A £9000 success g‘ﬂ;’g (gtvhl‘rf]g vigg'gggé'sp
uc to ave .
wondgrful weather Alex Evans reports We have received over

again for the walkers. Thank you to all
those who took part, and to those who
sponsored the walkers.

As usual, there were walks to cater for
differing tastes. 58 people registered for
the six mile walk from Ashridge
Management College which included
views of the wonderful bluebells we had
this year. But more than 58 actually
walked, as often families walked together
under one registration. Additionally, 24
girls from Abbot’s Hill School walked
these six miles — the school has been a
strong supporter of the Berkhamsted Walk
for several years. We are very grateful for
the school’s significant fund raising
efforts, pupils and staff alike.

Two more walks started and finished at
The Court House - one of about 13 miles,
the other of over 16 miles. About 150
people walked these routes, which also
included views of the bluebells, with a
furthest destination of Ivinghoe Beacon.

We are always pleased to see so many
people returning to walk year on year, but
are always keen to encourage new
walkers. We were delighted to see a group
from the Berkhamsted Youth Council,
encouraged by Clare Muir of The Swan
Project, enjoying themselves whilst doing
the Walk for their first time. Our website,
new for this year, attracted a lot of
attention and walkers. It’s well worth a
look in its own right on how to enjoy
walking in the Chilterns, go to http://
berkhamstedwalk.com .

There were many compliments about how
good all the different routes were this
year. New routes, thanks to the intrinsic
beauty around us in the Chilterns, will be
devised in 2010 when the Walk will take
place on Sunday May 9" 2010, please
enter it in your diary

£8,500, but with more
sponsorship and Gift Aid monies still due
we hope to exceed £9,000. The amount
raised is a significant increase on the
£6,500 raised in 2008, especially
considering we are in an era when
willingness to approach sponsors appears
to be diminishing, and we are in
recession. People raising monies through
the Just Giving website especially raised
high sums — many thanks to them. Why
not try raising your sponsorship this way
in 20107 It seems that the convenience of
making a credit card donation without the
hassle of collecting cash is the way of the
future, well proven and secure.

£9,000 is a wonderful total to be giving to
The Children’s Society - our walk is quite
famous in Head Office! You can be
assured that the money we raise is well
used on vital projects.

The Walk is thankfully well supported.
There is a lot of work done by volunteers
during the months leading up to the Walk
— planning the route, advertising, printing,
and organising the many other volunteers
for their roles on the day. Many more
people help on the day, manning
registration and check points, laying and
recovering way marks and safety notices,
and providing tea and cakes at The Court
House at the end of the day. We hope all
those involved will feel a glow of
satisfaction for providing pleasure while
raising funds for a vital cause.

The success of the Walk owes much to
our sponsors. This year a lot of time has
been spent by supporters providing
information for the new website. We are
very grateful to local Ambrit Web
Designers who have created a very

p20=>
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Computer Consultancy X

and Repairs
Getting your PC up and running again

Software installation & configuration
Basic and intermediate level training
Specialising in anti-virus, security & hardware upgrades

Andy Robinson 36 Trevelyan Way
Berkhamsted HP4 1JH
Mobile: 07885 966570

Andycr@dolphind4.demon.co.uk

Berkhamsted
Carpet Cleaning Ltd

Carpets, oriental rugs,
upholstery
Domestic and commercial

professional, good value fully
insured

CG HOLDER

PLUMBING & HEATING
LTD

For a good reliable
installation of all
plumbing and
heating systems

Corgi registered
with over 30 years

01442 862244

07973 144336

CHILTERN LANDSCAPING

Garden design, landscaping and garden service
including
Site & garden clearance, block and brick paths,
patios and walls, rotavating, turfing & lawn
maintenance, rockeries, ponds and water features

01442 876622
0788 405 8795

PO Box 903
Berkhamsted, Herts,
HP4 3ZQ

http://berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk

DAVE WATSON
5 The Mill,
Tring Road, Wilstone,
Herts HP23 4FP

tel: 01442 822948
mbl: 07956 985 365

A B Eaton {{'ﬂ.\

Plumbing & Heating Engineers

« Bathroom & kitchen refurbishment

« Underfloor heating

« All plumbing works
« Solar heating

« Small building works

30 years experience
0780193 8632 0787 143 2475

WEDDING
HAIR & MAKE UP
Any Special Occasion-10 years experience
Nails n” Wedding Belles
Professional Make-up Artists
&
Nail Technician.

We bring the salon to your home/
hotel for your special day.

Find out more at:

www.weddingbelles-watford.co.uk
enquiries@weddisgglélles-watford.co.uk
Tel: 01923 215383
You can also visit us on
Facebook under ‘Hair &
Make-up Artist’
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have to be reported

Ei?f?ge& 2ft tehg ACCESS, separately. No, I'pm not

Access Committee, | JIPOTHOLES AND makltTg thrlf up as rt]hgt is

am concerned that we YELLOW Lm ﬁxac Yy what has had to
have been so successful Es appen.

in resolving the needs

Naturally, this got me

of disabled residents, Norman Cutting asks - thinking as to why we
that new committee Do you Care? have so many holes and
members are not : worn out bits of
forthcoming. highway. | think I've identified the

Have we really resolved all the difficulties
that exist? Is everyone who is housebound
not needing any help outside? I'm sure it's
just that you don't like to ask. I mean, it's
just not British, is it?

Although, I've said it before, the
Committee is actually organised by the
Borough Council and chaired by our very
own access officer, John Gavin. It exists
to identify problems outside the home and
over the years, has achieved many small
improvements to help both the young, the
not so young, the disabled and, indirectly,
the able bodied.

As an example, as | was walking home
from the June meeting, | saw a young
mother struggling with her push chair up a
kerb where, although there were marks for
County to install dropped kerbs, they still
had not been done some six months after
being requested and marked - mental note
to chase up, so you see our Committee
does help everyone.

The usual excuse why we have difficulty
getting members is they are disabled and
find it difficult to attend the quarterly
meetings which generally last around an
hour, hence this request to carers to give
just four hours a year to provide hands-on
input and maybe make a difference. | do,
what's your excuse?

