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Welcome to the August issue of the 
Review. 

I want to thank all those of our regular 
readers and distributors who helped us to 
distribute our recent free issue. This was a 
large task, delivering around 3,000 copies 
of our twelve page issue, as widely as 
possible in the parish of great 
Berkhamsted (the posh name for the 
territories of St Peter's and All Saints' 
churches). We have already had some very 
positive feedback from an issue which was 
specifically targeted at non-readers. We 
expect there to be further results. It was 
the first time that we have attempted such 
a wide distribution, and by and large it 
seemed to go very smoothly. It’s difficult 
to guess at how best to divide the area up 
between distributors - if you helped and 
you thought that your ‘area’ was too small 
or too large then please let us know. 

But the whole exercise would not have 
been possible without the help of the St 
Peter's and All Saints’ PCC in financing 
the printing and of dozens of members, 
readers, writers, distributors in actually 
delivering the issue to their neighbours' 
doorsteps. Thank you one and all. We 
shall keep you posted as to the longer term 
results of your efforts.  

David Woodward 

In this month’s issue... 
Invitation to Alpha 

John Malcolm invites you to refresh 
your knowledge of the Christian faith. 

A Lifeboat’s Weight in Money 
How many pennies outweigh a lifeboat? 
Courtney Edenborough tells all! 

De Gaulle in Potten End 
Rare photographs of the Free French 
leader in wartime Potten End. 

Extensive and Wonderful 
Stephen Halliday reveals the history of 
a great Victorian achievement. 

Towards the Millennium 
How should we celebrate? Should we at 
all?  Muriel Lander has some ideas. 

Norman’s Conquest 
Norman Cutting wrily recalls his 
moment of fame as a council committee 
chairperson. 

... plus our regular features, readers’ 
letters, reference information, notes & 
notices and diary dates. 

 The Parish Magazine of
 St Peter’s with All Saints’ 

 

Editorial Team: David Woodward, 3 Murray Road  HP4 1JD  (862723) 
 Barbara Belchamber, 38 Gaveston Drive HP4 1JF (864933) 
 Chris Smalley, 18 Osmington Place, Tring  HP23 4EG  (826821) 
 email: review@cavendish.co.uk 
Advertising: David Woodward, 3 Murray Road  HP4 1JD  (862723) 
Circulation: Daphne Montague, 27 Hill View  HP4 1SA  (875320) 
Treasurer: Miles Nicholas, 46 Fieldway  HP4 2NY  (871598) 
Committee Sec.:  John Cook, The Gardeners’ Arms, Castle Street  HP4 2DW 

Responsibility for opinions expressed in articles and letters published in this Review and for the 
accuracy of any statements in them rests solely with the individual contributor 
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As I sat down to 
write this leader, 
we’d just come to 
the end of a very 
wet June.  Wim-
bledon was badly 
interrupted and I 
spent an abortive 

day at the Lord’s test match!  It may even 
have been the wettest June this century, 
although June 1982 runs it close and June 
1879 was wetter.  Despite this, the 
Petertide fair went ahead as usual and was 
a great success.  How good to see the 
church used as it would have been in past 
centuries. 

With all this rain, I guess that a few 
more books have been read than usual.  
That brings me to a subject which has 
been exercising the minds of one or two 
people over the past few mouths - how can 
we encourage people to read the Bible 
more and to grow in their faith?  There’s a 
lovely passage in Acts chapter 8, when the 
evangelist Philip is led to talk to an 
Ethiopian court official, on his way home 
from worshipping in Jerusalem.  Philip 
runs alongside him and hears him reading 
aloud a passage from the prophet Isaiah.  
“Do you understand what you are 
reading?”, asks Philip.  “How can I, unless 
someone guides me?” answers the 
Ethiopian.  The problem, in our busy lives, 
is that for many it’s only the ten minute 
‘God Slot’ on Sunday mornings which 
provides much guidance on the scriptures. 

It was partly with this in mind that we 
started running, together with our 
Methodist friends, a series of Alpha 
courses in the parish.  Alpha is for anyone 
interested in finding out more about the 
Christian faith in a non-threatening 
environment.  It caters for those Christians 
who want to brush up on the basics, 
people interested in investigating 

Christianity, newcomers to the Church and 
so on. We’ve run three courses in the past 
year and 75 people have attended.  Many 
other Churches in Berkhamsted offer 
Alpha courses and they’re designed to 
appeal to people from every spectrum of 
the Christian faith. 

We’ll be running another Alpha course 
beginning on Monday 29th September and 
running for ten weeks.  In addition we’re 
going to offer a series of short courses 
which we hope will appeal both to those 
who’ve attended Alpha and want to know 
more, and to those people who feel that 
Alpha is not for them.  The courses are 
based on a modular programme called 
Emmaus which is a well resourced 
programme of continuing Christian 
education and growth.  The first module to 
be used is a five week course entitled 
Growing in the Scriptures.  This will start 
on Tuesday 16th September and is very 
suitable for those who find the Bible a bit 
daunting and would like some help in 
navigating their way through its pages.  If 
you’re not sure of your Ruth from your 
Esther or your Zechariah from your 
Zephaniah; if you’ve heard of Philemon 
and Jude, but are not sure where to find 
them, then this is the course for you.  
Although we will be offering further 
courses later in the year, there is no 
commitment beyond the first five weeks.  
Further details are available in church and 
from Father Mark and Father Robin. 

The Ethiopian official was so 
impressed by Philip’s explanation of the 
Isaiah passage that he asked to be baptised 
on the spot..  It’s an exciting thing to get to 
grips with the Bible and learn more about 
our faith.  Why don’t you take the risk and 
come and join us?  

Cover: All the fun of the Petertide Fair! See 
story on page 17.  Photo: Chris Smalley 

 

 review leader 
 

John Malcolm 
invites us to 

Alpha or 
Emmaus. 
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TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS SPACE 

call 
David Woodward 

on 862723 

The Review has a 
wide local readership; 

advertise and get 
the message across to 

your customers! 
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Victoria School 
Just 100 years ago not only did 
Berkhamsted celebrate Queen Victoria’s 
60 years on the throne in great style, but a 
local school named after her was opened. 

Victoria School, one of our two local 
Church of England First Schools (the 
other is St Mary’s, Northchurch), has 
marked its centenary by publishing a 
booklet containing all sorts of 
contributions on the story of the school. 

Much of it is the very raw material that 
makes absorbing local history - interviews 
and reminiscences of people, many of 
them past pupils, some of them evacuees 
who were at the school during the war. 

The publication was partly funded by a 
grant from the local History Society in 
memory of Percy Birtchnell, our renowned 
Berkhamsted historian and perennial 
contributor to the Review, who was 
himself a pupil at the school.  It makes 
fascinating reading, not only for those 
with connections with the school but also 
for anyone interested in the social history 
of the first half of this century.  It is nicely 
put together with old photographs and 
drawings, and easily worth the £2 it costs.  
If anyone wants a copy there are still some 
for sale at the school. 

Royal Clothes 
The recent auction of some of Princess 
Diana’s old frocks raised over two million 
pounds for charity This news item 
reminded me of some other royal clothing 
which was once on the market. 

