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In this 1ssue...

Welcome to the January 2017 edition of Your Berkhamsted. Now all the
festivities are over and a New Year started, some of us will be looking at
what we want in 2017 — this could be a resolution or two — please see page
3 for kick-starting your New Year. Also there is information on where to
recycle all things Christmassy. As promised, we have very moving eulogy to David
Pearce, who was an outstanding figure within Berkhamsted and will be missed; it is a
very poignant read by Father Tim. I have reviewed a recent book launch, for Julie
Mayhew’s latest book, a great night exploring Russian literature. Our what’s on page
shows events in January in and around Berkhamsted, also look out for YB tweets on
@Yourberkhamsted. Please see email below and get in touch if there are any ideas or
stories you may have, either to publish or additions/changes to the magazine for
consideration.

Jacqueline, Editor
editor@yourberkhamsted.org.uk
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Front cover: Thank you Andrew Dixon for the lovely picture of the snow covered
canal. See Andrew’s work on http://andrewcochranedixon.com
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any statements in them rests solely with the individual contributor.



Kick Start your New Year!

Julian Dawson is unable to do his regular
slot this month and will be resuming
Berkhamsted in the News from February.

Now it is the New Year! Do you want to
change a habit? Lose weight. Exercise
more. De-clutter. It will normally take
about 21 days to change/start a new
habit.

Here are some hints and tips and local
resources to assist you.

Lose weight

® Eat plenty of vegetables to help you
feel full.

® Drink plenty of water.

® Stay busy sometimes boredom can
create the urge to eat

® Sit down and eat, don’t eat on the go
® Don't skip meals

® Join a slimming club

Slimming World

Sacred Heart Church, Park Street, Berk-
hamsted, Hertfordshire, HP4 1HX
Mondays - 7:30pm

Linda - 07921 512596

Weight Watchers

Civic Centre

161/163 High Street, Berkhamsted, HP4
3HB

Tuesday - 9.45am

Angie Ross - 03456777788

Berkhamsted Town Hall

196 High Street, Berkhamsted, HP4 3AP
Monday - 6.45pm

Rebecca Trowbridge

03456777788

Exercise more

® You do not have to spend hoursin a
gym — 30 mins; 3 times a week is a good
start. This can improve your mental and
emotional health.

® Don’t beat yourself up if you miss a
day — just start the next day.

® Keep your expectations real — don’t
expect too much too soon.

® Too busy —just bursts of 10/15 mins
can help

® Too tired — energy begets energy and
with regular exercise you will start to feel
energised

® Do something you enjoy — walking,
swimming or a team sport
Join a club or sports centre

Sportspace Berkhamsted

Lagley Meadow, Douglass Gardens
Berkhamsted

Hertfordshire

HP4 3QQ

01442 507100
www.sportspace.co.uk/sportspace-
berkhamsted




Eleven Plus Test
Preparation, Maths
and English tuition.

Holiday courses available.

Tuition tailored to suit your child’s
1] v | Ty

learning needs,
after school and
on Saturdays

g3

Pen and Ink |,
Tuition ‘

25 High Street, Chesham, Bucks HPS 1BG
01494 773300

David Giddings
Landscapes

01525 220 912
07811 972 525

www.penandinktuition.co.uk |
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Luxury heated accomrmodation for your dog
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01442 8248586

01494 784 448

FLUMBING
ELECTRICAL
HANDYMAN

* Friendly advice
« Discount club
* Free estimales

www.the50plus.co.uk
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The Fitness Society

172-176 High Street,
Berkhamsted,

Hertfordshire,

HP4 3AP

01442 878000
info@thefitnesssociety.co.uk

Chapel Gym

The Chapel,

Chapel Street,
Berkhamsted.

HP4 2EA

01442 866685
info@thechapelgym.co.uk

The Health Hub

Northbridge Road

Berkhamsted,

HP4 1EH

01442 862565 info@thehealthhub.net

Drawings of Berkhamsted by Jenni
Cator, Art at 88,
88 High Street,
Berkhamsted, HP4 2BW Tel. 01442
769110 info@artat88.co.uk.

Back Pain, Aching Neck or Shoulders?
Then book a treatment with

Ray Denny Holistic Massage

Therapist
Advanced NO HANDS® Practitioner

And Give yourself the chance to relax and De-stress

vy

NO HANDS"

Tz ey Pdoss oo

T: 07932 155 110
ray@wellbeingandsuccess.com

De-clutter
® Visualise your tidy room
®  Make lists per room:-

® |tems needed

® To be repaired

® To be replaced

® Designate a place for incoming pa-
pers, as they often account for a lot of
our clutter. Use and inbox and then ac-
tion, file or throw. Try and keep this up
on a weekly basis. More often if possible.