Whilst on the subject of County - tenuous
link, I know, but a lot of thought goes into
this. | reported a couple of pot-holes via
the Internet reporting system at http://
herts.org. They have an interesting system
inasmuch as you report a pothole, someone
pops along, marks the offending area and a
few days later, it/they get filled. The guy
who comes to mark obviously has
instructions to mark the hole/s reported.
Holes even on the other side of the road

problem. They resurface by laying only
about an inch of tarmac — which is why
you can still see the old lines on the
original surface when the new surface falls
apart.

I bet you all remember when every five
years of so, the tar lorry would pass down
the road, hotly followed by lorries going
backwards and tipping little stones onto the
hot tar and a great big heavy steam-roller
then pressed the stones into the layer of tar.
Some how, this tar got onto this little boys
fingers and had to be removed using a
small amount of butter. | believe this
system fell out of favour, when the new
lightweight diesel powered rollers were
introduced. It seems they just couldn't
'push’ the stones into the hot tar.

The latest edition of the English Heritage
magazine explains their current concerns
regarding the nations Conservation Areas
and why we seem to be neglecting these
areas. Did you know we have such things
as conservation area yellow lines. They are
narrower than the usual two-inch wide
ones, so do not intrude quite so much. At
the end of June, Holliday Street had the
nice wide ones placed from top to bottom.
It sticks out like a sore thumb as you come
down Gravel Path. English Heritage are
suggesting we lobby our Borough Council
to create a Heritage Champion as well as
obtaining one of their campaign packs.

If you are a member of the Citizens
Association or CARAB, it would do no
harm to contact them and ask what they are
doing to save our very own extensive
conservation area. If you are not a member
of either organisation, then you now have a
good reason to get involved and join. |
joined the Citizens, and look what
happened! X
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STEWARDSHIP

perpetual curates who
got the second-class

We hear a lot at the
moment, actually
in modern times
generally, about

Managing our Christian

jobs of substituting for
us in our old age, many

something called the
economy. The
economy, we notice, is
not what it was. You
may, however, be
surprised to know that

Household
The sermon preached by Father
Michael Bowie at St Peter’s on
28" June 2009

of whom never made it
to incumbencies.

Now we have pensions
and the whole church
has a new challenge, to
phrase it in

the concept the

economy as we have inherited it comes to
us from the ancient world via the New
Testament.

owkovopa.  (oikonomia) in the Greek
New Testament means the management or
stewardship of the household; it is the job
of being a steward or manager, hence our
churchy word, stewardship, appropriated
in the 1950s to the business of managing
and resourcing ourselves as a Christian
household. In 2009 perhaps management
is a more useful translation.

We’ve inherited much to manage from the
past in the Church of England, including
wonderful buildings like this at the heart
of their communities, dedicated to
wonderful ancestors in the faith like St
Peter. But one of the most complex
inheritances has been how we resource
and manage ourselves in order to maintain
a Christian community and a Christian
ministry in every place in this land. It
used to be done through a complex series
of endowments, rents and fees off which
the clergy lived very unequally from
parish to parish. There was also money
invested from the time of Queen Anne,
compensating the Church for some of the
depredations of previous monarchs,
especially Henry of less than blessed
memory.

That inheritance has been swallowed up,
really, by the practice of making us clergy
retire. When we didn’t retire, we didn’t
need pensions or places to live. We just
gently declined, in our Rectories and
Vicarages, gradually delegating the work
to others for a fraction of our stipends
until we sank peacefully into eternity.
Happy days! Except, of course, for the
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management-speak:
how to resource the day-to-day work of
the active, living church, the real Christian
heritage. Parishes are asked to pay a
contribution to the diocese each year and
this is by far our largest regular outgoing.
But the diocese is little more than a
banker in the transaction: the bulk of these
contributions returns to the parishes,
because the money pays for ministry -
clergy to celebrate the Eucharist for the
Christian family and lead parish life and
the ministry of all church members which
follows from that shared action of
worship.

A formula is applied to determine how
much a parish should pay. Applied to us
that formula results in us being asked to
contribute to the cost of ministry beyond
our parish as well as within it, so there is a
substantial outward-looking and
sacrificial aspect built in to what we give.
To put it simply, we pay for more
ministry than we receive. It is right that
we do that and are committed to doing
that. But the amount is large and getting
larger. It is unlikely ever to get smaller.

It was reported this week that my former
diocese of Sheffield is still home to some
of the poorest people in England and also
home to some of the most generous
church-going givers - an average per head
of over £12 per week, more than twice the
weekly average in this diocese. Is that
because in Sheffield having a church and
a ministry in their midst simply means
more to the people who give? | don’t
know, but there is a point there: how
much does it mean to us? We have
budgeted, in this parish, for a deficit of
£17,500 or so this year, an outcome which



we can’t sustain repeatedly. An increase
in our giving of around 20% would put us
in the black.

Now percentages can, of course, be
deceptive, especially in this area of
Christian stewardship or management.
One fifth, 20%, might sound a lot. But
remember the average giving in this
diocese is under £6 each per week, so I’'m
talking about a pound a week in many
cases. That isn’t a lot to many people that
I meet in Berkhamsted; it certainly isn’t to
me, less than | spent on my newspaper
yesterday. | do know people who can’t
afford it and are right in conscience not to
try; nor do we want to badger them. But |
also know that for many of us it's just a
matter of priorities.

In the autumn we’ll be promoting a
stewardship campaign to address this,
asking for your response. 1’ve been asked
to raise the matter today so that you can
think about it in the interim, possibly even
think about how you can contribute to the
campaign.

This is a moment in history when the
church needs your financial help as never
before. If the faith matters to you as it did
to our patron St Peter (we could say it was
a life or death priority in his case), |
would ask that you consider its priority in
your expenditure as well. My own
response has been to alter my priorities
and direct all my giving to this parish. For
the record that means that my giving to
the parish has moved from £10 to £30 per
week plus gift aid. |1 have no doubt I can
afford to do that in ways that some can’t.
But, if you think about what | said earlier,
by doing that I’m effectively subsidizing
my own stipend, which seems to me a
little odd. Nevertheless I’'m doing it
because | won’t ask others to do what |
don’t do myself.

