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Welcome to the April 2006 issue of the
Berkhamsted review

A theme that seems to recur in several
places in this month's review is change. In
some cases our contributors are looking to
the future to changes that may or must take
place. Ian Reay writes about the future of
the Water Lane area, Christopher Morris
about renewal of the heating system in St
Peter's Church. Elsewhere we touch on
changes that have taken place in the past -
from the London Underground to the fonts
in St Peter's Church. Norman Cutting
returns to the pages of the review and asks
Have things changed? Well, have they?
Look at the letter written in 1845 that we
reproduce. Grumbling about the heating
arrangements at St Peter's is evidently a
habit of long-standing. There is a strong
hint that in terms of our day-to-day
concerns nothing really changes. But that
is not the Easter message. As Jonathan
Gordon writes, Easter is all about change.
The events of the first Easter changed the
world for ever. They transformed the lives
of the disciples. They can transform our
lives. In Jonathan's words Easter ... is an
earthquake that does not destroy and bring
chaos, but rather, offers new starts,
reconciliation, forgiveness and peace.

Christopher Green
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Canon Robert
Brown my beloved
Rector and later
Archdeacon of
Bedford used to instil
in me that the most
important people in
the Church of
England were its
churchwardens. He
was not just speaking
of St Peter's but of the
enormous and untold service given by so
many and so freely throughout the Parish
Churches of England. At that time we had
just seen the difference between Rector’s
Warden and People's Warden rescinded by
law and since then of course we have seen
the post open to the ladies as well. All of
these changes have been of immeasurable
benefit to the Church.

We have been fortunate enough to witness
what Robert Brown meant. Carole Dell
has been remarkable by any standards and
her steady hand on the tiller during the
recent interregnum has steered us through
very choppy waters indeed. She remained
unfailingly cheerful and approachable and
was a tower of strength. That she found
time to be a wife and mother and efficient
business woman at the same time only goes
to confirm the old adage that it is the busy
person who is so often able to take on more.
As our churchwarden she has done us
proud and we are very grateful.

The role of a churchwarden goes back to
the 13™century and in the past they have
had extensive civic duties including
maintaining the state of the roads and
making a note of citizens who were not at
Divine Service on a Sunday. The tower was

useful for this task provided that the
churchwardens could climb the stairs!
One of the interesting reminders from this
age is the fact that the meeting to appoint
churchwardens is open to all on the
Electoral Register and not just the
Electoral Roll. There are certain
safeguards to prevent a non-believer
being elected. Our present churchwardens
are much more friendly and we expect
them to ensure that all is in order for
worship, the church clean and warm and
the minister duly prepared with a clean
surplice supplied, if necessary, by the
PCC. The churchwardens are a legal
entity and are the Bishop’s Officers who
have the right with or without the
incumbent to eject from the church (I
once found it necessary to alert the
Churchwardens for this purpose). They of
course are expected to be a conduit from
the people to the Rector and vice versa.
This is a most important task and taken
seriously leads to a happy parish.

They cannot be expected to do everything
and so there is a multitude of jobs which
need to be taken up by others, freely and
with a cheerful Christian spirit. A glance
at a pew leaflet will quickly tell you what
is on offer at the moment and the
churchwardens and the Rector will
always be pleased to hear from you.
Being British you may need to be nudged
in the right direction and so do not take it
amiss if someone nudges you. False
modesty never helps anyone.

The parish has just had its Annual
Meetings but it is always the right time to
volunteer and who knows it might open
up opportunities you had never imagined
possible. <>
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Regular readers of this LOVED AND “Self-help initiatives
page will know the and income-
statistics of The generating  activities
Mothers’ Union; - a RESPECTED can do so much to
world wide Christian improve the lives of
organisation with 3.6 AROUND THE women  and  their
million members in over w families. Earning a
75 countries, working for ORLD small  amount  of
some of the most needy money can  enable

and marginalised women
in the world. At the

MU Workers Overseas

children to go to

grass-roots level it is the
MU workers who support

Margaret Burbidge writes

school and to eat
better;, I now have
skills to help and

families and

support the local

contribute to .o MU in this type
improving  their E»hﬂ‘&'f[-ﬂﬁ care 'IIC?F of activity’.’
lives. fﬂF'L'LLLIi-ES wirldwile Ml\?[rfh'? Rurai
In 1886, ten years - Valalta
diocese,

after Mary Sumner

began the MU, the first overseas branch was
opened in New Zealand and started its
spread across the world. Initially the MU
workers overseas were from Great Britain,
and the MU archives contain letters from
some of these pioneering women. The work
included helping local women with basic
health and child care, as well as instructing
them in the Christian faith, and opening
local MU branches, schools and clinics.
They worked closely with the local bishop
and were often the only female member of
staff in his team. As a result they and the
MU were loved and respected around the
world.

Today the number of MU workers is over
300. They are now local women who
understand the needs of their communities
and are sensitive to cultural matters. Their
role has expanded and among the issues they
encourage women to think about and tackle
are community development, violence
against women and HIV/AIDS. The MU
workers are part of diocesan and provincial
teams and through them they are supported
and trained. Their confidence and expertise
is invaluable for the work of MU and its
members in developing countries.

These two quotes from MU workers seem to
say it all:

Melanesia.

“[ feel able to use my skills to help poor
families grow spiritually, physically and
emotionally. The practical business skills
will enable me to advise vulnerable
people to take practical action to improve

their lives.” Jeanne-Francoise
NdiMubakunzi -  Gitega diocese,
Burundi.

The work costs money; salaries, travel
costs, funding projects and training have
to be financed. Some money comes from
the local dioceses, but most from the
Overseas Fund largely supported by
members in the UK and Ireland. Around
half a million pounds is given each year,
yet if the work is to expand and the
number of workers to increase, more
money will be needed. This is why the
money raised at our coffee morning
(£160) in March will go to the Overseas
Fund, and we thank everyone who
supported it. This money and that raised
by all the branches in the diocese was
presented to Trish Heywood, the World
Wide President at the Lady Day service
in St Albans Abbey. Through the MU
workers it will deepen participation in
grass-roots communities, empower poor
people, orphans, the sick and the
unloved, and so bring Christ’s love into
people’s lives in practical ways. <>
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Blair Electrical Limited
Electrical Engineers & Contractors

Domestic, Commercial & Indusiral installations

- people you can rely on

(IS4 DTS ° ey TR )
O]

Blair Electrical Ltd. Unit 11 Akeman Business Park
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Tel: 04

Blair Electrical

ATTCHISONS

154 High Street
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Herts HP4 3AT

Estate Agents
Tel: (01442) 862533
Fax: (01442) 384601
Surveyors
Tel: (01442) 864713
Fax: (01442) 862405
www.aitchisons.co.uk

Abbeyfield

The Abbeyfield (Berkhamsted and Hemel
Hempstead) Society Limited

Independent but unhappy living alone?