® Start one room at a time and one
area at a time. Do the bin/recycle, keep
and action rule — have a box/bag for each.
Action could be repair, not sure, recycle?
Create a “maybe” box — there are things
you may not use, but think you might
want it or need it someday and you can-
not bear to get rid of it — yet anyway!
Revisit this box often. Pull everything out
of a drawer or cupboard — this will help
you put back only what you need/want.

Tocolo Litd

Mon - Surgical Facial Rejuvenalian

Wendy Cousins
Clinical Prachitioner

Basad b Hartlordshine
Cal P o Tree consuliafion amd e
obligation guobe. Marley Street frained.

07324 5583735
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Abbey

The Abbeviield (Berkhamsied and Hemel
Iempstead) Socivty Limiied

Independent but unhappy living alone?
Abbeyfeld provide sory shelterad houses a
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PETER D HANNABY

Painter and Decorator

Interior and exterior
work undertaken.

For competitive
quotations
please call:

mbl: 07765 250092
home: 01442 288956

T.A. LINGARD
MOTORS

BILLET LANE
BERKHAMSTED
Tel: Berkhamsted 871911

m WELDING

m SERVICING

m BREAKDOWN
RECOVERY

m BODY REPAIRS

i WillKimberley

/\;n), Garden Services

01442 255784

* Grass cutting

* Hedge trimming

* Patios cleaned

* Gutters cleared

+ All cuttings and
clippings removed

* References available

Why not phone for a quote?
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Berkhamsted Berkhamsted
Carpet Cleaning Oven Cleaning
Ltd Ltd

carpets complete valet service for

oriental rugs all ovens, hobs
upholstery and extractors

- residential & commercial

- professional - good value

+ fully insured

David Green
01442 876622
0788 405 8795

Berkhamsted
Herts HP4 3JE
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- professional - good value
« fully insured

David Green
01442 876622
0788 405 8795

Berkhamsted
Herts HP4 3JE




What’s on

Berkhamsted Artisans, Arts & Crafts
Market (1% Saturday every month)
10am to 4pm. The Town Hall, 196 High
Street, Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 3AP
Through the double doors above
Carluccio’s on the High St. Lift access at
back. If you would like a stall contact
Claire - Mob: 07968 627 179; Email:
berkhamstedmarket@hotmail.co.uk;
www.greatmarkets@vpweb.co.uk

Tring Farmers Market (Alternate
Saturdays). The Marketplace, Brook
Street, Tring 9.00am - 12.15pm. Tring
Farmers Market promotes local food for
local people For more info email:
enquiries@tringfarmersmarket.co.uk
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For Ashridge and a full list of events
please visit www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
ashridge or to book your place contact
the Visitor Centre on 01442 851227 or
Ashridge@nationaltrust.org.uk— Latest
events below

1* Jan @ 10am to 3.30pm - Children’s
Christmas Trail. Follow the Christmas
trail to join Robin as he visits woodland
creatures' homes and collect a present at
the end. This event is for children and
families. Dogs on leads are welcome.
Meet at Visitor Centre and collect your
trail. Child £3.

1* to 9th Jan Feb @ 10am to 3.30pm -
Christmas Pudding Walk - Follow the
puddings on this way-marked route
through the woodland. A gentle walk for
adults through Old Copse then back to
meet up with Monument Drive.

Not suitable for children. Dogs on leads
are welcome. Meet at Visitor Centre.

1% Jan to 24" Feb @ 10am to 5pm —
Capability Brown Anniversary Exhibition
- Come and admire Capability Brown's
work at Ashridge in this fascinating
exhibition. An extensive exhibition of
Capability Brown's life and works with
special reference to his work on the
Ashridge Estate. Children are welcome
with accompanying adults. Dogs on leads
are welcome. Meet at Visitor Centre.
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Sat, 7th January @11-4pm Frithsden
Vineyard Opening Day. Open for the
season, Tartiflette & green salad.
Homemade Cakes, Launch of our Rosé
Fizz. Sale on selected items. NO BOOKING
REQUIRED. 01442 878723

Tues, 10" Jan @ 8pm - Encaustic wax
painting. A demonstration of painting in
encaustic wax by Phil Madley. Civic
Centre.
www.berkhamstedartsociety.co.uk Subs
£20, visitors £3 on the door, no DC