I do want to ask you to examine or re-
examine the level and priority of your
giving to the church. | don’t want to make
pious or pseudo-biblical claims about

amounts or percentages, or frankly
superstitious arguments about the
relationship between blessing and

prosperity. | believe it’s simpler than that.
It’s about the cost of sustaining a
Christian community at the heart of the
wider community, one that should be its
heart, to the glory of God and to witness
to him.

This church, this Christian community,
does mean a lot in this town. I’m out and
about sufficiently to know that.
Increasingly, as | become one of you, it
means a lot to me as well. So this plea,
and it is a plea from the heart, is about
something straightforward: the
management, stewardship, of our
Christian family and household. We need
to manage, to steward this Christian
household and family just as generously
(and as responsibly) as we do our own.

Peter’s life was spent sorting out his
priorities, learning to get things right. The
annual festival of our patron saint is as
good a day as any | can imagine to
suggest taking stock of our priorities and
the value that we attach to them. Money
and value are not the same thing, of
course, but money is symbolic of value -
sacramental if you like.

At the altar we offer bread and wine as the
body and blood of Christ, gifts which
become the greatest gift, our link to the
one enduring sacrifice of Christ on the
cross. And we bring ourselves, our souls
and bodies, to offer as a living sacrifice in
the service of Christ.

As my favourite offertory hymn says:
All that we have we offer,
for it is all thine own
all gifts by thine appointment
in bread and cup are shown

Our financial commitment is a sacrament
of dedication. Our patron, St Peter, is an
effective reminder that dedication is a
whole of life affair, and that we can
always make a fresh start with God. To
that end we’re invited, in managing the
Christian household and family, to look at
our faith as valuable beyond the things and
activities which are hobbies or extras and
to express real dedication in the disposal
of our livelihoods as well as our lives. <
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desire to learn saw him

Gerald Hollis MEMORIES OF & 5

remembers their altain —an pen
school days together. WALTER ;Jgrgvgfrs;tg/ ?ﬁ%r%ae&;trggﬁ
Walter and | first met in SARGAISON and English language,
Septemberb 1%3913whe3 with  distinctions in
we were bo an French and Ancient
the Second World War 1926-2009 Greek - hardly

had just started. Walter

surprising for a Classics

was just joining

Dulwich College with a scholarship from
Dulwich Prep. A year later when we had
passed our School Certificate exams we
came together in the Classical Remove
and were then together for three years in
the Classical Sixth. When Walter became
Head Boy at Dulwich, it seemed a strange
choice to many lower down in the school
who were expecting a sporting hero or
school Personality, which Walter was not.
But it was a wise choice as Walter was far
more mature than his extrovert
predecessor. He was also a very proficient
electrician and used to do the lighting for
school concerts and drama. After school
our paths diverged. Walter went into the
RAF to be followed by Oxford. I went
into the Navy followed by Cambridge.
Then Walter joined the Inland Revenue.
We continued to meet occasionally and
last time we met, Walter confessed his
addiction to learning - “Trouble is | just
have to keep going on with it” he said.
Yes, we had noticed.

Walter's children pick up the story.

To all who knew him Walter was a kind,
intelligent and gentle man, with a splendid
sense of fun and a twinkle in his eye but
there was also the private man who
enjoyed the domesticity of home life and
whose understated passion was providing
for and supporting his family. As a
parent, he was the best father a family
could have. Quick to encourage our
interests and never judgemental. His
retirement in 1991 marked the beginning
of a new journey through life. Driven by
his curiosity, he travelled over the world
to pursue his many interests. His
inquisitive mind, great intelligence and
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scholar from Oxford. Not content with
that, he continued with Latin and was
planning to embark on further courses in
Roman Civilisation and Egyptian Art. He
was a wizz at Su Doku and The Times
cryptic crossword, with a passion for
Anthony Trollope and Juliette Greco!

Most people will be aware of his love of
singing, particularly choral music, and
how much pleasure he gained from his
membership of the various choirs he
belonged to over the years, especially the
choir at St Peter's. Despite admitting that
he may have rested his eyes during the
sermons from time to time he was a
devout member of the parish. He was also
a founder member of the Aeolian Singers
in Hemel Hempstead and was still very
active in that choir, as well as singing
annually with Laudemus in Dorset.

Walter always embraced new technology.
As a septuagenarian he developed a taste
for Apple Macintosh, producing and
printing the immaculately researched and
typeset concert programmes for the
Aeolian Singers, as well as Christmas
cards to raise funds for the St Peter's
Organ Appeal.

One of life's true gentlemen. He is sadly
missed, alike by family and friends.

Ed: Walter was responsible for the
congregational music in the pewleaflet
every Sunday. He also started a project to
typeset the fine responsorial psalms at St
Peter’s composed by Adrian Davis.

It is hoped to complete this project and
produce a book in his memory. <>
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Local Business Providing “‘Bailey & Sons

High Quality Window Cleaning
Gutter Cleanmg & Malntenance BERKHAMSTED'S JEWELLER SINCE 1872

9 Lower Kings Road

For a reliable & tusfwrthy erw‘ce call Berkhamsted
07951 639979 Herts HP4 2AE

01494 793807 01442 863091

ajburchett@btinternet.com

BERKHAMSTED - KINGS LANGLEY
RICKMANSWORTH « WATFORD

Egerton
Rothesay
for all ages

MAIN SCHOOL
Age range 9-16 years
Supportive education through to GCSE

SPRINGBOARD
Age range 5 -9 years

In our brand new building at Durrants Lane I %03
THE RAINBOW CENTRE
Age range 4 - 9 years i
For children with speech and language difficulties i

ETHOS AND FRAMEWORK
A place where every child can thrive
All teaching in small class groups

EGERTON ~ COME AND SEEUS ,

IO TV | schooi s ight or your chit, whatever their age. For detais of ur
n Mornings

s C H 0 0 L Liz Mzﬁﬁf%fii'? 5;7060 visFi:ieour webs?te:

www.eger-roth.co.uk See our website: www.eger-roth.co.uk www.eger-roth.co.uk



PROFESSIONAL CLEANING SERVICES\

Maintaining standards that others find hard to achieve!