Abbeyfield provide very sheltered houses at
Potten End
Hemel Hempstead
Leverstock Green
For further information contact:
Mrs Susan Pullen 01442 217578

Registered Charity Mo, 261424, Regimered Office 175 High S Berkhamsied

Wil Kimberley
Garden Services

01442 255784

Grass cutting
Hedge trimming
Patios cleaned
Gutters cleared

All cuttings and
clippings removed
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Why not phone
fora quote?

Paul’s
Plumbing

Services
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FREE ESTIMATES

LOCAL TRADESMAN

e

Tel: 01442 825850
Mbl: 07811 186381

Hearts and
Flowers

Q

Shop open/orders taken
7 days a week

102 High St, Berkhamsted
Freephone

0800 977 4071

www.hearts-and-flowers.com




here has been a lot
in the news recently
about the expansive
plans that the Borough
Council has for
regenerating Hemel

lan Reay's

n e. WS ;({)emel Hempstead.
VIeWS

weekly shop at Waitrose
has to leave town and go
Apsley, Tring or

These worries increased

Hempstead town centre -

Ripe for Regeneration

when Waitrose asked

the Vision 2020. Ever
since the explosion at
Buncefield last December
Hemel Hempstead has

lan Reay looks at the
Water Lane site

and was allowed to
increase its shopping
floor area (by about a
third) and it became

been in the limelight, and

the launch of this new ambitious project for
the town was fortuitously timed to take full
advantage of this. Six big time property
developers are now jostling for position,
hoping to work with the borough to rebuild
the decaying centre of the old New Town.
But, in spite of all the attention on Hemel
Hempstead at the present time,
Berkhamsted has not been forgotten!

A few weeks ago the Borough Council
announced that it was looking into the
possibility of providing for a new food
supermarket in Berkhamsted. A company
has been asked to prepare plans for
regenerating the area around Tesco,
including the shops stretching along the
High Street from Tesco almost as far as
WH Smith and the Water Lane car park.
These buildings are not the most attractive
in the town despite lying in the heart of the
Conservation Area. For a long time, after
Waitrose moved from here to its current
site, the area looked destitute and it has
taken many years to fill all the empty shops
- although they are now all occupied with
apparently thriving businesses.

Ever since the new Waitrose was built in
the mid 1990s a lot of people have
expressed worries that there is no real
competition for it in the town. The
Berkhamsted shop is, after all, the most
profitable Waitrose store in the country.
Although Berkhamsted has a Tesco, it is
not a modern store, is on a cramped site and
it can only offer a limited range. In effect
anyone who doesn’t want to do their big

clearer that there cannot
be a superstore at the Stag Lane site. Tesco
owns this site and for many years tried to
persuade the planning authorities to put a
store there. It did not succeed, because it
was thought that a large store there would
damage the town centre. Plans are now
well under way — although not yet agreed —
to put about 150 houses on that site.

The car park at Water Lane, and the area
along the High Street next to the current
Tesco, has been earmarked for some time
as a site for a food superstore. A floor space
of about 1000 or more square metres is a
possibility. This is rather smaller than
Waitrose but it will still provide more
competition than Tesco is able to offer on
its present site. There are other things that
could be done here too. Instead of, or as
well as, a large supermarket, there could be
smaller shops and maybe some flats. A
Government Inspector, when commenting
on a proposal for a new town square on this
site ruled that it would not be appropriate
for a town like Berkhamsted which was, he
said, linear in structure. I find this
surprising since the siting of the new
Waitrose has already made the town less
linear.

The present review provides the
opportunity for this site to be totally
rethought with careful design and to make
it an altogether more attractive place,
worthy of its location in the Conservation
Area. A mini regeneration of Berkhamsted
is what is called for, right in the centre of

7
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For Personal Attention from Berkhamsted’s
only independent family business

J. WORLEY

(FUNERAL DIRECTORS) LTD
344 High Street, Berkhamsted

FUNERAL DIRECTOR and
MONUMENTAL MASON

® GOLDEN CHARTER PRE-PAYMENT PLANS @ 24 HR EMERGENCY
SERVICE ® COMPETITIVE PRICES ® PRIVATE REST ROOM

Telephone Day/Night Berkhamsted 870326

0plus Handyman

HANDYMAN SERVICE
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rizngr & gefenor, penerg] maminance
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HIRE OF HALLS

To book a Parish Hall
please contact

Jean Green
(878227)

for St Peter's
Court House

‘S.DELL & SONS LTD. )

CONTAINERISED STORAGE
& FURNITURE REMOVALS
TO ALL PARTS OF
ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, WALES
SOUTHERN & NORTHERN IRELAND
AND THE CONTINENT

s Unit 1, Canalside
M Northbridge Road,
(86647.6) BERKHAMSTED
for All Saints’ HP4 1EG
\01442 863959
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QLIAT 2 e SrrTes. || COMMUNITY
ESTATE AGENTS | | First aid qualified and MARKET
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. & surrounding villages First Saturday each month
Hertfordshire Mon-Thu - £7 per hour 9:00am — 12:30pm
HP4 3AT Fri-Sun - £8 per hour Nextt mar{cets:
Tel: 01442 870444 07876 178391 6" My

Fax: 01442 870404

01442 873509

Stalls £8 tel 866992




t didn’t start that way.
First of all we saw a trip
advertised from Tierra del
Fuego to the Antarctic and
back again. Then we

FROM THE
AMAZON TO THE
ANTARCTIC

We were due to

call in at West
Falkland to visit a
farm and some

King Penguins but,

noticed that if we
embarked at Buenos Aires
we could include the
Falkland Islands as well ...

Transatlantic travels
with Priscilla Watt

unfortunately, a
force ten gale put
paid to this as we
would have had to

but while crossing the
Atlantic why not make it worthwhile and
start in the Amazon?

We flew from a very wintry Gatwick just
after Christmas and joined our ship in the
heat of Manaus which is approximately
halfway up the Amazon and renowned for
its splendid Opera House. This is a large
city and I did not at first appreciate that it
had no road connections with the rest of the
country, all connection being by air or river,
and the chief mode of transport was the
riverboat of the Mississippi type.

We called at two more places on the
Amazon — at one of which we were
conveyed by trishaw (a rickshaw propelled
by a tricycle) which proved most interesting
as the drivers practised their overtaking
skills.

On leaving the Amazon we very briefly
visited the Northern hemisphere before
turning South and visiting Recife and its
neighbour Olinda a beautiful town of
colonial Portuguese houses.