In the 16th century when the young 
Princess Elizabeth, the future Good Queen 
Bess, was at Ashridge and still on friendly 
terms with her sister, Queen (Bloody) 
Mary, she made with her own hands some 
clothes for the baby that Mary thought she 
was expecting. 

If Mary had given birth the child could 
have lived to be sovereign and changed 
the whole course of the political and 
church history of England.  But Mary 
never had any children, and on her death 
the crown passed to Elizabeth. 

The baby clothes Elizabeth had made 
when princess were preserved unused in 
Ashridge House for over 350 years until 
the Brownlows sold the house and its 
entire contents in the 1920’s.  Does 
anyone know who bought these clothes 
then and where they are now? 

St Margaret’s 
Most local people know that Ashridge 

College, was originally an important 
monastery; but perhaps it is not so well 
known that this was by no means the 
oldest monastic house in this area. 

If you take the narrow lane from 
Nettleden to Great Gaddesden, as you 
descend the hill towards the Cock and 
Bottle, the church and the village school 
you pass a turning to the left with a ‘no 
through road’ sign.  In 1160, at a spot just 
along this lane on the hillside overlooking 
the Gade valley, a good 100 years before 
Ashridge College came into existence, a 
nunnery was founded and dedicated to St 
Margaret. 

The nunnery was never very big but it 
lasted for some 400 years until the 
Reformation in the 16th century.  There is 
nothing left of it now except for some 
foundations and the name which survives 
in St Margaret’s Lane, St. Margaret’s 
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MALCOLM JONES & METCALFE 

Funeral Service 
284 High Street, Berkhamsted 

Day and Night Service 
Phone or Fax  864548 or 864943 

Funeral Directors Private 
Private Car Park Chapels 
Memorials Supplied of Rest 

 
ELIZABETH 

TORY 
MSSCh  MBChA 

Qualified Surgical 
Chiropodist 

VISITING 
PRACTICE 

For appointments 
please ring 

82 3364 
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House and St Margaret’s Farm and, if you 
believe the legend, a ghost. 

The tale was told of the apparition of a 
nun, who had been put to death for 
adultery, haunting the site of the old 
nunnery.  If she still exists I wonder what 
this ghostly figure in her nightly 
wanderings makes of the religious 
community - much bigger than either St 
Margaret’s Nunnery or the monastery at 
Ashridge ever were - which has grown up 
just along St Margaret’s Lane: the 
Amavari Buddhist Centre.  Its residents in 
their brown habits sometimes wander as 
far as Berkhamsted where they stand 
silently with their bowls outside the old 
Waitrose building. 

De Gaulle 
Prompted by the reference to de Gaulle in 
a recent Review, Lady Dorothy Cooper 
wrote me a most interesting letter from her 
home in France.  She says that she is 
always interested in the Berkhamsted 
Review, and even more so in the June 
issue, to read about General de Gaulle.  
She remembers him well and met both him 
and his wife when they were staying at the 
house near Ashridge during the war.  Yes, 
de Gaulle did inspect the Potten End 
Home Guard in 1941, and Lady Dorothy 
lent me two photographs of the occasion 
from her album.  They are reproduced on 
page 9. 

Valuable old wartime photographs like 
these are of growing historical interest and 
can be readily reproduced these days.  I 
was most grateful to be able to borrow 
them and get them copied. 

Farm Animals 
You hear moans that farmland has a 
sameness about it these days, lacking 
variety in the flora and fauna: oil seed rape 
and wheat on arable land, and on 
grassland Southdown sheep and black and 

white cattle, and not a lot else. But within 
say five miles of Berkhamsted there is a 
wider variety of livestock to be seen than 
might be expected.   

For some years a herd of Belted 
Galloway cattle has adorned Boxmoor 
between the bypass and the A4251: burly, 
handsome beasts with much more 
uniformity in the pattern of their coats than 
Friesians. Sometimes there is a flock of 
unusual brown sheep there too.  

Earlier in the year there were Highland 
cattle at Water End by the side of the 
Leighton Buzzard road, looking 
uncomfortable and rather out of place in 
lowland Hertfordshire with the long 
shaggy coats and fierce long horns. Nearer 
home at Bank Mill  a big bull with even 
longer horns roams the field opposite the 
bottom of Hall Park in the unlikely 
company of a gaggle of geese. 

But if you want to see the biggest pair 
of horns this side of Whipsnade you need 
to go to Frithesden, and a few hundred 
yards up the road past the Alford Arms in a 
field in the bottom of the valley there they 
are - on a bull. I can only guess what their 
span is - six feet I shouldn’t wonder. I did 
toy with the idea of hopping over the fence 
with a tape measure so that I could pass on 
to you the exact dimension, but thought 
better of it. I sketched them instead - from 
a safe distance.  

 
And now we have two children’s farms 

hereabouts with a variety of bipeds and 
quadrupeds to look at and approach 
without fear. One of these is at Potten End, 
the other at St Margaret’s. 
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To book a Parish Hall 
please contact 

Jean Green (878227) 
for St Peter’s 
Court House 

or 
Doug Billington (866038) 

for All Saints’ Halls 
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General de Gaulle, leader of 
the Free French, spent a 
year in the early part of the 
Second World War in the 
Berkhamsted area, staying 
at Rodinghead, a house 
between Ashridge and 
Berkhamsted.  During the 
time he was in the area he 
visited Potten End where he 
inspected the village’s 
Home Guard as these rare 
pictures show. John Cook 
tells us more in Around the 
Town on page 7. 

 

Above: The Inspecting Party - 
Col. Haslam, Mr Robertson, 
General de Gaulle, an aide-de-
camp. 

Left: Mr (later Sir) Frank 
Cooper (centre) and Mr Walker 
Hunt (right, Managing Director 
of Coopers). Who is the third? 

Being contemporary, the photographs are a little unclear and reproduce only with some 
difficulty through our printing process, but as they are so unusual we wanted to include 
them. Our thanks go to Lady Dorothy Cooper for providing us with them. 

Do you have an interesting and unusual photograph which you would like to share with 
our readers? Have a look in that box in the attic - you never know what’s there! Our town has a 
rich history and there must be many fascinating photographic records hiding away in dusty 
corners! We will of course treat all material with utmost care and will return all photographs, 
drawings and illustrations to you. 
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REGISTRAR 

of Births and Deaths 
at the Court House 

on Tuesdays 
(3.00 - 4.00 pm) 
and Thursdays 

(9.15 - 10.15 am) 

Phone 228600 
for appointment 

 

 
Chiropodist 

Visiting Practice 

JULIA GOFFIN 
MSSCh, MBChA 

Qualified chiropodist 

Phone Berkhamsted 
866003 
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o date nearly 
£7,000 has been 

raised for our appeal 
to buy a new ‘D’ 
class lifeboat for the 
RNLI to be named 
after our town of 
Berkhamsted and to 
mark our golden 
jubilee. This means 
that we need only 
another £13,000 to 
reach our target. We 
need your help with 
our ambitious programme of events to 
raise the remaining amount. 

Please support our coffee 
mornings, on 2nd August at 
Post Hill Cottage (phone 
866580 for details) and on 
6th and 20th August at 
Wyndrift, Ashley Green 
(865545). 