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Full, free, no-obligation survey & gquotation prior to carrying out any cleaning.

We always make sure we can clean safely and to the highest standards. using the
latest environmentally friendly techniques and solutions, our business is based on
honesty & satisfaction. A large percentage of our work comes from referral &
recommendation.

‘Let us take care of the cleaning so that your free time is leisure time’
PATIO & DRIVEWAY CLEANING

Keep your patio and garden locking clean & tidy for instant kerb appeal. reduce the
dangers of slipping in the wet or winter weather by removing moss & other debris.
bring coloured paving back to life. Make your house stand out from the crowd!

Call Murray’s Cleaning Services (7am-7pm 6 days)
on 01442 250679 / 07952 544666
www.murrayscleaningservices.co.uk

: [
. FREE QUOTATIONS & FULLY INSURED. M ‘t
\  DECE mcom A4

VAT No: 848067205

Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust
www . BedsHertsHCT.org.uk

M‘*\ Sponsored Bike 'n Hike ,h

Saturday 12" September 2009
10 am to 6 pm

Over 600 Churches and Chapels to visit!

Raise money for the repair of our local churches and chapels
by getting sponsorship for cycling, running or walking
between churches in Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire. Anyone
can take part and enjoy a day visiting these beautiful
buildings.

Last year the Bike *n Hike raised over £100,000 (including Gift Aid), for the churches and chapels
of Beds and Herts and our church can once again benefit from this fund raising event.

Of every £1 that is raised in sponsorship, 50p is comes to us. Last year St Peter’s raised £3,113 of
which £1,556 was returned to us. All the organising is done for us; all we have to do is take part!

The other half goes to the Beds & Herts Historic Churches Trust and is distributed, in the form of
grants, to local communities struggling to raise funds for vital repairs to their church or chapel.

Contact Chris Clegg (875818) chris@cleggc.freeserve.co.uk
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professional website at no cost to The
Children’s Society. Ambrit’s website is a
powerful medium for raising the profile of
the Berkhamsted Walk, and hence raising
more funds for The Children’s Society.
Thanks to Ambrit, we feel that we are
keeping up with the times with a website
that is up there with the best!

The continued sponsorship of the Walk by
The Complete Outdoors is long valued
and greatly appreciated. In addition to
funding costs, generously donated
valuable prizes provide an incentive for

Berkhamsted Walk

our walkers to try harder at raising
sponsorship. Winners will be announced
in the near future.

A big thank you to walkers, sponsors and
helpers — a wonderful sum has been raised
this year making all the effort and
generosity so well worthwhile. Next year
the Walk will be held on Sunday 9" May
2010. The Berkhamsted Appeals
Committee looks forward to the challenge
of increasing, yet again, the funds which
are raised to help deprived children enjoy
a better childhood.

00

Chau ﬁ‘eur driven
business or leisure [ uxury travel

for up to six people

Buckinghamshire

Xecutive

_ﬂyﬂf et

Aston Clinton

HP22 5ES

Do you want

Q“"“‘S L\
ights out| g

Friends of bridgewa
Restaurants

Exclusive!! 10% discount to

your business to
attract new customers?
Why not advertise in

ter sinfonia

Special occasions™ 4
Corporate'meetings

Freephone

Cruise terminals
Race days
Weddings

1

080 818 00 919

www. executivevoyager, co. uk
contacts@executivevoyager.co.uk

the Review?

Ring 01442-828254 or email

review @firshman.co.uk to see
how little it costs to showcase your
business in this magazine

Gourt House
Goffee Bar

Every Saturday
9:30am - 12noon

(except 1st Sat in month)

Funeral D

Memorial

pleasant atmosphere

MALCOLM JONES & METCALFE

284 High Street, Berkhamsted

Phone 864548 or Fax 864572

Private Car Park

Dlj__,r‘llf\

Funeral Service

Day and Night Service

irectors Private
=y Chapels
Consultants - Of Rest
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Over the last few
weg:ks | have been
Parental Hopes | taking my  oldest

daughter to visit a
few universities to
think about entry in

days set The
Revd Jonathan  2010- The open days
give the students a

Gordon thinking chance to meet some

of the course tutors,
visit the accommodation and get a sense of
the campus to see whether they can
imagine themselves living and studying in
the facilities. In terms of being a parent it
is an interesting experience. You want the
best for your children, but you also know
that this will be the next stage of letting go
and allowing them room to develop. A
tutor last week said that between 18 and 21
years old a young person will be at their
most vibrant, passionate and open to new
experiences. This got me thinking about
what it is that we would want our children
to be most vibrant, passionate and open
about. In the university where | worked
before coming to Northchurch I met a
student who said that what he really
wanted was a job, where he did not have to
do much, but which paid him loads of
money. Given the state of student funding
and finances that outlook is
understandable, but the emphasis is on
being a consumer. The Christian lifestyle
can offer a different perspective.

The lectionary readings over the last year
have been focused primarily on St Mark.
A theme in the Gospel is the coming
Kingdom of God, already breaking in the
ministry of Jesus and offering a new vision
of relationships and power based on
service and equality, inclusion rather than
exclusion, and changing how we live and
respond to others. It is not a message that
is received with universal joy, but leads to
division and rejection. Despite this, Jesus
calls men and women to hold onto a vision
of kingdom values in a world that might be
hostile or indifferent. How this is

University open

review

interpreted for the contemporary world
opens up a diverse and rich discussion;
however, it does suggest that we are to be
more than consumers in the world we
share.

