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Welcome to the April and Easter issue 
of the Berkhamsted Review. 

We have been rather caught out by the 
calendar this year. Our parish annual 
meeting was on 23rd March, which was 
beyond the deadline for preparing this 
edition. This means that we have not been 
able to publish details of our new PCC and 
church area committees and the names of 
this year's parish officers until our May 
issue. So it goes! 

The same quirk of the calendar meant 
that we were unable to publicise details of 
the parish's Lent courses (of which there 
were several) in your magazine, with one 
exception. In fact several courses took 
place, we are glad to say – a reassuring 
indicator of a vibrant parish. 

We go into the post-Easter season 
taking a number of actions to boost 
circulation of the Review. Don't forget to 
mention the magazine to your friends! Of 
course, we also need to fill our pages with 
interesting material, so please keep the 
articles and pictures coming. We're always 
on the look out for good photographs for 
the cover. Artists, now is your chance! 

 David Woodward 

Cover: The Town Hall’s new sign is a prominent 
feature in the High Street. Photo: Chris Smalley 

In this month’s issue... 
Resurrection 

Fr Mark Bonney sees the evidence for 
the Resurrection in the lives and hearts of 
those faithful to Christ. 

Where do we fit in? 
John Cook isn’t impressed with our 
being devolved to the Eastern Region.. 

Building sports facilities 
The Collegiate School has a problem; 
Ian Reay thinks he may have an answer. 

Parliamentary trains 
Stephen Halliday examines an early 
proposal to solve Victorian London’s 
transport problems. 

HELP WISE 
Christos Izimis looks at how one local 
charity is trying to help people in need. 

Sit back and relax? No way! 
Rev Peter Hart urges us not to take it 
easy after the privations of Lent. 

... plus our regular features, readers’ 
letters, notes & notices and diary dates. 

 The Parish Magazine of
 St Peter’s with All Saints’ 

 

Editorial Team: David Woodward, 3 Murray Road, Berkhamsted  HP4 1JD  (862723) 
 Chris Smalley, 18 Osmington Place, Tring  HP23 4EG  (826821) 
 email: review@c-of-e.freeserve.co.uk 
 fax: 01753 855021 (attn: Chris Smalley) 
Advertising: David Woodward, 3 Murray Road, Berkhamsted  HP4 1JD  (862723) 
Circulation: Daphne Montague, 27 Hill View, Berkhamsted  HP4 1SA  (875320) 
Treasurer: Miles Nicholas, 46 Fieldway, Berkhamsted  HP4 2NY  (871598) 
Parish office: The Court House, Berkhamsted HP4 2AX 
 Sec: Jean Green (878227)  email: j.green@c-of-e.freeserve.co.uk 
Responsibility for opinions expressed in articles and letters published in this Review and for the 
accuracy of any statements in them rests solely with the individual contributor 

Next copy dates (all Fridays):  6 April   4 May   8 June 
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I once received an 
Easter card that 
had what I 
thought was quite 
an entertaining 
cartoon on the 
front. It showed a 
Sherlock Holmes 
type figure, with 

pipe and magnifying glass, making a close 
examination of the empty tomb. He looks 
at it from several angles, overseen by a 
figure that is clearly meant to be the risen 
Christ. After two or three pictures showing 
this investigation the Sherlock Holmes 
figure stands up and says to the risen 
Christ “Yes Lord, I can confirm it - you 
have risen from the dead, the position of 
the grave clothes gave it away.” To which 
the risen Christ responds in an amused and 
perhaps even bemused way, “How would 
you like someone to believe in you 
because of the position of the grave 
clothes?” 

The message is amusingly and clearly 
put. When we talk about the resurrection 
we can spend far too much time fussing 
around empty tombs and positions of 
grave clothes. I believe that the tomb of 
Jesus was empty on that first Easter Day - 
though I also accept that that proves no 
more than that the tomb was empty - it 
doesn’t prove the resurrection. The 
evidence for that, and for God being living 
and active today isn’t amidst tombs and 
grave clothes but in the lives and hearts of 
people. It is in the witness of those who 
have remained faithful to Christ through 
trouble and persecution down the ages, it 
is in the lives of those through whom the 
love of God has shone and continues to 
shine. It is even in the continuing existence 
of the Church in spite of our human 
failings and inability to work and worship 
together - the Christian Church’s ability to 
split up into numerous groups and 

denominations (surely not the will of God) 
and still remain alive and active has to be a 
sign of something remarkable! 

As with so much of the Christian faith 
we’re not dealing with things that can be 
proved or disproved in some dispassionate 
way, but something which has to be 
entered into, taken deep into ourselves, 
lived with and allowed to work within us. 
And that is part of what our celebrations of 
Holy Week and Easter try to enable us to 
do a little bit more. Those who are able to 
travel through Palm Sunday, Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday are enabled to 
experience at a much deeper level what the 
death of Christ is all about and thus Easter 
Day comes with a special dose of joy and 
wonder. So I encourage you to join others 
and me on this special journey again this 
Holy Week and Easter.  

Christ is Risen - He is Risen indeed. 
Alleluia! � 

Christ has died 
Christ is Risen 

Christ will come again! 

 review leader 

 

Fr Mark Bonney 
reflects on the 
evidence for a 

living and active 
God this Easter. 
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W BO O D S  O F  E R K H A M S T E D
A Capital Gift & Garden Centre

‘The Natural Place for Gardeners’

The Old Iron Works, High Street, Berkhamsted
Hertfordshire  HP4 1BJ

Tel: (01442) 863159

 

 

Sarah Davey
MSTAT, RCST 
Teacher of the 

Alexander 
Technique 

Cranio Sacral 
Therapist 

Tel: (01442) 250712 
email: 

sadalli@globalnet.co.uk 

 

 

Will Kimberley

01442 255784

�

�

�

�

�

�

Grass cutting
Hedge trimming
Patios cleaned
Gutters cleared
All cuttings and 
clippings removed
References available

Why not phone
for a quote?

SUPPLIERS OF FINE
HAND MADE CHOCOLATES

SOCIAL FUNCTIONS,
CORPORATE HOSPITALITY
ALSO TRADITIONAL BOMBONIERE

FOR WEDDINGS

01442 865679
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Medieval Fashions 
What would a middle class Berkhamsted 
couple have been wearing 645 years ago? 
It is possible to say. He would have worn a 
long loose gown buttoned right up to the 
neck, with close sleeves and a large, 
turned up collar. On his feet would have 
been rather delicate pointed shoes (winkle-
pickers in the parlance of a future 
generation). His wife would have worn a 
modest cote-hardi – a sort of tunic 
reaching to her feet - with an open collar 
and tight inner sleeves with a frilly hem. 
On her head she would have sported a 
woolly bonnet. Hair would have been 
worn long by both men and women, and 
men had full beards.  

Evidence for all this is there for 
everyone to see in the large memorial 
brass to Richard Torrington and his wife 
Margaret in St Peter’s church. It dates 
from the year that the Black Prince rode 
out from Berkhamsted Castle on his way 
to capture the king of the French at the 
Battle of Poitiers. 

Malcolm Cook in his little book 
Discovering Brasses says that the earliest 
brasses to civilians are in the Home 
Counties and he cites our Torrington brass 
of 1356 as an important one of these. There 
is a picture of it in the book, with a full 

description.  As there is so little other 
English art of that period depicting how 
ordinary people dressed (well, perhaps not 
exactly ordinary –the better off rather than 
the hoi polloi), brasses such as this one are 
important historical records. 

The engraving of the brass is a little 
crude compared with the best, but this in a 
way adds to its charm. Certainly if 
Margaret Torrington really had a face like 
the one the engraver has given her you 
have to wonder what Richard saw in her. 

There are several other interesting 
brasses in the church – along the south 
wall and on the pillar by the choir stalls. 
Originally they were all in the floor, but 
fortunately they have survived in 
reasonably good condition and been 
mounted on the walls away from the wear 
and tear inflicted by boots and, even 
worse, stiletto heels. Margaret Briggs 
(1370), a little further along from the 
Torringtons, is dressed rather differently, 
with a more stylish and fetching bonnet, 
and then Richard Westbroke (1485) shows 
that over the following century quite a 
change had taken place in men’s fashions 
too.  

Along with the effigy of the wife of 
Henry of Berkhamsted on the great tomb 
chest by the vestry door, all these brasses 
are by far the oldest surviving works of art 
depicting the clothes worn by local people.   

Where do we fit in? 
Is Berkhamsted really in the home 
counties? If you define the home counties 
as those which border on the great 
metropolis I suppose it is. But these days 
we are politically also in the totally 
artificial  Eastern Region, a fact that 
already has importance, for example as far 
as European Union grants are concerned; 
and it could have greatly increased 
significance if more government is to be 
devolved to the English regions, as is 
threatened. 

