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Inthiy issue...

Welcome to the November 2014 edition of Your Berkhamsted
Welcome to the November edition. Your Berkhamsted’s aim is to include
something for everybody and cover all tastes and we have a wonderful
team who work hard on a voluntary basis to achieve this. As | write this
in late October we are getting the darker nights but we are still having
warm days, s0 what to wear each day can be a conundrum. What to do
on the colder nights is not such an issue as there is an abundance of activities in store in
the coming months — some are featured in this edition and also look out for YB tweets on
@yourberkhamsted,
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Berkhamsted in the News

Julian Dawson reports on our own Downton, and flies the flag for the school librarian

Well, after the hysteria of Lidlgate, the
borough planning committee approved
the development with very little fuss. A
letter from Berkhamsted resident Peter
Morgan on tringtoday.co.uk gives a
considered view of the whole affair,
accepting the need for competition, but
voicing concern on traffic congestion and
hopes that plans for the road
infrastructure past muster. Before long |
am sure that large towns and cities are
going to have to take a more vigorous
stand on traffic congestion, and
thoroughly dissuade the motor car, There
is definitely room for the driverless cars
currently being tested in Milton Keynes,
We need an open mind on such matters.
Vernon Mildrew, we stand tall with you,

The press both in the UK and Malaysia
has been following the tawdry tales of
the inhabitants of Rossway Park, our very
own local Downton. You can even read
about it in Welsh. Indeed Ireland toao is
entranced. irishexaminer.com takes an
Imelda Marcos stance reporting that Ms
Chai, the estranged wife of (Malaysian]
multi-millionaire Laura Ashley boss told o
fudge how she owned 1,000 pairs of
shoes. The couple’s diverce case has
been rumbling on for some time, the
former lovebirds not even agreeing

whether the case should be held here or
in Malaysia. A UK court is likely to take a
more sympathetic view towards Ms Chai
in the division of spoils. Earlier in the
summer other papers listed her husband
Dr Khoo as one of the many wealthy
inhabitants of the UK who somehow
avoid paying tax. So far the legal case has
cost £2 million, making many lawyers very
happy and providing a sequel to Bleak
House in the process,

This month’s Graham Greene corner is
provided by korrektivpress.com, a blog
site for bad Catholics, blogging at a time
near the end of the world, Sounds a bit
like a novel Greene would have written in
the 21" Century. Anyhow, Jonathan
Potter gives a potted (ahem) biography of
Greene, quoting the author's self-
deprecation “I have no talent; it's just a
question of working, of being willing to
put in the time.” Oh, you and me both
Graham,.

Talking of working, with my librarian’s hat
on it is good to see Berkhamsted School
Library's own blog in action,
berkschlibr.wordpress.com reports on
activities involving National Poetry Day,
the European Day of Languages and
Bookbuzz,

(Continued on page 5)
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I+ Preparafion, Mafhs,
English Tuifion and Help
wilh Homework.
1+ #dm@f courées available

Small group tuition Fén .-:?na’
after schooland [/

on Saturdays. 73""&9’3, ‘

Flagse quote YE1 Where Learning s Fun
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Pen and Ink Tuition L4,
Copsham House
53 Broad Street, Chesham, Bucks HPS 3EA

Contact Penny 01494 788126
Penny@penandinktuition.co.uk
www.penandinkiuition.co.uk

Thorough Cleanng & Cuistanding
Serviga

State of the Art Truzkmaunted
Ciganing System

Most Carpets Dry within 30 min

Fuily ingured

Frae Cn-Site Cuctatans

Canpat Stainguard with Dustmize &
Allergy Contrel

Spot, Stain and Odour Remcwval

Emvronmentally Frendly

Demestic & Commaercal

National Campet Cleaners Assoc,

|  PROCARE

Profesvional Carper & Upholstary Cleanirs

Call Matthew Free on

0800 695 1442
WWwW, procare-cleaning. co.uk

THE OLD PASTURES
L UELRY ACCOMMODATION FOR DOGS
Ickmield Form, icknleld Way,

Tring, Herts HP23 41X
Lunury heated accommodation for your dog
Only 8 large kennels giving your dog the
extra care and attention they deserve, All
dogs are walked twice a day.
Haliday homes for small animals

DoG GROOMING

BATHING, CLIFPING, TRIMMIMNG, HAND-
STRIFPING, MNAILS AMD EARS. WEEKEMD
AFPPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE, EASY WALK

IM, NOMN-SLIP SHOWER IDEAL FOR
CLDER AND BIGGER DOGS, WE CAN
CATER FOR ANY SIZE DOG,
EASY PARKING.

FOR AN APPOINTMENT FOR GROOMING
COR KENMELLING PLEASE CALLL

01442 824856

C G Holder Plumbing and

Heating Ltd
We are a Gas Safe registered business

Call us today for all your Plumbing and
heating installation requirements.

We specialise in full bathroom and kitchen pro-
Jects complete from planning to full installation.
Convert your bath to a shower cubicle in a few
days

We do it all:- tiling, carpentry, plastering and
electrical work all carried out by our team of
experts.

W also install boilers, heating systems, radia-
tors, hot water cylinders, replacement taps and
valves, water softeners,

Call us now on 07973144336 or
862244 and take the first step to
getting a professional and reliable
service.

Email : holderclive@ hotmail.com

Vet Faale




(Continued from page 3)

The schoaol librarian is an underrated
species, who can do so much to help
mould the minds of young people for the
better. The renaming of ‘library’ to
‘learning resource centre’ in many
schools has given some education
authorities the excuse not to employ
qualified librarians at all. | am glad to say
that Ashlyns’ own learning resource
centre is looking for a new librarian. Let
us wish them well in their search.

And whilst we are celebrating less well-
known heroes, do remember that
Berkhamsted is the home to top tier foot-
ball. Berkhamsted FC hosts the FA Wom-
en's Super League, with Watford playing
their home matches at Broadwater. ox-
fordmail.co.uk is one of many local pa-
pers that will slip such information into
the hidden corners of their sports pages.
This is a wonderful opportunity to watch
top flight sport for a bargain price.

lenni Cator,

Art at 88, B8 High Street,

Berkhamsted, HP4 2BW Tel. 01442 769110

Drawings of Berkhamsted by

ﬂ—?u+12=u

[x3dx

STARTING GCSE OR A-LEVEL MATHS ?
NEED TO GET THAT A*/A GRADE?

6 outnumbered

tailored maths tuition

Experienced tutor/secondary teacher
Maths (to A-level) and Physics (to GCSE level)
Individually tailored assessment & learning

Track record of 2 - 3 grade uplift

lan Steward BA, MSc, PGCE
lan.steward9@gmail.com




Blair Electrical Limited| |T.A. LINGARD
Electrical Engineers & Contractors MOTORS

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial installations

BILLET LANE
ALGISTEAED MEVBER r) Blair Electrical BERKHAMSTED
% ECA N2, - people you can rely on Tl Baridamated 7161
Blair Electrical Ltd. Unit 11 Akeman Business Park, o WELLB
Akeman Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 BAF W SERVICING
Tel: 01442 827696  Fax: 01442 827698 W BREAKDOWN
e-mail; info@blairelectrical.com RECQVERY
http:/www.blairelectrical.com m BODY REPAIRS

PETER D HANNABY

Painter and Decorator

| The Abbeyfield (Berkhamsted and Hemel
Hempstead) Society Limited

Independent but unhappy living alone?

Interior and exterior
work undertaken.

