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Welcome to the April 2009 issue of the 
Berkhamsted review 
I don't think there is anywhere in England 
where you can have a completely house-free 
view. I overheard these words recently in the 
street. It sounded like a criticism and it set 
me thinking about the English countryside 
and our perception of it. It's probably true 
that in most places in lowland England, in 
the distant view there will be houses visible, 
but not everywhere. Salisbury Plain is a 
great sweep of downland where you might 
see tanks manœuvring, but no houses. And 
in the hills of northern and western England 
- Dartmoor, The Pennines, the Lake District 
- many distant views are free of habitation. 
But the landscape of these moorlands and 
mountains is no more natural than the 
agricultural landscapes of south-east 
England. If it wasn't managed the English 
landscape would revert almost everywhere 
to woodland, as it was eight thousand years 
ago. Then the only human inhabitants were 
hunters and gatherers. This is the fascination 
of the English landscape. It bears the imprint 
of our history, of the prehistoric peoples 
who cleared the woodland, of the Romans 
and the Saxons, of feudal tenure, the 
enclosures, the mechanisation of agriculture 
and, of course, in many places the houses 
where we live. 
                                      Christopher Green 
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numbers are just too large.  

The market itself is, of course, not at fault, 
though I would not say that the market is 
morally neutral – it rests on assumptions of 
greed and competition which I cannot 
applaud as a Christian priest. But it is, of 
course, some of the people involved who are 
at fault rather than the mechanisms which 
they have abused, and the low level of 
regulation (by people, again) which has 
allowed a small number of them to gamble 
with all our lives for their own 
disproportionate gain. The pendulum has 
swung - we are now looking at a level of 
government control of banks and 
intervention in the economy of which the 
USSR might have been proud.  

I have to be careful what I say about this. I 
have a secure job and a safe life. It would be 
presumptuous of me to suggest to people that 
the threat of losing their jobs and their 
dwellings is of any benefit to them. But there 
will be some benefit to all of us if the failure 
of certain assumptions causes us to pause and 
rethink what is important to us. I mean 
unquestioned assumptions about the value of 
material and economic progress, especially 
for the extremely successful minority (who 
have regarded the rest of us as losers). We 
have already learned to question similar 
assumptions about technological and 
industrial progress, because of environmental 
concerns. Now the questions involve the 
sustainability of our economic lifestyle. 

As I’ve said, a lot of modern governmental 
rhetoric is about safety. Like a lot of words in 
political discourse (mission springs to mind) 
there is a sense in which safety provided by 
the state has appropriated the religious 
language of salvation. Will the fracturing of 
this elusive economic and social salvation by 
the state or the market draw people (back?) 
to the salvation which we preach as delivered 
to us by Christ? I doubt it, and I hope not – 
that would be a questionable process of 
conversion. But I do hope that current events 
might help us to re-evaluate our priorities – 
to value our relationships over our 
possessions, to seek that which gives  

                                  
There’s only really one 
story in the world at 
the moment – financial 
turmoil and threat.  

First we had the war 
on terror, by means of 
which our government 
(in common with 
many others) has 

managed to enhance its indispensability with 
a rhetoric which mostly amounts to be afraid, 
be very afraid. One symptom of this has been 
a considerable erosion of personal liberty by 
the state (though this is mostly still 
theoretical in its application to comfortable 
middle-class people like ourselves), and 
levels of hysteria about various types of 
safety which play to the media role of selling 
bad news.  

It is, of course, impossible to make life safe, 
and many millions of people throughout the 
world would consider risible our worry that 
we are unsafe. Apparently crimes against 
children (of various kinds) are in fact no 
more prevalent in our time than in any other, 
but we have become so risk-averse and 
obsessed with policing this area of safety that 
we are in danger of de-socializing the 
children we seek to protect, which is likely to 
harm social cohesion in their generation. 

In all this fear and anxiety which 
governments and media have a shared 
interest in promoting (in order to save us), 
another rhetoric has seemed secure. That was 
the rhetoric of freedom. Under this heading 
we often hear of democracy, the free market 
and liberty. But people are less engaged than 
ever before in the processes of democracy 
and the terrorists’ greatest achievement has 
been to allow our increasingly 
undemocratically-elected governments to 
curtail our personal freedoms. 

Now the last plank in the platform, the free 
market, is showing signs of strain, to say the 
least. The economic orthodoxies of the last 
30 years are taking a battering. Even George 
Bush was forced to begin a programme of 
nationalization which continues on a scale 
which we literally can’t comprehend – the 

 
 

Financial Turmoil 
Or a chance to re-

think our priorities? 
Fr Michael Bowie 

writes 

               review leader     
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 BOOKS PURCHASED 
 

HARDBACK BOOKS 
WANTED OLD OR NEW 

LARGE OR SMALL 
AMOUNTS 

 HOUSE CLEARANCE 
DISCRETION ASSURED  

PROMPT PAYMENT 

D J PROCTOR 

01442 862036 

 

 ajw 
gardening 

building works 
plumbing 
carpentry 
electrical 

decorating 
Friendly, efficient service  -  over 30 years experience in property 

Work charged at £15 per hour 

home services  
ANDREW 
WRIGHT 
 
07790 751335 
 
(answerphone) 

 0791 463 4882 
http://healtherapy.info 

 FURNITURE 
RESTORATION 

 
 
 
 

Modern & Antique 
French Polishing, 
Lacquer Finish,  
Repairs.  Kids 

playhouses, Dens, 
Treehouses. 

Cabinet Making & 
Carpentry. Spray Paint. 

 
Phone Brendon  

  01582 842817 
07958 927806 

  

http://healtherapy.info
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in a kitchen in a TV 
adaptation of the P D 
James novel A Taste 
for Death, left me so 
scared I could not 
look. That really was 
real. It could happen 
and could happen to 
me. To help children 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e 
difference between 
fact and fantasy is part 
of parenting and part 
of their essential 

development. 
The Mothers’ Union reminds us that parents 
are not helpless in the face of media 
pressure. We, and the Mothers’ Union on 
our behalf, have a voice. We can comment 
on TV programmes; each channel has a link 
through its website to enable us to do this, 
and the Advertising Standards Authority is 
there to hear our views. Television and the 
media bring enormous benefits, but need to 
be monitored rigorously, and that is our task 
as well as that of organisations like the 
Mothers’ Union concerned with stable 
family life and the protection of children.  � 

 

W e live in a media-
dominated world. 

24 hour news, TV, 
internet, advertising, 
m a g a z i n e s  a n d 
newspapers all affect us, 
however much we wish 
to think otherwise. 
Television is powerful, 
and TV advertising seeps 
into our psyche to 
influence our lives and 
those of our children. 
Mothers’ Union has been 
aware of this for decades and with one of 
its objectives  being to promote conditions 
in society favourable to stable family life 
and the protection of children it continues 
to monitor the media and draw attention to 
the way it affects us all for good and bad. 
 A recent survey commissioned by BT 
Vision showed that during the school 
holidays over half of Britain’s children 
spent up to six hours each day watching 
television. What an influence that can be on 
children’s lives and no wonder advertisers 
target these audiences! With TV 
advertisements costing more per minute 
than most programmes, they have to be 
effective! They are designed to work on the 
subconscious mind by exaggerating the 
differences between competing products, 
often leaving parents with the challenge of 
Pester Power from their children. 
Here parents have an important role and the 
Mothers’ Union is keen to encourage 
careful consideration of how each of us is 
affected by television and advertisements.  
An article in the MU magazine Families 
First gave some useful tips. The TV world 
often portrays the perfect TV family. Does 
such a family exist? Most would say not, 
but we need to help children learn that. 
Reality TV, with the help of computer-
generated images blurs the boundary 
between fact and fantasy. I was interested 
in how I was affected by two quite different 
scenes from the world of the media. The 
stunt-filled action in the James Bond film 
Quantum of Solace left me cold; for me it 
was so far-fetched to be laughable in a 
derisory sense and unexciting, but a scene 

A Challenge for Parents 
Margaret Burbidge writes 

THE MEDIA 
DOMINATED 

WORLD 

 

http://themothersunion.org 

meaning to all our striving - putting our 
lives in the context of our mortality and 
seeking to promote and enjoy love rather 
than fear or envy, so that we may not fail to 
notice the opportunities and potential of life 
by always trying to get ahead in acquiring 
things which we cannot in fact afford. 