It was then on to Rio de Janeiro where we
went up the Sugar Loaf Mountain and
Corcovado with its statue of Christ the
Redeemer, the former was reached by cable
car and the latter by a cog railway, both
interesting experiences with fantastic views
from the top. We also made a short visit to
Copacabana beach which was full as it was
still the school summer holidays. Perhaps
the best view of Rio was as the ship steamed
out — it really is one of the most spectacular
harbours in the world.

On to Buenos Aires where we chose a trip
to the Tigre Delta just outside the city. Here
there is a community, with a large number
of weekend homes, on islands with no
bridges, so all transport is dependent on
boat.

go ashore by
tender.  (Incidentally the gale caused
havoc the previous night as all the drawers
in my bedside cabinet dropped out as the
ship rolled). The following day was
completely different with a brilliant blue
sky as we visited Stanley in East Falkland
(we were firmly told that Port Stanley was
the name of the port and not of the town).
After Latin America this was definitely a
touch of home — red pillar-boxes, driving
on the left and Waitrose goods in the
supermarket.

Then on down to the Antarctic which we
learned was the continent with the greatest
average height and the driest climate. We
were able to visit three out of the proposed
four landing spots, the other being blocked
by ice. Antarctica is very -carefully
controlled and licences have to be obtained
for anyone to land, the number being
ashore at any one time being restricted and
so we had to go in relays. The main
attraction at each stop was the penguins
which are fascinating to watch. Global
warming? We did meet icebergs far
further North than we should have done
and we had rain on the Antarctic one day
and I was told this should have been snow.
It was then time to turn back and we
sailed up to Ushaia at the tip of South
America from where we flew to Buenos
Aires and on to London.

Overall view — a cruise is a wonderful way
to travel in that the bedroom and luggage
comes with you but you get only a short
taste of a place before returning to a sort of
England. We are shown only the best bits
and so do not get the full story — for
instance we did not see anything of the
slums of Rio.

All in all, it was a wonderful trip and I feel
very lucky to have been able to go <>
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desirable residential interiors

complimentary interior design solutions
made to measure curtains & blinds
designer fabrics and wallpapers
custom made furniture

INDEPENDENT re-upholstery
CO-EDUCATIONAL

DAY SCHOOL 2%-18 0870 8503148

email: dezrezinteriors@aol.com

Enquiries:
Berkhamsted (01442) 877060

Headteacher Mrs N Boddam-Whetham

EXCTION [Y] OBILITY T.A. LINGARD
o MOTORS

i “rmaking 1o aaciar™
1) N
s:-}m e el BILLET LANE
eLecTric Bens  Gosyufeet BERKHAMSTED

BAT?qﬁLI_:_:r?EIg-fnfénﬁpm Tel: Berkhamsted 871911
RISER-CHAIRS - WHEEL CHAIRS
SALES — SEHVIGE — HEFAING ® WELDING
ve iras m SERVICING
Barkhamstor, Horts m BREAKDOWN
RECOVERY

O144Z BTT433

m.:tunnmnnllly_’..:n-.u.u m BODY REPAIRS
amail; barkhamatedi@actionmobility. co.uk

N T T T T NORTHCHURCH SOCIAL CENTRE
s 0 A e LS
Electrical
« Surveys
= Inspections
= Advice
From the faulty light .
switch to a complete Large and small halls for meetings
rewire and all social functions
01442 871851 Kitchen facilities and stage
sparks@normeall.co.uk Enquiries: 01442 863243
wwww._normeall.co.uk Office hours: 9.00am-11.00am Monday to Friday
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UGANDA GUEST

hoped, if they are able

Bishop Stanley is
visiting the UK just
after Easter and on
Sunday 23" April he

will be coming to Potten
End and Little

Visit of
Bishop Stanley Ntagali,
bishop of Masindi, Uganda

to obtain visas, the
Bishop’s son Timothy
and nephew Robert.
Roger is from Little
Gaddesden and a

Gaddesden. A warm
invitation is extended at all to come to the
services.

10:30am Parish Family Communion at
Potten End
6:30pm Easter Praise at Little Gaddesden

Bishop Stanley has visited Potten End and
Little Gaddesden several times in recent
years before he was appointed to be the
first Bishop of the new Diocese of Masindi-
Kitara in Western Uganda in December
2004. The Bishop will be accompanied by
his wife Beatrice, who is the Diocesan

former secretary of the
Berkhamsted Deanery Synod. He is now
living in Masindi, where he is the Diocesan
International Relations Officer.

There are strong links between Potten End,
Little Gaddesden and Masindi. A
considerable sum of money was raised to
help provide the Bishop with a 4x4 vehicle
so that he could get around his diocese on
the unmade up roads. John Kirkby, the
Team Vicar of Potten End plans to visit
Masindi in the autumn. The church in
Uganda has grown enormously in recent
years. Many report on the welcome and

President of the Mothers Union. Roger vibrancy of the Ugandans' faith. <
Turner will be coming as well, with, it is
BOXES OF DELIGHT

Liz Baxendale recalls her childhood presents

When I was a child one of my best presents was a Shop-in-a-box. It might be a Post Office
with sheets of tiny stamps in green and red, an ink pad and telegram forms, a selection of
writing paper in palest pink and green decorated with elves and ladybirds; or it might be a
Sweet Shop, with little glass bottles of Hundreds-and-Thousands, Dolly Mixtures and
Mini-Gems and so on; and there was always a pair of balance scales made of tin, poke
bags and fake coins. I loved either as a small girl. Our three-cornered fire-guard set on
three books on the table (one book was a Sunday School prize of Mother's circa 1905, and
called Agathos and the Rocky Island) made a perfect Post Office grille under which to
pass stamps and telegram forms to prospective customers.

But there was another box in our house which held a tiny pair of tin tongs. This box was
smaller than the shop boxes and whereas they were printed with bright coloured pictures,
this one was made of strong brown cardboard. When the lid was lifted, it revealed a
honeycomb of 365 little scrolls of paper. On each was printed a Promise of God. The tiny
tongs were to assist in removing the scrolls each day so that the text could be read - a sort
of Thought for the Day. For a year or two my Mother and I would carry out a small
ceremony each morning after breakfast, taking it in turns to read the Promise for the day,
and then rolling up the paper and putting it back.