For competitive Abbeyfield provide very sheltered houses at
quotations Potten End
l all: Hemel Hempstead
Leverstock Green
. For further information contact:
mbl: 07765 250092 Niis Susnn Pullén 01445 31797%

home: 01442 288956

Registered Charity Mo, 262424, Registered Office 175 High St Berkhamsted

Will Kimberley
e Servives
01442 255734

Berkhamsted
Carpet Cleaning
Lid

carpets
oriental rugs

upholstery

+ residential & commercial
- professional -+ good value
+ fully insured

David Green
01442 876622

0788 405 8795

PO Box 903 Berkhamstad
Herts HP4 320

Berkhamsted
Oven Cleaning
Ltd

complete valet service for

all ovens, hobs
and extractors

+ professional - good value
= fully insured

David Green
01442 876622
0788 405 8795

PO Box 903 Barkhamated
Herts HP4 320

Grass cutting

Hedse timming
Patios cleaned
Cutters cleared

All cuttings and
clippings removed
References available

- > > B

-
www.berkhamstedovencleaning.co.uk

Why not phone
Jora quore?

www_berkhamstedcarpetcleaning.co.uk




What’s on

Every 2™ Tuesday at 12.30pm to 1.15pm:
Lunchtime concerts — 5t Mary’'s Church,
High Street, Hemel Hempstead,

Berkhamsted Artisans, Arts & Crafts
Market (1" Saturday every month)
10am to 4pm, The Town Hall, 196 High
Street, Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 3AP
Through the double doors ahove
Carluccio’s on the High 5t. Lift access at
back. If you would like a stall contact
Claire - Mob: 07968 627 179; Email:
berkhamstedmarket @ hotmail .co.uk;
website:
www.greatmarkets@vpweb.co.uk,

Tring Farmers Market (Alternate
Saturdays) The Marketplace, Brook Street,
Tring 9.00am-12.15pm

Tring Farmers Market promotes local food
for local people and offers a full range of
produce including: meat, eggs, bacon,
cakes, biscuits, preserves, pies,
vegetables, cheese, fish, plants, jewellery,
crafts and much more. Email;
enguiries@tringfarmersmarket.co.uk.

November

Saturday 1st Nowv: 5pm.
Berkhamsted Cricket Club,
Castle Hill, Berkhamsted.
Details
www.berkhamstedfireworks.co.uk,

Sunday 2nd Nov: 5pm-7pm.

Firework Display — Friends of Little
Gaddesden School, October House, Little
Gaddesden.

Woednesday 5th Nov: Fireworks, mulled
wine, soft drinks and hotdogs. On the
Glebe, next to the Green, Ashley Green,
www.ashleygreen.org.uk,

Fire at 6pm; Firewaorks at 7pm, Adults £6;
children £3; family £18. Pay on gate.

Sunday 9th Nov: 3.30pm.

Centenary Theatre, Berkhamsted School,
Kings Road. Dacorum Symphony Orches-
tra — Beethoven, Overture ‘Leocnara’ No 3
Haydn Symphony - No 104, ‘London’,
Dvorak — Cello Concerto. Soloist Benja-
min Hughes,

P

Tuesday 11th Nov: Bpm

‘Architecture Painting in Line and Wash',
A demonstration by Jonathan Newey.
www berkhamstedartsociety.co.uk Visi-
tors on the door £3,

Weds 12th November: 8pm. Berkham-
sted Local History and Museum Society
'Ol What a lovely Berkhamsted! The Dev-
il's Own WWI Training Garrison’

Morman Groves, Society member and
Trench Mapping Project Co-ordinator,
Please note that all meetings take place in
the Wellcome Great Hall, Berkhamsted
Town Hall and start at 8pm,

Thurs 13th November: 8pm. BCA -
“Berkhamsted Conservation Area” Ses-
sions Hall, Berkhamsted Town Hall. An
ilustrated talk by Dr James Mair, DBC
Conservation Department and local resi-
dent, on the recent expansion and chang-
es, Mo charge to members. Non mem-
bers £2, Dacorum Card Holders £1,
www.berkhamstedcitizens.org.uk,

20th Nov: Bpm. Pepper Event - Berkham-
sted Live — Leggatt's Community Chaoir
sing hot gospel, community art with lo
Kidd/Mary Ann Robbins, poetry from
Sunnyside Rural Trust, Free, with a collec-
tion for Pepper nurses who support sick
children. Dar Papillon 360-364 High 5t
Berkhamsted HP41HU, Info: suehamp-
ton@btinternet.com or 01442 877052,
(Continued on page 11)
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{Continued from page 7)

Saturdays 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th Now:
9,30am to 12.30pm. Charity Christmas
Card Sale. In aid of national and local
charities, Court House, Berkhamsted.,

All Saints Christmas Tree Festival

The All Saints Christmas Tree Festival
programme will be launched,
appropriately, with a coffee morning on
All Saints Day, Saturday 1st

MNovember, Fram that date the admission
programmes (price £1, children free)

will go on sale. Forty Christmas trees with
lights will fill the church,

sponsored by local businesses and
decorated by local organisations. It
promises to be quite a spectacle,
Proceeds from the Festival will be divided
between the Hospice of 5t Francis,
Dacorum Emergency Might Shelter,
Foadbank and church funds,

There will be a full programme of musical
entertainment throughout the three-day
event which opens with a short service at
9,30am on Friday 12th December,

Ray Denny
Holistic Massage Therapist
Advanced NO HANDS® Practitioner

Reconnect with the source of your
wellbeing

NO HANDS

P Famay Rl

T: 07932 155 110
Eray@wellbeingandsuccess.com
Special Introductory reatment guate

BRI

The church will be open from 10am-
Sprm on Friday and Saturday, and from
Zpm-4pm on Sunday. Thomas Coram
& Greenway Schools are singing and
there will be craft and cake stalls and
refreshments throughout. For full de-
tails please visit:
www.allsaintsberkhamsted.org.uk/
festivals.htm, Do put the dates in your
diary and bring your friends,

Future Dates:

Amersham and Chesham Bois Choral
Society - Classical choral concert on
Saturday 6th December

Amchor will be performing Haydn's Te
Deum in C' and Beethoven's ‘Mass in
C' together with a perfermance of Ma-
zart's ‘Symphony Mo 29° at 5t. Mary's
Church Old Amersham starting at
7.30pm. Tickets are £15, students
£7.50; available from lanie Taylor
01494 721466 or www.amchor.com,

Eﬁzrhhlm!l!d
:High Street Computers

"
T
R LR

92 High Street Berkhamsied HP4 2BL
{01442 800126 )

- PC and Laptop Repairs

- PC and Laplop Sales

- Home Training Sessions

- Custom Bullds

- Hardwara haintenance Contracts

- On SitalHome Visits

- Free Collection and Delivery
Service {within 10 miles )




Original Animal Artworks

by local artist Stephen Charlton

A unique gift to treasure for Celebrations
- New Arrivals - Birthdays - Anniversaries
- Friends & Family & Christmasl
Penguins, Giraffes, Bunnies, Polar Bears and many more to choose from.