Easter proclaims the triumph of love and 
relationship over the worst behaviours of 
which humans are capable – betrayal, 
torture, scape-goating, murder. For 
Christians, Christ on the cross is the lowest 
point of all our lives, experienced and 
turned around by God on Easter Day. That 
is to say that God wants us to be truly safe, 
which means to know that we are loved 
generously and to love generously in return.  

However you are weathering what is 
happening to us all, I hope you can see 
some different priorities which put it into 
perspective.                                             � 

Íp3         Financial Turmoil 

http://themothersunion.org
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Paul’s  
Plumbing 
Services 

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL  
… 

FREE ESTIMATES 
…  

LOCAL TRADESMAN

 
Tel: 01442  875415 
Mbl: 07811 186381 

 

 

Will Kimberley

01442 255784

�

�

�

�

�

�

Grass cutting
Hedge trimming
Patios cleaned
Gutters cleared
All cuttings and 
clippings removed
References available

Why not phone
for a quote?

RODERICK 
WILSON 

 
Fully qualified 

TREE SURGEON 
and FORESTRY 
CONTRACTOR 

 
Tel: 842716 (eve) 

Mbl: 07768 937138 

 
 

Individually made 
windows, doors, 

cupboards and stairs. 
Designed and made to 

your exact 
requirements in our 

own workshop 
 

 

JOINERY 

 

John Turkentine 
01582 794842 

PETER D HANNABY 
 

Painter and Decorator 
 

Interior and exterior 
work undertaken. 

 

For competitive 
quotations          
please call: 

 

mbl: 07765 250092 
home: 01442 249187 
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D uring the French 

Revolution the 
rallying cry was 
Liberty,  Equali ty, 
F r a t e r n i t y . 
Unfortunately, in the 
event, it proved that the 
first two of these, at least 
- Liberty and Equality - 
were incompatible and it 
was realised that society 
needs to be able to 
compromise between them.  On the one 
hand, too much Liberty leads to selfish 
individualism, and on the other hand,  the 
achievement of a thorough-going Equality 
requires increasing amounts of social 
control and the suppression of freedom.  
Many feel that British society went too far 
in the direction of Liberty in the 1980s. But 
now the problem seems to be the reverse. If 
we were to translate the rallying cry into 
today’s language it would have less of a 
rousing quality than that used by the 
revolutionaries - what we now have is: 
Diversity, Equality and Inclusiveness, and 
this disguised revolutionary motto is being 
increasingly pursued by bureaucracies, but 
in a way that seems to be suppressing 
Liberty.   
As an example, the General Teaching 
Council will soon require all teachers to 
sign up to a new Code of Conduct.  One of 
the clauses in this Code will be a 
commitment from teachers to  Promote 
equality and value diversity in all their 
professional relationships.  One could no 
more argue with the good intentions of this 
draft Code than with the desirability of both 
Equality and Liberty.  However, the Code 
does not appear to recognise the conflict 
between these two aims and apparently 
assumes, without reflection, that they will 
not give rise to contradictory outcomes and 
a possible reduction of personal liberty.  
There was a case, recently, a nurse in 
Somerset was suspended for offering to 
pray for a patient. Also a part-time school 
receptionist at a  primary school in Devon 
was suspended pending investigation, 
because in a private e-mail she asked her 
church members for prayer following a 
disagreement with the head teacher.  In 

another incident a care 
home had its funding 
withdrawn because it 
refused to question its 
elderly residents about 
their sexual orientation 
four times a year. What do 
these three examples have 
in common? The first two 
are concerned with 
suppress ing  cer t a in 
religious attitudes and 

practices.  The third is concerned with 
promoting diversity in sexual practices.  In 
other words the application of the principles 
of equality and diversity are in fact being 
used to push a particular agenda and the 
result of their application is a loss of Liberty 
of those involved: either the loss of freedom 
of speech, in the first two incidents, or the 
loss of privacy, in the case of the third. 
Another example of conflict occurred when 
a headmistress introduced multi-faith 
assemblies at a primary school in Sheffield. 
Of the 200 children on the roll, 35 were 
Muslim. The majority of  pupils were 
Christians, and one fifth of the pupils came 
from ethnic minorities. The headmistress 
thought that the amalgamation of morning 
prayers seemed more inclusive.  This was 
done with the agreement of Sheffield City 
Council and parents. Indeed, when Ofsted 
inspectors reported on the school, they 
praised its caring and inclusive atmosphere.  
However,  rumblings of racism began to be 
heard.  Some Muslim parents began to 
agitate against the joint assemblies. They 
claimed that their children were being forced 
into religious studies that were essentially 
Christian and not Islamic.  Ultimately, the 
headmistress became disheartened and 
distressed and resigned.  Despite the good 
intentions of the headmistress of being 
inclusive she was attacked for failing to 
allow diversity.   
Somewhere along the way there seems to 
have been a failure of common sense, or a 
proper balance. What is needed is a way of 
dealing with diversity that doesn't divide 
people. That may be as difficult as ensuring 
Equality without suppressing Liberty.     � 
 

Diversity, Equaility, 
Inclusiveness 

Can we have them all?  
Ian Reay asks 
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MACLEANS 
DECORATORS 

 

INTERIOR AND 
EXTERIOR 

 

ESTABLISHED 1985 
 

EXCELLENT LOCAL 
REFERENCES 

FREE ESTIMATES AND 
ADVICE 

 

PHONE 01582 696032 
MOBILE 07957 848222 

 

LANDSCAPES 

Qualified Plantsman 
Garden Construction 
Planting     Aftercare 

4 Kingsley Walk, 
Tring, HP23 5DN           

Tel: 826628 

DAVID GIDDINGS 
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been taken to locate 
ours up by the 
motorway, it will need 
an accident and 
emergency unit (did I 
really write that?) 
together with all the 
other services that a 

real General Hospital has to have. The 
funding for Watford was shaky in the first 
place, but with the current Private Finance 
Initiative  (PFI) difficulties, has to be very 
suspect. 

On the other hand, the new Hemel General 
Hospital will have funds available as it has a 
very valuable piece of real estate in the 
Town Centre of Hemel Hempstead which 
just so happens to be next to a 
redevelopment site in the Town Centre of 
Hemel Hempstead. Wow, what a piece of 
luck!! 

Gazing even further into my crystal ball, the 
West Herts Hospital Trust is bound to mess 
up the obvious and decide that the money 
raised by selling the current Hillfield Road 
site will be used to prop up Watford due to 
difficulties with the current PFI scheme, and 
just blindly carry on with a small local 
facility amongst a load of housing and shops 
next to Junction 8 of the M1. Oh, what a 
surprise, we don't have enough land to 
expand to meet the needs of the growing 
Dacorum population and increased 
demands from accidents on the motorway, I 
can hear the Trust complaining.  We will 
have to re-look at the 1972 plans to build a 
new hospital on the land allocated between 
Hillfield Road and St.Albans Road right next 
to the original 1831 hospital site. What a 
pity they flogged it off in 2009 to the local 
Council! 

The Dacorum Hospital Action Group (http://
savehemel.com/), are doing their best to 
upset my vision. They have asked English 
Heritage  to consider listing Cheere House 
which is on the Hemel Hempstead Hospital 
site and which the West Herts Hospitals 
Trust want to demolish in order to sell that 
part of the hospital site. The more people 
who write to English Heritage, the more 
chance we have of saving my hospital 
(remember, I was born in the Duchess of 

I  have a crystal   
ball! 

 

By the time you read this, 
the decision will have 
been taken to site our new 
General Hospital at its new location. Don't 
forget, we were promised we could select 
the facilities  we wanted for the new 
Hospital and could  choose from three sites 
in Dacorum found by a specialist firm of 
surveyors who are experienced in finding 
the impossible. 

As it turns out, we will get the facilities they 
said we would get in the first place and the 
three sites turned out to be just two. I hope 
they didn't pay these consultants any money 
to tell the Trust what they had already 
decided. Good, this consulting game. 

Now, remember, I am writing this before 
any decisions have been made, I wasn't 
invited to the promised forum/selection/
consultation, but I do have a fairly good 
crystal ball. 