If this were to happen where would the 
seat of the Eastern Region government be? 
It is most unlikely that it would set up in 
Hertfordshire - more probably Cambridge
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The Shock of the New 
So the new window has at last appeared in 
St Peter’s - not a day too soon as it turned 
out as the window it replaced really was 
on its last legs – faded, battered and 
unsafe. If you have not seen the new one 

do pop in and have a look – it’s the first 
one on the left from the door. In fact there 
is no need for you to be told that: it is so 
different from the others that you can’t 
miss it. Unlike the stained glass in most of 
the other windows it is clear plate glass, 
engraved and with touches of restrained 

 

Blair Electrical Limited
Electrical Engineers & Contractors

35 years' experience
All Industrial and Commercial work undertaken

Blair Electrical - people you can rely on

Blair Electrical Ltd., Unit 11, Akeman Business Park, Akeman Street,
Tring, Herts HP23 6AF                Tel 01442 827696  Fax 01442 827698

COMMUNITY
MARKET

First Saturday each month
9:00am - 12:30pm

Berkhamsted
Old Town Hall

Next markets:

5th May
7th April

Stalls £5             Tel: 866992
 

Busy household?

Your local answer

Phone / fax
01582 842547
Gillian Wells

 

FOS FSC 

MALCOLM JONES & METCALFE 
Funeral Service 

284 High Street, Berkhamsted 
Part of S.C.I. group 

Day and Night Service 
Phone or Fax  864548 or 864943 

Funeral Directors Private 
Private Car Park Chapels 
Memorials Supplied of Rest 

of Berkhamsted   Craigmyle, Shootersway Lane, Berkhamsted HP4 3NP

• House Hunting, Purchase or Rental •
• Residential Letting and Management •

• Regular Inspections • Empty Home Care •
• Home Leave Rental •

A Personalised and comprehensive service
specialising in the Herts/Bucks borders

Telephone 862816

THE ASSOCIATION OF
RELOCATION AGENTS

 

ELIZABETH 
TORY 

MSSCh   MBChA 

Qualified Surgical 
Chiropodist 

VISITING 
PRACTICE 

For appointments 
please ring 

82 3364 
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or even distant Norwich. 
Would there really be any 
sense in decisions affecting  
Berkhamsted being taken in 
such places? As far as I am 
concerned ‘no thanks’ to that 
sort of devolution. With all 
its faults I would rather be 
ruled from Westminster – for 
one thing it is so much 
nearer. 

Grapes – if not in plenty 
There have been two 
reactions to things I said in 
recent issues of the Review. I 
mentioned the ancient 
grapevine on the front of the 
Barbers Shop a little while 
ago and said that as far as I 
knew such grapes as it has 
borne have never ripened. Mrs Beryl 
Smiddy (aged 86) who now lives in 
Leighton Buzzard has written to say that 
her husband ran that shop for quite a few 
years. One year (probably 30 years ago) 
they had a small crop of grapes. These 
were passed on to a teacher who lived in 
Cedar Road and she made a small quantity 
of wine with them – enough to fill a small 
bottle for Christmas.     

Bridge-narrowing 
The second comeback regarded my 
recollection of events concerning the 
railway bridge by the station when the line 
was electrified in the 60s. Alan Collier 
rang to point out that what happened then 
was that the railway put in a planning 
application actually to reduce the width of 
the road where it is widest under the 
bridge. This was when the reconstruction 
of the part of the bridge under the slow 
lines was being planned. The council 
opposed the application and the railway 
lost.  

Rural Rubbish 
Turning from grapes to gripes, there have 
been a couple of moans in recent Reviews 
about litter in the Town, including one 

from me. What about the 
situation in our surrounding 
countryside?  

About 30 years ago some 
public spirited Berkhamsted 
people decided that litter on 
the Common and the 
Ashridge estate was an 
eyesore which something 
should be done about, so 
they set about organising 
volunteers to pick it up. 
They enrolled local people, 
each of them being given an 
area to keep clear of rubbish 
on a regular basis. They 
came to be called the 
Guardians of the 
Countryside. 

I took on a section that I 
often walked over anyway, 

and every week or two would go round 
and pick up a fair amount of litter, 
sometimes half a sackful. When I talked to 
one of the old estate workmen then he told 
me that in fact things had been much 
worse in the past. Before and just after the 
war trippers would leave all their rubbish 
behind as a matter of course. There were 
also paper chases in those days and 
nobody would think of bothering to clean 
up afterwards.  

Over the last 30 years there has been a 
remarkable change. Nowadays although I 
walk it much less often than in the past, on 
my patch there is usually hardly anything 
much to pick up, except sometimes by the 
roadside. This change is due I think to a 
number of factors. People who use the 
countryside now are generally more aware 
and considerate; the National Trust staff 
themselves are more conscientious and 
active in dealing with litter. 

In other words the problem is under 
control there, largely thanks to the 
initiative of those people back in the 60s. 
The early leaders were Mr EGA Bartlett 
and Mr Sydney Quin; and since then for 
over 20 years Tony and Liz Hutchinson 
have soldiered on  organising the 
Guardians. � 

Richard Torrington and Wife, from 
a brass in St Peter’s church.
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TO 
ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SPACE 

call 
David Woodward 

on 862723 

The Review has a 
wide local reader-
ship; advertise at a 

cost of just £5.50 for 
this space! 

 

HIRE OF 
HALLS 

To book a Parish 
Hall please contact 

Jean Green (878227) 
for St Peter’s 
Court House 

or 
Jenny Ginn (866476) for 

All Saints’ Halls 
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THE MOTHERS’ 
UNION 

Margaret Barnard pays tribute to 
the leadership of our parish branch 

of the M.U. by Jenny Wells. 

fter just over three years as our branch 
leader, Jenny Wells has relinquished 

her position. Branch leaders usually 
remain in post for three years so we are 
doubly grateful to Jenny. She has been 
enormously enthusiastic and tireless in her 
work for the branch and the M.U. in 
general, and she has always led us in a 
spiritual sense with great care. Our 
meetings always begin with prayer and 
give us a sense of ourselves as a spiritual 
community. Jenny has introduced a 
monthly letter to each member and a 
monthly contribution to the Review. She 
has also organised and led the M.U. prayer 
group. Prayer is the bedrock of the M.U. 
and this group will continue, of course. 
Jenny’s experience as a lay reader has 
been a great help to her and to us. This 
was well illustrated when she talked about 
and demonstrated the deanery M.U. prayer 
banner to both congregations. 

We are deeply indebted to Jenny and 
are very pleased that she will continue to 
be there for us. Our branch will now be 
run by the committee which I’m sure will 
maintain the very high standard of service 
which Jenny has set.  � 

A SILVER JUBILEE AT 
ALL SAINTS’ 

Keith Treves-Brown sets out the 
plans to celebrate 25 years of 

shared use of All Saints’ church. 

his year the two congregations at All 
Saints’ church will be celebrating 25 

years of shared use of their church.  The 
main events will be a concert of music and 
words in the church at 7:30pm on 
Saturday, 28th April, a communion service 
of thanksgiving at 10:00am on Sunday,  
6th May and a flower festival associated 
with harvest festival on 13th and 14th 
October.  The preacher at the service on 
6th May will be Rev. Peter Sulston who is 
co-ordinating secretary for inter-Church 
and other relationships at Methodist 
Church House. 

Quite apart from the major internal 
rebuilding which was done when the 
shared use began, a number of significant 
improvements have been made over the 25 
years.  Recently the metalled track to the 
doors has been widened to give better 
access for vehicles bringing disabled 
people, and a ‘Millennium Garden’ is 
being made on some derelict ground 
facing the road.  Members hope these 
changes will make the building more 
attractive to the neighbourhood.  As a 
further outreach they are already into the 
second year of their ‘Praying for Streets’ 
programme.  This involves dropping a 
card through the door of each house in a 
different street each week and then praying 
specifically for those neighbours on the 
following Sunday.  It is hoped that over 
the next 25 years many more people will 
come to see All Saints’ as their church. 

All will be very welcome to join in the 
celebrations. � 

A 
T
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Plumbing and 
Heating

CORGI  Registered
Gas I nstaller

Fr iendly ser vice - Free
estimates - No job too small

Contact Ralph or
Annette Normann on:

01442 384530
E-mail:

annette@kings-way.freeserve.co.uk

RODWELLS LTD
Established 1843

Specialists & Wholesalers

Speedy & Friendly Service Guaranteed
Free Delivery

We can provide for Private Parties & Functions

Telephone:  01442 877088

Wines, Spirits, Beers
Soft Drinks & Snacks

 

REGISTRAR 
of Births and Deaths 

Berkhamsted 
Outstation 

The Registrar will be at 
Berkhamsted Library 

on Tuesdays 
2:15pm - 3:15pm 

Phone 228600 
for appointment 

 

Julia E. Green
N.D. M.R.N. D.O.