Personalised to the one you love or commissioned for you
v to the size you require,

Go onling
nnd hr‘ld
the one

“Are woe nearly fhere yod 7" - I EEHW':

Eoch drwing is anoriginal and signed and supplied Inawendow mount reccy for yvou to frame

www.charltongallery.com




Computer
Repairs

Getting your PC up and running again

Software installation & configuration
Basic and intermediate level training
Also specialising in anti virus, security
& hardware upgrades

Andy Robinson
36 Trevelyan Way
Berkhamsted HP4 11H

Mabile: 07885 966570

AndyRobinson2010@gmail.com

Helping Haﬁd‘i

The Home Cair Sprciinds

ExL 7989

David Giddings
Landscapes

01525 220 912
07811 972 525

Do you need a Helping Hand?

If you are looking for an alternative to
residential care or extra support for those
everyday tasks that are becoming difficult
for you or a loved one — then we're here

to help - from 30 minutes per week to
Live-in Care,

Our Berkhamstead care team has been
providing award winning quality homecare
since 1989 and can help with: personal
care, housekeeping, help getting around

or even Lo provide a break to an existing
family member or care-giver.

To find out how we can help you,

F8 BT S call: 01727 701 461 or
fer Gl @j visit: www.helpinghands.co.uk
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Dar Papillon Comedy Club

The new
Dar Papillon
Comedy
Club is in

¥l action on
@ i3 MNovember
D;’ 27" Asa
apillon Comedy Club first for the
town, the
club
promises to
bring to Berkhamsted the best up-and-
coming comedians performing today.
The hand-picked acts have been chasen
by the crganisers, local comedian Tom
Mayhew and author Leslie Tate.
Tom said, “We're going for difference,
Anything quirky, offbeat, tongue-in-
cheek, as long as it's funny.”
Leslie said, "I love crazy comedy and acts
that make you think, Some of the
performers still make me chuckle even
when | watch them a third or fourth
time.”
When asked about reaction to the club,
Leslie said "People are keen, Within three
hours of posting, the club’s Facebook
page had 50 likes.”
Tom added, "There are so many amazing
acts out there, This is a chance to see
same of them before they become
househaold names."”
At first sight Dar Papillon is a surprising
place for a stand-up club. It's a health
food shop and a vegetarian/vegan café
run by Salva Malik, a devout Muslim.
Salva said, "Dar Papillon means butterfly
house. | see it as a place where people of
all faiths and cultures can spread their
wings. We have health and lifestyle
classes, live shows with local musicians

and writers, and now the Comedy Club,
We want our butterfly house to be a
creative centre for the community.”
Perhaps most surprisingly of all, there will
be no alcohol at the Dar Papillon Comedy
Club. Instead Salva will serve her own
homemade non-aleoholic cocktails and
the performance space will be decorated
with multi-coloured streamers and
Chinese lanterns,

In the words of Leslie Tate, “On Nov 27
we're aiming for a carnival feel. I've seen
Tom in action and | know as MC he'll
make sure we keep the fun and energy
levels high.”

The Dar Papillon Comedy Club will be
headlined at 8pm on Nov 27" by prize-
winning comedian Tom Appleton.

Entrance, which includes a free non-
alcoholic cocktail, is £3.00/£1.50
concessions.

Dar Papillon is at 360 High 5t
Berkhamsted HP41HU; for info/booking
ring 01442 877052 or email
Istate@btinternet,com,
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Help a dog find a home

Appledown Rescue and Rehoming
Kennels, Harling Road, Eaton Bray, Beds
LUG 10Y
This is Frenzy! She is a playful little staffie
aged ahout one. Fren zy is energetic and
thoroughly
-i\-’%#d enjoys agility
. training. She
4' 0 would prefer
L to be an only
- dog but could
* possibly live
with a quiet male. She would love an
active family life where she has plenty of
company.
If you feel you could offer Frenzy, or any
of our other dogs, a loving and secure
home please call in at the kennels any day
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m, Our staff will
be happy to offer advice and information,

We have restrictions on rehoming dogs to
families with children under 7 years of
age, so please ask for details.

Date for your Diary — Dust off your blue
suede shoes and join us for our Rock ‘N
Roll Night! Saturday 15" November, 7.30
p.m. at the British Legion Club, Heath &
Reach, Leighton Buzzard. Tickets £10
{including light supper) available from
Appledown or jen7dean@hotmail.com.

Call Appledown on 01525 220383, E-mail:
appledown.kennels@btinternet.com
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
@appledownRescue

Visit our Website:
www.appledownrescue.co.uk

Reg. Charity No. 1116848

CHILTERN LANDSCAPES
by BRIAN BENNETT Past President/ Royal Institute of OIL Painters
Former Head of Art, Berkhamsted School

20th ANNUAL ONE- MAN SHOW
The Hawker Gallery
The Maltings, Old Amersham
NOVEMBER 1 1th-22nd (Tuesday to Saturday )




Your Garden
Adventures in Boots from Helen Reeley

Envelopes are a feature of my working
day during October and November. This
year | bought a variety of flower seeds
from seed merchant Ben Higgledy in
Carnwall which cost a few quid so I'm
protecting my investment with some
careful seed collecting and some
envelopes; decent envelopes with no
sneaky gaps. It's a satisfying activity
knowing I've got seed stock for myself
and some to share with others,

Two of my favourite annuals this year
have been Calendula ‘Indian Prince’ a
fabulous hardy annual with bright orange
flowers superb for cutting and Ipomoea
‘Heavenly Blue' more commaonly known
as the Morning Glory climbing plant. Both
have produced fabulous blooms all
season, in fact ‘Indian Prince’ are still
producing small flower heads. Good value
these two.

| have a Yew hedge planting project to
undertake soon. The soll will be prepared
beforehand with well rotted farmyard
manure and then we'll excavate one long
trench and plant the small 80cm shrubs
about three per metre. We expect the
hedge to fill out quickly as it's in full sun
but we'll need to keep a watchful eye on
waltering next spring if it's dry. The hedge
will line the front of a fabulous period
building and will look well groowy with
lights draped across the front for events
and advent.

Garden exploration once again becomes a
(quieter) delight as visitor numbers
diminish and light levels drop making
photography easier for me.

I ventured out to Gloucestershire the
other week and persuaded my friend to
nip up to the Rococo Gardens at
Painswick. As it wasn't muddy she kindly
agreed and we had a very satisfactory
couple of hours meandering around the
grounds and amusing the inner child in
ourselves gething lost in the maze. Titter
we did. http://www.rococogarden.org.uk.

I leave Tulip bulb planting until November
when the soil is coaler and the risk of the
fungal disease Tulip fire is reduced. If you
had Tulip plants this year with distorted
and twisted stems with brown spots an
the leaves, | should dig them up and
chuck them out and don't plants Tulips in
the same spot for at least three years.

If you're planning any changes in your
garden do feel free to call to arrange an
informal garden chat.

TTFN Helen 07708 643313
helen@reeleylandscapes.co.uk
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Your Community

Festival of Light

Movember 30th is this year's date for
Berkhamsted's Festival of Light. The lights
themselves will be formally switched on
around 5.15 which will be the signal for
Santa Claus to begin his promenade along
the High street.

Well before then, from 3.30, the High
street will be throbbing with the
traditional range of stalls and
entertainment, lots of mulled wine to be
supped and chestnuts to be eaten!

The Elves will be in the Civic Centre
waiting for the children to write their
Father Christmas letters and post them in
the special Elves Posting House.

The best dressed shop window
competition will be judged as will the
"woung Entrepreneur” stalls, developed
and manned by pupils from Ashlyns and
Berkhamsted School,

14

MNew this year, on the stage will be a
children's drama group, Rock Chorus and
an ecumenical carol service bringing
together all the denominations in
Berkhamsted. Altogether, not to be
missed!!