So, I will not be surprised if the Hemel 
General Hospital will be nothing of the sort. 
It will be an expensive private, GP lead, 
facility offering some diagnostics, minor 
local surgery similar to that offered by most 
small private hospitals. Walking wounded 
will be attended to (patched up) and visiting 
consultants will be able to buy room space 
to see customers (AKA patients). There will 
be a small chemist facility with a dispensing 
chemist available during waking hours. 
Anything else will be referred to our very 
own Local General Hospital located initially 
at Watford, however, please do not use this 
facility on Saturdays during the football 
season, as you may have difficulty getting to 
the temporary Hospital either by foot, public 
transport or emergency ambulance – for 
some reason which escapes me at the 
moment. 

Where will our own little unit be?  It will be 
up near the M1 in the Gateway area near 
Buncefield on land owned by another 
government organisation, English 
Partnership, and currently earmarked for 
18,000 new homes. I say will be as we all 
know that the current Watford site really 
was a bad choice and now the decision has 

Norman Cutting  
gazes into his crystal ball 

THE NEW 
HOSPITAL 

   p21Î  

http://savehemel.com/
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HANDY HOME SERVICES 
 

A friendly professional service,                                 
where no job is too small 

  

Electrical Services , Installation and Repairs  ( Part 
P registered ) – Maintenance Services – Minor 
Interior and Exterior Repairs – Assembly of Flat 

Pack Furniture 
 

Call IAIN BROWN  

01442 384473 – 07850 102319 

http://normcall.co.uk 

 

Qualified Clock Maker 
(over 30 years experience) 

 

Antique and quality 
clocks repaired  

and restored 
 

Also watches, barometers  
and music boxes 

BRIAN S GROOM  MBHI 

Telephone:  01525 872679 

 

HIRE OF 
HALLS 

 

To book a Parish 
Hall please 

contact  
 

Jean Green (878227)     
for St Peter's Court 

House  
 

Jenny Ginn (866476) 
for All Saints' Halls 

http://normcall.co.uk
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I n researching the 

Frenchman, Pierre 
Augustin de Noiial de 
la Loijrie, who lived in 
a large house close to 
where the Town Hall 
now stands, I noted that 
not only was the 
Headmaster of the 
Grammar School at that 
time Dr John Dupré, 
who came from Jersey 
and was undoubtedly 
French speaking but 
that the Rector of St 
Peter’s was one Charles de Guiffardière, 
apparently also of French origin. 
One can picture these three French 
speakers chatting together in French. They 
certainly joined together to voice their 
disapproval at what they considered to be 
irregularities in the elections to the post of 
Sexton in March 1805, as the Vestry 
Minutes report. There were two 
candidates, John Rogers proposed by the 
Revd Busfield, Curate, and Joseph 
Rolph, the candidate of William Norris, 
Churchwarden. Rolph received the greater 
number of votes. Pierre de Noiial, the 
Curate and Dr John Dupré had voted for 
John Rogers and were not prepared to let 
the results go unchallenged. It appearing 
from the above Ballot to the Rev. Mr. 
Busfield and others of the above vestry 
that a number of parishioners have voted 
for Joseph Rolph from spirit of Opposition 
to the Rector and Curate of this Parish … 
the Rev. Mr. Busfield and other 
respectable Parishioners hereby protest 
against the election and declare their 
Intention of Appeal to the Bishop to set it 
aside. 
I determined to find out more about this 
Rector. What sort of man was he? What 
had brought him to England, and more 
importantly to Berkhamsted? I turned to 
the letters of James Boswell, written in 
Holland in 1763-4. Boswell had met 
Guiffardière in Utrecht and they 
exchanged letters. Boswell described our 
Rector as … a truly curious and 
wonderful subject …He has a great deal 

of vivacity, and I am 
told that in his youth he 
was an amorous and 
gallant man who 
always loved the 
society of ladies, and 
perhaps was sometimes 
a worshipper in the 
temple of Venus. But 
now he has become a 
reverend priest. 
Guiffardière’s levity 
a l w a y s  s h o c k e d 
Boswell, as can be seen 
from one of Boswell's 

replies to a letter of Guiffardiére, the last 
part of which was written in English. 
Although I cannot correct the language of 
your letter, yet I think I may take upon me 
to correct the sentiment of it. …To be 
serious, your amorous sentences are 
vivacious. But are they proper from a son 
of the Church? Indeed, Doctor, I am 
afraid not. Boswell’s public judgement 
was - He liked good living. 
Charles de Guiffardière later became 
French reader to Queen Charlotte and 
instructor in history to the royal 
Princesses. One wonders what impression 
Guiffardière made on the English court. 
Macaulay wrote him off as half-witted, 
but for a fuller picture we turn to the 
diarist of that time, Fanny Burney, who 
was appointed Dresser to the Queen in 
1786. In her diaries there are many 
references to our Rector. He was her Mr 
Turbulent. It would appear that Fanny did 
not quite know how to cope with the 
Queen’s French reader. … he is here and 
there a little eccentric, but, in the main, 
merely good-humoured and high-spirited. 
One also wonders how a Frenchman used 
to the sophistication of London court life 
fitted into the life of our country town. 
Judging from the few times our Rector’s 
signature appears in the marriage registers 
of St Peter’s he seems to have delegated 
many duties to his Curate. Berkhamsted 
High Street and the muddy track up to the 
Cowper Rectory must have seemed a far 
cry from the streets of St  James             � 
           

Jenny Sherwood finds out about 
Charles de Guiffardiére  

Rector of St Peter's 1798-1810 

MR TURBULENT 

Adapted from Jenny's article in 
Chronicle Vol V, the 2008 journal of 
the Berkhamsted Local History and 
Museum Society.  For the original 

article, contact Jenny at 
ksherw9100@aol.com 
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(01582) 873822

at S tudham

 

  on 822191 or 0796 7019031  

CHILTERN LANDSCAPING 
Garden design, landscaping and garden service 

including 
Site & garden clearance, block and brick paths, 

patios and walls, rotavating, turfing & lawn 
maintenance, rockeries, ponds and water features 

 

DAVE WATSON 
5 The Mill,  

Tring Road, Wilstone, 
Herts HP23 4FP 

 

tel: 01442 822948 
mbl: 07956 985 365 

 

Berkhamsted 
Carpet Cleaning Ltd 

 

Carpets, oriental rugs, 
upholstery 

 

Domestic and commercial 
professional, good value fully 

insured 
 

01442 876622 
0788 405 8795 

 

PO Box 903 
Berkhamsted, Herts, 

HP4 3ZQ 
 

http://berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk 

http://ewrayment.com 

                   A B Eaton  
Plumbing & Heating Engineers 

 
• Bathroom & kitchen refurbishment 
 

• Underfloor heating 
 

• All plumbing works 
 

• Solar heating 
 

• Small building works 
 

30 years experience 

0780 193 8632       0787 143 2475 

http://berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk
http://ewrayment.com
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T hings are hotting up 

for the Petertide 
Fair as one of the most 
exciting new additions 
for 2009 will be a steam 
train. 
I apologise in advance 
for all the train jokes, 
but the Fair this year looks to 
be steaming towards success. 
The North London Society of 
Model Engineers will bring 
their two locomotives with 
track to offer rides across the 
churchyard. 
The attractions for this year’s 
Fair are really getting up a 
head of steam. New stations 
include Indian food, music 
from Toad - featured regularly at the 
Gatsby, new sideshows and new games. A 
full summer timetable will be released 
shortly featuring details of other stops 
currently under construction. For online 
service information, look on the website;  
http://petertidefair.org.uk . The usual 
favourites will also be there including 
Punch and Judy, performances from our 
church schools, the renowned book and 
bric-a-brac stalls, cakes, plants, toys and an 

exciting grand raffle. 
Continuing the travel 
theme, one of the prizes 
is a balloon ride. 
The other major 
innovation is the official 
Petertide Fair Jute Bag 
(see back cover). The 

must have bag for the summer 
will be perfect to store all your 
purchases from your journey. 
Bags will be on sale from the 
end of March - every Sunday 
in St Peter's Church, also from 
the Petertide Fair stall in the 
market on Saturdays, or 
contact Judith Limbert 
(873626). 
Keep an eye out for the first 

Sundays in May and June as there will be 
speakers in church from the charities that 
the Fair is supporting. 
Next month, there will be more about this 
year’s Fair. For the moment - Mind the gap 
and all aboard to support Reach Out and 
Fundacion Juconi on the 13th June. 
Stop press: The Red Arrows will be doing a 
fly past, weather dependent, during the fair 
                                                                  � 