Consulting Room:
1 Oak Farm Cottage
Hog Lane, Ashley Green
Chesham, Bucks HP5 3PS

Tel & Fax:  01442 870733
Mobile: 0468 987226

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
REGISTERED NATUROPATH

Osteopathic Registration regulated
by the G.Os.C. under the

Osteopaths Act 1993

20a Lower Kings Road
01442 865646

Opening
January 2001

Claire Rogers BDS MSc
Specialist in Children's Dentistry

John O'Grady BDS MSc
Specialist in Crown, Bridgework and Dentures

We've moved
to our own new General Dental Practice
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 planning appli-
cation by Berk-

hamsted Collegiate 
School has recently 
presented Dacorum 
Borough Council with 
a tricky issue to de-
cide.  The school has 
been criticised by a 
school inspector’s 
report for the poor 
state of its sports fa-
cilities and has sub-
mitted a planning ap-
plication for an indoor 
swimming pool, sports 
hall, squash courts and fitness centre on 
the green space owned by the school on 
King’s Road.   Unfortunately, this is 
almost the last remaining piece of green 
space in the urban area of the town − 
which already has less green area than 
recommended in planning guidelines. 

In fact the local strategic plan says that 
public open space within the urban area 
should be protected from building or other 
inappropriate development.  This policy 
recognises the social benefits of urban 
green spaces.  They provide an 
opportunity for a quiet stroll in fresh air 
and relieve the oppression of uninterrupted 
buildings. The government has recently 
acknowledged the importance of these 
areas in its White Paper Our towns and 
cities: the future which includes 
suggestions for improving the design and 
management of urban green spaces. 

The particular piece of green space on 
which the Collegiate School wishes to 
place the sports complex, although not a 
public space, is very important for the 
town.  The use of the proposed building 
would also lead to more cars and coaches 
and so more car parking  (tarmac where 
there is now grass perhaps), more noise, 
more congestion and more car fumes.  The 
quality of life for those people who live in 
King’s Road and Ashlyns Road, in 
particular, would be diminished. 

But the school has a 
problem. It needs to 
improve its sports fa-
cilities to maintain its 
position as a first rate 
school.  It is important 
to the town, being one 
of its defining features 
− any description of 
the town, however 
short, which would be 
recognised as Berk-
hamsted would have 
to mention the school.  
The gymnasium and 
swimming pools that it 

has at the moment are old and do not meet 
the present needs.  They are in protected 
buildings on the Castle campus and cannot 
be expanded and refurbished adequately. 

I wonder though if other solutions have 
not been considered.  There are other sites 
in the town − admittedly not on land that 
the Collegiate School owns − which could 
be used for this purpose.  Ashlyns School, 
for example, would like to sell off part of a 
plot of its land for development − to raise 
money for its own sports facilities as it 
happens. The plot lies between the school 
and Hill Top Road. This land is currently 
outside the urban boundary but it is being 
redesignated for development in the 
review of the strategic plan that is 
currently underway. The Collegiate School 
already has playing fields close by at the 
top of Chesham Road.  If the redesignation 
of this site is approved and it becomes 
development land in the district plan then 
Ashlyns School will be able to sell it.  The 
Collegiate School could buy it and put 
their sports complex there. In that way the 
development of this plot would help 
Ashlyns School raise money to relieve 
their own impoverished circumstances as 
well as enabling the Collegiate School to 
respond to the inspector’s criticisms. 

 
 
 � 

 

A 

 

The Collegiate School has 
a problem. Town councillor 
Ian Reay thinks he might 

have an answer. 
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Arboratum Medicus
Tree care for Berkhamsted

For further advice please contact

Tech Cert (Arbor A)
Patrick Faulconer

International Society of
Arboriculture Certified Arborist

01442 842 232
01442 871 516
01442 843 736

 day
 evening
 facsimile

MRS DOOLITTLE'S 
EXPERIENCED 
ANIMAL CARE
Whilst on holiday,
at work or during

illness at your home
All animals
Fully insured
References available
4½ years of vetinary 
nursing experience

Ring Beverley Cornthwaite 
on 257974

�
�
�
�

KUMON
MATHS SUCCESS YOUR CHILD CAN COUNT ON

“
”

YOUR CHILD CAN
ENJOY SUCCESS
WITH KUMON MATHS

Muriel Rennie
Kumon Berkhamsted
01442 863108

Designer Hats for the
Smartest Heads

For an appointment
telephone

(01582) 767100

OVER 300 HATS
to choose from

 

Panache Interiors
Complete Soft Furnishing and

Design consultancy

Extensive Range of Fabrics, Tracks and Poles

Home Visiting Service
including measuring and fitting

Thespians Orchard, Chequers Lane,
Pitstone

Phone/Fax
01296 660868

Mobile
07779 294505
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WHO IS MY 
NEIGHBOUR? 
We need to extend help to 

neighbours both close at hand and 
further afield, says Muriel Lander. 

 was walking through the town recently 
when I saw a woman, carrying a white 

stick, waiting to cross by the traffic lights. 
I thought I would ask if she would like my 
help, when the lights changed and she 
moved to the centre reservation. As I 
watched a man joined her, again waiting 
for the right time to cross. I hovered, 
feeling sure he, too, would ask if she 
would like his help. But no! He crossed 
over by himself. Fortunately she made the 
crossing successfully, but I was pretty 

shocked that he hadn’t even offered his 
help.  

The thought of ‘Who is my neighbour’ 
has been in my thoughts recently - 
particularly since the dreadful earthquake 
in India. There has been a wonderful 
response from so many - including our 
own church. And yet I have met people - 
good, kind people-who have expressed the 
opinion that whilst they would willingly 
give in our own country, it stopped there!  

I looked up the word ‘neighbour’ in my 
dictionary, and it said ‘Neighbour. Dweller 
next door, near, in same street or village or 
district’. Oh, steady on, wait a minute! It 
goes on to say ‘…or in an adjacent 
country’. 

Well, nowadays, no country is too 
remotely situated not to be helped. The 
definition given in my dictionary says 
quite a bit more, but what it boils down to 
is that anyone in need is my neighbour. 
And this should give us all room for 
thought.  

 
 � 
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d Can you see both sides
of an argument?

...and still not
take sides.

Mediation Dacorum, a charity which helps neighbours resolve disputes, is looking 
for volunteers to train as mediators. This voluntary work can be challenging but is 
always rewarding.  Mediators do not take sides or make judgements,  rather they 
help neighbours to explore the issues and work towards an agreement that 
everybody is comfortable with.

Volunteers are given full training in mediation theory and practice. A new training 
course starts in May 2001. We are looking for volunteers who enjoy working with 
people and can offer approximately 10 hours a month. All reasonable expenses will 
be paid.

Contact us on 01442 268044 for a Volunteer's Information Pack

 
 

I
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theysay
thethings

 

Ever wondered what kids today 
think of marriage? Read on for 

enlightenment! 
 
How do you decide who to marry? 
You got to find somebody who likes the 
same stuff. Like, if you like sports, she 
should like it that you like sports, and she 
should keep the chips and dip coming. 
Alan, age 10 
No person really decides before they grow 
up who they're going to marry. God 
decides it all way before, and you get to 
find out later who you're stuck with. 
Kirsten, age 10 

How can a stranger tell if two people are 
married? 
You might have to guess, based on 
whether they seem to be yelling at the 
same kids.   Derrick, age 8 
What do you think your mum and dad 
have in common? 
Both don’t want any more kids. 
Lori, age 8 

What do most people do on a date? 
Dates are for having fun, and people 
should use them to get to know each other. 
Even boys have something to say if you 
listen long enough.   Lynette, age 8 
On the first date, they just tell each other 
lies, and that usually gets them interested 
enough to go for a second date. 
Martin, age 10 

What would you do on a first date that 
was turning  sour? 
I’d run home and play dead. The next day 
I would call all the newspapers and make 
sure they wrote about me in all the dead 
columns.   Craig, age 9 

Is it better to be single or married? 
It’s better for girls to be single but not for 
boys. Boys need someone to clean up after 
them.     Anita, age 9  � 

Call Janet Few on 01442 862288 to arrange a visit and discuss your requirements

Meetings  Conferences  Private Parties
Receptions  Functions
z z

z

Choice of differing sized elegant rooms

Licensed  Bar   -   Excellent Catering

is available for
WEDDING RECEPTIONS !

DID YOU KNOW?

In the heart o f the tow n this listed  Victorian build ing
has been superb ly renovated  and  o ffers
a unique venue fo r that special occasion

Berkhamsted Town Hall

‘A little Dickens with a lot of today’
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In the third of his series of articles 
on the evolution of the 

Underground, Stephen Halliday 
looks at ‘parliamentary trains’. 

 
Parliamentary Trains 
To rid the city of the embarrassments 
presented by some of London’s worst slum 
tenements and sweatshops around 
Clerkenwell (see last month’s article), 
Charles Pearson proposed a plan based 
upon the use of ‘Parliamentary trains’.  
These had been created by Gladstone’s 
Act of 1844 which required railway 
companies to provide a daily service of 
covered passenger carriages, travelling at 
an average speed of at least twelve miles 
per hour, and charging not more than one 
penny per mile.  Pearson had calculated 
that fifty thousand slum dwellers could be 
re-housed in ten thousand ‘artisan 
cottages’ seven miles to the north of 
Farringdon, each with four hundred square 
yards of garden, and that Parliamentary 
trains would enable them to travel each 
day to their places of work in the City.  
The area thus freed of slums could then be 
re-developed for commercial purposes and 
this would more than compensate for the 
capital cost of the railway.  Everyone 
would benefit.  It was a visionary scheme 
which involved building six narrow gauge 
and two broad gauge tracks (for Great 
Western trains) beneath a one hundred foot 
wide road, which eventually became the 
site of the present Farringdon Road.  The 
eight tracks ran to a twenty-acre terminus 
station at Farringdon with facilities for 
passengers and freight, the latter to serve 
the projected new Smithfield meat market 
which was eventually completed in 1868.  
Pearson’s bold plan required a substantial 
initial investment in a radical but untried 
idea. 