¥k

Oktoberfest Review

5t Peter's Berkhamsted hosted a German
cultural weekend to mark both the First
World War Centenary and the 25th
anniversary of the fall of the Berlin

Wall. The first 5t Peter's kulturelles
Oktoberfest was held on 4th and 5th
October.

The emphasis on 5aturday evening was
cultural with a talk by Dr Alix Green from
the University of Hertfordshire on how
German history is remembered and
represented in the present day. The talk
was followed by a Song Recital given by
the superb London-based music charity
‘Sang in the City', and was entitled On the
Western Front: ‘s ist Krieg! ‘s ist

Krieg! Singers Adam Sullivan (tenar)
loseph Padfield (baritone) were
accompanied by Gavin Roberts

(piano). The songs were interspersed
with the letters home from the front (on
both sides) being read out by young
members of the community: Jake Groet,
loe and David Grego; these young men
are about the age of the teenage soldiers
called up in 1914, Members of the
audience were treated to a moving
performance of the highest quality from
this group of young professional soloists.



The talk was followed by German wine
tasting with Swabian Maultaschen (similar
to ravioli). The wine was supplied by
drinks wholesaler and wine merchant
Reiner Ackermann, a friend of organiser
Uli Grego, who also travelled from
Stuttgart for the event, and who runs
such festivals in Germany for a living. The
wine tasting was guided by well-known
local expert and WSET tutor Mike
Eggleton who is both very knowledgeable
and entertaining. Most tastees left the
evening having ditched their views on
German wine as being sweet, insipid and
like Liebfraumilch, and instead walked
away with a new appreciation for the
quality of German wine - particularly the
reds.

On Sunday, the German cultural
celebration continued. Music at our
morning Eucharist borrowed from the
powerful and rich Lutheran tradition:
harvest was celebrated using good (well-
known) German hymn tunes, with full
preludes, and featured a performance,
from the balcony at the back

of the church, of a Buxtehude cantata by
members and friends of 5t Peter’s church
choir and Bridgewater Sinfonietta. The
normal organ voluntary was replaced with
a Handel organ concerto.

Our Sunday morning celebration was
continued with the key elements of any
Oktoberfest - beer and sausage! Members
of the congregation and guests from the
town (and Germany!) were treated to a
traditional Bavarian breakfast with
Weiswurst (white sausage) and, of course,
wheat beer, Oktoberfesthier and beer
from our fantastic local Haresfoot
Brewery. |t was all accompanied by
atmospheric 'oompah’ music. The
number of smiles were very evident, and

at peak time we had attracted over 100
people sitting at trestle tables or leaning
against communal beer tables,

We were particularly favoured by the
good weather on Sunday in contrast to
the previous day. This along with a great
team of helpers helped to make the
weekend a great success. It was such a joy
to see 50 many people from inside and
outside the church community enjoying
themselves so much... so much so that
those who attended have demanded that
it is run again next year... Watch this
space.

Jonathan Lee

HOST Request

HOST is looking for kind, friendly,
hospitable people of all ages whose
imaginations are caught by the idea
of welcoming an international stu-
dent at university here, far from his
or her own family, to their home.
This could be for a day, a weekend or
at Christmas, and you don't need to
live near a university, as students will
travel for the privilege of meeting
you, learning about real life in this
country, and sharing their own cul-
ture. HOST is a voluntary activity
which makes ambassadors for inter-
national goodwill of us all.

Please see www.hostuk.org or call
Sandra Purrett 01296 681625,
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Your Berkhamsted Clergy

Who has authority? A tricky question for
us Brits nowadays. The old authorities
have fallen into disrepute — the bankers in
the financial crisis; clergy, media figures
and even social services in sexual scandal;
politicians in both of the above and more.
We're rapidly becoming a country that
doesn't trust any authority at all.

The Russians, in contrast, have fewer
doubts, according to a recent poll asking
them to name their highest moral
authority, At the bottom, about 1 percent
named a revered journalist, a Soviet
hockey star, a Chechen leader and the
Russian Orthodox Church’s Patriarch Kiriil,
Mext up the list came the Defense
Minister, scoring 5 percent. In second
place, with 9 percent, came Russian
cultural figures, such as the novelist
Alexander Solzhenitsyn, But guess who
came top of the list? With 36 percent of
the vote, none other than that beacon of
morality and personal integrity, President
Viadimir Putin. Russia, amazingly, puts a
great deal of its trust in the authority of
her political establishment.

| want to argue that neither of these
positions, whether British scepticism or
Russian nationalism, answers the
authority question. But for now, let's
wind back two thousand years and focus
on the situation Matthew describes in
lerusalem,
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lesus has just entered the city. The
crowds have welcomed him with palm
branches and clothes thrown at his feet,
proclaiming him the son of David. He's
been into the Temple and caused
catastrophe, turning tables and casting
out the sellers of sacrificial doves, He has
healed the blind and the lame there, The
priests are not pleased. They'd managed
to get rid of him overnight, but now he's
back causing trouble again. 5o they ask a
guestion, a guestion of our times just as
much as theirs: "what is your authority
for doing these things?" You're not one of
us, you haven't got the authority of the
priestly bloodline. You're not sent by the
Romans, you haven't got the imperial
authority of Caesar. You're not a
demagogue, leading a political body, you
haven't got the authority of the people,
S0 whose authority have you got to do
these things?

And these of course are questions that we
still ask. A lot of people don't trust
bloodlines and birthrights; people don't
much trust the democratic process or
believe that politicians really represent
their interests. Sure, a certain level of
cynicism is a sign of a healthy society, but
it seems nowadays that whenever anyone
tries to do anything, the initial response is
one of scepticism and distrust. What's in
it for you? Why should we trust you? And
then scepticism turns into anger and self-
righteousness, like the self-righteousness
of the priests in the Temple. We get
defensive. Who are you to preach at me?
It's easy to see why we want to ask these
guestions. But the obvious problem with
our attitude is that society cannot
function without some sort of authority.



Where old authorities are thrown away,
new ones quickly arise to fill the vacuum.
At an extreme level, we can see this
happening in countries like Irag where
old and oppressive political structures are
destroyed, and Islamic radicalism comes
in with the resources to take over — the
so-called Arab Spring is part of the same
story. But it happens here, too. Where
peocple come to believe nothing, they will
start to believe anything. There are all
sorts of people and organisations offering
easy answers to difficult questions. You
can find your own preferred authority on
the Internet, on soap operas, in
celebrities, in Tarot or horoscopes, in the
BMP = in short, in anything which offers a
message conveniently conforming to
one's particular prejudices. If nobody's
opinion has any authority any more, my
opinion is just as valid as anyone else's,
no matter how ill-founded and
unexamined it might be.

lesus in the Temple does not offer an
easy answer to the guestion of authority,
In fact, when the priests ask him whose
authaority he works under, Jesus refuses
to answer. Instead, he asks them a
guestion about lohn the Baptist: by
whose authority did lohn baptise? Not
from a birthright, not from the Temple,
not from Caesar, that much is clear. The
priests have accused Jesus of expelling
demons using the power of the Devil
before, but they are sensible enough not
to say that in front of his followers. Ner,
though, can they possibly admit the
truth, because that would be too much of
a challenge to them. The truth is that
lohn baptised by the authority of the one
he baptised, lesus the Messiah. And so it
follows that Jesus is acting on no other
authority than his own.