Weds, 11" Jan @ 8pm - Your Ancestors in
Ireland 1818-1848. Society member
Stephen Lally describes the dreadful life
leading up to the Great Famine. Town
Hall. www.berkhamsted-history.org.uk
Annual sub: joint £12, single £7, visitors
£2.50 (no conc); DC.
KSherw9100@aol.com 865158

(Continued on page 8)



Sat, 14" Jan @ 8pm - Mark Nightingale
Quintet “John Dankworth Charts”

Mark Nightingale (tbn), Andy Panayl (ts),
John Horler (p), Alec Dankworth (b), Jim
Hart (d). Civic Centre.
www.berkhamstedjazz.co.uk Visitors £13,
members £10. Annual: couples £15, sin-
gles £10. DC. SAE to Berkhamsted Jazz, 6
Longfield Gardens, Tring HP23 4DN.
bjazztickets@gmail.com 824173

Sun, 15t January @ 7pm - Chroma
Chamber Ensemble Presents: On an
Overgrown Path Join us as we revisit the
overgrown forests of Bohemia with more
music for the fabulous combination of
violin, cello and accordion. From new
arrangements of Janacek’s exquisite pi-
ano work On an Overgrown Path,
Dvorak’s Cypresses and Smetena’s amaz-
ing string quartet “From my Life” to Bar-
tok’s dramatic Rhapsody and more Horos
and dances from Romania - Chroma musi-
cians Dave Le Page, lan Watson and Clare
O’Connell take you back to a vanishing
world. The Greene Room at the Kings
Arms, Berkhamsted. concert tickets: £15/
£12 concs CHROMA Going Steady/
Confetti Friends £13/£10. To book: email
chroma.concerts@me.com

or available to purchase from Luminous
and Vogue 24 Lower Kings Road (cash or
cheques only)
http://www.chromaensemble.co.uk

Mon, 16 and Tues, 17 @ 8pm - Hail, Cae-
sar! 50s Hollywood from the Coen broth-
ers and an all-star cast. A studio fixer has
to keep several films in production and
the stars free from controversy.

Dirs: Joel & Ethan Coen/2016/USA,UK/
Cert/106min. Civic Centre.

www.berkhamstedfilmsociety.co.uk An-
nual sub: joint £65, single £35, visitors £5
at door (no conc). 863155

Sun, 22™ @ 3pm - The Sleeping Beauty —
The Bolshoi’s younger generation in a live
screening. Vyne Theatre, Berkhamsted
Arts Centre, Northbridge Road. £16.50.
www.berkhamstedartcentre.co.uk

Mon, 23" Jan to Mon, 3" Apr @
10.30am to 12.30pm - Understanding
Islam with novels as a resource. Study
novels to extend your knowledge and
understanding of Islam in today’s inter-
connected world. Friends Meeting
House. www.weaberkhamsted.co.uk
£73.50 for 10 sessions. 872432

Mon, 23" @ 7.45pm - Bronze Age Bodily
Ornament. Dr Neil Wilkin, Curator, Euro-
pean Bronze Age, Dept of Prehistory,
Europe and Britain, The British Museum.
Music Room, Berkhamsted School.
www.berkhamstedarchaeology.co.uk
Annual sub £15, Family £17.50, junior £5.
Members £1, visitors £3, DC. 254801

Tues, 24" Jan to Tues, 4™ Apr @ 10.30am
—12.30pm - Russia: Stalin to Putin.

Study the history of post-war Russia. Can
Russia escape its past? Friends Meeting
House. www.weaberkhamsted.co.uk
£73.50 for 10 sessions. 872432

Mon, 30" to Tues, 31*' @ 8pm - Like
Father, Like Son. Drama. Two very differ-
ent families learn that their 6-year-old
boys were inadvertently swapped at birth
and agree to swap them back.

Dir: Hirokazu Kore-eda/2013/Japan/Cert
PG/121min/Subtitles. Civic Centre.
www.berkhamstedfilmsociety.co.uk An-
nual sub: joint £65, single £35, visitors £5
at door (no conc). 863155




Book Review
by John Gerry

The Neapolitan novels by Elena Ferrante (a pseudonym )

| didn’t think | would ever be so gripped by a

ELENA quartet of books (a

FERRANTE guadrology ?) describing a life-long friendship be-
tween two ltalian girls, but | was utterly wrong.
My daughter brought the first book to my atten-

THE NEAPOLETAN NOVELS . X .
g tion, and that was it! One book rapidly followed
My Brsiliant Friend the other as | became totally absorbed: sleep
e Story of a New Name tended to go out of the window as | found it

harder and harder to put the books down.