The scheme was not without its 
opponents.  A fiery preacher called Dr 

Cumming told an open air meeting at 
Smithfield that the forthcoming end of the 
world would be hastened by the 
construction of underground railways 
burrowing into the internal regions and 
thereby disturbing the devil.  Despite these 
apocalyptic prophecies Pearson’s proposal 
attracted much admiration though none of 
the money he needed.  Nor did he have 
much luck.  The Great Northern Railway 
had taken powers to subscribe £170,000 to 
the ‘Arcade Railway’ which would enable 
it to run trains from Kings Cross to 
Farringdon.  Unfortunately one of its 
officers, Leopold Redpath, had 
misappropriated the money and used it for 
‘the furnishings of magnificent houses and 
the purchase of articles of vertu by one 
who was undergoing the penalties of the 
law for his conduct’.  Redpath was 
sentenced to transportation for life but that 
didn’t help Pearson. In 1859, in what can 
only be described as an early use of direct 
mailing techniques, Pearson mailed to 
fifteen thousand citizens a Twenty Minutes 
Letter to the Citizens of London in Favour 
of the Metropolitan Railway and City 
Station. Each pamphlet, besides the 
customary arguments in favour of 
Pearson’s scheme, contained a share 
application form and a Penny Black 
postage stamp to encourage a prompt 
response.  There is no record of the 
response to this enterprising piece of 
company promotion but neither this, nor 
his ‘models and maps of immense size’ 
resulted in the project being started. 
Pearson’s scheme had been overtaken by 
the events which will be described next 
month. 

 � 
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ST JOHN PASSION

ST PETER’S CHURCH

The Cowper Society presents

BERKHAMSTED

Johann Sebastian Bach

The Bach Choir of Madrid
Director: Ellen Erdmann

Chiltern Chamber Choir
and Orchestra

directed by 
ADRIAN DAVIS

SUNDAY, APRIL 8TH 2001
at 6 p.m.

Tickets: £10 Reserved, (£8 concession), £8 Unreserved (£6 concession)
available from The Bookstack (from March 12th) and from members of the Choir  
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ELP WISE is a 
small local char-

ity whose aim is to 
raise awareness of 
poverty, helplessness 
and hopelessness and 
to help people less 
fortunate than our-
selves. At present, we 
concentrate our efforts 
on a town called Boto-
sani, in the north of 
Romania near the 
Ukrainian border.  
Romania in its entirety 
is a poor country but the northern region of 
the country is its most neglected and 
underdeveloped part. The unemployment 
there is very high; fifty percent of the 
people are without jobs and those who are 
in employment are very badly paid.  A 
worker gets a £1; a doctor £50 per month. 
The winter is very cold and temperatures 
of -30ºC are not unusual and yet a lot of 
people go without heating because they 
cannot afford to pay the bills and they are 
cut off from heating (heating is centrally 
produced). 

My first visit to Romania was in 1998 
to help renovate an orphanage and a baby 
hospital.  The orphanage is for girls aged 
from 10 to 18. Once the girls reach their 
eighteenth birthday they have to leave.  
There is nothing for these girls out there 
and often they end up on the streets. 

The goal of HELP WISE is to help 
adults, for example parents. This is 
because by helping grown ups children are 
prevented from going into homes and 
institutions. Because there is so much 
poverty, parents who cannot feed their 
children often abandon them. In effect the 
children become orphans. In other cases 
children are put into care, thus 
perpetuating the cycle of institutionalised 
children.  This vicious circle must be 
halted and, with time, eliminated so these 
people can gain their self respect. 

While I was working at the orphanage, 
I met Nicou, the orphanage’s shoemaker 
who had just been made redundant.  Nicou 

has seventeen children 
and is very poor.  The 
whole family lived in 
a two bedroom house.  
The children slept 
three to four in each 
bed.  HELP WISE de-
cided to help the 
shoemaker and the 
following year after 
raising the money by 
working as cook at the 
Way Inn in Berkham-
sted I went back to 
Romania and helped 

with the renovation of two other rooms in 
the house. So now the family have double 
the living space. 

While working at the baby hospital we 
met Jan and Claudia, who came to visit 
their little girl.  The baby could not stay at 
home, because home was a shed 
measuring four by three metres in the 
middle of nowhere, without electricity, 
gas, running water or sanitation.  So, HELP 
WISE, in conjunction with STARR, a 
charity in St Albans, raised enough money 
- £2,500 – to buy this family a house in the 
nearby village. The house is in need of 
extensive renovation, but it is far better 
than the shed where they used to live, 
particularly in the winter time. The house 
itself has 1,800 square metres of land, 
which hopefully, with our financial 
support, Jan will be able to cultivate and 
grow enough food for his family.  We are 
hoping to help him to dig a well, both for 
drinking water and for his garden. 

HELP WISE is currently sponsoring a 
young woman through university.  Her 
name is Anca-Luminita.  Seven hundred 
and fifty pounds covers all her expenses 
such as tuition fees, accommodation, 
books, food, fares, plus pocket money.  
Her ambition is to become a teacher.  At 
HELP WISE, we believe that education is 
the only way forward out of abject 
poverty, in particular for a woman in 
Romania. 

Last week HELP WISE was asked to 
help three young children aged 8, 10 and 

H HELP WISE: 
HELPING IN 

ROMANIA 
Christos Izimis describes how 

one local charity is trying to 
help others in great need. 
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t doesn’t seem that 
long ago since the 

town council had an 
argument with Wool-
worth's over the de-
sign of the sign over 
the new store. If I re-
call correctly, the 
council won. Compare 
that with the situation 
today. 

The latest saga in-
volves the new ‘Castle Quay’ 
development. One of the things the town 
council wanted was for ‘permitted 
development rights’ to be extinguished 
and this was actually imposed on all the 
properties on the site. This means that any 
changes to dwellings, such as adding a 
porch or conservatory, need planning 
permission, although developments below 
a certain percentage of the original floor 
area wouldn’t require permission. 

Two planning applications came before 
the planning authority (guess who that is!) 
for conservatories. One of these was 
retrospective (whoops - we’ve already 
built it) and one was a normal application. 
In a million years, you would never guess 
the results of these applications, unless 
you have actually experienced the past 
actions of our planning authority. They 
allowed the one that is already built to 
remain and refused the new one. It really 
does defy all logic, though it makes sense 
given the planning legislation in this 
country. 

In the short time I was on the local 
councils, this happened time and time 
again. For example, one evening the town 
council was discussing a planning 
application for a new sign above one of the 
few multiple stores in the town. It was a 
nice summer’s evening, and the sound of 
men working across the road drifted 
through the open window. Being a curious 
bunch of councillors we all looked and 
saw the very sign we were discussing with 
a view to objecting, being erected. In the 
same period the ‘new’ image shop sign 
went up and the window in the old 

Goddens butchers 
premises disappeared, 
both without any 
official action being 
taken. 

Back in our 
conservation area, I 
keep spotting these 
external ‘sign lights’ 
appearing on the front 
of shops. Most haven’t 
applied for permission 

although they are in a conservation area. 
None, to my knowledge, has ever been 
removed or even contacted concerning 
breaches in planning law. 

� � � 

The residents of Berkhamsted could be 
paying an additional £250,000 or so to the 
borough council next year in council tax. 
This coupled with all the organisational 
savings made, should mean much better 
services provided and monies spent in and 
on the town. Look out for the numerous 
potholes to be filled in properly so they 
don’t appear again in a matter of months, 
for the street lighting to be repaired within 
the required couple of weeks, for the 
drainage gullies cleaned out at least once a 
year, not to mention the rubbish to be 
removed from amenity areas prior to grass 
cutting and for the mowings to be removed 
from the paths afterwards. On the other 
hand, don’t hold your breath. 

� � � 

Our mayor has received some stick over 
her appearance(s) on television recently, 
but I don’t remember the critics doing 
quite as much as she does in her own way. 
We are promised another bite in the 
coming months, so we should reserve 
judgement in case she breaks a habit of a 
lifetime and forgets the canal. 

� � � 

Perhaps ‘Time Team’ could be invited to 
excavate the castle grounds which would 
then enable English Heritage to allow tent 
pegs to be employed and thus the grounds 
to be used once again for the two main 
town fetes. 

I CUTTING 
COMMENTS 

In a series of occasional 
articles, Norman Cutting 
runs his critical eye over 

recent council events. 