That seems straightforward, But before
we start thinking that the authority of
Jesus gives us an easy solution to the
problem, let's think about what Jesus'
authority involves. It's the authority of a
God who empties Himself of His divinity
to be born a baby in a stable. The
authority of a God who rides into the city
on a donkey, who teaches but never
coerces, who refuses to assert that
authority but invites us to join Him in His
weakness, His self-giving, His humble
service to others. The authority of a God
crucified who even then makes no show
of power but the power of forgiveness
and the saving grace of love. It's not the
sort of authority the world is looking for,
not in ancient Jerusalem, not in sceptical
Britain or nationalist Russia. It isn't the
authority of a Putin, and it undercuts
scepticism with its humility, But it is the
authority the world sorely needs,

This is the authority lesus has given the
Church in its action and teaching. It
doesn't come from being the Established
Church of this country —we can't rely on
the gift of Caesar, or rest on our laurels
like the priests of the Temple. It doesn't
come from the number of bums on pews
every Sunday, or the percentage of
people who identify themselves as
Christian. It's the same authority by
which lohn the Baptist baptised, that is,
the paradoxical authority of Christ
Himself, the humble authority of self-
sacrificial love, of surrendering our lives
so that Christ might live in us — the
authority of a crucified God: and it is by
letting Him act in us and through us that
people will see and know and trust Him.,

Fr Tom Plant, Assistant Curate, 5t Peter's,
Great Berkhamsted T: 01442 382633
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| Regular Church Activities

3rd Mon Pastoral Netwaork, 7:45pm, The Court House. Contact Philippa Seldon 871534,

Tues Chuckles Parent & Toddler Group, 10-11:30am. All Saints’ Church Hall. Song
Time or short service as announced. Contact Jenny Wells, B70981.

Tues St Peter's Choir, Children 5:15-6:15pm. 5t Peter's. Adrian Davis 01296 632263
or lean Wild 866859,

1st Tues Tuesday Club, 7:30pm A lively women's group with guest speaker, The Court
House. Contact Jean Bray 864532,

3rd Tues Mathers’ Union, meet in members’ houses at 2.30pm. New members always
welcome. Contact Kathie Lally, 863526,

4th Tues  Mothers’ Union Prayer Group, 2:30pm. 17 Shaftesbury Court. Tell us if anyone
needs your prayers. Contact lenny Wells 870981,

Wed Julian Meeting, meets about twice a month, 11:30am. All welcome, At Jenny
Wells, 57 Meadow Rd, 870981 or at Ruth Treves Brown, 3 Sherwood Mews
Park Street, Berkhamsted HP4 1HX

Thu Bellringing, 8pm, 5t Peters. Contact Helen Ruberry, 890949,

Fri Little Fishes Parent & Toddler Group 9:30-11:30am. The Court House, Weekly,
with short service on 1st Friday in 5t Peter’s (10am), Tracy Robinson 863559,

Fri 5t Peter's Choir, Children 7-8:30pm, Adults 7:30-8:30pm. 5t Peter’s. Adrian
Davis 01296 632263 or lean Wild 866859,

3rd 5at  Berkhamsted Churches Prayer Breakfast, 8am, The Way Inn. Rachael Hawkins
866324,

1st Sun  Sundays Together Lunch 12.30pm, Court House. For anyone on their own on a
Sunday. Liz Jackson 864382,

Regular Church Services

5t Peter's

Regular Sunday services

8:00am Eucharist
9:30am Sung Eucharist with créche, Sunday School and Pathfinders
6:00pm Evensong

Regular weekday services

Morning Prayer Monday — Friday 8am; Saturday 9:30am,

Eucharist Monday 5:15pm; Tuesday 9:30am at All Saints’ Shrublands Road; Wednesday
8:30am; Thursday 12:45pm at Thomas Coram Schoaol (5t Peter's during school holidays)
Mo Friday Eucharist; Saturday 10:00am

Evening Prayer Monday — Saturday 5:00pm
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This Month’s Diary

Events at 5t Peter's Church, Berkhamsted, presented by The Cowper Society supported
by the Friends of 5t Peter's

Sun 2nd Nov at 6pm: Solemn Requiem for All Souls

Mon 10th Nov at Bpm: ORGAN RECITAL in 5t Peter's Church — Siman Pusey, 5t Mary's,
Old Hemel Hempstead (until Sept 2014), Free entry. Retiring collection

Sat 15th Nov at 7pm: CONCERT in 5t Peter's Church — Bridgewater Sinfonia,

Ravel Le Tombeau de Couperin; Elgar 'Cello Concerto in E minor, Matthew Sharp violin;
Vaughan Williams Dona Nobis Pacem, Elizabeth Roberts soprano, Christopher Foster
bass and Chiltern Chamber Choir. Tickets: www.bridgewater-sinfonia.org.uk, 873205,
Aitchison's High 5t, visitors £15, U18s free

Fri 21st Nov at 1pm: LUNCHTIME RECITAL in the Lady Chapel, 5t Peter's Church — Simon
Hayne piano. Free entry. Retiring collection,

Mon 24th Nov at Bpm: ORGAN RECITAL in 5t Peter's Church — Ryan Leonard,
Berkhamsted. Free Entry. Retiring collection

Mon Bth Dec at 8pm: ORGAN AND TRUMPET RECITAL in 5t Peter's Church — Adrian Davis
organ and Giles Fowler trumpet. Free Entry. Retiring collection

All Saints’

Nov 2nd: Fourth Sunday before Advent, All Saints’ Day, 10am Holy Communion, Revd
Barrie Allcott

Nov 9th: Remembrance Sunday, 8am Holy Communion, Revd Rachael Hawkins; 10am
Morning Worship Revd Rachael Hawkins

MNov 16th: Second Sunday before Advent, 10am Marning Worship, Revd Rachael
Hawkins; 4pm Messy Church, Revd Rachael Hawkins & Messy Church Group

Nov 23rd: Christ the King, 10am Morning Waorship, Susie King & Rob Wakely

Nov 30th: Advent Sunday, 10am Holy Communion, Revd Rachael Hawkins; 4pm Healing
Service, Revd Rachael Hawkins, Jenny Wells, Tracy Robinson, and Audrey Cox

Registers
All 5aints’
Baptisms:
14 September - Annabel Eve French

Funeral:
6 October - Peter Meyer

Key Church contacts:

Parish Office, Hilary Armstrong & Kate Perera, Court House, 878227,
Fr. Tom Plant, 382633 (day off Fri) 5t Peter's, Curate, 5t Peter's;

Further information available from our church websites:
www.stpetersherkhamsted.org.uk and at www.allsaintsberkhamsted.org.uk.
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News from the Hospice of St Francis

Fundraising Mews and Dates For Your Diary

Over the past year your local hospice, The
Hospice of S5t Francis, has cared for just
under 2,500 patients and has also been
out in the community making 4,259 visits,

Yvonne Roberts from Berkhamsted
receives visits from Community Murse Liz
Duro on a regular basis, She says, “Liz
helps me with my illness and | look
forward to her visits immensely. She
offers total reassurance, cheering me up
and making me feel positive about life.”
We need to raise £4.7 million each year
to fund our services and help people like
Yvonne, of which only 20% cames from
the WHS, and we rely on the support of
our community to achieve this.

There are so many ways local people can
support us over the next few months:

Diet, dance or dash for us!