Sam Limbert takes  
the Petertide Express 

FULL STEAM 
AHEAD 

A Window for Easter    -    Christopher Green writes 

Of the fine collection of Victorian stained 
glass in St Peter's, the window in the south 
transept, illustrated on our cover this 
month, is probably the one that is looked at 
least often. This is a pity, and particularly 
so at this season of the church's year, as it is 
a lively and richly coloured representation 
of the General Resurrection, full of angels - 
at least thirty two - going about their 
angelic duties, furnished with harps or 
blowing on an amazing variety of trumpets, 
or robing the blessed as they rise from their 
graves. The glass is a memorial to Sophia 
Curtis, wife of Thomas Curtis, and Norris 
tells us that Mrs Curtis can be seen in the 
third light from the west - no doubt the 
central figure. The window is by Clayton & 
Bell and was put in place in 1873 during 
Butterfield's extensive restoration of St 

Peter's. Clayton and Bell had been in 
partnership at this time for nearly twenty 
years and by the early 1870s were 
attracting major commissions. They 
supplied the great west window of King's 
College Chapel in Cambridge and their 
work can be seen as far afield as Australia 
in the Great Hall of the University of 
Sydney. They also designed the mosaics 
adorning the Albert Memorial which were 
manufactured by the firm of Salviati at 
Murano in Venice. In St Peter's, as well as 
their work in the south transept, they 
supplied the east window - a memorial to 
the poet Cowper - and also the most 
westerly window in the St John's Chantry 
in memory of Mary Cooper the wife of 
William Cooper.                                    � 

http://petertidefair.org.uk
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which were to be our 
homes for the rest of 
the week. 
The Jawara family 
welcomed me, I was 
given my Gambian 
name of Habby Jawara 
and shown to my 
accommodation.  The 

construction of all the single storey 
dwellings in the village was basically the 
same, they commence with a small 
bungalow consisting of sitting room, 
bedroom behind and open air bathroom 
behind that.  As the family grows a 
similar construction is added on until 
there is enough room for all the family.  
These units are not usually connected 
internally but there is a connecting 
veranda on the outside.  I was housed in 
the annexe of three such units, usually 
lived in by the unmarried children, and 
my family had made it very welcoming.  
My en suite has to be described.  A 
concreted area with breeze block walls at 
head height, open to the sky, a bucket of 
water, replenished each day, and a tin can.  
The latrine was simply a hole in the floor 
which drained to a main tank.  Although 
this seems primitive to us there is 
something very special about having your 
shower under the stars or with the rising 
sun and the thought of warm water from a 
tap leaves your mind as you indulge in the 
clean soft well water - even the latrine is 
manageable! 
The head of the Jawara household had 
only one wife and they have six sons and 
one daughter, four of the sons were 
married and they also had only one wife.  
This is not typical, as most men have 
either two or three wives.  Married 
families stay on the compound and more 
accommodation is built.  In this instance 
there were only seven such units with four 
married couples and nine children, the 
youngest of whom was only two weeks 
old and another due in September. 
All the men spoke English but The Girls 
who stayed within the confines of the 
compound working together each day 

T he Gambia appears 
literally as a finger 

of land surrounded by 
Senegal, except for 
75km of coastline at its 
Western end.  Tujering 
lies South East of the 
capital Banjul with a 
population of around 
3,000.  The river 
Gambia runs the length of the country and 
empties into the Atlantic, it is lined with 
mangroves in the saline areas and dense 
forest upstream.  There are few large 
mammals left except the primates which 
can be found in some reserves or the 
forest upstream.  The area is a haven for 
ornithologists and does have a wide 
variety of birds. 
The principal religion of The Gambia is 
Muslim and has been since the 14th 
century, first appearing with the 
Mandinka traders who migrated into the 
area from Senegal and Niger.  The official 
language is English and all school lessons 
are taught in this, but the local language 
of Tujering is Mandinka. 
The drive from the airport, with some of 
the Gambian Link Committee, was along 
well made roads until we reached 
Tujering when they become nothing more 
than wide sandy tracks with enormous pot 
holes.  On the outskirts of the village 
many cheering children greeted us and 
followed the cars into the village.  Here 
there were even more children and adults 
awaiting us as they surrounded the 
welcome square six deep.  Nothing could 
prepare you for such a welcome, so many 
children waiting to sit on the laps of the 
Twobabs (white faces) who had come to 
visit, adults in an array of  brightly 
coloured African dress, the heat, the 
smell, the sounds …  I can see and hear it 
now as I write this on a cold February 
evening.  After the official welcome 
speeches there was dancing, African style, 
(we had to join in too) and a martial arts 
display (no joining in with this, it looked 
painful).  Soon all seven of us were taken, 
by our hosts, to the separate compounds 

Elizabeth Jackson makes her first 
visit to The Gambia 

TUJERING WITH 
HERTFORDSHIRE 

LINK 
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spoke Mandinka.  Females throughout 
The Gambia work extremely hard, each 
day there are mounds of washing done in 
large buckets of cold water and dried in 
the sun so that whites are really white.  I 
guess in the rainy season the verandas 
come into use.  The outside cookhouse 
consists of wood fires on which is placed 
a very large wok.  When the first batch of 
food is complete this is transferred to 
another pot standing on a charcoal burner 
which keeps it warm.  So much caring and 
sharing and great love between them all. 
The race to begin the day was between the 
cockerel and the Mosque, usually the 
cockerel won for a 4:30am start closely 
followed by the call to prayer at 5:30am.  
My family were very devout and all 
prayed five times a day with the men 
going to the Mosque on Friday. 
Between meetings with the Gambian Link 
Committee and our own meetings in the 
evenings there was time to see some of 
the surrounding area. 
The first task was to visit all the elders of 
the village and take a gift to them, we then 
had to inspect the boxes of clothes, 
household goods etc. that had arrived 
from England previously and needed to be 
distributed.  This demonstrated the clever 
way that even children adopt, and that is 
the carrying of large loads on the head. 
No visit to The Gambia is complete 
without a visit to the beach and this trip 
was no exception.  White sand so warm to 
the feet, gulls wheeling around, and so 
many pretty shells, but cold sea. 
On Sunday we walked 4.5 km through the 
bush to Kunkagang (church).  This was a 
Catholic Mission church with a school 
attached, the service mostly in English 
following the pattern of our Eucharist 
here.  Unaccompanied swaying African 
singers provided the hymns and responses 
which were a delight to hear. 
The women’s garden in Tujering had been 
created from an area of scrubland with 
small plots 1m square slightly indented to 
retain moisture after watering.  Any 
female can take a plot or two, growing 

crops such as corn, tomatoes, peppers, 
aubergine, etc. which they then sell in the 
village market.  This gives them a little 
independence and a small amount of cash. 
Tujering school with 1,000 pupils - 500 
children am and 500 pm and a brand new 
nursery recently opened is sponsored by a 
Dutch company.  We met with the 
assistant Head and some of his staff, there 
was much discussion as to how we could 
help both staff and pupils function in a 
better way.  We agreed to supply first-aid 
kits and some new lidded buckets for 
water around the school.  (they do have a 
pump which seems to work efficiently but 
it is some way from the classrooms) also 
exercise books. 
Tanji along the coast was a fishing village 
and had an interesting museum showing 
how it was in The Gambia many years 
ago, when both hippo and elephants were 
around the area.  Walking along the beach 
seeing the catch come in was fascinating, 
twenty or so boats laden with so many 
kinds of fish.  The hustle and bustle, the 
women wading out and carrying the catch 
ashore in baskets on their heads, the smell 
of the smoke house and again the vibrant 
colours of the women’s clothes. 
Tujering mother and baby clinic has an 
attendance of around eighty every two 
weeks.  There is a maternity unit waiting 
to be finished, but one in the neighbouring 
town of Brufut is up and running with 
resident staff. 
Serekunda market winding through the 
streets of the town seemed rather like the 
Souk in Egypt, always someone round the 
corner trying to sell and bargaining, but 
somehow this all seemed right as we had 
become part of the culture whilst we were 
staying with our families. 
In The Gambia it seems that everyone, no 
matter how poor they are, will help their 
fellow men, even if it means their own 
family have to cut back.  If a child 
becomes orphaned another family will 
take it in to live with them, no questions 
asked.  You see the older children caring 
for their siblings, sometimes a    p16Î  
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child of no more than five or six with a 
baby on her back, brothers and sisters at 
play looking out for each other.  Whatever 
they are doing, be it washing or cooking, 
the mothers all have their infants attached 
to their backs with a large shawl fastened 
at the front.  This method seems to work 
as I hardly ever heard crying unless it was 
hunger, and all the babies are plump and 
well nourished, unlike other parts of 
Africa.  In my compound I found it 
impossible at first to tell which babies, 
still being breast-fed, belonged to which 
mothers. When an infant cries the nearest 
lactating mother picks it up and feeds. 
Some of the men appear aggressive and 
are certainly assertive.  
This became clear during 
our combined link 
meetings, and of course 
e v e r y t h i n g  w a s 
conducted in Gambian 
time which is slow -  
long discussions about a 
matter which could have 
been settled very quickly.  
It was also clear to see 
that equipment which 
became broken was left 
so long that it became 
irreparable and then cost 
more to fix.  Men 
certainly have the more 
interactive life, some 
have jobs, although 
wages are not high and to 
secure a good job means 
travelling to one of the 
larger towns or even 
Banjul.  Leisure time for 
them is to meet together 
a t  e a c h  o t h e r ’ s 
compounds to chat and 
drink atiaya, a very 
sweet highly caffeinated 
tea. 
The women are resigned 
to their way of life and 
receive comfort from 