  19 

� � � 

The closing of the Rex ‘car parks’ has 
displaced the ‘all day’ parkers to the 
nearby residential roads adding to the 
already difficult conditions. During the last 
closure, we were promised by the borough 
council that the situation would be 
reviewed when the site finally sorted out. 
It’s now been over two months since the 
closure and over six months since it was 
clear that closure was inevitable. I am still 
waiting for the review to happen. Perhaps 
this time, the idea of a park ‘n’ ride will be 
taken seriously. 

� � � 

By the time you read this, I trust we will 
all know the date of the general election. 
This will most probably be on 3rd May, 
the same day as the county council 
elections. You will all be pleased to hear 
that I do not intend standing for election as 
your local Member of Parliament and that 
therefore you will be able to vote without 
upsetting me. The law has been changed 
so that if you cannot get to the polling 
station on the appointed day for any 
reason, then you can vote by post. I’m sure 
forms will be available somewhere in the 
civic centre, so you have no excuse. � 

 
The Rex: creating parking problems in the town? 
 

HELP WISE: 
Helping in Romania 
(con’t from p17) 
12 who were made orphans when their 29 
year old mother died in hospital apparently 
from a flu virus. HELP WISE is looking 
into how these children can be helped. I 
will be going to Romania in April, and I 
think this will be a project to be taken on, 
provided we have enough financial 
support. 

In order to continue with our work in 
Romania we need your financial support. 
For more information please contact 
Christos Izimis on 269263 or at HELP 
WISE (registered charity 1083979) at 
45 Poynders Hill, Leverstock Green, 
Hemel Hempstead HP2 4PJ. 

BAILEY & SONS 
Jewellers Est 1872 

9 Lower Kings Road 
01442 863091 

Unbeatable selection, service, 
quality & value 

Watches from the finest Watch 
Houses, Beautiful Cultured Pearls, 
Diamond and Gem Ring Specialists 
Jewellery of every description and 

much, much more!! 
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Marlin
Montessori School

Est 33 Years

1 Park View Road
Berkhamsted,

Herts, HP4 3EY

Sessional and Daycare.
Summer Camp.

Age: 3 months to 5 years

Tele: 01923 663875

subscribe!
go on...

A whole year of the , 
delivered to your door, for the price of just 

ten issues - that's only £2.50 to keep you up 
to date with local news in our churches and 

the community every month. Subscribe 
today and you won't miss a single issue!

Berkhamsted Review

Just contact
Daphne Montague on 875320.

£2.50
for a

whole year!

Feeling frazzled, in a panic?
We can feed you - all organic
Ooh's!' and aah's!' of pleased surprise
As Apples roll before your eyes;
Spuds and onions, pasta, rice -
Fragrant, fulsome - really nice!
Meat and poultry like a dream,
milk and butter - even cream.
So if you really hate the shops -
Call on - we're Fieldfare the tops!

‘ ‘

01442 877363
‘Food you can trust -

delivered to your door'

 

Frank E Sennitt

Ornamental Ironwork
Security Grills

Workshop is at:
Binghams Park Farm

Potten End Hill, Water End
Hemel Hempstead
Herts  HP1 3BN

Tel / fax 01442 262040
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ASHLYNS 
SCHOOL 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
Were you at Ashlyns Schools in the 

1950s? Then Margaret Hughes 
has an invitation for you! 

his year sees the 50th Anniversary of 
the changeover from Thomas Coram 

School to the Hertfordshire County 
Council owned Ashlyns School. 

The head teacher of Ashlyns, Mr  
Richard Dalziel has kindly agreed to host a 
re-union of former pupils who were either 
boarders or day pupils at the school during 
the period of change.  The first ‘town’ 
children attended the school in 1951 and 
the last of the boarders moved into other 
accommodation in 1954. 

The reunion will take place on 
Saturday, 12th May. Ashlyns School will 
be open to invited former pupils and their 
guests from 9:30am to 4:30pm.  
Admission will be by ticket only 
purchased in advance.   

There will be a tour of the school either 
in the morning or afternoon and lunch. 

Those people interested in receiving 
further information should contact  
Margaret Hughes (01372 458668) or John 
Caldicott (01865 358075), or by mail to 
Mrs M E A Hughes, 107 Woodlands 
Road, Little Bookham, Surrey. KT23 
4HN. � 

name

th
e

 

A light-hearted quiz to get your 
grey matter going and maybe 

your eyebrows raising! 

Here are twelve categories of people 
each of which has a patron saint. From 
the list given below which sets out the 
names, dates and feast days of twelve 
saintly candidates, can you name the 
correct one for each category? The 
answers are on page 26. Good luck! 

Who was the patron saint of: 
(a) Funeral directors 
(b) Poisoning 
(c) Oxford University 
(d) Learning 
(e) Missionaries 
(f) France 
(g) Prisoners 
(h) Skin diseases 
(i) Mothers 
(j) Sacred music 
(k) Mental illness sufferers 
(l) Lepers and cripples 

The candidates are: 
St Monica (331-387) 27th August 
St Cecilia (d. 230) 22nd November 
St Ambrose (340-397) 7th December 
St Joseph of Arimathea 

(1st century) 17th March 
St Dismas (1st century) 25th March 
St Benedict (480-547) 21st March 
St Marculf (d. 558) 1st May 
St Boniface (680-755) 5th June 
St Dymphna (d. 650) 15th May 
St Giles (d. 712) 1st September 
St Denis (3rd century) 9th October 
St Frideswide (680-727) 12th February 

T 
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BRIGHT, 
PLEASANT 
CHURCH 

HALL 
FOR HIRE 
(competitive rates) 

St Andrews Church 
Chapel Street 
Berkhamsted 

Please ring 
866355 

 

HARDBACK BOOKS WANTED
OLD OR NEW

LARGE OR SMALL AMOUNTS
HOUSE CLEARANCE

PROMPT PAYMENT

D J PROCTOR

01442 862036

DISCRETION ASSURED

 

G ade V al l ey
P et S uppl ies

Fresh hay & straw
Food for all types of animal
In bulk or small quantities

Bedding and accessories
Good parking facilities

Unit 9B
Binghams Park Farm

Potten End Hill
For all your animals' needs

 

Cour t House
Coffee Bar
Every Saturday

9:30am - 12noon
(except 1st Sat in month)

Out shopping? Need
a break? Come here

for inexpensive
refreshments in a

pleasant atmosphere
 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Conservatories.

Good local reputation, 
free quotations.

(01296) 624661
0411 811070

�

Matthew J Wait
T IL ING

SP E CIA L IST 154 High Street
Berkhamsted

Herts  HP4 3AT
Estate Agents

Tel: (01442) 862533
Fax: (01442) 384601

Surveyors
Tel: (01442) 864713
Fax: (01442) 862405

www.aitchisons.co.uk  

YOU CAN
ADVERTISE HERE!

The  has a wide and diverse 
local readership. If you offer a local 

service, then why not reach people who 
tomorrow could be your customers?

Review

Details of our low advertising rates and the 
options we can offer you are available from 

David Woodward on 826723.  

P atchwork and
Q uil ting

B erkhamsted Q uil ters
present their sixth exhibition of

To be held at
Deans' Hall (upstairs)
Berkhamsted Collegiate
School, Castle Street

Sat & Sun 21st & 22nd April
10:00am - 4:00pm

Adult admission £1.50  
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Easter!  A time of 
joy, a season of 
rejoicing, days of 
gladness!  All the 
pain and suffering 
of Lent, Passion-
tide and Holy 
Week are past and 
we exult in the 

glorious resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! 

We sing the resurrection hymns, we eat 
our chocolate eggs, we admire our Easter 
flowers - and then what do we do?  OK, so 
there are a few post-resurrection stories to 
relive, but it’s nearly summer, it’s time to 
get out and about, why should we bother 
ourselves with any more theology? 

No.  We have to apply Easter to our 
lives, both personal and corporate.  The 
powerful resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead has to have a massive impact on 
our lives and the life of the church, not 
to mention the life of the nation, or it 
remains at best an inspirational story, at 
worst another of the world’s vernal 
rebirth myths.  The principle of 
resurrection, of that which was dead 
being reborn in power and glory, is a 
principle which can and must 
characterise the whole of life. 

Firstly, this is not a hoped-for 
resurrection, it is a reality.  If we look 
for resurrection for the poor and the 
marginalised, a political and economic 
resurrection, then we cannot simply 
hope for it; we must make it a reality of 
God’s kingdom here on earth. 

Secondly, this is not a resurrection 
which does not touch us, which is 

outside us; it is very much part of us.  The 
radical agenda of God’s kingdom in taking 
the option for the poor and the 
marginalised is one which involves us, 
from the simple expedient of ethical 
investment and purchasing fairly traded 
goods, to the greater resurrection made 
possible through international debt relief 
and the restoration of full human rights to 
the oppressed. 

Thirdly, this resurrection is a source of 
life-filling joy.  The return of joy to the 
political landscape as freedom is regained, 
dignity restored, violence curbed and 
poverty reduced is a duty for all God’s 
joyful people - for we are an Easter 
people, and ‘Alleluia’ is our song! � 

 

 review northchurch 
 

Revd Peter Hart 
urges us not to sit 

back after the 
privations of Lent 
and Holy Week. 
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BERKHAMSTED QUILTERS EXHIBITION 

Berkhamsted Quilters are holding their sixth 
exhibition the weekend after Easter, Saturday 
21st and Sunday 22nd April, in Deans’ Hall, 
Berkhamsted Collegiate School. 