We're looking for dieters and dancers for
our two Mew Year challenges — Strictly
Learn Dancing and Biggest Loser 2015,
starting in January! If you fancy being
mativated by a good cause to learn to
turn your two left feet into fancy
footwork, or would like to be spurred on
to lose weight early in the New Year with
a dedicated health & fitness programme
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at Sportspace then do visit our website to
find our more —www.stfrancis.org.uk/
events!

We're also looking for Santas to dash
around Hemel Hempstead for us on
Sunday 14 December 10am as part of our
seventh annual Hospice Santa Dash to
raise funds| Registration costs £15 for
adults, £5 for children and £35 for the
whole family, including dogs!

Shop with us!

Do visit our Hospice Love to Give shops in
the run up to Christmas for party wear,
toys or gifts. We are holding a Christmas
shopping evening on Thursday 13th
Movember 5:30pm — 8pm at our popular
MNumber Twenty gift store on Lower Kings
road, Berkhamsted HP4 2AB; and at pre-
loved homeware and furniture store

Returned to Glory, on the Northbridge
Road, Berkhamsted HP4 1EH, on
Wednesday 19" November 5pm — 8pm,
to give shoppers the chance to browse,
with a complimentary glass of fizz.
There will also be a 15% discount at
Number Twenty on that evening,




Another way to support your local
Hospice at Christmas time is by buying
charity Christmas cards. We have some
beautiful designs this year, featuring
some local scenes, and 100% of the
profits come to the Hospice. Card
available at all our Hospice shops and
online at
www.numbertwentyonline.co.uk.

Light Up a Life

As we approach Christmas, it's a ime
when we celebrate, remember and give
thanks for family and friends we have
lost. At the beginning of December, we
‘Light up a Life" by illuminating the lights
on our Remembrance Tree, which stands
in our beautiful Hospice grounds.

This year, we are also having an online
dedication page on our website, featuring
a special starry night Hospice Christmas
scene, You can make a personal
dedication here and your star will shine
brightly, in memaory of your loved one, for

the whole of the festive period. It costs
nothing to dedicate a star, but if you'd
like to remember someone or even just
make a donation to help ensure that local
families facing loss receive the care and
support they need, not just at Christmas,
but all year round, please visit
www.stfrancis.org. uk.

Thank you for your support,

Other dates for your diaries:

{All take place at the Spring Centre at the
Hospice.)

Hospice Film Forum — Wed Sth
Movember 7pm. Regeneration, a First
World War film seen through eyes of
Siegfried Sassoon, Wed 3rd December
Ipm. Singin’ In the Rain, a Christmas
classic. Doors open &:45pm. £5 donation.
Hospice Spring Centre,

Art at the Heart — showcase of work from
local artists at our Spring Centre —
saturday 16", 10am-5pm and Sunday
17", November 12pm—4pm.

Hospice Coffee morning — Friday
28™ November 10:30am — 12pm. Open to
all. Free. Hospice Bistro,

Hospice Running Club — every
Wednesday at 9:30am, front of the
Hospice, suitable for all ahilities.

Find out more at:

www.stfrancis.org.uk
01442 869555

Facebook: TheHospiceofStFrancis
Twitter: #hospicecarewesk
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For Personal Attention from Berkhamsted’s
only independent family business

J. WORLEY

(FUNERAL DIRECTORS) LTD

344 High Street, Berkhamsted

FUNERAL DIRECTOR and
MONUMENTAL MASON

® GOLDEN CHARTER PRE-PAYMENT PLANS @ 24 HR EMERGENCY
SERVICE ® COMPETITIVE PRICES @ PRIVATE REST ROOM

Telephone Day/Night Berkhamsted 870326

The 50plus

* Electrical
* Plumbing
* Handyman

* Bathrooms
= Showers

* Kitchens ;
 Supgbarl and Nited g
» Locally basad
* Frad aatimales
+ Friendly advica
* NICEIC & Gas Sate paraonnel

* Grapt ollers and discount ovory

month on our vwab aite

0845 22 50 495

www.the50plus.co.uk
By the S0plus for paople of all ages

McCLEANS
DECORATORS
INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR

ESTABLISHED 1985

EXCELLENT LOCAL
REFERENCES
IREE ESTIMATES AND
ADVICE

PHONE 01582 6960:32
MORILE 07957 848222

(= M~ y=yTl
= DS

NEW COMNTAIMNER

XSONS)

THE PROFESSIONAL REMOVERS

LI M T ED

ISED WAREHOUSE

IN OPERATION & OPEMN FOR INSPECTION
BETWEEN 2AM & 4PM

HOLDING UP TO

&S00 COMNTAINERS

SILVERDALE HOWSE, CANALSIDE, NORTHIRIDGE ROAD, BERKEHAMSTED, HERTS HPE 106G

TEL: 01442 863959 or 01753 891151 FAX: 01442 862163

%

)

A
= o~

BRIAN S GROOM MBHI/I
Qualified Clock Maker

Telephone: 01525 872679

fover 30 years experience)

Antique and quality clocks
repaired
and restored

Also walches, barometers and
music boxes
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In memoriam

"Although you are given a free hand as to
method this telegram is not intended to
convey the impression that | am not anx-
ious for you to carry out the retirement
and you must make every endeavour to
do so”.

Thus in this notorious
telegram replete with |
double negatives did
Field Marshall Sir
lohn French, com-
mander of the British
Expeditionary Force
communicate his
wishes to Sir Horace
Smith-Dorrien
commander of his Il
Corps. Yet Smith
Darrien was deter-
mined to make a
stand, and so it was
that the Battle of Le
Cateau took place on
26" August 1914,
considered the last
battle to take place in
the tradition of
Waterloo. One day
later Private Ernest
Wonnacott, died, at the age of 19,

Ernest had joined the army in Exeter in
the years before the war, He was a
private in the Royal Army Medical Corps,
and was attached to 4™ Battalion of the
Middlesex Regiment when war broke out.
Thus he found himself at the centre of
the first engagement by British soldiers
with the Germans, at the Battle of Mons.
The battalion held the station, using their

.303 Lee Enfield rifle to put 15 shots a
minute into the equivalent of a two-foot
circle of a target 300 yards away. It was
no surprise that the Germans thought
they were facing machine gun fire. Never-
theless, against the onslaught of the huge
German fighting
machine Ernest
must have found
himself very busy
in the hot days of

- August,

Smith Dorrien

- pulled back from
Mons and in the
hope of striking “a
stopping blow",
made his stand at
Le Cateau,

50 it was that |,
with my wife
Sarah, and our two
boys Matthew and
lames, found aur-
selves in the
peaceful quietude
of Bethencourt
Communal Ceme-
tery at Private Wonnacott's grave, Ernest
was the brother of Sarah’s great uncle by
marriage, so we particularly wanted to
mark the exact day one hundred years
earlier that he met his death, In this rela-
tively small plot set amidst the family
graves of the village, B0 Commonwealth
soldiers lie buried. Some from this early

{Continuad on page 25)
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HOME INSURANCE THAT'S _
ON YOURDOORSTEP (1™

Having a local office means we are accessible, whether
you need to make changes to your policy or make a claim.

Call 01442 270000 for a quote or pop in
NFU Mutual Office, Boxted
Farm, Berkhamsted Road, o NFU Mutual

Hemel Hempstead, Herts ko hiiey ooy
HP1 258G

It's about time’
A.gmstn‘f'.l‘hn}{lmnﬂ Farmars Union Mutusl Insurance Soclety Limiwd For security and training purposas,

BEES Eecirieal Lid

Reliable and approved work of the highest quality,
for all your commercial and domestic electrical needs.