" The Neapolitan novels follow Elena Greco and Lila
Cerullo through a turbulent life. Beginning in a
very poor suburb of Naples, the two girls are vari-

|ously best friends and fierce rivals. The bookish
Elena always feels that the unconventional and
rebellious Lila could outshine her if she tried. Lila never leaves Naples and
develops a shoe manufacturing business whilst Elena “escapes” to Rome
and a life as a successful novelist.

The plot is complex and cleverly interwoven: seemingly insignificant items

erupt with new meaning later in the books. Sex, marriage, infidelity, poli-

tics and death are the background to this story of friendship. The lives of
the two women, as well as their children and their men, are bound to-
gether right to the sad end of the final book where the issues of death and
old age are fearlessly confronted.

Through this five decades of personal, social and political history shines

Ferrante’s wonderful lucid and descriptive prose that draws you inexorably

on to devour the next chapter. This is a “must”read.

My Brilliant Friend ( 2012)

The Story of a New Name ( 2013)

Those Who Leave and Those Who Stay (2014)
The Story of a Lost Child ( 2015)
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Post Christmas recycling

Bring your real Christmas tree to one of our chipping points on Sunday 8 January 2017 so

it can be turned into plant bedding:

L Berkhamsted: Water Lane Car Park (behind Tesco Store), HP4 3AP. 9.30am —
4pm.

L Hemel Hempstead: Dacorum Borough Council Cupid Green Depot, HP2 7BA.
9.30am —4pm.

. Tring: Tring Garden Centre, HP23 5HF. 10.30am — 4.30pm*

*This is a drop-off point. Chippings can be collected from here on Monday 9 January

9.30am —12.30pm.

If you would like your Christmas tree chippings back to protect against weeds in your

garden, please remember to bring your own bag. Any unclaimed chippings will be made

into compost.

Missed the date? You can also take your tree to the Household Waste Recycling Centre

on Eastman Way, Hemel Hempstead or Northbridge Road, Berkhamsted. Trees left at

any other recycling sites will be treated as fly-tipping and you could be prosecuted.

Can’t get your tree to a recycling site?

If you live in Tring or Berkhamsted, 1st Tring Scouts and 1st Berkhamsted Scout groups

are offering to collect trees from your home for a minimum donation to the scout

groups.

For a collection from Berkhamsted (not including Northchurch or surrounding villages)

please leave a message on 07910 937497 or email 1stberkotrees@googlemail.com.

For a tree collection from Tring or Aldbury, please email tringscoutsxmas-

trees@hotmail.com.

For a tree collection from Potten End or Frithsden, please email scoutxmastreerecy-

cle@gmail.com.

Christmas recycling—Christmas cards, including all greeting cards and wrapping paper
without glitter or three dimensional decorations, can be recycled in the blue-lidded bin.
You can also recycle biscuit and sweet tins and plastic boxes, too.

Household items that cannot be recycled or reused should go in your grey wheeled bin.
For example:

Glittery wrapping paper and embellished Christmas cards
Decorative ribbons and bows

Individual plastic sweet wrappers

Plastic carrier bags/Cling film and polystyrene (such as meat trays)
Used candles

Cooking fat and gravy

Broken decorations, baubles, tinsel and artificial Christmas trees
Pet bedding.
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There are some things we are unable to recycle and should not be put it your grey-lidded
bin. These items should be taken to the Household Waste Recycling centre:

®  Broken electrical items, including Christmas tree lights

®  Used batteries
® Paint.

Helping Hands
T Howm o specohets r Do you need a Helping Hand?

Em. 1349

If you are looking for an alternative to
resldentlal care or extro support for those
everyday Lasks that are becoming difficult
fior you or a loved one — then we're here
to help - from 30 minutes per week to
Live-in Care.

Our Berkhamstead care team hos boan
prowiding award winning gualily homecare
since 1989 and can help with: personal
care, housskeeping, help getting around
ar even to provide a break to an existing
farnily member or care-giver,

To find out how we can help you,
kM | ol S call: 01727 701 461 or
'Gj visit: www.helpinghands.co.uk
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b AELANH
= b e E




12

Julie Mayhew

| recently went to a ‘Tales from Russia’
night at Waterstones, which was to
launch Julie Mayhew’s latest book,
Mother Tongue. The story is about a
young Russian girl rebuilding her life
after a terrorist attack. It was a delight-
ful evening encompassing everything
Russian including tea with jam and
lovely cakes and sweets. Actors
Melissa Berry and Adrian Scarborough
joined Julie and read stories from Rus-
sian folklore and the country’s most
celebrated
writers
such as
Chekhov
and Push-
kin.