We are having a car boot stall in mid-
August. Please ring Margaret Hatcher at 9 
Victoria Road (864219) if you have 
anything (except clothing) which we 
might be able to sell. 

The grand draw for Harry Sheldon’s 
painting will take place during the 
Summer Fair at the Civic Centre between 
9:30am and 1:30pm on 30th August. 
There will be various stalls and 
refreshments. The draw will take place at 
12:30. Books of tickets are available from 
Mrs Juliet Rinkel (866580); please try to 
sell some for us. 

Raymond Baxter and David Knight of 
the Association of Dunkirk Little Ships 
will give a ‘magic lantern show’ this 
autumn on a date to be announced, telling 
the heroic story of the evacuation in 1940. 
Also in the autumn Sir Robin Knox-
Johnston (one of our patrons) will give a 
talk on sailing around the world. Both 
these dates will be published later. 

Now for the big news. The ‘D’ class 
boat will be in Berkhamsted and the 
surrounding villages during the week 

20th-27th August. 
Starting now, we 
want to raise the 
equivalent of the 
weight of the boat in 
coins. If you have 
any queries and 
donations please 
contact Courtney 
Edenborough on 
866545. Remember 
you have until 
December to reach 
your target! 

The boat weighs 338kg or 745lbs; in 
1p pieces this equals £931 or in 5p pieces 

£2,495 - so save up all your 
loose change for the lifeboat. 
How about collecting the 
equivalent weight in coins of 
your new born baby, club 
chairman, boss or even your 
pet? 

We will be at all the fetes and events 
during the next six months with our 
collecting buckets and other permanent 
collection points will be publicised. We 
are very grateful to Barry Webber of 
Startrite for allowing us to park the boat 
on his premises where you will be able to 
see it when it is not on its trips around the 
villages. 

We are also very grateful to all those 
who have organised events or given 
donations. Schools, clubs, pubs and our 
local police have all contributed to the 
appeal.   

We can reach our target and get the 
boat for Berkhamsted, but we need 
your help. If you can help please 
contact Evelyn Ford (864561), John 
or Juliet Rinkel (866580) or Courtney 
or Margaret Edenborough (865545). 

Courtney Edenborough introduced the 
Berkhamsted branch of the RNLI’s golden 
jubilee appeal in the January issue of the 
Review. 

T A LIFEBOAT FROM 

BERKHAMSTED 

Courtney Edenborough 
updates us on progress of the 
Golden Jubilee appeal of the 

Berkhamsted & District 
branch of the RNLI. 
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f you are a roman-
tic then you must 

go to Prague. Mem-
bers of the Chiltern 
Chamber Choir under 
the leadership of 
their director, Adrian 
Davies, visited 
Prague last Easter to 
perform a variety of 
pieces from Byrd to 
Britten. The concert took place in 
churches in and around the city of Prague. 

The Czech countryside was only tinged 
with springtime growth and the weather 
was cold. Snow flurries appeared and 
disappeared leaving bright slanting 
sunlight and shadows. Standing on the 
famous Charles Bridge flanked by old 
statues on a quiet Sunday morning looking 
across the broad river Vltava presented a 
vista that will always be remembered. 

Music is a vibrant part of Prague’s way 
of life. The Czech people appear reserved 
and guarded to begin with, but beneath the 
surface is great warmth and friendliness. 
Our audiences were mainly elderly but 
very appreciative and were obviously 
moved to hear us sing. They do not have 

much beauty in the 
lives. The communist 
legacy has left 
nothing worthwhile 
for them. 

The churches we 
sang in included the 
famous cathedral of 
St Barbara at Kutna 
Hora and the basilica 
of Svata Hora. We 

also had a guided tour of the chateau at 
Veltrusy. This was the home of the Chotek 
family, one of whose members, Sophie, 
was married to the Austrian crown prince 
Franz Ferdinand (both were assassinated 
at Sarajevo in 1914, a reminder of the time 
when both Bosnia and the Czech republic 
were part of the Austrian empire). 

Many modern buildings in Prague are 
dingy and dull but the older more beautiful 
ones are being restored to their former 
glory. 

Music and architecture have an affinity 
that is very evident in Prague. Much of the 
communist way of life is still felt, but we 
left realising that the Czech people are 
rediscovering their past and building a 
new future for themselves.  

  
 

I Singing Out 
in Prague 

The Chiltern Chamber Choir 
recently visited the Czech 

capital. Penny Abbott recounts 
their experiences. 
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 was interested to 
read in one of our 

daily newspapers 
recently, various 
opinions expressed as 
to how we should 
celebrate the millen-
nium. 

One reader 
thought we have little 
to celebrate with all 
the frightful things 
that are happening in 
our world - and I have to say that I 
wholeheartedly agree with these 
sentiments. 

Another reader said that instead of 
spending money on a dome, money should 
be earmarked for ‘housing the homeless, 
providing work and hope for the 
unemployed, fighting world hunger and 
resolving world conflicts’. No one could 
disagree with that, surely? 

I would like to suggest that every town 
and village celebrate the year 2000 A.D. 

But I would also suggest that 
accommodation be found for the 
homeless. There are many empty blocks of 
flats, offices, shops and so on throughout 
this island which could be converted.  This 
is because ‘No address, no job’.  And for 

those who are always 
‘moving on’ (we used 
to call them 
‘gentlemen of the 
road’ for rarely do I 
remember seeing 
women walking from 
one place to another) 
somewhere for them 
to sleep for the night, 
with health care, 
check ups and so on. 

And then I would 
like to see the money owed by the third 
world countries cancelled out. 

I don’t want to end on a gloomy note 
and would be most interested to hear what 
other people think. 

I am sure all towns and villages 
throughout this island will find ways of 
celebrating and it should be tremendous 
fun. But I do feel that if we are reminded 
of those less fortunate than ourselves and 
try to do something positive to help, then 
we will enjoy our celebrations all the 
more.  

BUT - when it comes to spending 
millions of pounds, then let it be for a 
lasting, positive project on which we can, 
as a nation, look back with pride. . 

 

Victoria First School 
Due to an amazing response to our centenary 
appeal, enough money has been raised to buy 
Donna her electric wheelchair. The chair, a ‘Bob 
Cat’ cost £7,310. Donna has already mastered 
the controls and has driven to school. Do look 
out for her around town, and thank you to all of 
you who contributed to the various fund raising 
activities. 

We still have at school an adult electric 
wheelchair which was donated by a family from 
Durham who heard about the appeal. If you 
know of anybody who would like one please 
contact Victoria School. 

Michael Hart, Headteacher 

 

We congratulate Michael Hart on 
achieving his well earned 
retirement, thank him for his 
regular contributions to the 
Review and wish him well for the 
future 

I Towards the 
Millennium 

There’s much talk of how we 
should celebrate the 

millennium. Muriel Lander 
has some suggestions. 
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The Peace 

Vera Pullen writes: 
What started off years ago as a rather 

restrained handshake and a muttered 
‘Peace be with you’ has gradually been 
extended.  Some people walk about during 
this time shaking hands exuberantly with 
all and sundry, others kiss relatives and 
friends.  I understand from the radio this 
morning that the Methodist Church feels 
this is all going ‘too far’! 