From wiring, sockets and tighting to testing and inspecton and
everything in between. Approved by Trustmark and Elecsa for your
complkete peace of mind,

Al work s camied aut to comply with British Standards BSTET1
(17th edition) and Building Regulations Part P

We are fuly qualfiedand insured and &l work is guaranteed so you can
feel completely assured of our quality and reliabdily.

Mo job is too small For a free estimate please contact:
Mike Smith
Tel: 01442 876 416

Mob: 07790 885 189 C oo
E bees.electrical@gmalil.com pm—
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{Continued from page 23)

battle, others from October 1918 as the
tide of war had turned and it was the
German's turn to retreat. Bethencourt,
became the site of a German hospital and
lies just north of the dead straight road
between Cambrai and Le Cateau, north of
the mare substantial village of Caudry.

As with so many war cemeteries, this is
an incredibly peaceful place, only inter-
rupted with the sound of hirdsong. In-
deed its size and situation makes it per-
haps even more affecting than the far
larger cemeteries of the Western Front.
We certainly found the occasion very
moving, just the four of us entirely alone,
sharing some words and thoughts about
the death of such a young person, one
amidst so many.

As for Sir Horace Smith-Dorrien, he has a
strong link with Berkhamsted. He is bur-
ied in the Three Close Lane Cemetery,
and his granddaughter is patron of the
Friends of 5t Peter's,

Although Sir Horace was undoubtedly
right to make his stand, and was congrat-
ulated by French, the Field Marshall was
ultimately never happy with the decision,
and Smith Dorrien’s dismissal in 1915
was influenced by the battle. If you want
to find out mare about Mons and Le
Cateau, | recommend the appropriate
chapter in Richard Holmes' Complete
War Walks,

lulian Dawson

The Castle Street Singers

Berkhamsted's newest dhair - Open to allwho read and love music!

Wednesdays 8-9.30pm in term time
Berkhamsted School, Miusic Room 101, Castle Campus

Jorathan Lee, Artistic Director - Ben Noithip, Performance Director
SAVE THE DATE

Christmas Concert, Sunday December 14™ 6pm

For more information contact bioycarmody@gmall.com
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% CIRCUITEIX

BREFIPIEE YOI EE TR LR R T

® Power to : exlensions

shidds, garages, ponds,
® Hpwires gardens, lofts
® Replacement Fuse Boards warkshops
®CoTV

® New Circuits

L] wtenn
& New Sockets, Swilcles Astcny "

* New Light Fittings ® Gate anfomatinn
® Downlights

® Smnke Alarms

o FAT Testine

® Periodic Inspection & Testing
® Landlords Certificates

® Satellite systens

® Telephone extenslons

—

Appeend Coniracior asd
Pt P agisirn

Tel : (1296 630124

Mobile : 07825 747773

Email : steve.rozental@circuitfix.co.uk
Website : http://eircuitfix.co.uk

here’s no place like ..

Hnmc‘T‘n:-;teud
5INIOR CARI)

HOME

Lo ger, £0 ¥ pertosad =

THE ALEXANDER
TECHNIQUE
with
Trevor Allan Davies (STAT)
To book a free introductory
lesson in Central
Berkhamsted:
(7963)642844
info@trevorallandavies.co.uk

BOOKS PURCHASED

HARDBACK BOOKS
WANTED OLD OR NEW
LARGE OR SMALL
AMOLINTS
HOUSE CLEARANCE
DISCRETION ASSURED
PROMPT PAYMENT

01442 832910

DJ PROCTOR

specialists in providing older people with
non-medical care in their own homes

Eeing able to live at home can be one of
the most important comforts in an older

persons life and because family & friends
can't always be there Home Instead are
here to help.

Call us on 01442 233599

www.homeinstead.co.ulk
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Chve Atwill - Carpenter
Tel: 01142 87880

Friendly, relialde local craftsman
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The Travelling Crib

There is an old Mexican custom, where,
during Advent, people dressed up as
Mary and loseph travel around their
villages knocking at peoples’ doors to see
who will give them hospitality.

The Mothers' Union has adapted this
custom through the idea of a Travelling
Crib.

Our branch
of The
Mothers’
Union has,
for many
years,
provided two
Travelling
Cribs for the
parish, one
for each
church. The
knitted
figures of Mary and Joseph were made by
our members in order to provide a ‘child
friendly’ crib 5o that no one will have to
waorry young children might damage
them. Each year they are mended or
replaced, as necessary.

The figures have a special basket to travel
in and are taken on to their next resting
place by the family who gave them
shelter the night before. Each family they
visit is asked to prepare a special place in
their home for them to rest for the night.
When they arrive at each home, there is a
short welcoming prayer for the two
families to use.

If you would like the Travelling Crib to
spend a night in your home during

Advent this year please sign up on the list
which will be in church on Sundays 9" &
16" November and, in between at
Chuckles on the Tuesday and Little Fishes
on the Friday. Make a note of the dates
and bring your diaries! To avoid
disappointment, sign up on Sunday 9",

The
cribs will
be
blessed
and sent
out fram
aach
church
at the
morning
services,
on

- Advent

Sunday,

30" November with the first of the
families on the lists who have offered
their homes as a resting place on their
journey. Each night they will stay with a
different family before returning to
church, with the last family, at the Crib
Service on Christmas Eve at All Saints’ and
on Christmas Day at 5t Peter's.

If you have any queries please contact
Tracy Robinson (863559) for

All Saints” or Margaret Burbidge (862139)
for St Peter's.
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Ashridge Estate Winter News

Ashridge Is
a perfect
location for
awalk on a
beautiful
winter's
day. Wrap
up warm
and take in
the
stunning
surroundings of the National Trust's
Ashridge Estate at this magical time of
year, The leafless trees give you a great
chance to spot deer and flocks of birds
roaming the woods looking for food. If
you would like some inspiration on a new
walk route pop into the Visitor Centre
and we can point you in the right
direction,

MNews from the Estate -

Juniper Propagation

Juniper is a native conifer species that is
now very rare in the South of England.
We have only two mature bushes and
two young bushes on the estate. The
plant itself provides vital habitat for
different species and a food source for
migrating birds.

We are undertaking a project to restore
the current population and make it
sustainable and healthy. This is vital for
the biodiversity of the estate and the
survival of the species in the South East.
We are doing this by using the existing
plants as a source of seeds and cuttings.
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In October the rangers collected 50% of
the viable berries from the one fertile
female on the estate to be propagated
and grown in the tree nursery currently
under construction. Thisis a long term
project as juniper berries take two years
to mature then the seedlings will be
grown for two years in a greenhouse and
far a final year in the tree nursery before
being planted out.

Early next year we will also take cuttings
from both the male and female bushes
which will
be grown
onfor2 o
years in ‘,
the green- [
house and §
a further
year in
the tree
nursery
befare
being
planted
out, This
method is
quicker
than
collecting seeds; however the new plants
will be genetic clones of the parent plant,
leaving the population susceptible to
infection and disease.

Hopefully through the two methods we
can create a sustainable population with-
in 15 years.

Pete Mills — Ashridge Ranger



Stuck for Christmas Present ideas?

National Trust Shop -

Enjoy a spot of Christmas shopping in
the National Trust Shop, which is open 7
days a week 10am - dusk right through
until Christmas Eve. There is a great
range of gift ideas; pop in for a stress-
free shopping experience. We will also
be open all winter from the 277
December onwards.