Three points in particular struck me as a
parent in what | would hope my daughters
would gain from the university experience.
The first would be the advice that not
everything in life will go according to plan
or work out. This is not a reflection of the
type of person you are, it is just how things
are sometimes. The important thing is not
to give up in despair, but to find the faith
and trust that disappointments might
provide the opportunity to find something
important about themselves and what really
matters. The second thing would be that in
a time of recession there will be a big focus
in student conversations about careers, jobs
and prosperity. Whatever career path they
choose, 1’d hope that they never lose sight
of the needs of others or see themselves in
isolation and, if they can, find a cause or
project that is concerned with making the
community or world a better place. Rag
week is a good way of doing this. This will
not give them better grades or make them
any better at their job, but it will enrich
their spirit and mould character in ways
that can only be good. The third point
would be straight forward: get involved and
have a great time. X

http://stmarysnorthchurch.com

SIMPLE LUNCHES
St Mary’s Northchurch
Served in the Parish Room
Every Thursday
12:15 to 1:00pm
Anyone is welcome to attend
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Steve Rozental
is your local
electrician

living in Aston Clinton

Need an
Electrician?

| can....

Rewire your home or
office

Install additional sockets
and lighting

Run power to your
garage

“ Install external lighting
and security
call

01296
509414

Undertake all electrical
installation repairs

Upgrade your fuse board

Do Portable Applicance
Testing (PAT)

Give free safety checks

backed by and estimates

a trusted

national i 3
1] II‘/_V_\-_

i Elecloc)

http://eleclocal.co.uk/steverozental

O F T

inleriors

As a soft furnishings designer | create
exciting designs and ideas for practical and
beautiful homes.

From handmade curtains, valences,
cushions and upholstery to Roman,
Venetian, Vertical and Roller blinds,
everything beautifully made and fitted to the
highest standards.

You can use your own or choose from my
range of the latest fabrics as well as
traditional favourites. | also supply and fit a
wide range of tracks and poles.

So if you have just moved into your new
home or just want to update the look of your
interior, call me.

Sue Hawkins in Studham
01582 873358

Splashbacks...

..custom made in a range of finishes
to suit all kitchens.

Great looking, protective surfaces in stainless steel,
aluminium, copper or stove enamelled to match
your decor.

* Professional service

¢ Made to order by local engineers
* Quick delivery

* Other services available

Contact us for
more information

t: 01296 681658
e: sales@colmet.co.uk -

cp PRECISION %*‘:

little jim's
MINI-OOACH HIRE

for 15 to 27 passengers

* Nights Out

* Airport Runs
* Family Events
* Hen Parties

07736 705520
01442 870029

1 Castle St, Berkhamsted HP4 2BQ
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We perhaps take
Berkhamsted

OPEN SPACES

under the guidance of
its General Secretary,
Kate Ashbrook.

Common for granted as
an amenity where we
can enjoy access to the

Townsman recommends
Walks with a Difference

Highlights of its
successes include
defending commons

countryside and
walk on well-
defined footpaths
and bridleways.t

In previous
centuries commons
were the life-blood
of rural living, giving rights, such as
grazing, pollarding and peat digging, to
villagers. Berkhamsted Common is today
the largest of 187 registered commons in
the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty but its area was threatened in 1866
by Earl Brownlow’s illegal enclosure.

The Commons, Open Spaces and
Footpaths Preservation Society, founded in
1865 and now called the Open Spaces
Society (OSS), challenged this high-
handed action. All will be explained by
The Battle of Berkhamsted Common.
This walk of about four miles on Saturday
15™ August 2009, starting at 2:00pm at the
Memorial Hall, Aldbury, follows the route
of the navvies, engaged by Augustus
Smith and transported by special train
from London to Tring, who marched at
dead of night in 1866 to dismantle Earl
Brownlow’s illegal fences. The walk will
be led by Richard Mabey, writer and
Vice-President of the OSS who was
educated at Berkhamsted School.

Man-traps and transportation for poaching
in previous centuries had not lessened the
conflicts between poachers and
gamekeepers in late Victorian times. The
Poachers’ Path walks up to Aldbury
Nowers where just before Christmas 1891
two gamekeepers were Killed in a
murderous fight with poachers. Two local
men were hanged for this a few months
later. This walk, about three miles, will be
led by Chris Hall, historian, journalist,
and founder of The Chiltern Society, who
was brought up in Aldbury.

The OSS has organised this event to
celebrate its successes of the last 25 years

Open Spaces Society

from enclosure and
encroachment,
championing  the
law on the
responsible
freedom to roam,
protecting rights-of-
way from illegal
obstruction and abuse, and encouraging
communities to register land as new
greens to confirm their rights to enjoy
them and to safeguard them from
development.

On 15th August, the event will be opened
by the Chairman of the Aldbury Parish
Council at 2:00pm in the Memorial Hall,
Aldbury. Strawberries-and-cream teas will
follow the Walks from 4:00pm at the
Memorial Hall. If you plan to come and
would like to reserve a tea please let the
Society know on ruthwalker@oss.org.uk
or on 01491 573535. At 4:30pm Richard
Mabey will chair discussions on
commons, greens, open spaces, and rights-
of-way.

The pleasures we enjoy of walking in the
Chilterns and particularly on Berkhamsted
Common might not be with us today
without the formation of the Commons,
Open Spaces and Footpaths Preservation
Society nearly 150 years ago. We owe a
debt of gratitude to the Society and its
successor in name, the OSS. It has
protected us by vigilance and tireless work
to retain rights of access to the countryside
which we now enjoy. The activities of the
OSS are detailed on its website, http://
0ss.0rg.uk

The event is free, but as a small charity,
the OSS would welcome donations and,
even more so, gaining the benefits of your
membership. Please be generous, and be
there. <

t Ed: Do you know exactly where
Berkhamsted Common is? There’s a map
on p32 =
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THE OLD PASTURES B
LUXURY ACCOMMODATION FOR DOGS
Icknield Farm, Icknield Way,
Tring, Herts HP23 4JX

Luxury heated accommodation for your dog

Only 8 large kennels giving your dog the

extra care and attention they deserve. All

dogs are walked twice a day.
Holiday homes for small animals

DOG GROOMING

BATHING, CLIPPING, TRIMMING, HAND-
STRIPPING, NAILS AND EARS. WEEKEND
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE. EASY WALK

IN, NON-SLIP SHOWER IDEAL FOR
OLDER AND BIGGER DOGS. WE CAN
CATER FOR ANY SIZE DOG.
EASY PARKING.