When things get tough, I recall some of the texts. Perhaps you can still buy Promise
boxes, but until you find one, I pass on this thought:

When you are between a rock and a hard place, don't panic.
You'll find the Lord is in the gap too.
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Peter Grimsheow

Hair

1 cut £19

2 cuts £29

3 cuts £35

4 cuts £40
07780 814581

Haircuts for all the family

www.petergrimshawhair.com

MRS DOOLITTLES
EXPERIENCED
AMIMAL CARE

Whilsl an holkday
AL work o during
I &l WELIF FROrTE
. Al animalks
Fully |resiirgsd
- Fadgrancss envailabla
i %% yomns of vabarinary
AT ECCEHaT WO

Rimg Bavarkey Cormtrayala

on 822191 or 0796 7019031

Paul’s Property
Services

HANDY HOME SERVICES

Versatile, Individual, Reliable A friendly professional service,
:‘;:::;*:e";:':“::a""" where no joh is too small
gates & fencing ﬂ Electrical Services, Installation and Repairs [ Part
* Gardening P registered ) - Maintenance Services — Minor
* Carpentry Interior and Exterior Repairs — Assembly of Flat
e * Dralns & guttering Pack Hl"litllrﬂ
orencs canIAIN BROWN
01442 871158 || 01442384473 - 07850 102319

4\ !% 74

Fully-Inclusive Skiing for Families

Schgdubed flights & tranifers = Family acopmmodation
Al meeals = Travel Insuramce = Equipment Hire = Lift Passes

Expert 3ki Tuition = Troll Club for Kids

23 UPPER HALL PARK. BERKHAMSTED HP4 NP

KelsoTravel grochure® 01442 385137
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HAT TRICKS

at S tudham

Weddings

ASCOt

seecial Occasions
Hats for Hire

Hats o buy
Feather Fascinators

(01582) 873822
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R isation. JFUND RAISING FOR  Geting sponsors can
reorganisation. No, the calmREN be painful, and even

Berkhamsted Walk isn’t

more painful getting
them to pay up. You

entering the political
arena but, yes, it’s a bit
different. Why? Because
we want more people to
walk, we want to make it
easier to do so, and to

The 38™ Children’s Society
Berkhamsted Annual Sponsored
Walk 14™ May 2006

can as aways sponsor

yourself, but please
remember it's for the
Children's  Society.

Something around the

raise more sponsorship money. How?
There are more routes with more distances
to choose from. Registration at the Court
House will be two hours longer, from
10:00am to 2:00pm. Register early on the
Register Now form attached to the Sponsor
Form, and make your registration quicker
and easier. The time you start and finish
will be your choice. Sweepers will patrol
the routes later in the day, and way-marks
will stay in place longer. Sweepers make
sure everyone is back safely from their
chosen route.

Prizes for the most sponsorship have
increased threefold in number, and vaue.
There are fabulous prizes for the three
people who raise the most sponsorship
money. A Paramo waterproof jacket, retail
£180, a par of Chris Brasher walking
boots, retail £100, and a pair of Leki
walking poles, retail £40. If you don’t need
any of these, goods of equal value can be
selected from our generous sponsor’s shop
at Bourne End, The Complete Outdoors.

The Wak is to raise money for the
Children’s Society, with no bones about it!
It gives you a great organised day out in the
beautiful countryside around us, in return
for your sponsorship. We've entered the
computer age. The sponsor forms will be
conventionally available around the Town,
and sent to previous walkers, schools and
clubs. New for this year, the sponsor form
can also be downloaded from our web site,
http://www.ber khamstedwalk.org.uk

The site gives you al you need to know
about the Walk. If it doesn’t, (or you don't
do web sites!), please phone 01442 864968.

cost of a mea out
would be more useful than the price of a
motorway cup of tea. We' ve made it easier
to raise and collect sponsorship. We are
giving tips for fund-raising, and suggesting
you open your own free personal web page
using the site http://www.justgiving.com .
Follow the easy steps when you log on.
Your sponsors pay into your site by credit
card, making paying in and collection
easier all round.

There's great emphasis these days on fit
kids and avoiding obesity, as much by
exercise as by reducing calories. We are
hoping to persuade parents, schools and
youth organisations to enter groups of
children and teenagers in pursuit of this
ideal. Last year, girls from Abbotts Hill
School had a brilliant time. They raised
£1200 between them. Wow. We'd love
more schools and groups to match that. If
you know of a group leader or school
teacher willing to lead a group, please alert
them to this great opportunity for youthful
fitness, fun and fund raising.

We hope the changes will be to your liking.
WEe'll refrain from caling it the New
Berkhamsted Walk, but we hope it's a new
departure in fun and fund raising. What is
not new is the continuing need to care for
the thousands of deprived children who are
vulnerable to exploitation. Please enjoy
yourselves on May 14™and share a little bit
of your good fortune. Every pound you
raise enables The Children's Society to
make areal differenceto children’slives.

7
0‘0
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he St Peter’s Church
heating plant is now
over 20 years old and is due
for renewal. We shall
shortly be appointing a firm

HEATING
ST PETER’S

which would get over the
problem of burners
tripping at low fan speeds.
Means would be
employed to reduce the

of consulting engineers to
examine the options for
replacing the present
system. This consists of gas

Christopher Morris
looks to the future

fan noise in addition to the
silencers which are now
installed in the ducts.

fired indirect heaters,

heating the air which is drawn through
them by fans and then discharged into the
Church through a number of under floor
ducts. The design of the system in 1984
was constrained by the space available in
the 19" century basement for equipment
and by the existing floor ducts. The
disposition of the latter is strange, there
being no ducts running to the west end to
provide heat there. The layout is even
stranger when one notes that in the original
scheme, which had furnaces fuelled by
coke or coal and natural circulation, the
greater part of the warm air came up
through the grating that is at the foot of
what is now the chancel step. The cooled
air returned through the grating which is
further west, nearer where the
Churchwardens now sit, and through the
gratings in St John’s Chantry. It may be
that with the clergy and choir located in the
crossing and the dignitaries seated in the
front pews the heat was where it mattered.
In addition to the current uneven
distribution of warm air we have the
problem of noise from the fans. We can
reduce the noise during services by slowing
the fans but there is a limit to this in that, if
the fans are slowed down too much, the
burners will overheat and trip.

We have had a meeting with the Diocesan
heating adviser and it has been agreed that
the options to be studied by the consultants
are:

Scheme 1

To keep to the existing system but with the
ducts extended under the suspended nave
floors to the west end. The gas fired air
heaters might be replaced by hot water ones

14

Scheme 2

To have a totally wet system with hot water
convectors, some of which, down the north
and south walls, might have to consist of
large diameter finned pipes to minimise
interference with the pews.

Scheme 3

A hybrid system of air heaters as in Scheme
1 together with hot water convectors to heat
the areas not served by the present ducts.

In all schemes heating would be extended
to the north transept and Lady Chapel and
possibly to St Catherine’s Chapel.

The adviser rejected two other methods of
heating, I am glad to say, as I would have
strongly opposed them, namely under floor
heating and radiant wall mounted heaters.
The former because of the high insulation
of the floor boards and the worry of having
a network of hot water pipes under the
floor. The latter because of doubts about
their effectiveness and the fact that they
would never be permitted anyway for
aesthetic reasons. Have a look at the heaters
in St Catherine’s Chapel.