This event
was one to
ease read-
ers into the
world of Russian literature —and two to
raise cash for Naked Heart,
http://www.nakedheart.org/en/

the charity started by supermodel Na-
talia Vodianova in the wake of the 2004
Beslan School siege (the real life event
that features in Mother

Tongue’s opening chapters). This was a
success, | myself want to know more
about Russian literature and more im-
portantly £343 was raised for the
charity.

Her previous novel, The Big Lie, explor-
ing what life would be like for girls in
present-day Britain if the Nazis had
won WW?2, was published to critical
acclaim in 2015, nominated for both
the 2016 CILIP Carnegie Medal and

- Book Launch

Peters Book of the Year, and won the
2015 Sidewise Award for Alternate His-
tory. Her debut Red Ink, set in London
and Crete, was nominated for the 2014
CILIP Carnegie Medal and shortlisted for
the 2014 Branford Boase Award.

THE DAY OF KNOWLEDGE

I’'m going to speak to you in Russian. If |
speak in English, | won’t know enough
words. In the language of home, | know
too many.

| got up early that day — neither light nor
dawn. Word had spread the night before
that the Day of Knowledge ceremony
would begin one hour earlier than ex-
pected. | took the call. Everyone knew to
speak to me, and not Mama. They had
forgotten that | was Nika’s sister. After-
wards, they remembered. Afterwards, it
was an important distinction. | became a
child again then, not a mother, so what
would | know about pain?

My alarm went off and the moment that
it did Nika was jumping on my bed. We
shared a room. In that way we were like
sisters. On one side: Nika’s Barbie dolls,
an alphabet poster, a mug of coloured
pens. On my side: stacks of Elle Girl and
Oops! magazine, a basket of stubby
make-up. | had my latest collection of
books from Yelena across the hall, not yet
explored. | was hoping for more tales of
romance but could see at least one dysto-
pia in the pile. Nika stopped jumping —
dropped the whole weight of her warm
body on top of me. | pulled her close,
squeezed a breath from her, then let her
go. Today, | thought, in one small sense,
is the day | can let her go.



Nika and | had been looking forward to
the first day of school all summer. For
different reasons. Nika said hers out loud,
mine were kept wrapped in paper. | was
her protector and that meant saving her
from the ugliest of my thoughts too. | am
drowning, Nika, my mind cried, | am so
desperate for someone to share the
weight of you. | was ready for that day,
you understand. My little sister had been
my responsibility for a long time. But,
please, also understand that | loved her
with all my heart. | loved her more than
anything else in the world. More than my
brothers. More than Papa. More than
Mama. But when she started school, |
would have some time to myself during
the day. Time to work out what | was go-
ing to do with the rest of my life. The
thing we did agree on, the thing that we
could both say aloud, was that July and
August needed to hurry up and end.
Those months were there only to infuri-
ate us and keep September out of reach.

Nika was giggling, chattering, full of en-
ergy. She kept saying that she had woken
up ‘bigger’.

‘l am older today,’ she said, as if some-
one had cast a spell overnight. Or re-
moved one, perhaps. | knew that this
could happen, because it had already. To
me. When newborn Nika came home
from the hospital but Mama stayed —
abracadabra! A fizz and a pouf! — | be-
came older. But there was no change in
Nika that | could see — long, black hair, a
buttery scent to her skin, a tilt to her
head that meant one of her beautiful
eyes was always ready to pin you down
and make you do as she asked. Still a
baby-girl though. She had Zaychik in her
hand as she bounced about on my mat-
tress that morning. Little bunny had come
home with her from the hospital in lieu of
Mama. It had been there from the start.
Patches of its fur were worn away with
love.

http://www.juliemayhew.co.uk

M) Electrical Engineering Ltd

HICEI Approved Electrical Contractar

An established family business with courtecus, prompt serdics,
covering Beds, Bucks & Herts for more information
please visit our websile or contact Mike

= 01296 630703

Wb www.mj-electrical.co.uk

Email:  mcrockett®mi-electrical.co.uk
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Your Berkhamsted Clergy
DAVID PEARCE R.I.P.