I find this an interruption in the service 
and having shaken all hands within easy 
reach I pick up my book firmly indicating 
that I for one want to get on with the 
service. 

I love my husband dearly but never 
feel I must kiss him in the middle of the 
service for heaven’s sake!  Besides I feel 
that those who live alone may find this 
hurtful. In fact this has been pointed out to 
me on more than one occasion. 

I also find the introduction of three 
chairs in front of the altar during the first 
part of the service is very off putting.  I 
don’t want a row of people between me 
and the altar, particularly as they often 
look slightly embarrassed sitting there. 

44 Bridgewater Road 
Berkhamsted  HP4 1JB 

Wanted: former pupils of Egerton 
School and Rothesay School 

John Adkins, Principal at Egerton 
Rothesay School, writes: 

I should be very grateful for the use of 
your publication to seek the whereabouts 
of ex-students of Egerton School and 
Rothesay School - now Egerton-Rothesay 
School. 

Rothesay was founded in 1922 and so 
this autumn marks its 75th anniversary. 
We are trying to get together all the 
information we can, both to write a brief 
history of the school (with illustrations) 
and be in touch with all the people who 
have been associated with it. 

Our upper school at Durrants Lane was 
opened in 1988 and hence autumn 1998 is 
our tenth anniversary. The academic year 
1997/8 is, therefore, an important 
milestone for us and we would be grateful 
to hear from any of your readers so that 
they can join us in celebrating these 
birthdays. 

Egerton-Rothesay School 
Durrants Lane, Berkhamsted, 

Hertfordshire  HP4 3UJ 
 

ELLIOTTS 
9A Lower Kings Road 

in Town Hall Walk at rear of 
Bailey’s Jewellers 

01442 870787 
Haberdashery, Dress Fabrics 

Patchwork Fabrics, Fur Fabrics 
Felt, Knitting Wools 

Knitting and Sewing Patterns 
Friendly advice available - 
Do come in for a browse 

BAILEY & SONS 
Jewellers Est 1872 

9 Lower Kings Road 
01442 863091 

Unbeatable selection, service, 
quality & value 

Watches from the finest Watch 
Houses, Beautiful Cultured Pearls, 
Diamond and Gem Ring Specialists 

Jewellery of every description and Much, 
much more!! 

 review letters 
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he Mothers’ Union, 
with a worldwide 
membership of over 
three quarters of a 
million, has always 
had a practical 
approach to Christian 
life, and, through its 
projects, brings 
together the Christian 
Church and the wider 
community. 

Overseas, especially in Africa and 
other developing countries, 
indigenous MU workers support 
women and their families in their 
communities, training them in 
health care and developing their 
practical skills as well as their 
spiritual life.  Much of the money 
for this project work comes from members 
in the UK and Ireland. In the St Albans 
diocese over £7,000 was raised for this 
purpose last year.  Supporting MU work 
overseas is part of our commitment as 
members of a worldwide Christian 
fellowship, united in love and service. 

Members support and are involved 
with projects in this diocese.  The Away 
From It All (AFIA) holiday scheme 
provides around twelve holidays each year 
for families experiencing problems and 
difficulties; not luxury cruises, but usually 
in a chalet, flat or caravan by the sea., 
Letters received show how much such 
simple holidays, funded by members, are 
appreciated. 

Another project is to support the work 
of Christian Family Care which runs I 
women’s refuge in Bedford.  Members 
have contributed to this since the refuge 
opened in 1975 and not only raise money, 

but provide much 
needed items for the 
resident families.  
Last year our efforts 
were for Christian 
Family Care’s nearest 
project, CHARIS, 
which provides a 
home for very 
vulnerable young 
girls, before and after 

the birth of their babies. 
Members are volunteers at child access 

and contact centres.  These 
centres enable children, 
following separation and 
divorce, to meet with the parent 
they no longer live with, on 
neutral ground and in the 
presence of caring volunteers.  

MU in the diocese helped set up the 
contact centres in Cheshunt and Barnet. 

Under the guidance of the assistant 
chaplain at Bedford Prison, Revd Wendy 
Heaney, a new project is being explored to 
support the families of prisoners.  In doing 
so we join MU members throughout the 
country who are involved in prison 
support work of some kind, in over 50 
prisons. 

These are the big schemes, but there 
are many small projects in this diocese, in 
which members ‘help those whose family 
life has met with adversity’.  Central to all 
MU work is prayer; prayer for all its 
members worldwide and for its project 
work, so that it is truly a worldwide 
fellowship of Christians working to meet 
the needs of their communities.   

Margaret Burbidge is the Action and 
Outreach Co-ordinator for the Mothers’ 
Union, St Albans Diocese. 

 

The Mothers’ Union at 
Work 

Margaret Burbidge describes 
the work of the Mothers’ Union 

in the St Albans diocese. 

T 
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Raise money for repair of our 
churches and chapels, by 
getting sponsorship for 
cycling, running or walking 
between churches in 
Bedfordshire and Hertford-
shire. Anyone can come and 
enjoy a day visiting these 
beautiful buildings. 

Details and sponsorship forms 
from: 

MARGARET BARNARD 862794
(St Peter’s) 

or 

MICK SMALLWOOD 877208
(All Saints’) 
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So what if it rained? 
Libby Grundy looks 

back on this year’s Fair. 

‘...all the floodgates of the sky were 
opened, and rain fell on the earth for 
forty days and forty nights.’ (Genesis 7) 

Well, that’s how it seemed on the 
morning of Friday, 27th June, just 
twenty-four hours before the Fair was 
to be opened.  Lines of workers were 
scurrying ant-like from church to 
courthouse bearing armfuls of bric-a-
brac, as the rain streamed over cagouls 
and wellies.  Long-made plans for 
seasonal seaside events drained into the 
ground and spirits sank.  An alternative 
action plan was needed! 

After consultation with Father Mark 
Bonney, it was decided to abandon 
outdoor attractions and move the Fair 
into the church - a throw back to the 
Middle Ages, apparently! Without 
delay, hymn books and kneelers were 
usurped by cakes and plants, second-
hand clothes draped the choir stalls and 
toys filled the aisles.  Pews were wheeled 
away.  Punch & Judy found a place beside 
the pulpit and candyfloss whizzed 
dangerously close to the lectern.  Twenty-
four hours later it was still raining...we 
were ready, but would the punters 
come...? Music from the Chesham Boys 
and Girls Brigade Band struck up from the 
gallery and filled the nave, barbecued 
sausages enticed passers-by, and people 
thronged in through the west door.  The 
Petertide Fair 1997 was in full swing. 

The church buzzed with activity. 
Cakes and plants were carried away, 
games were played, the raffle was drawn, 
refreshments were served round the font, 
and, in true mediaeval style, Father Robin 
was put in the stocks.  Outside the 
Petertide Fleamarket was doing a roaring 
trade. Much fun was had by all. The 
weather forecast had been correct, but our 

predictions, happily, were not.  A 
wonderful total of over £6,300 was raised 
for the Chernobyl Children Life Line and 
the Elderly Care Unit at Gossoms End.  
Many visitors remarked that they had 
particularly enjoyed the fair this year 
because it was inside the church.  As 
Father Mark said, next year perhaps we 
should pray for rain! 