We program to have the detailed design
completed and a contractor appointed in
time for the work to start immediately after
the end of the next heating season.

Perhaps older readers of the Review do not
remember seeing the letter of 1845 which 1
found in the Church archives and so it is
worth publishing it again for their benefit
and that of newer readers (see opposite
page). It rings true today

7

- plus ¢a change ... <



Messrs J Weeks and Day

Goob CoAlL

Mr Weeks will be
happy to meet your

Architects Committee on any day
Horticultural Builders AND COKE you may be pleased to
& HOT WATER appoint, should you
APPARATUS . . think such a course
MANUFACTURERS A letter from the parish archives, desirable, at the same
Gloucester Place addressed simply to: time we should like our
Kings Road Mr Claridge, Berkhamsted man to be there to
CHELSEA attend to the fire,
February 21. 1845 and that you be

. chimney provided  with
%}r, b the best

e ope  your description  of

Committee has no
intention of
throwing any
unreasonable
objections  or
obstacles in the
way. We were in
hopes after all we
have done, that the
Hot Water
Apparatus would have been perfectly
satisfactory to all your Parishioners. We
understand from our man that on several
Sundays the Congregation expressed
their entire satisfaction, and even some
complained of the Church being too hot.
We do not consider it a fair trial to test
the heat when the Church is unoccupied.
The object of heating Churches is that the
Congregation shall not feel cold by the
length of time they have to sit — and a
great deal depends on the quality of fuel
used, some of which you are aware has
twice the power of other sorts; good
Coke and Coals are what ought to be
used if the full power of the Apparatus is
required to be tested.

Coke and Coals.
But we hope you
will spare us all
the expense you
can, as we assure
you we are
considerably out
of Pocket by the
job.

We have the honour to be Sir

Your most Obednt. Servts.

J Weeks & R Day

Christopher Morris adds a footnote:

In a photograph taken of the north side of
the Church in 1870, before the
restoration was completed, a chimney
can be seen in the bay between the two
central buttresses of the north aisle wall,
adjacent to the now closed north door.
Presumably this was where the Hot
Water Apparatus was located. The
Apparatus, with the cast iron hot water
pipes and possibly radiators, must have
been removed and replaced with the
underground air heating furnaces as part
of the restoration. X

What do I complain about?

Father Basil Jones dips into Kilvert's diary.

Sunday, St Valentine's Eve 1870.

Went to Bettws in the afternoon wrapped in two waistcoats, two coats, a muffler and a
mackintosh, and was not at all too warm. Heard the Chapel bell pealing strongly for the
second time since I have been here and when I got to the Chapel my beard, moustaches
and whiskers were so stiff with ice that I could hardly open my mouth and my beard was
frozen on to my mackintosh. There was a large Christening party from Llwyn Gwilym.
The baby was baptised in ice which was broken and swimming about in the Font. <
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decorating maintenance computer help

FULLY INSURED = NO JOB TOO SMALL - JUST ASK ME

FIFTY-ISH

Guy Parry

handyguy

HOUSEHOLD TROUBLESHOOTER

FRIEMDLY

07775 512995

wild flowars,
uriiscl
pansnnials,
garden design
& planting

RODERICK
WILSON

Fully qualified
TREE SURGEON
and FORESTRY

CONTRACTOR

Tel: 842716 (eve)

installations self-assembly ic
11 CHESHAM ROAD,
ASHLEY GREFN, BUCES
TEL: 04 B53ams
RELIABLE GRADUATE TR cheon, ok
++ OPEN DAYS
Sum 2 Apwll, Sun T Miry Sun 4 Jurss,
handyguydtesco.net Sun 2 Juby Sun 3 Sept
Johpe e o o Al P REPe
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/. LADY GARDENERS f
We are a team of experienced, knowledpeable and ﬁ
o Sympathetic gardeners who provide a flexible and
E | 1-}1" friendly service. We specialise in garden design,
II fluveer bardiers, prumning, grass and hedge catting, and "
pereeral tidyvieg. We ofer aryvthing from regalar work K
w one-off blies. Por moee informabion contact

b Rosemnary Burnett on 01442 ETTA21
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CHILTERN LANDSCAPING

Garden design, landscaping and garden service
including
Site & garden clearance, block and brick paths,
patios and walls, rotavating, turfing & lawn
maintenance, rockeries, ponds and water features

DAVE WATSON
5 The Mill,
Tring Road, Wilstone,
Herts HP23 4FP

tel: 01442 822948
mbl: 07956 985 365
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ne or two readers
may remember how
at the end of the last

HAVE THINGS
CHANGED?

three months (at
least). It is intended that
it will be made up by the

century, [ used to write a
column trying to keep

Norman Cutting muses car

use of the Canal Fields
park which

you all abreast with what
goes on behind our backs in the town.
Being one of the few who actually work
in the town, I've been struck by the
number of people who have remarked
that they like living here and one lady,
who moved to Hemel from up north to
be near her daughter, said she would
have preferred Berkhamsted.

I can only suppose that those who know
best must be doing something right, but
it did start to remind me that when I was
young we still went round complaining
that there was nothing to do, but we did
have a theatre and one and a half
cinemas, a paddling pool, outdoor
swimming pool in the centre of town,
numerous garages selling petrol and
cars, gas/electricity showrooms,
Sainsburys, more pubs than you could
imagine and the Co-op sold just about
everything.

On the other hand, the High Street didn't
get electric light until the early 1950s,
the trains took up to two hours to get to
London (the station didn't even have
electricity), we had a freight depot and
gas works, the canal was busy with
moving freight of all types up and down
the country with the butty being part
living quarters. Oh, I forgot, we had
parking problems even then with
Berkhamsted High Street being the
widest part of the A4l between Kings
Langley and Aylesbury. This is what
reminded that things don't actually
change.

As I write this piece, the extension to the
Waitrose shop will mean that about a
third of the parking spaces will be lost

apparently has plenty of
spare capacity (except when I want to
use it, although I must admit, I usually
can find a space). This cunning plan
makes you wonder why most of the
roads around the Town Centre are
filled with vehicles during the day,
when this wunder-used resource is
available for free. Perhaps all will be
revealed in due course.

This will be part of the study, I expect,
into the re-use of the Water Lane car
park for a large retail unit (can't
imagine who/what!) and other
commercial use currently being looked
into by, yep, you guessed, consultants
from London and paid for by the
Borough Council. Now, if only they
could actually repair the pavement
along the High Street and resolve the
blockage of footways by vehicles, I
could believe that progress is being
made. <>

Firewood/Logs Supply

Consistent supply of quality
seasoned firewood.