David Rodney Aubrey Pearce: DRAP to
generations of his pupils. As his faithful
colleague & long-time friend was JAD...
DRAP & Jad...the English dept. at Berk-
hamsted School for well over 30 yrs,
always accompanied by the faithful &
highly intelligent skeleton of an ape
hanging by his desk... He once said, “
DRAP” is an unexceptionable name,
except that there is an obvious rhyming
alternative that led the boys sometimes
to refer to me as Colin: .....work that
out at home Fr”.....

Today, | have the unenviable task of
doing the impossible, of fitting DRAP’s
life into a mere 15 mins or so.....Indeed
| suggested to David that at least two of
my esteemed predecessors might give
the sermon, but he would have none of
it. Wagging his finger.....”l want you to
do it: firm handshake & no nonsense

Many here will have memories enough
to fill a book of this remarkable man
who joined Berk School as a young mar-
ried teacher, causing shock & disbelief
in the largely bachelor Common Room
back in those days. This same Pearce
loved the school & this town so much
that he & Liz stayed on into retirement.

David was educated at St Edmund’s
School Canterbury where he was
known as “the Bishop” due to his sense
of calling to be a priest from an early
age. He decided that he needed A level

Greek but a single student was not
enough to warrant that being in the
syllabus. In his own inimitable style he
changed all that by causing an explosion
in the Science Labs: so Greek was then
made available. And | suspect that from
an early age he was used to getting his
own way! But it was at this school, whilst
being taught by masters who had served
in the Great War & were full of shrapnel
& terrifying eccentricities, whom he
deeply admired, these formed the model
for his own style of school-mastering.

| wonder how many of you know this little
snippet????

David was offered a place to study theol-
ogy at Lincoln College, Oxford but chose
to read English at St Edmund Hall instead.
Eventually he was sent for a clergy selec-
tion conference which he passed & the
path was set for theological college &
ordination....Well not quite...

A young girl called Liz whom he had
known since age of 16, whom he married
at 22, rather put a spanner in the works.
His sponsoring Bishop disapproved of him
so doing without his divine permission
You can imagine what Pearce said about
that!....SO that changed the course of
David’s life.

Married & penniless in Dec 1960 David
obtained the post of head of English- just
with a term’s teaching in a Secondary
Modern under his belt. As Head of English
at Stanbridge Earls, Romsey, as you might
expect, the young Pearce made his
mark...



He was in charge of cricket & hockey, ran
a boarding house, took Confirmation
classes (the bishop you see) & produced
many school plays. He became infamous
for his outdoor productions, not least
Henry V with swords & a cannon made
from a drain pipe which exploded at the
dress rehearsal dispensing shrapnel to all
around- no Health & Safety back then.

Here too were born 3 of his 4 children.
In 1966 he came to Berkhamsted School
where he stayed for 33 yrs. Here was a
life full & rich as Head of English, as
housemaster, boarding master looking
after 50 boys....always with Liz at hand.

“Cane any?” | once asked — “Remember
walloping them all in Incent’s one eve-
ning...l...(pause & warm smile.)....... "
Great days”.

David was richly blessed with gifts of lan-
guage, a wide-range of interests & a zest
for life. His contributions to the school, to
the church, & to the town with his many
& various interests were a source of pure
joy for so many... His style was legendary
as he enthused people with his belief in
“buoyancy” dear boy: you must be
buoyant!

As if all this wasn’t enough, acting as Dr
Aubrey in “Brief Lives”, an old man with
a straggling beard, messy habits & a
chamber pot...Objections from ever pa-
tient Liz no doubt!... Long distance cycle
rides even when he should have known
better, going to the top of masts & rig-
ging of sailing ships: he seemed unstop-
pable.

In addition to all that, in retirement the
vocation to serve in the Church, first in
the ringing chamber & then as Church-
warden here at St.Peter’s. In this latter
role he was a wise counsellor & a huge
support to Fr Bowie, my predecessor,
as well as to myself. In this role his
warmth of greeting to newcomers
swept them up into the life of the
Church- shades of the bishop with his
staff pulling people in...making them
feel wanted & at home here.

Added to which was his life-long love of
bee keeping and the Graham Greene
Birthplace Trust which, with 2 others he
co-founded, along with his founding
membership of Friends of St Peter’s ,
his talks to the men of Kent association
& so many other groups at which he
spoke, usually without a note in hand.
All of this came from his deep knowl-
edge & love of all things local, delivered
with his puckish humour & sharp wit.