Which reminds me - the rumour is 
true! The Rector of Great Berkhamsted 
was gunged! When enough coins had been 
tossed into the bucket, the Gunk Tank was 
opened! I’m sure he will never feel the 
same about raspberry jelly again! 

Many thanks from the organising 
committee to all those who contributed to 
the success of the Fair in a hundred 
different ways, and of course, THANK 
YOU to all the visitors who came, saw and 
spent. 
  



 18 

s you drive into 
Berkhamsted 

from Bourne End, 
you have a nice brick 
and flint ‘feature’ to-
gether with a hole in 
the verge and assorted 
traffic islands. If you 
drive in from 
Northchurch, you see 
the back of a brick and 
flint wall, courtesy of Northchurch parish 
council. Around 100 yards further on is a 
half-hidden Berkhamsted entrance sign, 
fashioned out of angle iron and other bits 
of metal, and which has seen better days. 
Your town council has been wondering 
just where Berkhamsted begins and 
Northchurch ends, as the map/electoral 
boundaries are not in either place. 
However, just to ensure fair play, we are 
looking to modify the Northchurch wall to 
provide a similar sight when you enter 
Berkhamsted to that at the other end with 
the possible added bonus of a flower bed. 

The town centre car parking charges 
have now been settled by the borough and 
should be introduced during the next 
month or so. This delay is mainly due to 
the requirement to go out to tender for the 
additional ticket machines needed for St 
John’s Well Lane. Both it and the Water 
Lane area will have two and four hour 

parking available. 
Long term parking 
will only be allowed 
in the St John’s Well 
Lane site along the 
side adjoining the 
river in around 38 
places. The other all-
day parkers will have 
to find somewhere 
else; just where is the 

thing that concerns me. 
The borough officers have assured me 

that the situation will be kept under review 
once it has settled down, which, I suppose, 
is something. In the past, I have suggested 
a ‘park ‘n’ ride’ facility for the town, but 
the majority group at borough were not 
keen, particularly when I pointed out just 
how few cars use the one in Hemel 
Hempstead. The difficulty is that the 
majority of town centre parting in Hemel 
is free which provides no incentive to use 
the facility that you and I help to pay for. 
That’s right, our council tax pays for that 
scheme. Surely funds should be made 
available for a similar scheme in our town, 
particularly when you realise our railway 
station is within a quarter mile of the town 
centre and associated car parks, whereas 
Boxmoor station is, well, in Boxmoor, not 
Hemel Hempstead. 

The town warden scheme continues to 

A CUTTING 
COMMENTS 

Local independent councillor 
Norman Cutting sifts through 
news from our local council. 
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rumble on, with conflicting reports about 
just what is going on at the borough. My 
colleague, John Brooks, told me that 
between himself and the Conservatives, 
the budget and asset management 
committee at borough agreed to find 
£8,000 for a vehicle and so on, if the town 
council reconsidered its decision not to 
accept money from the borough which 
was tied to the vehicle having a borough 
livery. The official minutes of that item 
state that the borough was not prepared to 
finance the purchase of the van, and also 
requested that the town council reconsider 
the position. I can’t help wondering if it’s 
just me because the official minutes and 
information provided by two members 
who were there do not agree! 

One of the major items on the planning 
front is the application by Berkhamsted 
School to develop the site between King’s 
Road and Doctor Commons Road. 
Concern has been expressed about traffic 
movements in Doctor Commons Road 
even before the development takes place. I 
feel sorry for the governors of the school, 
as they will have to solve the traffic 
problems in the area, including the 
existing ones, in order to make any 
progress. At a meeting that members of 
the town planning committee had some 
time ago, it was pointed out that the traffic 
would be a major issue and would have to 
be resolved before progress could be 
made. As I write, I understand that 
borough put off bringing the issue to the 
next development control meeting. A site 
meeting is being arranged for the end of 
July and dramatic proposals are being 
floated to resolve the traffic problems. So 
watch this space! 

The other planning application being 
touted round is a proposal to develop the 
Berkhamsted Hill site at the top of Gravel 
Path. This site has remained unused for a 
number of years and already has planning 
permission for development. The latest 

scheme is to provide a ‘village’ for the 
elderly and use the ‘Mansion House’ as 
the complex headquarters and home for 
the recreational facilities. The company 
which has submitted the application 
already have two similar operations, one 
of which is in Buckinghamshire. The 
glossy brochure I was sent was very 
impressive. The local residents have given 
support to the idea, as traffic movements 
will be about 10 percent of that anticipated 
in the existing planning permission.   

I’ve been leaving the best bit to the end 
as I omitted to tell you that we have a new 
chairman of the policy and finance 
committee, at least until the next full 
council which will be on 28th July after 
the election. The person you can now 
blame for everything the town council 
does (or doesn’t) do is myself. The 
chairman of this committee, it appears, 
gets to be involved in just about 
everything that moves, whether or not the 
council has any responsibility in the 
matter. The only thing I can now say in 
my defence is that I can only do my best 
for the town and be guided by my fellow 
councillors and residents. This council has 
tried to provide various means of letting 
your opinions be heard, ranging from 
newsletters to public meetings and 
monthly ‘surgeries’. We are aware that we 
cannot satisfy everyone on every subject. 
What I will say is that I am quite prepared 
to explain any decisions that your council 
makes on your behalf while I am chairman 
of this committee. So you have no excuse 
not to know what is going on and why. 
The next major consultation is connected 
with the canal and riverside partnership 
and will occur at the end of August. It will 
comprise an exhibition in the Civic Centre, 
preceded by an issue of the Conqueror, 
and followed by a public meeting on the 
evening of Monday, 1st September. So 
make a note in your diary.   
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his is a quotation 
from The Obser-

ver, written on 14th 
April 1861.  Journal-
ists then, as now, 
were not much given 
to lavishing praise on 
public works.  The 
object of the news-
paper’s flattering 
testimonial was 
London’s system of 
main drainage which was then in course of 
construction.  As some readers will know, 
I have spent the past four years unearthing 
information about the project from 
nineteenth century records and trying to 
revive the memory of the engineer who 
designed it, Sir Joseph Bazalgette. 
(Incidentally, if any of you watch The 
Food Programme on BBC2 you may have 
noticed that the producer is Peter 
Bazalgette, Sir Joseph’s great-great-
grandson.) 

A few weeks ago I had the opportunity 
to visit the system, accompanied by the 
young engineers who now operate it as 
employees of Thames Water PLC.  It was 
an event I had looked forward to for some 
time since, having studied the 
contemporary records about how the 
system was designed and built beneath the 
streets of London, I wanted to see what it 
actually looked like and how it was coping 

with the pressures of 
modern London. 

First I was issued 
with an elaborate set 
of protective cloth-
ing: waterproof suit, 
hard hat (fitted with 
a light), waders and 
heavy boots.  This 
was followed by an 
oxygen cylinder and 
mask which I found 

rather alarming.  It was explained that 
there is a slight risk that factories or other 
users of the system may inadvertently 
discharge chemicals into the sewers which 
react with other materials and give off 
toxic vapour: an extremely rare event but 
one they must guard against.  I then 
descended via a vertical metal ladder into 
one of the outfall sewers in Stratford, East 
London.  The outfalls are the largest 
sewers which gather up the contents of the 
other sewers feeding into them and convey 
them to the treatment works at Beckton, 
near Barking. 