FOR AN APPOINTMENT FOR GROOMING
OR KENNELLING PLEASE CALL:

01442 824856

CAREERS ADVICE

For Professionals, Students,
Returners

e CV preparation

e Applications

e Interview skills

e Confidence and personal impact
e Managing the job hunt process

Tailored to your needs
Fully confidential
Able to meet days/ evenings

Anne McCall - 07870 800985
Chartered Member CIPD, Member of
the International Coaching Federation

acmccall@hotmail.co.uk

A B W Services Ltd
Plumbing & Heating

Are you fed up searching for a reliable Plumber?

© @pheH .. WRAS

Tired of waiting in vain for promised appointments?
Call us now for a friendly, prompt and reliable
service.

We are a Studham based and registered Plumbing
and Heating Company, with many years
experience in the industry. If you have a plumbing
and heating problem, whatever the size, we will be
more than happy to help remedy it. We specialise
in all aspects of plumbing and heating including
new bathrooms, new boilers and heating systems,
servicing, upgrades to the latest building regs,
high pressure hot water systems, and not
forgetting water treatment. This can be in the form
of water softeners installed or replaced, to special
house filtering systems to remove sediment and
odours. This is especially important if you suffer
from dry skin or eczema, these filtering systems
really help.

For any further information or to organise a
quote, please contact Andy Warwick on:

07775 853448 or 01582 873448

Church View Funeral Service
Independent Family Funeral Directors of Distinction

Serving Tring, Northchurch,
Berkhamsted & Surrounding Areas

Traditional Values

Fully Qualified Funeral Director

24 Hour Personal Service
Independent Family Business
Golden Charter Funeral Plans
Home Arrangements

Church Yard, Tring
Hertfordshire
HP23 5AE
Telephone : 01442 825472

http://www.churchviewfuneral.co.uk
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month a solid ; . . .
piece of mid-Victorian FARM inherited the title in
architecture with a date : : 1851 at the tender age
to prove it - 1863. Now Christopher Green writes of nine.
called Castle Hill Court The management of the
and divided into flats, W estate was  probably
it was originally a farm s largely in the hands of
house at first his mother Lady
Newhouse Farm, more | Marion Alford and her
recently Castle Hill agent William Paxton,
Farm. Built of local = brother of Joseph
brick and Bath Stone, it # Paxton of Crystal

stands at the top of
Castle Hill close to the
site of Berkhamsted
Place and commands a
lovely view across the
dry valley that sweeps
down behind
Bridgewater Road to
the Castle and the
Bulbourne.

The carving of the date is part of a panel
that includes a capital B and a coronet,
surely an indication that Newhouse Farm
was built for Lord Brownlow, master of
the Ashridge estate. In 1863 this would

® Palace fame. Together
they appear to have
been very active in the
1860s in expanding and
improving the
Brownlow estate. In
1860 they purchased
the Manor and Honour
of Berkhamsted from
the Duchy of Cornwall and in 1865 they
made their infamous attempt to enclose
Berkhamsted Common. Building
Newhouse Farm was probably part of this
phase of active improvement and
acquisition. <>

letters

i From Bee-master - Holy Smoke

B Smoke and the presence of the Divine is an ancient

I concept. The Pythian priestess at Delphi, inhaling the
g smoke of burnt laurel and myrrh, was enabled to
utter her prophecies. In the Old Testament we find
similar images of smoke ascending to heaven and
wafting thither the prayers of the faithful. Smoke and
i incense and worship were associated, and we find in
the Book of Revelation: And the smoke of the
incense, which came with the prayers of the saints,
™ ascended up before God out of the angel's hand.

Thus it was that the expression Holy Smoke became a
mild and acceptable invocation of the deity.

The curate of St Peter’s being initiated into the Mysteries of the Holy Smoke
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BERKHAMSTED CASTLE WI

Judith Lowther, Joint President
welcomed us and a visitor to our
July meeting and we were so
pleased it was a cooler afternoon
after such a blistering week.
Together with Secretary, Janet Mitchell
they took us through the business matters
of the meeting, with Janet reading a report
given by the delegate who attended the
AGM.

Our speaker today was James Cuming, a
retired police officer who spent his career
with the Thames Valley Police. He spoke
to us of his many experiences during his
time with the force. Especially interesting
to us were his duties taking care of royalty
and the eminent personnel who were in
residence at Chequers from time to time.
A vote of thanks was given by Maureen
Stonehill.

During teatime with delicious cakes made
by Sue Bull the raffle was drawn and the
competition judged. Next month on
Friday 7" August 2009 Janet Mitchell is
holding a Garden Meeting at her home.
Let's hope it is a sunny day.

million books or
shelters.

M&S too has benefited with an
exceptionally high 60% of vouchers being
redeemed. The scheme is ongoing. As one
of Oxfam’s audit shops monitoring the
sales increase, Berkhamsted volunteers
have been delighted with the response and
there has been an environmentally
welcome saving in unwanted clothing
going to landfill.

Any catches? Well, the success of the
scheme, together with the new Gift Aid on
donated goods mentioned in the May
Review, has meant a significant increase
in the volunteer workload and, with
summer holidays looming, extra help
would be very welcome. A few hours a
week can make a miraculous difference.
Just call at the shop for an application
form or ring Shop Manager Jane
Hockings on 01442 864225.

56,250 emergency

HOSPICE OF ST FRANCIS

OXFAM AND M&S

Turning water into wine was Jesus’ first
miracle but at the Oxfam shop in
Berkhamsted High Street they are turning
clothes into water.

Early in 2008 the overseas aid charity and
M&S came together to launch a unique
scheme. Donors of good quality saleable
M&S clothing were given a £5 voucher
towards purchases at M&S.

The resulting increase in quality donations
to Oxfam has raised an additional £1.8
million for the charity — enough to provide
safe water for 2.4 million people or give
emergency food aid to 83,000 people for
six months in Kenya. Alternatively it
could be used to buy 72,000 goats, 1.8
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Ever Fallen For Someone You Didn't
Know?

The Hospice is looking for people to make
a sponsored 10,000 feet freefall parachute
jump on its behalf - and in return will pay
for it!

Willing skydivers need to raise just £395
in sponsorship money in order to jump for
free and in turn the Hospice receives an
average donation of £140. In addition to
this, every extra pound that you raise over
the minimum comes straight to the charity.