Thirty members have jointly made a quilt 
entitled No Place Like Home which is being 
raffled in aid of the Iain Rennie Hospice at 
Home. Designed and co-ordinated by Sylvia 
Morgan, one of the group members, the 
stunning 92 by 63 inch quilt is made up of 
blocks representing houses and trees 
surrounded by a vine, and with the sky 
changing from dawn to dusk throughout the 
work.  It has been exquisitely hand-appliqued 
and hand-quilted by the quilters and took seven 
months to make.  Tickets are £1.00 each and 
the raffle will be drawn at the exhibition on 
Sunday 22nd April. 

The quilters will also be showing their own 
quilts, wall-hangings and other patchwork 
projects including miniature round robins, and 
another group project, the Sizzle Quilt.  There 
will be practical demonstrations throughout the 
weekend and children’s workshops.  Try your 
luck at the silent auction for a Liberty 
reversible quilt-as-u-go, and the bag raffle for 
which each member has made a bag.  Quilters 
make good cakes, tea and coffee, so come and 
refresh yourselves while you enjoy the 
patchwork and quilting, and help Berkhamsted 
Quilters support the Iain Rennie Hospice at 
Home. 

We know there’s a wealth of 
artistic talent amongst our 
readership. Don’t be shy – 
we’re always on the lookout for 
good photographs for the cover 
of the Review each month. 
Let’s see what you can do – 
don’t just leave it to our regular 
contributors! We’ll handle all material 
with care and return it to you. 

 review notes&notices 

Dear Editor...
Have you got a point you'd like to make? Or a 
comment on something you've seen in the 
magazine? Then pick up a pen and write to us!
This is your magazine - we want to hear your comments, arguments and criticism. 
Don't leave it to someone else - our address is inside the front cover. And don't forget 
you can also email your letter to us, at . review@c-of-e.freeserve.co.uk
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR A NEW 
HOME-VISITING VENTURE 

The Hospice of St Francis in Berkhamsted is 
intending to start a new voluntary home visiting 
/ sitting service for their patients and carers.  
This would complement the work of the 
Hospice’s home care nurses who offer support, 
information, and advice to patients at home. 

The new volunteer visitors do not need 
medical or nursing experience, but should be 
sensitive and have a good listening ear.  Their 
main role is to sit with a patient and relieve 
their regular carer, usually their husband or 
wife, for an hour or two.  They may perform 
light tasks like making a cup of tea, or a 
sandwich, but personal care is not required.  
Each volunteer would normally sit during the 
daytime on a weekly or fortnightly basis.  
Training for this valuable role will be given and 
support from the co-ordinator or the nurses will 
be available.  Any travelling expenses to and 
from patients’ homes will be paid. A session 
would normally be no more than about two 
hours and sitting would generally be weekly or 
fortnightly during the daytime. 

If you are interested in volunteering or 
finding out more about this new scheme, or any 
of the hospice’s other volunteer roles, please 
contact Liz Daniel, voluntary services co-
ordinator at the hospice on 862960 (during 
working hours on Mondays, Wednesdays or 
Fridays please). 

TRAIN FOR WORK ENTERPRISES. 

Train for Work Enterprises is a local charity 
which has been set up by people with learning 
difficulties and voluntary organisations. Its 
purpose is to provide training and recognised 
qualifications in a range of marketable skills for 
people with learning difficulties who want to 
work, and it works closely with Dacorum 
College and potential employers. 

With monies raised locally and a grant from 
the Hertfordshire Community Trust, workshops 
for silk painting, decorating pots and fabric 
printing have been set up. The purpose of the 
workshops is to honour the commitment of the 
people who desperately want to work and be 

part of ‘ordinary’ life, and to reassure them that 
this will not be yet another broken dream.  

Please give them your encouragement and 
support. You can do this by coming to see - and 
buy - their attractive wares on Saturday 7th 
April in the Clock Room of the Town Hall. The 
artists and their friends will be there from 
9:00am to 12:30pm Thank you very much. 

FAIRTRADE 

Thank you for your support because with your 
help sales of fairly traded products in Britain 
have soared to £30 million a year.  The 
dramatic rise - 50 percent in just 12 months - is 
proof that the Fairtrade Foundation’s campaign 
has struck a resounding chord with UK 
consumers.  To date, more than half a million 
people in poor countries have reaped the 
benefits of a scheme which offers fairer wages 
and a guaranteed price for their produce.  But 
hundreds of thousands more are still caught in 
the poverty trap and are desperate to sell their 
goods on Fairtrade terms.  Farmers are being 
driven out of production and having their 
properties sold because they cannot repay their 
loans,.  Fairtrade can help in a practical way, by 
eliminating the ‘middle man’ and offering a fair 
deal to small farmers and co-operatives and 
family businesses. 

Did you support Fairtrade Fortnight, from 
5th to 18th March?  Consumers in the West can 
make a difference each time they shop.  Every 
Fairtrade item bought in your supermarket is a 
vote for a trading system which ensures that the 
farmer or worker really does get a better deal.  
Our local Waitrose stocks Fairtrade bananas, 
tea, ground and instant coffee, cocoa, six lines 
of delicious chocolate (should I be telling you 
this in the middle of Lent?) and very moreish 
Geobars. 

As well as a much wider range of foods, the 
Traidcraft stalls in St Peter’s and All Saints’ 
churches on the first Sunday of each month 
stock stationery and small gift items such as 
jewellery.  Catalogues are available and orders 
are welcomed.  Our congregations have been 
immensely generous in responding to natural 
disasters in third world countries. Will you now 
continue your support in this most practical 
way? Thank you. 
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TUESDAY CLUB 

All 25 members present enjoyed sherry and 
cake before the annual general meeting in 
March, then reports were given by secretary 
Joan Gregory, treasurer Cherry Smith and the 
retiring chairman, Angela Morris. The new 
committee was introduced and ideas from the 
floor were asked for so that we can start to plan 
our 2001/2002 programme. (If you have any 
ideas for speakers, please contact either Joan or 
our new chairman, Jean Bray). 

The April meeting is when we hear what A 
Wonderful World we live in by Mr David 
Simmons, and in May we will be giving the 
Court House a spring clean, so don’t forget 
your dusters and mops, ladies! 

MEDIATION DACORUM 

Mediation Dacorum is a 
charitable organisation that 
exists to help people 
resolve conflict in a 
positive way.  Since 

Mediation Dacorum was established three years 
ago we have become a victim of our own 
success and now need more volunteer 
mediators to help us in our work. 

Volunteers are given full training and all 
reasonable expenses are paid including 
childcare.  In return we ask that volunteers give 
approximately 10 hours a month and work as 
volunteer mediators for at least a year 
following the training course.  Volunteers 
should have good listening skills, the ability to 
work impartially and without prejudice. 

Mediation Dacorum are hoping to run a 
training course in May. You may contact Paul 
Bridges, their co-ordinator, at Dacre House, 19 
Hillfield Road, Hemel Hempstead HP2 4AA or 
on 268044 by phone or fax. See also the panel 
on page 13 of this issue. 

ANSWERS TO NAME THE SAINT QUIZ 

The patron saints in the quiz on page 21 match 
the categories as follows: 
(a) 4; (b) 6; (c) 12; (d) 3; (e) 8; (f) 11; (g) 5; 
(h) 7; (i) 1; (j) 2; (k) 9; (l) 10. 

OXFAM  

 
Oxfam recently appealed in the Review for old 
stamps. Their local shop is now also appealing 
for foreign coins, badges, used telephone cards, 
postcards, cigarette cards - in fact, for anything 
collectable. At the Oxfam depot in Bicester a 
whole section of the warehouse is devoted to 
sorting and packaging these items ready for 
sale. Two staff members, supported by 
volunteers, sift through mountains of used 
stamps. These are packaged and sold in Oxfam 
shops under the Kilowove label to be purchased 
by collectors and dealers. Eagle eyes and long 
practice at Bicester often spot a valuable 
stamps among the thousand more 
commonplace ones. These are sold through 
auction houses to obtain the best prices. 
Inevitably many of value will still be missed 
and, like the recently found stamp with a 
catalogue value of £1,400 offer the lucky dip 
prospect of a handsome return on a small 
investment.  

When you buy at or give to Oxfam shops 
you can be sure that the relief of suffering and 
social development for under-privileged people 
will reward your generosity.  

CHILTERN OPEN AIR MUSEUM  

Berkhamsted Citizens 
Association invite you to 
an illustrated talk in the 
Great Hall, Berkhamsted 
Town Hall at 8:00pm on 
Wednesday, 25th April on 
the Chiltern Open Air 

Museum and its latest projects. The speaker is 
the director of the museum, James Moir. Do 
come and hear about this impressive local 
enterprise.  
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BERKHAMSTED CASTLE W.I. 