The sewers at this point are about the 
size of the underground train tunnels, and 
considerably larger where they form 
junctions with other sewers.  They are 
circular in shape and made of brick.  
Smaller sewers elsewhere in London are 
egg shaped, with the narrow end 
downwards, so that when the flow of 

T A Most Extensive 
and Wonderful 

Work 

Out of sight and out of mind? 
Stephen Halliday looks at a 

hidden Victorian marvel. 
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waste is low the liquid is concentrated in a 
narrow channel and flows faster, keeping 
the sewer free of debris.  The bricks in the 
lower part of the outfall sewer (the 
‘invert’), known as ‘Staffordshire Blues’, 
are twice as dense as those in the upper 
part.  Bazalgette used these heavier bricks 
in the invert because he knew that they 
would be subjected to much more wear. 

There was virtually no detectable smell 
in the sewers except a faint smell of oil, 
presumably caused by discharges from 
factories or leaking tanks.  This lack of 
smell is hardly surprising.  The great bulk 
of the flow consists of water: water from 
washing machines, dishwashers, baths, 
handbasins, industrial processes and, of 
course rain.  Even when you flush the 
lavatory the contents that you dispatch into 
the sewers consist mostly of water.  
Nevertheless, strange objects are often 
found in the sewers.  These include 
articles of clothing, jewellery (yes, they 
really do find jewellery), toys and planks 
of wood.  In the nineteenth century an 
engineer reported that he had found a 
discarded iron bedstead in the sewer!  
Despite myths to the contrary, rats are 

very rarely seen in the sewers because they 
don’t like water. 
I asked how much of the original 
Victorian system remains.  The answer 
was that virtually all of it remains in use.  
Occasionally some of the brickwork has to 
be repointed and some bricks have been 
replaced but with these exceptions the 
system remains as it was built - a tribute to 
the skill of Bazalgette and his contractors.  
The building work which some of you 
may have noticed at Westminster 
Underground Station has caused some 
problems because the adjacent sewer has 
shifted a few inches under the pressure of 
drilling but the problem has been remedied 
by installing iron ribs to hold it in place 
and by re-lining the sewer so there is no 
danger of a leak!  The biggest problem 
that Bazalgette’s successors face is grease, 
especially from cooking.  The sewer 
which runs beneath Piccadilly has its walls 
regularly coated by thick layers of white 
fat from West End restaurants and this has 
to be removed by shovels or water jets.  So 
next time you feel tempted to send the 
contents of the chip pan down the 
plughole, please don’t.  Freeze it and put it 
out for the blue tits.  
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The school year is 
over. Fetes, fayres 
and galas have 
come and gone, 
and we are solidly 
in the holiday 
season.  Sunday 
school has 
completed its 

sessions, choir practice is suspended, and 
congregations thin out as families head for 
the sun or the hills in search of relaxation 
and National Trust properties.  The 
question is then raised: what do we do on 
Sunday?  Is there a church nearby?  Is it 
‘suitable’?  What if there isn’t one of 
‘ours’?  Is it permissible for us to attend 
worship in a Greek Orthodox church when 
we are sunning ourselves in Cos, or are we 
allowed to join with Lutherans when we 
are purchasing cuckoo clocks in the 
Tyrol?  Is it safer not to go at all? 

The serious point here is whether we 
can take a holiday from worship, just 
because we are taking a holiday from all 
the other regular aspects of our lives.  
There are those who argue that worship is 
a constant activity, that God is in 
everything and everywhere, so we are not 
restricted to buildings and organised acts 
of worship to express our gratitude to our 
creator and redeemer.  The counter-
argument is that we are enjoined by the 
examples of Jesus and the early church to 
gather for corporate worship on a regular 
basis; that Christians are most effective 
when they operate within the context of 
the church, and not on their own. 

How can we take a holiday from 
worship, anyway?  If we are in a new 
place, then there are new aspects of God to 
be experienced, new examples of the work 
of Christ in His Church in that place, new 
approaches to worship, new ideas of 
welcome, church decor and administration 

of which we can valuably learn.  Possibly 
the opportunity of hearing a different 
preacher is as big a ‘holiday’ as anything!  
And as for suitability of other churches, 
what arrogance suggests that in our church 
we have got everything right!  On many 
occasions, the welcome received in other 
churches puts our own to shame, and the 
encouragement received by the presence 
of visitors is not to be ignored. 

But what of the children?  They will 
have nothing to do, they will be bored and 
fidgety, whereas in our own church, of 
course, they are properly catered for.  A 
certain amount of self-awareness is needed 
on this issue.  Firstly, there is a lot more 
that we could do to integrate more fully 
children and young people into the 
worshipping life of the church.  Who are 
we to judge that others may not be further 
down that road than we are?  Secondly, a 
church that knows that the holiday season 
has started will make adjustments to the 
way it welcomes, organises its worship, 
preaches and accommodates all who join 
in fellowship.  This does not need to be 
lowest common denominator worship, but 
an awareness and some planning is 
necessary.  Maybe if we make the children 
and young people part of the worship 
during the holidays, we may be more 
effective during the Sunday school year. 

Finally, do not lose the holiday spirit 
of adventure and exploration when it 
comes to unknown churches.  There is 
great splendour in cathedral worship, great 
depth and historicity in orthodox liturgy, 
and the continental Catholic Church is 
very lively.  Who knows, your holiday 
worship may well cause a great 
ecumenical breakthrough for you! 

May you find relaxation and great 
blessing this summer season, as you meet 
God and His people in new and exciting 
places!   

 review northchurch 
 

Revd Peter Hart, 
asks if we can or 

should take a 
holiday from 

worship. 
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WHAT ARE SUNDAYS TOGETHER? 

Well over six years ago Pam and John 
Macpherson started Sunday’s Together. Today, 
including three or four from the Salvation 
Army, there are over thirty of us who come on 
the first Sunday of the month to have lunch and 
a chat in the Court House. 

I have had the privilege of being involved 
only since January this year. Joan Morris is 
now team leader, along with her band of ladies 
and gentlemen to lend a hand. For my part I 
look forward each month to the time when I get 
to phone all our friends to see who is able to 
come. I try to arrange transport for those who 
find it more difficult to come under their own 
steam. 

Here I would like to say a very big thank 
you to all of those people who provide me (or 
have done in the past) with offers of help with 
the transportation to and from the Court House. 
Without them my part would be impossible, 
though more offers are always welcome! 

But no, it’s not just about having a very 
well cooked and presented meal with lots of 
different sweets to choose from (cheese cake 
being one of many!). It’s about friendship, 
love, understanding, and, for some, seeing 
more than the same old four walls. 

My part is small, but the reward is great for 
being a member of a team that helps to bring 
people together. May Joan and the others 
continue for a very long time. If you would like 
to come and join us, do have a word with Joan 
or phone her on 863780. 