Pippa Brush, Community Fundraiser
said:

We are organising this fabulous
opportunity through Skyline who
specialise in organising fundraising events
for charities so if you have any questions
please ring them directly as they are in the
best position to answer your questions.
You can contact them on 020 7424 5522
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GARDEN OPEN DAY

Sunday 23" August 2009 - Patchwork
Open Day at 22 Hall Park Gate. 2:00pm
to 5:00pm. A colourful quarter-acre, full
of interest and variety, light refreshments.
Admission £2.50.

TUESDAY CLUB

BERKHAMSTED LIONS
SUMMER FETE

Monday 31°' August 2009 from 1:00pm
to 5:00pm at the Cricket Club. Displays
of sheep dog work with Katy Cropper, of
archery and other set-piece entertainments,
plus a dog show, stalls and entertainments.
Admission £1.50 — accompanied children
free.

OXFAM CHILDREN’S
WEAR EVENT

This event, on Friday 11" September
2009 from 9 — 11.30am at the Civic
Centre heralds the approach of the autumn
season.

A splendid range of children’s clothes
including schoolwear, sportsgear,
everyday and party outfits will be
available. All ages and stages are catered
for and there will be books, toys and
games as well.

The funds raised will support Oxfam’s
urgent overseas aid programme.

In a village in the Far East, the community
was so keen to have its own school that
every time they cooked a meal each family
donated a handful of rice to a central bank
for sale to raise the necessary funds. After
TEN YEARS they had enough money to
build the school.

With help from events such as the
Children’s Wear Sale, many communities
will have schools and teachers much more
quickly.

Bargains from Oxfam benefit families at
home and overseas. Come and see!

At our meeting on Tuesday 7th July we
were pleased to have a return visit from
Doreen Hedges. She spoke to us this time
about the National Trust and Ashridge.
The first property acquired by the NT in
the early 20th century was some
countryside in Wales and the first house
was the Alfreston Clergy House at a cost
of £10. Now the Trust owns 612,000 acres
of land, 600 miles of coastline, 240
buildings and 130 gardens. There are three
million members and 40,000 volunteers,
one of whom is Doreen. In 1995, the
Trust's centenary year, she was invited to
one of the Queen's garden parties at
Buckingham Palace. It was interesting to
learn that the Ashridge estate covers 5,000
acres and includes Ivinghoe and Pitstone.
After her talk Doreen showed beautiful
slides of the Ashridge deer, bluebells at
Dockey Wood, spectacular autumn trees,
wild orchids and snowdrops, the
Monument in winter, scrub clearing, pond
dipping and the annual Plant Fair.

A planned outing to the Marsworth
reservoir on Tuesday 14" July 2009 has
had to be cancelled due to apathy from the
new owners of the Bluebell Café. Instead
we are going to the Monument at
Ashridge, where Doreen assured us we
shall have a warmer welcome and lovely
cakes.

FESTIVAL OF BRITISH
ARCHAEOLOGY

Saturday, 1° August 2009 from 10:30am
to 1:30pm. Dacorum Heritage Trust does
it bit for a notable national event with a
Discover and Dig show. Study decorative
pottery, handle flint tools and help recreate
a dig in sand. For details contact Nina
Bevan on 879525.

27



August

SUN St Peter’s 8:00am Eucharist
9:30am Sung Eucharist
6:00pm Evensong
All Saints” 2" 10:00am Morning Worship with Eucharist
o™ 10:00am Morning Worship
16™ 10:00am Morning Worship with Holy Communion

23" 10:00am Morning Worship
30" 8:00am Holy Communion
10:00am Morning Worship with Holy Communion

All services at St Peter’s unless otherwise indicated. MP = Morning Prayer EP = Evening Prayer
s MON MP 7:30am EP 5:00pm Eucharist 6:00pm
o amn TUE MP 7:30am EP 5:00pm Eucharist 9:30am All Saints’
> WED MP 7:30am EP 5:00pm Eucharist 8:00am
S — THU MP 7:30am EP 5:00pm Eucharist  11:00am (Fr Michael’s day off)
“ FRI  MP 7:30am EP 5:00pm both Eucharist 9:15am
o SAT MP 9:30am EP 5:00pm Eucharist ~ 10:00am
m 3 Mon GRIEF & LOSS SUPPORT VISITORS GROUP 7:45pm Court House
Contact June Haile (873087), Angela Morris (866992) or Ruth Treves Brown (863268)
% Tue CHUCKLES PARENT & TODDLER GROUP: 10:00-11:30am All Saints’ Church Hall
Song Time or short service as announced. Jenny Wells (870981)
Tue ST PETER’S CHOIR Children 5:15 to 6:15pm St Peter’s

Contact: Adrian Davis (875674) or Jean Wild (866859)

1" Tue TUESDAY CLUB 7:45pm A lively women’s group with guest speaker Court House
Contact chairman Barbara McKenna (871159)

3“Tue MOTHERS’ UNION: meets in members’ houses at 8:00pm.

»
o)
O
S
| .
)
%)

Non-members always welcome. Contact: Kathie Lally (863526)
4" Tue MOTHERS’ UNION PRAYER GROUP: 2:30pm 17 Shaftesbury Court
Tell us if anyone needs our prayers. Contact: Jenny Wells (870981)
Wed JULIAN MEETING: meets about twice a month at Jenny’s 57 Meadow Rd
All are very welcome at 11:30am as arranged or at Ruth’s 1 Montague Rd

Contact: Jenny Wells (870981) or Ruth Treves Brown (863268)

Wed PATHFINDERS GAMES CLUB 7-8:30pm (yrs 5-8) Jimmy Young (384929)
The Court House

3Wed GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORT Lunch at 12:30pm for those who have been bereaved.
Contact Sylvia Banks (871195)

Thu HOME GROUP: 8:00pm on 2nd & 4th Thursdays. Contact Linda Bisset (862115)
Thu BELLRINGING: 8:00pm Helen Ruberry (890949) St Peter’s
Fri LITTLE FISHES PARENT & TODDLER GROUP: 9:30-11:30am Court House