On a cold winter afternoon it 
was a joy to meet up with 
friends to enjoy our March 
meeting. Our president, Liz 
Baxendale, welcomed members 
and was pleased to see a new 
lady member in the audience. 

Birthday gifts were handed out and the business 
matters attended to with the assistance of 
secretary, Janet Mitchell.  

Our speaker this month was Leslie Mitchell 
from the Berkhamsted History Society who 
with slides spoke to us on Berkhamsted High 
Street over the past 70 years. Starting with a 
slide showing the old house once standing on 
the site of Hall Park estate we progressed along 
the High Street with slides showing the old 
houses which alas have been demolished to 
make way for new buildings. There are still 
some of these houses left standing, mainly used 
for offices -namely the Red House, Dower 
House and Dean Incent House. We moved on 
to the centre of the town with a slide of Sydney 
House on the corner of Kings Road and further 
pictures of Boxwell House and Monks House. 
The two workhouses, Nugent House, which 
stood on Kitsbury Parade, and another house at 
Northchurch, were both replaced by modern 
shops and buildings before World War Two. 
Many shops served the residents of 
Berkhamsted in past days. We were spoilt for 
choice and there was not a supermarket in 
sight! An expression of thanks was given by 
Joy Lovell.  

Next month we celebrate our 12th birthday 
on 6th April at the Court House at 2:00pm. 
New members will be made most welcome. 

NORTHCHURCH W.I. 

After what had arguably been one of the worst 
days this year, those members of Northchurch 
W.I. who braved the elements were treated to 
an hour’s escape to a tropical country, courtesy 
of Mr Vic Scott and his slides of Costa Rica. 
This is a small country to be found in the 
narrow isthmus between North and South 
America where both the Atlantic and the 
Pacific oceans can be seen simultaneously from 
the mountainous interior.  The views of rain 
forests, exotic birds and flowers, to say nothing 
of brilliant sunshine and blue skies, all helped 
to lift everyone’s spirits and the day of 
continual rain and grey skies was soon 
forgotten. 

During the first part of the meeting details 
of several proposed outings were discussed. 
Mrs F Deacon read the correspondence and 
Mrs Jenny Underwood pointed out the most 
pertinent articles in the County News. 

Several members were successful in the 
raffle and the trading stall did a brisk trade. 

Visitors are always welcome at the monthly 
meetings which are held in the Social Centre, 
Bell Lane, on the second Monday each month 
starting at 7:45pm. The April meeting will be 
held on the 9th when the speaker will be Mrs 
M Nash who will demonstrate the art of 
painting on silk. 

TOWN FORUM  

The next Berkhamsted Town Centre Advisory 
Forum takes place at 7:30pm on Wednesday, 
18th April in the Clock Room of Berkhamsted 
Town Hall. This is your unique chance to ask 
your local councillors and the leading 
permanent officials about what is going on in 
our town, what new projects are proposed and 
how the new organisation of the council will 
take shape. There will be up-to-the-minute 
reports and a chance for interactive dialogue. 
Do come and support this important initiative.
 � 
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Organising an event? 
Then let our readers know what’s going on! 
The Review is your magazine – use it to tell 
people of forthcoming events, and don’t forget 
to tell us how your event went afterwards. 
Send full details to David Woodward, 
3 Murray Road, Berkhamsted HP4 1JD 
(862723) (copy dates inside front cover) 
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Holy Week Services 

at St Peter’s and All Saints’ 
Monday - 9 7:30am Morning Prayer St Peter’s 
Wednesday  5:00pm Evening Prayer St Peter’s 
  8:00pm United Devotion (Anglican led) All Saints’ 
  8:30pm Compline with Devotion St Peter’s 

 10 7:30am Morning Prayer St Peter’s 
  9:30am Holy Communion All Saints’ 
  5:00pm Evening Prayer St Peter’s 
  8:00pm United Devotion (Methodist led) All Saints’ 
  8:30pm Compline with Devotion St Peter’s 

 11 6:45am Eucharist St Peter’s 
  7:30am Morning Prayer St Peter’s 
  5:00pm Evening Prayer St Peter’s 
  8:00pm United Devotion (Anglican led) All Saints’ 
  8:30pm Compline with Devotion St Peter’s 

Maundy 12 7:30am Morning Prayer St Peter’s 
Thursday  11:00am Eucharist St Peter’s 
  8:00pm Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper and St Peter’s 
   Vigil of Prayer. 
   Preacher: Revd Richard Wheeler 
  8:00pm United Eucharist & Vigil of Prayer All Saints’ 
   Preacher: Revd Martin Turner 

Good 13 9:00am Morning Prayer St Peter’s 
Friday  10:00am Good Friday Procession from the Market Place 
  12noon Three Hour Devotion St Peter’s 
   Preacher: Revd Richard Wheeler 
   (Diocesan Social Responsibility Officer) 
  4:00pm All age service All Saints’ 
  5:00pm Evening Prayer St Peter’s 

Easter 14 7:30am Morning Prayer St Peter’s 
Eve  5:00pm Evening Prayer St Peter’s 
  9:00pm The Easter Vigil St Peter’s 

EASTER 15 7:00am Ecumenical Service in the grounds of 
DAY   Berkhamsted Castle (to be confirmed) 
  8:00am Eucharist St Peter’s 
  8:00am Eucharist All Saints’ 
  9:15am Family Eucharist All Saints’ 
  9:30am Sung Eucharist St Peter’s 
  11:30am Book of Common Prayer Eucharist St Peter’s 
  6:00pm Choral Evensong St Peter’s 
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St Peter’s: 8:00am Eucharist 
 9:30am Sung Eucharist, crèche, Sunday School & Pathfinders 

followed by coffee in the Court House 
 6:00pm Evensong [except lst Sunday] 
All Saints’ 8:00am Eucharist [except lst Sunday] 
 9:15am Sung Eucharist, crèche, Sunday School & Pathfinders 

followed by coffee in the hall (This service will be replaced by 
a family Eucharist or, All Saints’ being shared with the 
Methodists, a 10:00am United Service as announced) 

 6:30pm Evensong [lst Sunday only] Other Sundays Methodist service 

SUNDAY 

7:30-9:30pm Youth Fellowship (contact Carole Dell 864706) 
MONDAY St Peter’s 7:30am Morning Prayer (MP) 5:00pm Evening Prayer (EP) 
TUESDAY St Peter’s 7:30am MP     
 All Saints’ 9:30am Eucharist     
WEDNESDAY St Peter’s 6:45am Eucharist 7:30am MP 5:00pm EP 
THURSDAY St Peter’s 7:30am MP 11:00am Eucharist 5:00pm EP 
FRIDAY St Peter’s 7:30am MP 9:15am Eucharist   
SATURDAY St Peter’s 7:30am MP   5:00pm EP 

1st Sunday SUNDAYS TOGETHER LUNCH: 12:30pm in the Court House 
For anyone on their own on a Sunday.  Contact: Joan Morris 863780 

Mondays GRIEF & LOSS VISTORS GROUP  8:00-9:00pm in the Court House as announced. 
Mondays 
(except 1st)

HOME GROUP: 8:00pm at 9 Hall Park. Contact Victoria Macdonald on 384953. 

lst Tuesday TUESDAY CLUB 8:15pm in the Court House A lively women’s group with guest speaker 
Contact chairman Angela Morris 866992 or secretary Joan Gregory 864829. 

Tuesdays CHUCKLES PARENT & TODDLER GROUP:: 10:00-11:30am All Saints’ Church Hall. 
Song Time or Short service as announced. Special activity weekly. Gillian Malcolm 874993 
or Jenny Wells 870981. 

Tuesday MOTHERS’ UNION PRAYER GROUP: 2:15pm third Tuesday at 61 Kitsbury Road. 
Non-members always welcome.  Contact: Margaret Barnard 862794 

Tuesday TUESDAY STUDY GROUP:  Tuesdays 1:15-3:00pm for informal Bible study. Young 
children welcome. Contact: Kate Semmens 866531 
HILLSIDE GROUP:  8.00pm [alternate weeks] at 32 Hillside Gardens for Bible study. 
Contacts:  Rob & Julie Wakely 875504 

2nd Tues MOTHERS’ UNION: meets in members’ houses at 8:00pm.  Non-members always 
welcome. Contact: Margaret Barnard 862794 

Wednes-
days 

MEDITATION GROUP: meets about twice a month as arranged at Jenny’s 57 Meadow 
Road and at Ruth’s 1 Montague Road. Everyone is very welcome to join us for about half an 
hour of quiet prayer. Contact: Jenny Wells 870981 or Ruth Treves Brown 863268 

Wednesday PATHFINDERS GAMES CLUB 7:00-8:30pm in All Saints’ Hall. Carole Dell 864706 
2nd Wed MEN’S DINNER & DISCUSSION:  8:00pm at Peaches Bistro.  