each other and are all good friends.  I 
sometimes sat with them as they were 
preparing food, or early in the evening 
before the children went to bed, and 
although we were limited in our speech, 
sign language came in useful.  One of the 
wives spoke French so we were able to 
use that route and she translated into 
Mandinka for the others. 
I knew at the end of my stay that The 
Girls and I had formed a bond and we 
gave each other something that cannot be 
explained.  They taught me humility and 
not to take things for granted, and I gave 
them something from the outside world 
which was alien to them.  There were 
tears on parting but I told them God 
willing I would be back.                         � 

Íp15         Tujering 
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Bluebells in Ashridge woods   p19Î 
Brian Bennett  

Gettng ready to ride with Sweet 
Pea, on of the engines that the 
N London Society of Model 
Engineers will be firing up at 
the Petertide Fair. 
       Íp13 
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9 Lower Kings Road,  Berkhamsted, Herts, HP3 2AE          

                        01442 863091              
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H ow fortunate we 

are.  On the border 
of Bucks and Herts, the 
National Trust Ashridge 
Estate is a huge area of 
stunning Chiltern’s 
countryside.  It features 
5,000 acres of woodlands, commons and 
fine chalk downland, offering splendid 
walking country.  The Children's Society 
41st Berkhamsted Sponsored Walk on 
Sunday 10th May 2009 will take full 
advantage of the beauty around us.  All 
three routes of the Walk include bluebell 
woods, sights which can only be seen 
between April and mid-May.  Feast your 
eyes on this miracle of nature, benefit 
from a healthy and sociable  outdoor 
activity, and support The Children’s 
Society in its work with disadvantaged 
children. 
All the information you could want about 
the Walk is on our web-site http://
berkhamstedwalk.com .  The site, 
generously sponsored and created by 
Ambrit Web Design includes registration 
and sponsorship forms to make it easy to 
take part.  Sponsor forms are also 
available at The Bloc on the corner of 
Lower Kings Road in the High Street, and 
at The Complete Outdoors, London 
Road, Bourne End.  Other outlets in the 
town, such as the Library and the Sports 
Centre, have sponsor forms on display. 
Alternatively, telephone 01442 864968 
for information and forms to be sent to 
you. 
Two routes, nominally of 18 miles and 12 
miles start from the Court House 
alongside St Peter’s Church in 
Berkhamsted High Street, HP4 2AX.  
Registration can be in advance via the 
website or at the Court House between 
10:00am and 12:00 noon.  The third route 
of 6 miles starts at Ashridge College, HP4 
1NS, with registration between 11:00am 
and 2:00pm. 
There will again be three prizes, 
generously donated by The Complete 
Outdoors, for the most sponsorship 

raised.  They are a 
Paramo Jacket, Brasher 
Boots, and a pair of 
Lekki walking poles. 
Use the website http://
justgiving.com to make 
it easier to get friends 
and family to sponsor 

you, and to collect the sponsorship 
money.  
Routes are way-marked and a map and 
text provided to guide you. Checkpoints 
track your progress, offer light 
refreshment, and will have transport if 
you can walk no further! 
The following brief descriptions of the 
Walk routes are to whet your appetite, and 
perhaps direct you to the website.  The 12 
and 18 mile walks share much of the same 
route, reaching Ashridge House, the first 
checkpoint. They diverge at the second 
checkpoint, Wardshurst Farm, with the 
longer walk reaching the Beacon, the start 
of the Ridgeway. The routes rejoin at 
Duncombe Farm and continue to the third 
checkpoint at Aldbury before returning to 
the Court House via Frithsden Beeches 
and Well Farm.  The 6 mile walk starts at 
Ashridge House along the Prince’s Riding 
towards the Monument to cross New 
Road into bluebell woods, passing the 
scene painted by Brian Bennett (p17), and  
returning via Golden Valley.   
The Children’s Society campaigns to 
make childhood better, and recently 
commissioned a widely respected report, 
The Good Childhood Inquiry.  The topic 
of childhood is at the forefront of 
conversations across the UK. The 
Children’s Society is renowned for its 
work and initiatives. Your sponsor money 
will be used to good purpose. 
Berkhamsted’s children have the 
opportunity to enjoy walks with family 
and friends in Ashridge and around.  
Please join us on May 10th and, while 
enjoying yourselves, help us to raise funds 
for deprived children who are denied such 
simple pleasures through no fault of their 
own.                                                      � 
 
 

The 41st Berkhamsted Walk 
Alex Evans writes 

STRIDE OUT FOR 
CHILDHOOD 

http://berkhamstedwalk.com
http://justgiving.com
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MALCOLM JONES & METCALFE  
Funeral Service                                      

 

 
Day and Night Service 

Phone 864548  or Fax  864572  

Funeral Directors 
Private Car Park 
Memorial Consultants 

Private 
Chapels 
Of Rest 

284 High Street, Berkhamsted 

For a good reliable 
installation of all 

plumbing and 
heating systems 

 

Corgi registered  
with over 30 years  

in the trade 

CG HOLDER 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

LTD 

 

01442  862244  
07973 144336 

Every Saturday
9:30am - 12noon

(except 1st Sat in month)

Out shopping? Need
a break? Come here

for inexpensive
refreshments in a

pleasant atmosphere

Marlin
Montessori School

Est 33 Years

1 Park View Road
Berkhamsted,

Herts, HP4 3EY

Sessional and Daycare.
Summer Camp.

Age: 3 months to 5 years

Tele: 01923 663875

 

Station Approach 
Berkhamsted 

 

01442 866290 
01923 681103 

Sessional and Daycare 
Summer Club 

Age: 2 years to 5 years 

 

       Est 1965 
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I remember when my 
daughters were very 
small they did not 
always sleep through 
the night.   On a few 
o c c a s i o n s  a 
combina t ion  o f 
teething, colds and 
intermittent sleep 

patterns meant that one or all of them was 
awake through the hours of darkness.  
Rachel and I used to keep each other going 
by cups of tea, while also wondering how 
we were going to keep awake during the 
next day.  Being woken up through the 
night is all part of being a parent, but I 
remember the feeling of being completely 
muzzy headed and losing all sense of time. 
There were a few advantages of being up 
through the night.  The first was a smile 
from one of the girls that made it all seem 
worthwhile.  Secondly, it allowed me to 
appreciate what it was like to work on a 
night shift.  Thirdly, the opportunity to 
observe the dawn; the rising of the sun and 
the beginning of the new day is something 
that can lift the spirits.  There is a short 

space between darkness and the dawn 
where everything feels slightly different.  
The light has a unique character; there is 
birdsong, very few cars and a special 
freshness in the air.  The day ahead, even in 
a tired state can feel alive with expectation 
as the darkness recedes. 
As part of the Easter celebrations a service 
will be held on Easter morning in 
Berkhamsted Castle.  It will reflect on how 
the women came to the tomb while it was 
still dark and found that it was empty.  It is 
in the dawn of the new day that Mary 
recognises Jesus, who is not dead, but 
risen.  A new day had begun where the 
emptiness and despair of the recent past 
was being replaced by a deepening sense of 
joy and hope.  Hope, at the present time, 
seems to be a commodity in short supply.  
In the celebrations of Easter, maybe it will 
be something that can be rediscovered or 
renewed.  The psalmist put it in a very 
good way: - Weeping may linger in the 
night, but joy comes with the morning. 
(Psalm 30. 5b)                                        � 

http://stmarysnorthchurch.com 
 
 

     review  

The light of a 
new day 

The Revd 
Jonathan 

Gordon writes 

Northchurch & Wigginton 

Teck building – look it up!). 