Keith Middleditch 

A GENTLE BIT OF EXERCISE! 

Popular demand means that 
we’re throwing down the 
challenge to the whole parish 
once again to partake in an 
afternoon of rounders in the 
warm summer sunshine on 
Sunday, 17th August in Butts 
Meadow (next to the Girls’ 
School in Kings Road). 

If the experience of the last few years is 
anything to go by you’ll be in for a great 

afternoon - strictly not competitive and with the 
emphasis firmly on fun! 

Having worked off a few calories you’ll be 
most welcome to join us for a barbecue to 
‘round off’ the afternoon. Feel free to just turn 
up on the afternoon (the invitation is open to 
members of both our churches) though if you’d 
like to share in the barbecue please get a ticket 
(£1.25 each) from Chris Smalley (826821), 
Libby Grundy (875814) or any member of St 
Peter’s events committee. 

DO YOU PLAY THE PIANO OR GUITAR? 

The Sunday school at St Peter’s is in urgent 
need of a few volunteers to accompany some 
singing for the short opening act of worship in 
the Court House. After ten minutes in the Court 
House you could return to the main service - 
the more helpers the less frequent the playing. 
Any offers please to Father Mark on 864194 or 
Linda Bisset on 862115. 

LITTLE FISHES - ST PETER’S CHURCH 
MOTHER AND TODDLER GROUP 

Look out for the new mother and toddler group 
starting on Friday mornings in the Court House 
this September. The group will meet from 9:30 
- 11:30am, with creative activities, toys and 
puzzles, refreshments and so on. The first 
Friday of each month will be slightly different 
with a Little Fishes pram service in St Peter’s 
at 10:00am followed by refreshments and 
toddler play in the Court House. We get under 
way on 12th September. Everyone is welcome. 
We look forward to seeing you there. 

BEREAVEMENT VISITORS: 
INITIAL TRAINING COURSE 

There is to be a new course on Tuesdays 
between 8:00 and 10:00pm in the upper room 
of the Anglican/Methodist Church Hall, Tring, 
beginning on 9th September and ending on 
28th October. The course fee will be £35. If 
anyone is interested or would like an 
application form please contact Joan Cook on 
866278. 

 review notes&notices 
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BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT COURSE 
SPRING 1998 

Wanted: volunteers for the Monday hospice 
telephone helpline. 

The course will cover all aspects of 
bereavement support but particularly telephone 
skills. This work can be emotionally 
demanding and although comprehensive 
training is given you are advised not to apply if 
you have a recent bereavement. Please apply to 
Carol Livingston, voluntary services co-
ordinator, The Hospice of St Francis, 27 
Shrublands Road, Berkhamsted (telephone 
862960). 

DRUGLINK 

We are a community based charity based in 
Berkhamsted. We offer counselling, advice and 
information to people with alcohol and drug 
related problems.  Our services are free and 
confidential.  We offer a variety of services 
including; individual counselling, group 
therapy, support for friends and families and 
advice on nutrition and relaxation techniques. 
Our opening hours are 10:00am - 5:00pm on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, and 
11:00am - 7:00pm on Wednesday. Anyone is 
welcome to drop in for a coffee or tea and a 
chat. 

As the focus project is primarily staffed by 
volunteers we are always on the look out for 
new volunteers.  We would be interested to 
hear from anyone who has time to spare 
especially in the late afternoons / early 
evenings.  No experience is necessary but an 
empathy with the problems of alcohol and drug 
abuse would be a help.  For further information 
please ring 876255. 

OXFAM - CHILDREN’S WEAR EVENT 

This is an advance notice for all bargain 
conscious parents! The next Oxfam children’s 
wear event will be held on Thursday, 11th 
September at the Civic Centre, Berkhamsted, 
commencing at 9:30am. All the winter stock 
will be available, plus a selection of books and 
toys, so keep the date free and come and 
support the good cause to our mutual  

BERKHAMSTED W.I. 

At the meeting in June the 
Institute learnt that the craft 
section entry in the 
Hertfordshire Show had won a 
red star. It was a story bag on 
the book Mr Magnolia and it 
has since been presented to the 

Hertfordshire Education Authority for use in 
teacher training or in nursery or primary 
schools. 

We also had an interesting account of the 
Triennial General Meeting at Birmingham from 
our two delegates, Mrs Olive Odell and Mrs Jill 
Blumsom. Mrs Jean Gale reported on a visit by 
members to Waterperry gardens, as part of a 
group outing. Two members have also attended 
a CVS luncheon in Berkhamsted. 

Our speakers, Mrs Hilary Campbell and 
Mrs Ann Piercy told us how we could keep 
ourselves healthy by taking care of what we eat 
- plenty of fresh vegetables and fruit - and by 
looking carefully at ingredients on the labels of 
packets and tins. A great deal of our health was 
in our own hands. Swimming and walking were 
good exercise for the body and exercise for the 
mind was an integral part of good health. 
Remember - if you don’t use it, you could lose 
it!! Mrs Pratt, Mrs Nicholas and Mrs Orchard 
received tokens or spoons having gained the 
requisite points in the monthly competitions.  

Members held a coffee morning in June, 
the proceeds of which went to the bursary fund. 

Our next meeting is on 20th August at 
7:30pm in the Gable Hall, Prince Edward 
Street, Berkhamsted. The subject is Come and 
be Quizzed - an in-house quiz. All are very 
welcome. 

BERKHAMSTED CASTLE W.I. 

It was a lovely surprise to begin our July 
meeting when our president Liz Baxendale 
introduced us to six small boys and girls 
accompanied by their teacher from Victoria 
School to receive the book bag and contents 
which had been made by the craft group for 
exhibition at the Herts County Show. 

After the retreat of these little people 
clasping their new treasures for their school we 
dealt with the usual business matters. It was 
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agreed that we had a most successful outing 
joining other members from Group 7 for a visit 
to Waterperry Gardens at Wheatley. 

Our speaker this month was Miss Cynthia 
Groves, county craft adviser, who gave us a 
most interesting talk entitled Talking Craft. She 
brought along some exquisite items that she 
had made which included soft toys, ribbon 
weaving, basketry, machine embroidery and 
Swiss straw lace. An appreciation was given by 
Janet Mitchell. 

Our town topic this month was a discussion 
on the proposed closure of the children’s ward 
at Hemel Hempstead general hospital. This 
matter will be investigated by our W.I. for an 
up to date report. 

Next month we look forward to meeting 
Mrs D.M. Hulbert and her subject The Lake 
District on 1st August at 2:00pm at the Court 
House, Berkhamsted. 

New members and visitors are most 
welcome. Do come and join us for an enjoyable 
afternoon. 

NORTHCHURCH W.I. 

The Northchurch W.I. members enjoyed a talk 
by Mr Nicholls on the memoirs of a village 
grocer. His main shop had been in Wendover 
and his customers had included several prime 
ministers and people in the entertainment 
world. His anecdotes concerning them were 
very revealing and in some cases quite 
hilarious. Another speaker gave us information 
on Bletchley Park which is now open to 
visitors on some days throughout the year and 
well worth a visit. 

The Northchurch W.I. meets every second 
Monday in the month at 7:45pm in the 
Northchurch social centre, and visitors are very 
welcome.  