Various supply quantities and
attractive practical storage
racks available.

Delivered and stacked.

Also for Odd Jobs,
Landscaping, Gardening,
Bricklaying
Call Sean
on 01442 875748
or 07789 733770
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PRACTITIONER ANNOUNCEMENT

This it to announce that Dr Simi Khanna
(The Chiltern Clinic of Natural Therapeutics) is now practicing at:

u};i’;iﬂ'i{u f’_‘.}f f;;ﬂm

6 Ayleswater, Watermead, Aylesbury, Bucks, HP19 0FA
Tel: 01296 397138 Email: vitalishouse@aol.com
Website: www.drsimi.co.uk

The aim of Dr Simi’s practice is to assist the person effectively in their recovery of
optimal health.

She promotes this Spirit of Wellness, through ‘Causal Natural Medicine’, wherein the
Causes of disease and their effects are identified and remedied by Effective Natural
Therapeutics.

Dr Simi Khanna initially trained in Conventional Medicine
and worked for eight years as a hospital doctor. It was her
own journey through grave illness and adversity that led
her through a multitude of experiences, discoveries and a
new way of approaching Health and Life. Consequently
she underwent extensive further training, gaining
Qualifications in Homeopathy, Oxygen-Ozone therapy,
Clinical Nutrition, Bioresonance and Advanced
Bioenergetic Medicine.

Who can Benefit?

People of all ages, suffering from short-term complaints or long-term illness who are
committed in following this model of healthcare can be helped at this practice.

The name or label of the disease is not so relevant, as the Causal factors of the illness
that are addressed.

People who have had good results using this approach had the following conditions:
(this list is by no means exhaustive).

Chronic Fatigue/M.E. Infections Pain of Varied origins  Hormonal
Injuries (inc. sports) Arthritis Bowel disorders Neurological
Heavy Metal Toxicity Allergic States Cardiovascular Eczema
Concentration Problems  Acne Diabetes Hypertension

To book a Consultation, please call: 01296 397138
Dr Simi also takes patient calls personally Mon — Thurs 1 —1.30pm




easter week

PALM SUNDAY HOLY WEEK & EASTER DAY : 9 - 16 April 2006

At St Peter’s we are looking forward to welcoming The Revd Professor John Rogerson who is
booked to give Addresses Monday — Friday in Holy Week. John was Professor of Biblical Studies
at Sheffield and is a much-published Old Testament scholar who continues to lecture and preach all

over the world.
Palm Sunday

Sun 9 8.00am Eucharist with Palm Crosses .........c.cccoecereernninierevecirennnesnerenenenene St Peter’s
9:30am  United Blessing of Palms — Anglican led............ccccoccevneinnecnnnn. All Saints’
Methodists & Anglicans from both churches start at 9:30am at 4// Saints’ and process to St Peter’s
10:00am United Sung Eucharist — Anglican led.........cccccoeonninneiinncinns St Peter’s
6:30pm Bach B Minor Mass - Chiltern Chamber Choir
& Madrid Bach ChoOir .......c.cueueeiinninieieieecinnneeeveecceeenee St Peter’s
Monday in Holy Week

Mon 10 8:00pm Eucharist with Address by The Revd Professor John Rogerson .....St Peter’s
The scandal of the Cross: Cursed be everyone who hangs on a tree (Galatians 3:13)

Tuesday in Holy Week

Tue 11 8:00pm Eucharist with Address by The Revd Professor John Rogerson .....St Peter’s
The Johannine response: As Moses lifted up the serpent (John 3:14)

8:00pm  Meditative Act of Worship — Methodist led.........cocevveieieininiineieeeceee, All Saints’

Wednesday in Holy Week

Wed 12 8:00pm Eucharist with Address by The Revd Professor John Rogerson .....St Peter’s
The Pauline response: God forbid that I should glory... (Galatians 6:14)

Maundy Thursday

Thu 13 6:00pm Haggadah Meal - Methodist led ..........cccoeeoiveiniiincinenenn All Saints’
8:00pm Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper and Vigil of Prayer

Preacher: The Revd Professor John Rogerson .........c.ccocevveveucnenne. St Peter’s

The unanswered prayer in Gethsemane: Father if it be possible... (Luke 22:42)

Good Friday

Fri 14 10:00am Ecumenical open air SErvice in the .........c.ccecevevverierreveeeerennennens Market Place
12-3pm  Three Hour Devotion including the Liturgy of the Day ................. St Peter’s

Preacher: The Revd Professor John Rogerson
12noon  The traitor empowered
12:30pm The powerful with no power
1:00pm  Forsaken but not forsaken
1:30pm  Truly this man was the Son of God (Mark 15:39)

Easter Eve

Sat 15 8:00am Association of Berkhamsted Churches Prayer Breakfast ............... All Saints’
9:00pm  The Easter Vigil.....c.cccoovienniiineiiniiineccceceeees ....5t Peter’s

Easter Day

Sun 16 7:00am Ecumenical Service in the grounds of ...........ccceceeiveeene Berkhamsted Castle
8:00am  EUuCharist ..........ccccoiuiiiiiiiniiiiiii s St Peter’s
9:30am  Sung EuchariSt..........ccooiiieirieiiniiinceeeceee e St Peter’s
10:00am All Age Communion - Methodist led.........cccooverereinncinecee. All Saints’

6:00pm  Choral EVENSONg........cccoeveieirininiinieeeeiereseeeeeeeeiese et St Peter’s
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Marlin
Montessori School

Est 33 Years

Station Approach
Berkhamsted

01442 866290
01923 681103

Sessional and Daycare
Summer Camp
Age: 2 years to 5 years

317 High Street

Dacorum Berkhamsted

. HP4 1AL

Decorating Tel: 873322
Supplies

High Street service at supermarket prices

. te of
gfockists?
PAINT & WALLPAPER SPECIALISTS

Cuprinol «Dulus=Crown
Libaron Waxes-Palid Craft Products
Stencils & accessorias

Computer Consultancy

and Repairs

Getting your PC up and running again

Software installaton & configuration
Basic and intermediate level traming
Specialising in anti-virus, security & hardware upgrades

Andy Robinson 36 Trevelyan Way
Barkhamsted HP4 1JH
Mabile: 07885 866570

Andverhdoiphind Semon co uk

eﬂ&v

Ornamental Ironwork
Secuirity Grills

Frank E Sennitt

Workshop is at:
Binghams Park Farm
Potten End Hill, Water End
Hemel Hempstead
Herts HP1 3BN
Tel / fax 01442 262040

N\

Gourt House

Coffee Bar

Every Saturday

9:30am - 12noon
(except 1st Sat in month)

&

pleasant atmosphere

-
e
MALCOLM JONES & METCALFE
Funeral Service
284 High Street, Berkhamsted

Day and Night Service
Phone 864548 or Fax 864572

D

Private
Chapels
Of Rest

Funeral Directors
Private Car Park
Memorial Consultants




Anna Markland - soloist in Grieg’s Piano Concerto at the recent Bridgewater Band concert
photo: Tony Firshman

-
W
kS

The Cowper Society presents x

% The Chiltern Chamber Choir
conductor: Adrian Davis
The Bach Choir of Madrid

conductor: Ellen Erdmann

J S Bach - Mass in B Minor

Orchestra led by Stuart James
Kathryn Jenkin and Louise Turner: sopranos
Anthony Price: alto Julian Stocker: tenor Christopher Dixon: bass

St Peter’s Church, Berkhamsted
6:30pm

Sunday 9 April, 2006
Tickets £12 (£10 concessions) Young people under 18 free
from Ofttakar’s or Bookthrift, Berkhamsted or any member of the choir

21



Think of Diamonds...
.. Think of Bailey's.