Please therefore write in your own words 
to:.  

English Heritage, Brooklands, 24 
Brooklands Avenue,Cambridge, CB2 8BU 

 The important points to remember are as 
follows. 

1. Give the name and address - Cheere 
House, Hillfield Road Hemel Hempstead, 
HP2 4AD (within the grounds of Hemel 
Hempstead General Hospital.) 

2. Cheere House is of special architectural 
and historic interest.  It was built in 1831 
and was originally the local infirmary, 
funded by local people.  In 1878 Cheere 
House became a convalescent home, then in 
1946 a nurses home and finally in 1992 a 

post graduate medical centre for London 
University and the Hemel Hempstead 
Hospital. 

3. Cheere House now the property of the 
West Herts Hospitals Trust is being 
considered urgently for demolition by that 
Trust to sell the land to help reduce their 
deficit, regardless of the history and 
architecture of the building and its valuable 
use by the  hospital and the community. 

4. It still has the original operating theatre – 
now a lecture room – with a balcony from 
which students used to watch the surgery. 

5. It is now used for meetings, lectures etc. 
and has a medical library used by hospital 
staff and by General Practitioners.  That 
purpose could continue as a part of the 
remaining hospital departments.                � 
 

Íp9         The New Hospital 

http://stmarysnorthchurch.com
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As a soft furnishings designer I create 

exciting designs and ideas for practical and 
beautiful homes.  

 

 From handmade curtains, valences, 
cushions and upholstery to Roman, 
Venetian, Vertical and Roller blinds, 

everything beautifully made and fitted to the 
highest standards.  

 

 You can use your own or choose from my 
range of the latest fabrics as well as 

traditional favourites. I also supply and fit a 
wide range of tracks and poles.  

 

 So if you have just moved into your new 
home or just want to update the look of your 

interior, call me.  
 

 Sue Hawkins in Studham  
 01582 873358 

for 15 to 27 passengers 
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          review easter services 
Palm Sunday, Holy Week & Easter 5th – 12th April at St Peter’s 
 

Palm Sunday 
Sun 5th  8:00am Eucharist with Palm Crosses 
  9:30am Blessing of Palms and Sung Eucharist  
    (starting in St Peter’s car park) 
  6:30pm Concert – Chiltern Chamber Choir & Bridgewater Sinfonia 
               Bach St John Passion 
in Holy Week –  
Mon  6th 7:30pm Eucharist 
  8:00pm Liturgy of Penitence and Healing 
Tue  7th  7:30pm Eucharist 
  8:00pm Stations of the Cross 
Wed  8th  7:30pm Eucharist 
  8:00pm Tenebrae 
Maundy Thursday 
Thu 9th  8:00pm Sung Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper.    
    † Preacher:  Fr Edward Dowler 
    The service is  followed by Vigil of Prayer  
Good Friday 
Fri 10th  12-3pm The Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday.    
    † Preacher:  Fr Edward Dowler 
Easter Eve 
Sat 11th   9:00pm The Easter Vigil with Holy Baptism 
Easter Day 
Sun 12th   9:30am Sung Eucharist     † Preacher:  Fr Edward Dowler 
  6:00pm Choral Evensong 
 
     †  Fr Edward Dowler is Vice Principal of St Stephen’s House, Oxford 
 
Palm Sunday, Holy Week & Easter 5th – 12th April at All Saints’ 
 

Sun  5th  10:00am Holy Communion 
in Holy Week 
Mon  6th  8:00pm Meditative Act of Worship 
Tue  7th  9:30-3pm Easter Children's Holiday Club  
  8:00pm Meditative Act of Worship 
Wed  8th  8:00pm Meditative Act of Worship 
Maundy Thursday 
Thu  9th  8:00pm Holy Communion 
Good Friday 
Fri  10th  8:00pm Good Friday Service 
Easter Day 
Sun  12th  10:00am Holy Communion 
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A B W Services Ltd 
Plumbing & Heating 

Are you fed up searching for a reliable Plumber? 

Tired of waiting in vain for promised appointments? 
Call us now for a friendly, prompt and reliable 

service. 
 

We are a Studham based and registered Plumbing 
and Heating Company, with many years 
experience in the industry.  If you have a plumbing 
and heating problem, whatever the size, we will be 
more than happy to help remedy it.  We specialise 
in all aspects of plumbing and heating including 
new bathrooms, new boilers and heating systems, 
servicing, upgrades to the latest building regs, 
high pressure hot water systems, and not 
forgetting water treatment.  This can be in the form 
of water softeners installed or replaced, to special 
house filtering systems to remove sediment and 
odours. This is especially important if you suffer 
from dry skin or eczema, these filtering systems 
really help. 

 For any further information or to organise a 
quote, please contact Andy Warwick  on: 

 07775 853448 or 01582 873448 

Church View Funeral Service 
 Independent Family Funeral Directors of Distinction 

♦ Serving Tring, Northchurch, 
Berkhamsted & Surrounding Areas 

♦ Traditional Values 
♦ Fully Qualified Funeral Director 
♦ 24 Hour Personal Service 
♦ Independent Family Business 
♦ Golden Charter Funeral Plans 
♦ Home Arrangements 

 

Church Yard, Tring 
Hertfordshire 

HP23 5AE 
 

Telephone : 01442 825472 
http://www.churchviewfuneral.co.uk 

http://www.churchviewfuneral.co.uk


25 

 
            review notes&notices 

Wednesday 15th April 2009 at 8:00pm in 
the Civic Centre.  Vic Ash/Simon Spillett 
Quintet. Tickets:  Members £8, visitors 
£10 available on the door. 
Saturday 9th May 2009 at 8:00pm in the 
Civic Centre. Joe Stilgoe Quintet Tickets: 
Members £8, visitors £10 available on the 
door. 

BERKHAMSTED JAZZ 

Tuesday 21st April 2009 at 8:00pm in the 
Civic Centre.  Peter Atkins – In the 
Footsteps of Turner.  Visitors £2 on the 
door 

BERKHAMSTED ART SOCIETY 

Saturday 25th April 2009 at 7:45pm at 
the Centenary Hall, Kings Road.  City of 
London Sinfonia.  Vaughan Williams, 
Oboe concerto;  Copland, Appalachian 
Spring;  Elgar, Serenade;  Haydn, 
Farewell Symphony.  Tickets £15, Senior 
Citizens £13 from Civic Centre. 

DACORUM LIVE 

Saturday 16th May 2009 from 10:00am to 
4:00pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Berkhamsted By popular demand Jonathan 
Damborough returns  to lead a Day School 
on The Life and Music of Henry Purcell.  
To enrol, post a cheque for £25 for one or 
£45 for two, payable to WEA 
Berkhamsted, to Hazel Ward at 
Littlehurst, Gravel Path, Berkhamsted HP4 
2PQ. 

WEA BERKHAMSTED AND  
TRING BRANCH 

Saturday, 4th April 2009 In the Court 
House 10:00am to 4:00pm.  Free. Phone 
862011 for details. 

BOOK FAIR 

3rd and 4th April 2009 at 8:00pm          
The Retroverts an 11-piece band with 
Harriet Green on vocals.  £15 
Friday 17th April 2009 at 8:00pm.  An 
evening with the 25-year old Ukrainian 
pianist who won the Guildhall Gold 
Medal. 

COURT THEATRE, TRING 

Saturday 4th April 2009 in Deans’ Hall, 
Castle Street.  Stars of the summer show, 
backed by Pepper dances and musicians 
and supported by Mr Kite. 

PEPPER DIVAS 

Tuesday 21st April 2009 at 10:30am 
A Gentle Stroll with Brian & Siân 
Barton. Meet at the Visitor Centre on 
Monument Green.  A chance to discover 
the wildlife of the Ashridge Estate. The 
strolls take up to two hours and are mostly 
over level routes, except in the Steps Hill 
area where hills can't be avoided. Wear 
stout, waterproof footwear and just turn up 
with £2 per person on the day. 