And then of course, there is his poetry,
his sonnets, his deep personal thoughts
as he wrestled with cancer these past 2
yrs, writing furiously almost until then
end.

Yet who was David Pearce the man
beneath the extrovert showman?

Married to Liz for over 55yrs, he was
father to four children & grandpa,
offering wisdom & encouragement
wrapped around with a deep, deep love
for them all & his own special humour
& sheer joy at family gatherings. From
the toys he made them when younger,
the fun & joy that he gave, not least

Cont’d page 16
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at one of the last family gatherings
stretched out on the grass at midnight &
looking up at the stars.....All of this under-
pinned with his lasting legacy to, “live life
to the full, seize every opportunity &

above all, to go
GLORIOUSLY” .

And yet, at the deepest level, who was
he?

If we wish to discover what made him tick
then we need to consider the readings he
has laid out for us in this service.....\What
might they tells us about DRAP?

Hypocrisy, can’t, toadying of any sort was
anathema.

From that first reading, the appearance of
“Mr Honest” is no mere coincidence
....Even if he did not always achieve it, this
was clearly his goal.

To be honest is to be loyal to the truth as
you know it. It means to speak the truth
whenever you speak, and not to mislead
others by your silence when you choose
not to speak. None of us does this per-
fectly, and I'm sure David had his share of
failings. But his life was marked by a per-
sistent pursuit of truthful speaking and
loyalty to others, and that gives us ample
reason today for gratitude to almighty
God.

Yet there is more, hinted at in the Pil-
grim’s Progress & made sharper by the
Gospel reading.... “Grace reigns”.....

A confidence in God’s gracious love & in
that vision of God’s glory which is Christ’s
promise to every pilgrim. Apart from
buoyancy, GLORY was his other favourite

word, the glory of God.

Here is Christian hope & confidence
which allowed David to approach death
without fear... So what is this so-called
“GLORY?”

He deliberately called this part of the ser-
vice “the Firm handshake.” “Tell ‘em as it
is, no holes barred Fr”....

David’s hope was based on the true un-
derstanding of what happens to us when
we die. It’s not this heretical half-baked
watered down theological drivel one so
often hears trotted out at funerals, which
sees death as an escape from the body
where the “soul” drifts heavenward like
some celestial jelly fish.

No, David had it right: it is, as we affirm in
the Creed, “the resurrection body”, to
share as Blessed Mary did, in the glory of
Christ’s resurrection....NEW LIFE - but one
in which we are recognised for who we
are.

For that is why we are here....why we
gathered in THIS place, soaked & sancti-
fied by prayer.....because Jesus Christ is
risen from the dead & death has no hold
over us last the last word, a symbol of
which is the Easter Candle which burns
here today.() Like Our Lady Mother of
God, we too are called, body & soul, we
too are called to share in that glory.

You see David knew that deep within the
very core of his being we call the
soul....David was a CHRISTIAN.

So we miss the point of it all if we see
today merely as marking the end of
David’s earthly life, the end of



relationships we have had with

him. Today celebrates instead the
start, the start of something new and
wonderful, DRAP’s intensified life with
God, and the transfiguration of our
relationships with him, as he becomes
for us an emblem of hope, a reminder
that for us too there are rooms waiting
in our Father's house and a warm wel-
come home.

During one of our many deep discus-
sions he said, “My faith means, & |
think what it has always meant, that |
have no fear of death itself. So do not
fear for me: | do not.....My only worry is
for all those whom | have caused to
worry.”

As he expressed it in his poem “Flip
Side” to celebrate 50 yrs of marriage to
his beloved Liz...

“Sad are those for whom none mourns
Not because Grief itself has bearing,
But Grief is Joy’s collateral-

The rent we pay for sharing”.......

And here | want to pay a huge tribute
to the ever patient, always supportive
Liz & the family, because David’s amaz-
ing talent & passion for all he under-
took meant that they had to share him
with everyone else. David was rooted in
a deep, deep love for Liz & the four
children, but he was that traditional
schoolmaster in putting his boarding
house charges first & always being
available; & there is a high price to pay
for that. So | want to say thank you to
Liz, to Nicola, Philippa, Steven & Cath-
erine on behalf of all here & beyond,
thank you for what you gave too & for

what you had to go without, to share him
with us & make his time & talents so gen-
erously available to us all.

Just before | went on holiday | visited
David in the hospice: it was indeed a spe-
cial time for us both.

Gripping both of my hands he said, “Tell
them of the things that matter: Love,
TRUTH, Beauty, & thank everyone — all of
my many friends from around the world
who have held me in their prayers .