For information and booking: Rodney Cottrell 384963 or Steve Spall 873470 
4th Wed WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP: meets 2:30-4:00pm in the Court House.  The meetings are 

usually addressed by a guest speaker and the group attracts senior members for whom lifts 
can be arranged.  New members and visitors always welcome. Contact: Vera Pullen 862196 

Thursday BELLRINGING: 8:00pm at St Peter’s. Priscilla Watt (Captain of the Tower) 863804 
Friday LITTLE FISHES PARENT & TODDLER GROUP: 9:30-11:30am in the Court House.  

Weekly meetings with a short service on 1st Fridays in St P (10:00am). Nicole Addy 828541 
Friday ST PETER’S CHOIR: Children 7:00-8:30pm (& Tuesday 5:15-6:30pm), Adults 7:30-

8:30pm. Contact: Adrian Davis 864722 or Jean Wild 866859 
3rd Sat ABC PRAYER BREAKFAST: 8:00am for breakfast & prayers. Various local churches. 
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Sunday YOUNG PEOPLE’S FELLOWSHIP 7:30-9:30pm in the Court House. 
Contact Carolyn Gunn 875865 
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There is Eucharist every Tuesday (9:30am) at All Saint’s and every Wednesday (6:45am), Thursday 
(11:00am) and Friday (9:15am) at St Peter’s. At St Peter’s there is 7:30am Morning Prayer every 
weekday and 5:00pm Evening Prayer on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday (please note the 
changed time); there is 7:30am Morning Prayer and 5:00pm Evening Prayer on Saturdays. A priest 
is available for confessions by appointment (phone 864194). 

APRIL 
1 9:15/30 AREA ELECTIONS after each service St Peter’s, All Saints’ 
2 8:00pm Eucharist with prayers for healing St Peter’s 
3 10:00am Chuckles Service The story of Easter All Saints’ 
 8:00pm Parochial Church Council All Saints’ Hall 
4 8:00pm Compline & Address led by Dr Michael Elves St Peter’s 
6 10:00am Little Fishes Toddler Service St Peter’s 
8 9:00am Palm Sunday Blessing of Palms at St Peter’s and 
  Procession to All Saints’ for Sung Eucharist 
8 6:00pm JS Bach St John Passion (Chiltern Chamber Choir) St Peter’s 

SEE PAGE 28 FOR FULL DETAILS OF THE SERVICES 
FROM MAUNDY THURSDAY TO EASTER DAY. 

21 8:00am ABC Prayer Breakfast 
 7:30pm London Mozart Ensemble Concert St Peter’s 
28 7:30pm Celebration Concert All Saints’ 
29 9:30am Confirmation Service St Peter’s 
 6:00pm The Eastertide Service of Thanksgiving and St Peter’s 
  Commemoration for departed family and friends 
  Preacher: The Revd Margaret Saunders 

MAY 
1 6:15am Madrigals from St Peter’s Tower followed by breakfast 
  in the Court House 
3 8:00pm All Saints Area Committee meeting 
4 10:00am Little Fishes Toddler Service St Peter’s 
6 10:00am Joint Communion Service of Thanksgiving All Saints’ 
9 8:00pm St Peter’s Area Committee meeting Court House 
13 10:30am Children’s Society Berkhamsted Walk sets out 
  from the Court House 

Funerals 
22 February Heather Hockings St Peter’s church (Chilterns Crematorium) 
23 February Peter Reginald Balchin Chilterns Crematorium 
26 February Rose Johnson All Saints’ church (Kingshill) 

 review diary&registers 
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ASSOCIATION OF BERKHAMSTED CHURCHES 
Telephone numbers to ring for times of services, etc. (italics indicate changes) 

1. Northchurch Baptist Rev Peter Swaffield Berk. 877001 
  Mrs H Blundell Berk. 875021 
2. St Mary's Northchurch Rev Peter Hart Berk. 865312 
  Mrs D Knapp HH 257897 
3. All Saints' Anglican Rev Robin Figg Berk. 866161 
  Mr John Malcolm Berk. 874993 
4. Methodist All Saints' Rev Martin Turner Berk.866324 
  Mrs Ida Rance Berk. 865829 
5. Sacred Heart (RC) Fr Peter Grant Berk. 863845 
  Mr Frank Furlong Berk. 862768 
6. Society of Friends (Quakers) Mr Robert Ward Berk. 864404 
7. Kings Road Evangelical Pastor Billy Milton Berk. 864393 
  Dr Richard Walker Berk.875614 
8. St Andrew’s (URC)  Rev Jane Wade H.H. 212597 
  Mrs Margaret Chrichton Berk. 875401 
9. St Peter's Rev M Bonney Berk. 864194 
  Mrs Jean Green Berk. 878227 
10. Berkhamsted Baptist Rev James Neve Berk. 872190 
  Mrs Pat Ginger Berk. 865817 
11. St Michael & All Angels Rev David Abbott Berk. 865100 
 Sunnyside Mrs Pam Davis Berk. 863609 
12. St John the Evangelist Rev David Abbott  Berk. 865100 
 Bourne End Rev Dick Clarkson Berk. 873014 
13. Salvation Army Envoy Keith White Berk. 876024 

 

K. D. WRIGHT 
INTERIOR and EXTERIOR  

PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

CRAFTSMAN QUALITY 
for the usual and unusual 

ADVICE and FREE ESTIMATE 

24 Shrublands Avenue 
Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3JH 

Tel. 871846 (after 6pm) 

 

DAVID GIDDINGS 

LANDSCAPES 

Qualified Plantsman 
Garden Construction 

Planting 
Aftercare 

Berkhamsted 

Tel: 871018 
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Young people Churches PCC 2000/2001 Contacts 

INDEPENDENT
CO-EDUCATIONAL
DAY SCHOOL 2½-18

  
Enquiries:

Berkhamsted (01442) 877060

Headteacher   Mrs N Boddam-Whetham
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The Revd Mark Bonney, The Rectory, Rectory Lane.  Tel: 864194 (day off Friday pm / Sat am) 
The Revd Robin Figg, All Saints’ House, Shrublands Road.  Tel: 866161 (day off Monday) 
The Revd Canon Basil Jones (Hon.Asst.Priest), 17 Lochnell Road.  Tel: 864485 
The Revd Jim Lawrenson (Hon.Asst.Priest), Downside, 7 Torrington Road.  Tel: 865999 
The Revd Preb Stephen Wells (Hon.Asst.Priest), 57 Meadow Road.  Tel: 870981 
Christina Billington (Diocesan Lay Minister), 13 Ashridge Rise.  Tel: 385566 
Miss Marjorie Bowden (Reader), 16 Broadwater.  Tel: 871283 
Mrs Joan Cook (Reader), The Gardeners Arms, Castle Street.  Tel: 866278 
John Malcolm (Reader), Landswood, Shootersway.  Tel: 874993 
Tom Montague (Reader), 27 Hill View.  Tel: 875320 
Mrs Jenny Wells (Reader), 57 Meadow Road.  Tel: 870981 
Parish Secretary: Mrs Jean Green, The Parish Office, The Court House  Tel: 878227 
Stewardship Recorder:  Miles Nicholas, 46 Fieldway.  Tel: 871598 
Churchwardens: Mrs Barbara Conway, 7 Kilfillan Gardens.  Tel: 865798; 
  Peter McMunn, 37, North Road.  Tel: 874894 
Parochial Church  Secretary: Richard Foster, Vandykes, 29 Ashlyns Road.  Tel: 863359 
                  Council:  Treasurer: Michael Robinson, 36 Trevelyan Way.  Tel: 863559 

Director of Music: Adrian Davis 864722  Asst. Director of Music: Mrs Jean Wild. 866859 
Organist: Terry Charlston   Tel: 01582 462024 
Sundays  Weekdays 
8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sun BCP) Holy Communion 
9.30am Family Sung Eucharist with crèche,  Wednesday 6.45am 
 Sunday Schools & Pathfinders  Thursday 11.00am 
 (in the Court House) followed  Friday 9.15am 
 by coffee in the Court House. Morning Prayer: Mon-Sat 7:30am 
11:00am Celebrate Together (2nd Sun) Evening Prayer: M,W,Th 5:00pm 
6.00pm Evensong & Sermon   Sat 5:00pm 
(except lst Sunday see All Saints’)  Holy Days - see weekly Notices 
Weddings, Banns of Marriage, Baptisms, Funerals: Contact Father Mark Bonney. 
Bellringers (St Peter’s): Miss Priscilla Watt, 11 Cavalier Court, Chesham Road.  Tel: 863804 

Choirmaster: Peter McMunn  Tel: 874894 
 
Sundays 
8.00am Holy Communion (lst Sunday - Methodist rite) 
9.15am Sung Eucharist with Sunday schools & Pathfinders, then coffee in the Hall 
11.00am (Methodist Morning Service) 
6.30pm Evening Service (1st Sunday - Anglican rite, other Sundays Methodist rite) 
Weekdays 
Holy Communion:  Tuesday 9.30am          Holy Days - see weekly Notices 
(All Saints’ is an Anglican / Methodist Local Ecumenical Partnership) 
Methodist minister: The Revd Martin Turner, 32 Finch Road  Tel: 866324 

Published by Berkhamsted St Peter Parochial Church Council 

 