FRIENDS OF ASHRIDGE 

Thursday 30th April 2009 at 7:30pm at 
Berkhamsted Town Hall.  Annual Town 
Meeting and Councillors’ Reports – 
electors can question their elected 
Councillors on the previous 12 months’ 
activities.  No charge – refreshments. 

BERKHAMSTED TOWN COUNCIL 

Tuesday 7th April 2009 at 7:00pm The 
Curious Gardeners: the life and times of 
the John Tradescants with Jennifer 
Potter, Fellow of the Royal Literary Fund, 
King’s College, London, on the father and 
son gardeners who became key figures in 
English horticulture.  Tickets from 
figgis@limes-herts-wanadoo.co.uk or 
01707 261400 

ASHRIDGE 
HERTS GARDEN TRUST 
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Thursday 2nd April 2009 at 8:00pm in the 
Sessions Hall, Town Hall.  The 
Environment – an update. David Brown. 
Visitors £2 on the door deductible from £5 
annual household membership when 
joining on the night. 

BERKHAMSTED CITIZENS 
ASSOCIATION 

Thursday 23rd April 2009 at 7:45pm. At 
Newcroft, Mill Street.  37th AGM and 
finds from local area – Julian Walters, 
Finds Liaison Officer, Beds and Herts.  
£1.50 at the door. 

BERKHAMSTED AND DISTRICT 
ARCHAELOGICAL SOCIETY 

When the youngsters of the Junior Church 
at All Saints’ held their Christmas party, 
Santa was in for a surprise. Instead of 
handing out presents, he received them. 
Using special collecting boxes the children 
raised £105 which has been used to buy 
gifts from the Oxfam Unwrapped 
alternative catalogue. Now needy 
individuals and communities in 
developing countries will benefit from the 
children’s generosity. 
They bought clean water, mosquito nets, 
seeds, a goat, 2 health checks and fixed a 
well. 
As Easter approaches and many people 
visit friends and family, choosing presents 
to take with them, following the young 
people’s example would provide an 
excellent solution. There are alternative 
gifts or interesting ideas from Oxfam’s 
eco-friendly range or the new season 
gardening items. 
Traditional Easter eggs made from 
Fairtrade chocolate are also available. The 
children of All Saints certainly deserve 
one. 

OXFAM UNWRAPPED  

Do you need some refurbishment done?  
Would you like to support local people? 
Cementaprise can help you! 
Cementaprise works with local people 
seeking to develop a career in the 
construction sector.  Local people 
volunteer their time to work in the 
community through working in a 
construction-based environment. 
Cementaprise can undertake projects 
including bricklaying, plastering, tiling, 
building paths and patios, painting and 
decorating, stud walling, general 
refurbishment, landscaping, carpentry and 
more. 
What will it cost?  You pay for the 
materials and a competitive daily rate for 
one supervisor.  Our trainees given their 
time free of charge! 
As the recession bites, Cementaprise is 
helping more and more local people.  
Many who are older are, for the first time, 
facing the prospect of long-term 
unemployment. Together we can help 
local people get back into work and 
support those in Dacorum who are being 
made redundant.                       

It’s a WIN WIN situation! 
Alongside this voluntary work experience, 
we offer our trainees a unique mix of 
practical training and support to help 
improve their chances of getting back to 
work, gain a reference from us to show 
potential employers, thus fulfilling their 
potential and moving forward in their 
lives. 
Support the local community by giving 
people in your area the opportunity to 
develop their skills AND get a cost 
effective solution to enhance your 
property.  Email: info@cementaprise.org.    
.           http://.cementaprise.org 
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Wednesday 8th April 2009 from 2:00 to 
4:00pm at Berkhamsted Cricket Club.  
Members £1 and Visitors £3. 

BERKHAMSTED FLOWER CLUB 

Joy Lovell, Joint President, 
welcomed us on a pleasant sunny 
afternoon as members to met up 
again after missing our February 
meeting due to such inclement 

weather!  Joy opened the meeting by 
reading three poems to us and with 
secretary, Janet Mitchell, took us through 
the business matters and informed us of 
forthcoming events in which we can 
participate. 
Our speaker this month was Patricia 
Pearce, MBE, her talk entitled My Flying 
Days which she spent as a stewardess for 
25 years.  But for the next 17 years she 
spent her time organising Dream Flights 
which takes 192 disabled and sick children 
for ten days’ holiday to Florida with full 
medical benefits. 
A DVD of the children’s trip is produced 
for their families to enjoy on their return 
back home.  For this wonderful 
undertaking Patricia Pearce was awarded 
the MBE.  A vote of thanks was given by 
Jean Presland. 
Our next meeting is on 3rd April 2009 at 
2:00pm when we celebrate our 20th  
Birthday in the Court House.  Why not 
come and join us for a magical afternoon. 

BERKHAMSTED CASTLE WI 

The Hospice has launched 
a new website to help 
people find out more about 
the charity, fundraise, get 
involved in volunteering, 

keep up with the latest news, make 
donations and more. The new http://
www.stfrancis.org.uk takes a fresh look 
at Hospice life, provides the very latest 
information and keeps people in touch and 
connected via daily updates.  

Ever Fallen For Someone                   
You Didn't Know?  

The Hospice is looking for people to make 
a sponsored 10,000 feet freefall parachute 
jump on its behalf - and in return will pay 
for it!  
Willing skydivers need to raise just £395 
in sponsorship money in order to jump for 
free and in turn the Hospice receives an 
average donation of £140. In addition to 
this, every extra pound that you raise over 
the minimum comes straight to the charity.  
Pippa Brush, Community Fundraiser 
said: 
We are organising this fabulous 
opportunity through Skyline who 
specialise in organising fundraising events 
for charities so if you have any questions 
please ring them directly as they are in the 
best position to answer your questions. 
You can contact them on 020 7424 5522  
Sunday 31st May 2009 Hospice 30th 
Birthday Garden Party at Ashridge. Call 
Pippa on  869555. 
Tuesday 9th June 2009 Swing into Summer 
Golf Day Stocks Golf Club. Call Harriet 
on 869555 to book. 
Saturday 20th June 2009 Walk With the 
Stars - twelve mile and six mile midnight 
walk. Call Fran on 869555 for details.  
Can you juggle? Eat fire? Stilt walk? Are 
you a clown? Do you know anyone with 

HOSPICE OF ST FRANCIS these skills who might be willing to help 
on 20th June 2009 to keep the large crowd 
of walkers on Hemel Hempstead School 
playing fields entertained between 
10:00pm and 11:00pm. Last year this 
event raised over £200,000 in just one 
night. You can get in touch with Fran on 
8 6 9 5 5 5  o r  e m a i l  h e r  a t 
fran.martin@stfrancis.org.uk . 

http://www.stfrancis.org.uk
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SUN St Peter’s  8:00am Eucharist  

   9:30am Sung Eucharist  

   6:00pm Evensong  

 All Saints’ 5th 10:00am Holy Communion 

  12th 10:00am All Age Holy Communion   

  19th 10:00am Morning Worship 

  26th 

 
8:00am 

10:00am 
Holy Communion 
Morning Worship 

 
All services at St Peter’s unless otherwise indicated.        MP = Morning Prayer    EP = Evening Prayer 

April 

MON MP 7:30am  EP 5:00pm  Eucharist 6:00pm  

TUE MP 7:30am  EP 5:00pm  Eucharist 9:30am All Saints’ 
WED MP 7:30am  EP 5:00pm  Eucharist 8:00am  

THU MP 7:30am  EP 5:00pm  Eucharist 11:00am (Fr Michael’s day off) 
FRI MP 7:30am  EP 5:00pm both Eucharist 9:15am  
SAT MP 9:30am  EP 5:00pm  Eucharist 10:00am  

3rd Mon GRIEF & LOSS SUPPORT VISITORS GROUP  7:45pm                               Court House  
 Contact June Haile (873087), Angela Morris (866992) or Ruth Treves Brown (863268)  

Tue CHUCKLES PARENT & TODDLER GROUP:  10:00-11:30am  All Saints’ Church Hall        
             Song Time or short  service as announced.                         Jenny Wells (870981)  

Tue ST PETER’S CHOIR  Children             5:15 to 6:15pm                                         St Peter’s 
                                                     Contact: Adrian Davis (875674) or Jean Wild (866859)  