The probessionals for
value and design.

'?'ta

Balley & Sons

9 Lower Kings Road, Berkhamsted, Herts, HP3 2AE

01442 863091

Is your computer crashing?
Is your computer running slow?
Advice, maintenance, repairs,
domestic or corporate we can help!

Computer problems?

Call anytime 01442 875500
or 07867 590606
Email:
info@conway-computers.co.uk

We cover the Berkhamsted,
Hemel Hempstead and surrounding areas

Conway Computers
www.conway-computers.co.uk

Splashbacks...

oo custom made in a range of finishes
to suit all kitchens.

Great looking, profective surfaces in stainless shee
alumiiniem, copper or slove enamelled bo match
Wour decor,

# Professional service
* Made to order by local engineers

* (uick defivery
= Other services available I

'i'ﬁn%!‘;
I|-|-|_-_

Contact us for —
moee information S—

t: 01296 GE1G5E

& saleifpealmel.couk =

COLMET —
rascsion il =

little jim's

MINI-COACH HIRE

for 10 to 20 passengers

* Nights Out

* Airport Runs ,
* Family Events !Il
* Hen Parties

07736 705520
01442 870029

| Castle St, Berkhamsted HP4 2BQ)
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CLOSING THE

hen Sir Edward

sought. His report revealed

Watkin took over as CIRCLE that Watkin's predecessor
: . as chairman, a man called
chairman of the Metropolitan Sir Edward Watkin and Parson, had admitted that

Railway in 1872, the company

was respectable but its the London Underground

he didn't understand

dividends were poor. This
unhappy situation arose from

Stephen Halliday writes

accounts. The stores had
been grossly mismanaged
and the stores manager had

the fact that competition for
passengers from horse-drawn
(and later motorised) buses in
the centre of the metropolis
kept fares to levels which
made it hard to pay acceptable
dividends on the capital
invested in constructing the
line. This did not however
deter other entrepreneurs from
building other underground
railways. The Metropolitan
District Railway, later the
District Line, had been
launched in 1854 to create the
southern half of what would
eventually become the Circle
line. By 1872 the District line
was running from High Street,
Kensington where its services
overlapped with those of the
Metropolitan, to Mansion
House, within half a mile of
the Metropolitan terminus at
Moorgate. It took more than a
decade of quarrelling between the chairmen
of the two companies before the circle was
closed.

However, in 1872 Watkin faced problems
more pressing than his relations with the
District. The company's accounts were in
such a state of confusion that it was far from
clear what profits, if any, the line was
making. Watkin appointed Edward
Waterhouse, founding partner of Price
Waterhouse, to undertake an investigation to
ascertain what the defects of the past
management may have been which have
brought the company to such a low ebb. This
brief could be seen as pre-judging the
outcome, but Waterhouse had no difficulty
providing Watkin with the evidence he

vanished with the rewards
of his mismanagement.
The modest dividends that
had been paid had been
drawn from capital.
Extravagant sums had
been paid to engineers,
notably one called John
Fowler who had been
involved in the affairs of
both the Metropolitan and
the District companies
from their earliest days.
Between them, the two
companies had paid him
almost half a million
pounds. Referring to this
unimaginably large sum-
half a billion in twenty-
first century terms, Watkin
wrote to Fowler:

no engineer in the
world was ever so highly
paid ... you have set an
example which seems to me to have largely
aided in the de-moralisation of the
Professional men of all sorts who have
lived upon the suffering shareholders for
the past ten years.

Watkin’s relentless pursuit of enemies of
the Metropolitan continued throughout his
chairmanship. In 1889 he turned his scorn
on an obscure soldier called Sir Randall
Roberts who had sued the railway for an
injury supposedly suffered on the
company's premises, claiming £5,000.
Watkin had him followed by a private
detective whose evidence as to the
negligible effect of the supposed injury
resulted in the award of damages of £10 - a
fraction of the costs.

= p25
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Berkhamsted Carpet
Cleaning Ltd

Carpets, oriental rugs,

upholstery

Domestic and commercial
professional, good value fully
insured

01442 876622
0788 405 8795

PO Box 903 Berkhamsted,
Herts HP4 3ZQ

DAVID GIDDINGS
LANDSCAPES

Qualified Plantsman
Garden Construction
Planting  Aftercare

4 Kingsley Walk,
Tring, HP23 5DN
Tel: 826628

RODWELLS LTD

Fupablished 1543
DRINKS SPECIALISTS for 160 vears

oy, ="

[t

To discuss your requirements please telephone

0845 4508223

~IMPETUS MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS~

Friendly, Independent, Professional, Mortgage Advice
FIRST TIME BUYERS

FIND OUT HOW MUCH YOU CAN BORROW
-YOU MAY BE SURPRISED!!

Call for an initial FREE, no obligation, consultation on 01442 385931
Home visits available. Our normal fees are £195, payable only on completion.

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage|

Impetus Mortgage Solutions is an Appointed Representative of Personal

Touch Financial Services Limited which is authorised and regulated by
the Financial Services Authority

Carclyw Welliany
Codering Company

Feruckimy Hane, S adiveures Toul,

g, Ueen

SPECIALISTS IN
MADE TO MEASURE CURTAINS
BLINDS — CARPET - VINYL
WOOD AND LAMINATE FLOORING

To arrange a free professional estimating service
& view a wide range of samples
in the comfort of your own home, call

FREEPHONE 0800 0850593 Slm=mEEf:sE
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Watkin now turned his attention to more
constructive activities: linking up with the
District to create the Circle Line and
extending the Metropolitan in a
northwesterly direction to create the
suburbs that were to become known as
Metroland. The first task was to close the
gap between the District station at Mansion
House and the Metropolitan at Moorgate in
order to create the Circle Line linking the
main line termini north of the Thames. The
process was not helped by Watkin's long-
running feud with the Chairman of the
District Railway, James Staats Forbes
(1823-1904). In December 1877 Charles
Lucas, a contractor, persuaded Forbes and
Watkin to hold a meeting in the neutral
surrounds of his office in the City. The
City agreed to contribute £300,000 to the
cost of completing the circle and the
Metropolitan Board of Works eventually
agreed to contribute £500,000. It was
agreed that the two railways would extend
their lines to a meeting point at Tower Hill.
In September 1881 the work began. The
Metropolitan reached Tower Hill in
September 1882 and had to wait for two
years for the financially strained District to
complete the link.