And tell them that | have glimpsed the
light under the door thro’ which death
calls... TELL THEM FR...It's REAL &

Whilst deeply influenced by Milton, our
dear friend was generously & vibrantly
Elizabethan in heart, so let one of Eng-
land’s other great poets bid farewell to
him:

“His life was gentle; and the elements
So mixed in him, that nature might stand

up
And say to the world:

“THIS WAS A MAN".....

Amen.

Father Tim, Rector
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Regular Church Activities

3rd Mon  Pastoral Network, 7:45pm, The Court House. Contact Philippa Seldon 871534.

1st Tues Tuesday Club, 7:30pm A lively women'’s group with guest speaker. The Court House.
Contact Rosslyn Laidler: tel 01442 879992

Tues Chuckles Parent & Toddler Group, 10—11:30am. All Saints’ Church Hall. Song Time or
short service as announced. Contact Jey Wells, 870981.

Tues St Peter’s Choir, Children 5:15-6:15pm. St Peter’s. Adrian Davis 01296 632263 or Jean
Wild 866859.

3rd Tues Mothers’ Union, meet in members’ houses at 2.30pm. New members always welcome.
Contact Kathie Lally, 863526.

4th Tues Mothers’ Union Prayer Group, 2:30pm. 17 Shaftesbury Court. Tell us if anyone needs
your prayers. Contact Jenny Wells 870981.

Wed Julian Meeting, meets about twice a month, 11:30am. All welcome. At Jenny Wells, 57
Meadow Rd, 870981 or at Ruth Treves Brown, 3 Sherwood Mews
Park Street, Berkhamsted HP4 1HX

Thu Bellringing, 8pm, St Peters. Contact David Burbidge 862139.

Fri Little Fishes Parent & Toddler Group 9:30-11:30am. The Court House. Weekly, with
short service on 1st Friday in St Peter’s (10am), Tracy Robinson 863559.

Fri St Peter’s Choir, Children 7-8:30pm, Adults 7:30-8:30pm. St Peter’s. Adrian Davis
01296 632263 or Jean Wild 866859.

3rd Sat Berkhamsted Churches Prayer Breakfast, 8am, The Way Inn. Rachael Hawkins 866324.

1st Sun Sundays Together Lunch 12.30pm, Court House. For anyone on their own on a Sunday.
Carolynne Charman 869003

Regular Church Services

St Peter's

Regular Sunday services

8:00am Eucharist

9:30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday School

6:00pm Evensong

Regular weekday services

Morning Prayer — Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00am (St Peter’s), Tuesday 9am (All
Saints’ Shrublands Road)

Eucharist — Tuesday 9:30am (All Saints’); Wednesday 8:30am, (St Peter’s)

Evening Prayer Monday — Friday 5.00pm — Saturday 6:00pm (St Peter’s)

Key Church contacts:

Parish Office, Hilary Armstrong & Kate Perera, Court House, 878227.

Fr. Tim Pilkington, 01442 879739, (day off Friday), Team Rector, St Peter’s.
Simon Vivian, Assistant Curate

The Revd. Rachael Hawkins, All Saints’ 01442 866324.




This Month’s Diary

Your Berkhamsted January 2017 edition

Events at St Peter’s Church or the Court House, Berkhamsted, presented by The Cowper Society
supported by the Friends of St Peter’s

Fri 27" Jan 1.10pm: Lunchtime RECITAL until 1.40pm in St Peter’s Church. Berkhamsted School.
Free Entry. Retiring Collection

Mon 30" Jan 8.00pm: TALK in the Court House. Cowper Society Winter Talk 1 — Christopher
Green, The Romanesque. Free Entry. Retiring Collection.

St Peters
Baptisms
27" November Ottilie Elizabeth BAKER
Alfred Rex PEPPETT
Stanley Albert PEPPETT
Zoe Catherine PINSON-ROXBURGH
Weddings - None

Funerals

21% November Margaret Smith Jackson-Fielden

23" November Pearl Wiggins

28™ November David Pearce

All Saints

January

1st First Sunday of Christmas

10am Morning Worship - Jenny Harris

8th (The Baptism of Christ) - Epiphany

8am Holy Communion— Revd Rachael Hawkins

10am Holy Communion— Revd John Kirkby

15th Second Sunday of Epiphan

10am Covenant Service (with Holy Communion) - Revd Rachael Hawkins

4pm Messy Church - Revd Rachael Hawkins & Messy Church Gr