1st Tue TUESDAY CLUB  7:45pm  A lively women’s group with guest speaker           Court House 
                 Contact chairman Val Atkinson (866792)   

3rd Tue MOTHERS’ UNION: meets in members’ houses at 8:00pm.         
     Non-members always welcome.                        Contact: Kathie Lally (863526)  

4th Tue MOTHERS’ UNION PRAYER GROUP:   2:30pm                            17 Shaftesbury Court         
     Tell us if anyone needs our prayers.            Contact: Jenny Wells (870981)  

Wed JULIAN MEETING:  meets about twice a month                    at Jenny’s    57 Meadow Rd 
 All are very welcome at 11:30am as arranged                         or at Ruth’s   1 Montague Rd 
                 Contact: Jenny Wells (870981)  or  Ruth Treves Brown (863268)  

Wed PATHFINDERS GAMES CLUB 7-8:30pm   (yrs 5-8)  Jimmy Young (384929)   
                                                                                                                          The Court House  

3rd Wed GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORT  Lunch at 12:30pm for those who have been bereaved. 
                                                                                 Contact Sylvia Banks (871195)  

Thu HOME GROUP: 8:00pm on 2nd & 4th Thursdays.    Contact Linda Bisset (862115)  

Thu BELLRINGING: 8:00pm Helen Ruberry  (890949)                                              St Peter’s  

Fri LITTLE FISHES PARENT & TODDLER GROUP: 9:30-11:30am               Court House   
 Weekly meetings with a short service 1st Fri in St Peter’s (10am)                                                 
Carrie Wegener (865015)  

Fri ST PETER’S CHOIR:   Children 7:00-8:30pm,  Adults 7:30-8:30pm.                 St Peter’s 
                                        Contact: Adrian Davis (875674) or Jean Wild (866859)  

3rd Sat ABC PRAYER BREAKFAST: 8:00am for breakfast & prayers.   Various local churches  
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 Please see opposite for regular Sunday & weekday services at St Peter’s and All Saints’ 

                             review diary 
 APRIL 

Wed  1st  8:00pm Lent Talk Pillars of the Church –  
     What is Anglicanism? - Fr Michael Bowie ................St Peter’s 
Thu 2nd 9:30am Victoria School End of Term Service............................St Peter’s 
Fri   3 10:00am Little Fishes Service......................................................St Peter’s  
  12noon Thomas Coram School    End of Term Service .............St Peter’s 
Sun 5 6:30pm Cowper Society presents Chiltern Chamber Choir   
           JS Bach St John Passion ....................................... St Peter’s 
All services for Holy Week and Easter, 5-12 April, are shown on page 23 
Sat 18 8:00am Association of Berkhamsted Churches  
        Prayer Breakfast......................... Northchurch Baptist Church 
Tue 21 10:15am Chuckles Toddlers’ service   A Very Big Picnic ..........All Saints’ 
Sun 26 9:30am Confirmation – Christopher, Bp of Hertford.................St Peter’s 
  3:00pm Choral Evensong to mark the end of 
          Mayor Carol Green’s year in office .......................St Peter’s 
Tue 28 8:00pm Parochial Church Council meeting ................... The Court House 
MAY 
Fri 1 6:15am The Cowper Society presents  
       Madrigals from the Tower ........................................St Peter’s 
   with Chiltern Chamber Choir,  
         followed by breakfast for all in ................... The Court House 
  10:00am Little Fishes Service......................................................St Peter’s 
  1:00pm Friday lunch recital. Margaret Richard viola da gamba 
       Bach ’cello suites ...................................................... St Peter’s 
Sun 3 6:00pm Service of Thanksgiving and Commemoration  
        for departed family & friends...................................St Peter’s 
Tue  5 10:15am Chuckles Toddlers’ service  
         Why Zaccheaus climbed a tree............................... All Saints' 
Sat 16 8:00am Association of Berkhamsted Churches Prayer BreakfastSunnyside 
Sun 15  Parish Walsingham Pilgrimage led by Fr Michael Bowie .....
          (returning Mon 18th) 

                       review registers 
Baptisms (St Peter’s) 
22nd February Cara Rose Sargaison, Brooke Stella Sleigh 
Funerals 
12th January Kenneth Harry Flint Chilterns Crematorium 
20th January David Stanley Broadbent Chilterns Crematorium 
19th February Henry Sydney Arnfield (Harry) St Peter’s Church (Kingshill Cemetery) 
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                         review factfile 

http://wayinn.com 

ASSOCIATION OF BERKHAMSTED CHURCHES  

Telephone numbers to ring for times of services, etc.   
Northchurch Baptist Revd David Russell 877001 
  Barry Cook 877001 
St Mary's Northchurch Revd Jonathan Gordon 871547 
All Saints'  Revd Dr Michael Bowie 864194  
  Revd Caroline Weaver 866324            
  Mr John Malcolm 874993 
  Mrs Ida Rance 865829 
Sacred Heart (RC) Fr John Bolam 863845  
  Mr Frank Furlong 862768                 
Society of Friends (Quakers)     Moira Tomson  871347 
   Sandra Bryant 862 957                         
Kings Road Church Pastor Ray Toms 864393   
  Dr Richard Walker 875614 
St Peter’s Revd Dr Michael Bowie 864194  
  Mrs Jean Green 878227 
Berkhamsted Baptist Mrs Pat Ginger 865817  
St Michael & All Angels, Revd David Abbott 865100 
           Sunnyside Mrs S Bright 875025 
St John the Evangelist, Revd David Abbott  865100 
         Bourne End Revd Dick Clarkson 873014   

http://wayinn.com
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The Revd Dr Michael Bowie,  (Team Rector), The Rectory, Rectory Lane (864194)   
                                            (day off  Thursday) 
The Revd John Pritchard (Curate), 6 Sevens Close (870016)   (day off Tuesday) 
The Revd Prof. Luke Geoghegan (NSM),     16 Gravel Path, (875970) 
The Revd Canon Basil Jones (Hon.Asst.Priest),     17 Lochnell Road  (864485) 
The Revd Canon Anthony Lathe (Hon Asst Priest), 15a Kingsdale Road (863115) 
The Revd John Russell (Hon Asst Priest) 49 Tring Road, Aylesbury (01296 423022) 
Christina Billington (Diocesan Lay Minister),     13 Ashridge Rise  (385566) 
Marjorie Bowden (Reader Emeritus),     16 Broadwater  (871283) 
Joan Cook (Reader Emeritus),   6 Clunbury Court  (866278) 
John Malcolm (Reader), Landswood, Shootersway  (874993) 
Jenny Wells (Reader),      57 Meadow Road  (870981) 
Parish Administration:  Jean Green, The Parish Office, the Court House  (878227) 
Stewardship Recorder:  Miles Nicholas,    46 Fieldway  (871598) 
Churchwardens: Chris Hunt, 11 The Firs, Wigginton (822607) 
                         Philippa Seldon,  1 Fieldway (871534)  
All Saint’s  Peter Bryant, 36 North Road (871680) 
        Representatives Tracy Robinson, 36 Trevelyan Way, (863559)                             
Parochial Church Secretary: Pat Hunt,    11 The Firs, Wigginton  (822607) 
         Council:  Treasurer: Michael Robinson,    36 Trevelyan Way  (863559) 
 
Director of Music:  Adrian Davis (875674) 
Asst. Director of Music:  Jean Wild (866859) 
Organist: Jonathan Lee    (0794 1113232) 
Weddings and Funerals,   
Banns of Marriage and  
Baptisms:  Fr Michael Bowie (864194) 
Bellringers (St Peter’s):  Helen Ruberry    22 Brook Street, Tring  (890949)  
Choirmaster: Peter McMunn  (874894) 
All Saints’ is an Anglican / Methodist   
Local Ecumenical Partnership. 
Minister:  The Revd Caroline Weaver   (866324) 
 

                       review contacts 

http://stpetersberkhamsted.org.uk 
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Published by Great Berkhamsted Parochial Church Council.                                                  
Layout and printing by TF Services, 29 Longfield Road, Tring, Herts, HP23 4DG (828254) 

March’s Personality 
 
 

 

 

Personalities in the Parish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answer next month  

David Pearce playing the jester in Cue for Cupid in 
1956, a play especially written for him. His jokes 

always fell flat, in the play that is. 

http://allsaintsberkhamsted.org.uk 

http://stpetersberkhamsted.org.uk
http://allsaintsberkhamsted.org.uk
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