 

TELL US WHAT’S HAPPENING! 
The Review is your mouthpiece - use it to tell people what’s happening in the town. If 
you’re arranging an event then publicise it in the magazine - and tell us about it 
afterwards! Our Notes & Notices section is open to all non-profit making events whether 
organised by a church group or elsewhere in the community. And if you can provide us 
with illustrations - photographs, drawings, anything you like - so much the better! (we will 
of course return all such materials). 
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All services at normal times unless stated. 

AUGUST 
17 3:00pm Parish Rounders afternoon in Butts Meadow, 
  followed by a barbecue. 
31 11:00am Induction of Rev Martin Turner as Methodist All Saints’ 
  Minister; to be conducted by Rev Garth Rogers, 
  Chairman of the London NW District 

SEPTEMBER 
7 6:30pm Methodist Evening Service - Circuit Rally led 
  by Rev Martin Turner All Saints’ 
11  All Saints’ Area Committee 
12  St Peter’s Area Committee 
20  Ecumenical Breakfast & Prayers at Kings Road 
  Evangelical Church 

Baptisms 
St Peter’s 8 June Nathan Liam Clare, Joshua Luke Clare, Tamara Jane Sells 
 15 June Christina Helen Apthorp, Peter Ian Cowell, Joshua Guido Glascock 

Weddings (St Peter’s) 
4 July Paul James Roberts & Claire Fiona Mary Sadler 
5 July Conan Alfred Butcher & Linda Susan Gallagher 
5 July Michael Keith Prior & Joanne Brown 
31 May Helen Mary Whittaker & Michael James Clarke 

Funerals 
11 June Dorothea Ellen Hannah Hazel The Chilterns Crematorium 
17 June Gwendoline Hannah Smoker St Peter’s (The Chilterns Crematorium) 
20 June Robert James Blandamer The Chilterns Crematorium 

 review diary 

 

 review registers 
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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS 1997-98 
The churchwardens and PCC members for 1997-98 are: (phone numbers in brackets) 

Churchwardens: Christopher Green (863241) and John Banks (871195) 
Deputy wardens: Barbara Conway (865798) and Michael Limbrick (863008) 
Deanery Synod  Eric Brown (864077), Alan Conway (865798), Joan Cook (866278), 
 members * Douglas Billington (866038), Ian McCalla (871765) 
PCC members: Frank Allum (866764), David Crawley (871495), Martin Macdonald 
  (872002), Christopher Morris (866992), Michael Robinson (863559), 
  Tony Roberts (865679), Chris Smalley (826821), John Malcolm (874993), 
  Chris Dipper (873006), Oliver Garland (864066), Peter McMunn (874894), 
  Jenny Wells (870981). 

Area Committees: St Peter’s  All Saints’ 
(additional to PCC) Marjorie Bowden (871283) Graham Harris (873974) 
 John Cook (866278)  Tim Hennessey (865729) 
 Libby Grundy (875814) Isobel Saffrey (873192) 
 Keith Middleditch (862423) Philip Wilton (875147) 
 Angela Morris (866992) 
 Priscilla Watt (863804) 

Further information on parish activities and personnel may be obtained from the parish office (secretary: 
Jean Green 878227) which is usually open 9:30am-5:30pm Tues/Wed and 9:30-1pm Friday (ansaphone at 
other times). Any parishioner may attend PCC meetings as an observer subject to notifying the PCC 
secretary in advance of their wishing to do so. Deanery Synod members marked * are ex-officio members of 
the PCC. 

 

K. D. WRIGHT 
INTERIOR and EXTERIOR  

PAINTING AND 
DECORATING 

CRAFTSMAN QUALITY 
for the usual and unusual 

ADVICE and FREE ESTIMATE 

24 Shrublands Avenue 
Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3JH 

Tel. 871846 (after 6pm) 

 

DAVID GIDDINGS 

LANDSCAPES 

Qualified Plantsman 
Garden Construction 

Planting 
Aftercare 

Berkhamsted 

Tel: 871018 
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The Revd Mark Bonney, The Rectory, Rectory Lane.  Tel: 864194 (day off Monday) 
The Revd Robin Figg, All Saints’ House, Shrublands Road.  Tel: 866161 (day off Monday) 
The Revd Canon Basil Jones (Hon.Asst.Priest), 17 Lochnell Road.  Tel: 864485 
The Revd Jim Lawrenson (Hon.Asst.Priest), Downside, 7 Torrington Road.  Tel: 865999 
The Revd Preb Stephen Wells (Hon.Asst.Priest), 57 Meadow Road.  Tel: 870981 
Miss Marjorie Bowden (Reader), 16 Broadwater.  Tel: 871283 
Mrs Joan Cook (Reader), The Gardeners Arms, Castle Street.  Tel: 866278 
John Malcolm (Reader), Landswood, Shootersway.  Tel: 874993 
Tom Montague (Reader), 27 Hill View.  Tel: 875320 
Mrs Jenny Wells (Reader), 57 Meadow Road.  Tel: 870981 
Parish Secretary: Mrs Jean Green, The Parish Office, The Court House  Tel: 878227 
Churchwardens: Christopher Green, 17 Cowper Road.  Tel: 863241; 
  John Banks, Ladybrand, Cross Oak Road.  Tel: 871195 
Parochial Church  Secretary: Alan Conway, 7 Kilfillan Gardens.  Tel: 865798 
                  Council:  Treasurer: Michael Robinson, 36 Trevelyan Way.  Tel: 863559 

Assistant Director of Music: Mrs Jean Wild. 866859 
Organist: Mrs Jean Cooper.  Tel: 874088 
Sundays  Weekdays 
8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sun Rite B) Holy Communion 
9.30am Family Sung Eucharist with   Wednesday 6.45am 
 Sunday Schools (in the Court  Thursday 11.00am 
 House) followed by coffee in  Friday 9.15am 
 the Court House. Morning Prayer: Tues-Sat 7:30am 
11.15am Matins & Sermon (lst Sunday only) Evening Prayer:  Tues-Fri 5:30pm 
6.00pm Evensong & Sermon Holy Days - see weekly Notices 
(except lst Sunday see All Saints’) Matins & Evensong said daily 
Confessions:  After Saturday Evening Prayer (5.00pm) or at other times by appointment. 
Weddings, Banns of Marriage, Baptisms, Funerals 
Please contact Father Mark Bonney. 
Bellringers (St Peter’s): Miss Priscilla Watt, 9 Kings Road.  Tel: 863804 

Organist: Mrs Valerie McCalla  Tel: 384574   Choirmaster: Peter McMunn  Tel: 874894 
Sundays 
8.00am Holy Communion (lst Sunday - Methodist rite) 
9.15am Family Sung Eucharist & Sunday Schools, then coffee in the Hall 
11.00am (Methodist Morning Service) 
6.30pm Evening Service (1st Sunday - Anglican rite, other Sundays Methodist rite) 
Weekdays 
Holy Communion:  Tuesday 9.30am          Holy Days - see weekly Notices 
(All Saints’ is shared with the Berkhamsted Methodist Church) 

Published by Berkhamsted St Peter Parochial Church Council 
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