Ashridge Christmas Fair -

sun 7" Dec: 10am — 3.30pm. Fill yourself
with festive cheer and your bags with
festive goodies at our annual Christmas
Fair. Stalls packed with unigue Christmas
present ideas and a great Christmassy
atmosphere. Free Entry.

NMational Trust Gift Membership

Or for an original gift idea that gives for
a whole year, why not buy someone
special a year's membership to the
Mational Trust? The membership pack
can be easily wrapped and is the perfect
size for posting too. You can also enjoy 2
maonths free membership when you pay
by direct debit and all money raised
from membership will be used directly
to help us protect and care for the
Ashridge Estate.

Events at Ashridge:

Ashridge Uncovered — Commons

Sat 29" Nov: 1pm - 3pm

loin us to discover the significance of the
commons to the shaping of Ashridge's
human and environmental history, and
dispel some of the myths associated with
commaons. The walk will finish at the
visitor centre in time for a scone and cup
of tea. £15 adult, £10 child. Boaking
reqguired.

Ashridge Christmas Trail

Every day from 15" Nov - 24" Dec

Join us for a stroll through the woodland
discovering more about winter and
Christmastime at Ashridge and complete
some of the 50 things to do before you're
11 3/4 on route. Follow your map, answer
the questions and return to collect your
sticker reward. £1 per trail.

Visit Father Christmas at Ashridge

Sat 13" and Sun 14™ Dec, Sat 20" and Sun
21" Dec. Sessions at 10am, 11am, 1pm,
2pm and 3pm

Each 45 minute session includes a visit
with Father Christmas and a Christmas
craft making. £6 child, £2.50 adult,

Ashridge Christmas Walk

sat 27" Dec: 10am — 12 noon

Enjoy a scenic post-Christmas walk
through the Estate at this magical time of
year. End at the Visitor Centre with a glass
of mulled wine and a mince pie. £7 adult,
£5 child.

To book your place on one of our events
please contact 01442 851227 or pop in
and see us at the Visitor Centre.
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Your Charities

Oxfam and the Ebola Crisis

The Ebola crisis in West Africa has
shocked the world, Oxfam is one of many
agencies working to bring the epidemic
under control through improved water
and sanitation and crucially hygiene
training. The charity has already reached
500,000 people in Sierra Leone alone and
plans to increase its efforts considerably,
both there and in neighbouring countries.
But funds are already stretched by the
massive refugee crisis in Syria and its
neighbours, South Sudan and northern
Irag.

One way to help would be to buy
Christmas presents and cards from
Oxfam’s excellent selection or buy an
Alternative Gift from the new range of
Oxfam Unwrapped. There is also a
delicious choice of Festive Fare so help
yvourself and those for whom there is no
room at the inn.

Audrey Hope

Caring and Sharing Love

Because they care passionately that 300
million children in the developing world
g0 to bed hungry every day and 1.4 billion
people live in poverty, Cherry, Sheila,
Helen, Anne, Angela and Mike at 5t
Peter's Church, and Julie and Rob at All
Saints’ Church feel called to do
something. What they do as part of their
Christian stewardship is act as unpaid
volunteers for a Christian organisation
which seeks to end poverty through
trade, and justice for the poor.

Once a month after morning services they
share their care by running a regular
Traidcraft stall selling Fairtrade goods.
Most of these are not found in our local
supermarkets, although they hope you
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will choose
Fairtrade tea, coffee
and chocolate when
doing your usual
shop. Traidcraft is
the largest Fairtrade Company in the UK
founded in 1979 as a Christan response
to poverty and campaigns tirelessly for
poor marginalised producers.

The teams sell a wide range of Fairtrade
certified food and crafts grown and
produced sustainably to exacting
international standards. Other goods
without the Fairtrade Mark have not yet
obtained international agreement — crafts
such as Gospel House jigsaws for
instance.

As only 2% of all the sugar and cocoa
produced worldwide is Fairtrade, Cherry,
Sheila, Helen, Anne, lulie, Mike, Rob and
Angela are doing their bit to increase this
percentage. Will you help them? If you
don't eat chocolate, you could help save
the rain forests by buying Fairtrade
cleaning products made with Fairtrade
Palm Oil and Coconut Oil.

Traidcraft has great resources for schools,
see on-line schools@traideraft.co.uk. A
competition for children to design a
Christmas card with prizes for the
winning school has a closing date 12"
December. Thinking caps on and pencils
lined up! A few years ago the Margaret
Demidecki Fairtrade prize was won by
Victoria First School, to date
Berkhamsted's only Fairtrade School,

FAIRTRADE

Traidcraft is Fairtrade, but it is more
than fair. To find out more go to
www.traidcraft.co.uk or pick up a leaflet
from 5t Peter’'s or All Saints churches, Qr
ask Angela on 866992,



Your Berkhamsted needs a Treasurer

Your Berkhamsted is the monthly magazine for town and parish. It has a
vibrant and varied range of writers and articles reflecting the life and
interests of our town.,

We need someone to take over the voluntary role of Treasurer, This
includes overseeing a bank account, making payments and banking cash,

issuing invoices and similar jobs. All current records are in very good shape.
The Treasurer would also be a member of the yB editorial team and would
be invited to attend monthly evening meetings when available.
Meetings are sociable and you will join a friendly and
commited group of people.
If this sounds like you please contact:
Jacqueline Hicks: editor@yourberkhamsted.org.uk

-
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Paintings, lllustration
Ceramics, Glass, Woodcraft
Woodcarving, Stonecarving

Printed Textiles, Jewellery
www.tnwnfarmartshnw.blugsput.num

Festive art show in Cheddington:
hand-crafted, high gquality Christmas gifts
pus mulled wine, Christmas cake & Belglan waffles

ONE WEEKEND ONLY
Friday 28 -~ Sunday 30 November
10am ~ Spm

& Town Farm, Cheddington, Nr Tring, LU7 OTT
PLEASE PARK ON HIGH STREET ~ NOT IN TOWN FARM

Fraa entry - Donations for refreshments
In ald of Rennle Grove Hospice Care

Copy Dates: 11 Movember 11 December 11 lanuary

Your Berkhamsted Team

Editor: Jacgueline Hicks, editer@yourberkhamsted.org.uk

Layout: Helen Dowley

Features: lan Skillicorn, Julian Dawson, Matt Dawson,

Advertising: lohn Gerry, 07774 850508, advertising@yourberkhamsted.arg.uk

Published by Great Berkhamsted Parochial Church Council, Registered charity no 1130108
Printed by Strongs Printing, Bank Mill Lane, Berkhamsted, HP4 2NT
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Plan Copying

B/W A2 to AD)

Photocopying

A4 - A1 colour
Full Colour Digital Printed Leaflets

Ad A5
x100 for £30 x100 for £20
x200 for £45 x200 for £35
X500 for £75 x500 for £52
x1000 for £120 x1000 for £80

Full Colour Digital Business Cards

x100 single sided £31 x1000 single sided £79
x100 double sided £46 x1000 double sided £113

Berkhamsted
High 5t.

Photocopying Colour & B/W
Laminating / Stapling / Hole Punching

Binding (GBC, Perfect & Saddle Stitch) E3G BarbGE

?ESIgn: ; B i il Bub
ull Apple Mac Design Studio Ll

Artwork | Scanning [ Repro %) o

Printing: Bank il Lane.

NCR Sets & Books / Letterheads
Compliment Slips / Business Cards P e
Leaflets / Brochures / Folders / Posters Heme! Hempstead

s Printing Services
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