Weekly meetings with a short service 1% Fri in St Peter’s (10am)
Tracy Robinson (863559)

Fri ST PETER’S CHOIR: Children 7:00-8:30pm, Adults 7:30-8:30pm. St Peter’s
Contact: Adrian Davis (875674) or Jean Wild (866859)

3¥Sat  ABC PRAYER BREAKFAST: 8:00am for breakfast & prayers. Various local churches




Please see opposite for regular Sunday & weekday services at St Peter’s and All Saints’

August

Sat 8 3:00pm
4:30pm

Sun 9 1:00pm

Sat 15 8:00am

Sat 29 10:30am
September

Fri 4 10:00am
Sun 6 3:00pm
Tue 8 10:15am

Sat 12 10:00am

Sun 13 6:00pm
Sat 19 8:00am

August/September

7:30pm

Tue 22 10:15am
Sat 26 7:30pm

Sun 27 9:30am

Bellringers District meeting with ....

EVENSONG...coiiiiiiiiiiicre e St Peter’s
Parish Picnic ........ Thomas Coram School grounds
Association of Berkhamsted Churches
Prayer Breakfast.......... Court House & St Peter’s
Visiting Bellringers — Full Peal............... St Peter’s
Little Fishes Service.........ccooevvvviivennenne. St Peter’s
Installation of The Revd Penny Nash,
new Team Vicar......... Holy Trinity Potten End
Chuckles Toddlers’ service
Noah and his Ark................. All Saints’

Start of Beds & Herts Historic Churches
Sponsored Bike Ride (ends 6pm) ....most churches

Choral EVENSONg ........cccovevviveienieaieinn St Peter’s
Association of Berkhamsted Churches

Prayer Breakfast.......... Sacred Heart Church
Cowper Society presents:

Berkhamsted Choral Society........... St Peter’s

Chuckles Toddlers’ service Harvest ...... All Saints’
The Cowper Society presents:

Bridgewater Sinfonia .................... St Peter’s
Back to Church Sunday...........cccceveevenenn. St Peter's

registers

Baptisms (St Peter’s)

21% June Mathilda Alexandra Armstrong, Jacob David Thomson,
Alfred David Thomson, Luc Ata Ozcan
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St Peter's

Sunday school and Pathfinders run from 9:30am to 10:30am in the Court
House (next to the church in the High Street). Sunday School caters for 4 to
10 year olds, Pathfinders from 10 years upwards. Contact Helen Nicholls
(873162) or Stephen Lally for Pathfinders (863526).

Creche is available at 9:30am for under threes. Parents are most welcome to
use this facility in the Court House. Please contact Nicola Beadle (874538)

All Saints'

The children and young people meet together on Sundays at 10:00 am as
Explorers, in four age-groups: Trekkers 3-5 years, Hikers 5-8 years, Climbers
8-10 years and Pathfinders 11 years onward. Contacts: for Explorers -
Vicky Drury (384794), for Pathfinders—Penny O'Neill (843422).

Youth Groups

Pathfinders games club meets 7:00-8:30pm each Wednesday in the Court
House. Contact Jimmy Young (384929)

Donutz - for young people (10 years up) meeting in the Court House every
third Sunday of the month after the 9:30am service. Contact Stephen Lally
(863526) or Gill Malcolm (874993)

http://wayinn.com

Been to the
Post Office?

Next stop

the Bookshop ......
then coffee

to recover

WAY 4l B )
g | .
E Drawing by Mary Casserlay, with parmission

INN A Christian Centre at 268 High Street

Telephone: Coffee Shop 864751, Bookshop 870768
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contacts

The Revd Dr Michael Bowie, (Team Rector), The Rectory, Rectory Lane (864194)
(day off Thursday)
The Revd John Pritchard (Curate), 6 Sevens Close (870016) (day off Tuesday)
The Revd Prof. Luke Geoghegan (NSM), 16 Gravel Path, (875970)
The Revd Canon Basil Jones (Hon.Asst.Priest), 17 Lochnell Road (864485)
The Revd Canon Anthony Lathe (Hon Asst Priest), 15a Kingsdale Road (863115)
The Revd John Russell (Hon Asst Priest) 49 Tring Road, Aylesbury (01296 423022)
Christina Billington (Diocesan Lay Minister), 13 Ashridge Rise (385566)
Marjorie Bowden (Reader Emeritus), 16 Broadwater (871283)
Joan Cook (Reader Emeritus), 6 Clunbury Court (866278)
John Malcolm (Reader), Landswood, Shootersway (874993)
Jenny Wells (Reader), 57 Meadow Road (870981)
Parish Administration: Jean Green, The Parish Office, the Court House (878227)
Stewardship Recorder: Miles Nicholas, 46 Fieldway (871598)
Churchwardens: David Pearce, 15 Park View Road (878809)
Philippa Seldon, 1 Fieldway (871534)
All Saints’ Michael Robinson, 36 Trevelyan Way, (863559)
Representatives Jenny Wells, 57 Meadow Road (870981)
Parochial Church Secretary: Julian Dawson, 62 St Edmunds (871614)
Council: Treasurer: Rachel Below, Hillcote, Doctors Commons Rd (862316)

General

Director of Music: Adrian Davis (875674) | http://stpetersberkhamsted.org.uk
Asst. Director of Music: Jean Wild (866859)
Organist: Jonathan Lee (0794 1113232)

Weddings and Funerals,

Banns of Marriage and

Baptisms: Fr Michael Bowie (864194)

Bellringers (St Peter’s): Helen Ruberry 22 Brook Street, Tring (890949)

St Peter’s

Choirmaster: Peter McMunn (874894)

f‘cl,lcif Eéan::,?irlﬁ g%l:&ir;s/h';gétmdm | http://allsaintsherkhamsted.org.uk

Minister: The Revd Caroline Weaver (866324)

All Saints’

Personalities in the Parish Last month’s Personality

a--_ {
e

Answer next month Pat Hunt aged 17 with her new car

Published by Great Berkhamsted Parochial Church Council.
Layout and printing by TF Services, 29 Longfield Road, Tring, Herts, HP23 4DG (828254)
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