Closing the Circle

Trial working of trains around the system
began in October, with a full service
beginning on 6th October 1884. It was
agreed that Metropolitan trains would run
clockwise around the outer track while
District trains ran anti-clockwise on the
inner. It was anticipated that this would
avoid conflicts between the two companies
but the hope was vain. Forbes and Watkin
accused each other of running more than a
fair share of trains, causing delays at
crossing points. For passengers other
problems were more pressing. Trains were
running up to three hours late and one
group of passengers staged a breakout from
a train marooned between stations. Only
two weeks after the line opened an
arbitrator was appointed to examine the
grievances of the two companies. This

brave man suggested that each company
should restrict itself to eight trains an hour,
allowing 80 minutes to complete the circle.
The insults however continued. Watkin
told his shareholders that the treacherous
District had sneaked in an extra 46 trains a
day. Forbes retaliated by claiming that the
Metropolitan was cheating passengers by
sending them the long way round the
circle, resulting in more money for
Watkin's company.

The work of completing the circle had been
made more expensive by the attempt of the
Metropolitan Board of Works to eliminate
the ventilation shafts in the streets through
which smoke and steam could escape from
the tunnels into the already polluted
atmosphere. Even with the shafts in place,
the atmosphere in the tunnels was
appalling. The specially designed
condensing engines were only partially
successful in reducing the volume of steam
emitted by the locomotives and did nothing
to eliminate the smoke that came from their
funnels. An early journey on the Circle
Line was described by the journalist R D
Blumenfeld as my first experience of
Hades ...The atmosphere was a mixture of
sulphur, coal dust and foul fumes from the
gas lamps so that by the time we reached
Moorgate I was near dead of asphyxiation

1 should think these underground
railways must soon be discontinued, for
they are a menace to health.

The solution to the problem was to be
found in electrification. However, in 1898
a Board of Trade committee enquired into
the state of the tunnels and was told that
550 passenger and goods trains were using
the system each day, all still drawn by
steam engines. Electrification of the Circle
would have to wait for the following
century. X

Next month: The Channel Tunnel
From Stephen Halliday's book Making the

Metropolis  available from Ottakar's
Bookshop.
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Grandiose Garden

Statues, ornaments,
fountains & architecture

Bronze, marble and iron
Life-size and distinct

01869 329932

info@grandiose-garden.com

Are you working your money hard enough?
¥our Mortgage

* Are sune you aren't being changed oo
miuach for your potentially biggest debi?

Four InBuUrance

¥ Hawe you chackad 1hat all your inSurance
pramiums ane bl good value?

* Do you have suffickant cover for you and
wour family?

Your Pension

< Mg you mhnﬁlh&- right plans for funding
YOUr retinamen

Your Savings

+ Mg you happy that your savings are right for
your cument needs and future chjectives?

I you @en T cartan on all the answans b thess gueslions, why nol ask o local IFA b check for ywou 88 no obligation

Financially Prudent (IFA) Ltd, 243 common Road, Kensworth, Beds, LUS 2PW

Telephone - 011582 BT3339, email advico@finpru.com o vist www, linpru.com to find oul moes aboul us
An Apporied Representatveg of Virkusl Mel (Eusspe pic wiech i solSormed and Euy T | Aufhorty

Yot ol of Py prosfuccts il Banvices e S e Seguisied by B Firdnoil Sereced Authority




n our cover this
month is a
photograph of the font in
All Saints' Church. From
the beginning, baptism

THE GVIFT OF
FRANCIS
WETHERID EsSQvi*

Charles during the
Commonwealth. In the
Baptismal Register for
St Peter's for that period,
among the very few

has been central to the
beliefs and practice of the
Christian Church. In the

A note on fonts by
Christopher Green

entries that are recorded
are the children of
Francis Wethered. The

early centuries, baptism
was often by total or partial
immersion, either in a river or a
lake or in an artificial pool
within the church building or, in
the case of some great churches
and cathedrals, in a separate
building - the baptistry.
However by the tenth century,
baptism as we know it - by
pouring water over the head of
the person being baptised - was
normal and upstanding fonts
became the normal form.

The font at All Saints' was
originally in St Peter's Church.
Norris in his book on the church
reproduces a water colour
sketch, still in the St Peter's
archives, showing the font in the
old south porch. Norris tells us that the
south porch was arranged as a baptistry
from 1820 to 1870. When Butterfield
restored the church in the 1870s, the old
south porch was destroyed, the present font
was placed in the nave, where it remains,
and the old font was moved to the north
transept. In 1906 it was removed to the
new church of All Saints'. It is not an
ancient font. On the rim is the inscription

THE GVIFT OF FRANCIS
WETHERID ESQVI® 1662

Francis Wethered was Controller of the
Works to Charles II, an alderman of
Berkhamsted and owner of the Ashlyns
estate. As a Court official he would
certainly have known John Sayer, the
King's Master Cook who was the tenant of
Berkhamsted Place. Perhaps they
sometimes commuted together on the
coach to London. Unlike John Sayer,
Francis Wethered was not in exile with

Wethered family was not
always on good terms with the
Church. Among the parish
records, now at County Hall,
we have glimpses of a dispute
culminating in the
excommunication of Francis
Wethered, probably the
father of Francis the donor of
the font. In 1637 he had to
answer 'in the Archdeacon of
Huntingdon's court
concerning alleged non-
payment of rate for the repair
of the church'. No doubt the
grounds for his
excommunication. His answer
appears to have satisfied the

Font remnant at All Saints’ Archdeacon, as the records

also include his Release from
Sentence of Excommunication.

What about a font at St Peter's before
1662? There is a tantalising clue. Cobb
in his History and Antiquities of
Berkhamsted, writing about St Peter's
refers to 'a remnant of a very interesting
ancient font'. Norris subsequently records
that this remnant was built into the
chancel wall of All Saints' church. And
there you can still see it - a fragment of
the upper part and rim of a round font
with a zig-zag moulding above an arcade
of intersecting round-headed arches. In
form and decoration it looks very
Norman and too early to be contemporary
with the earliest work at St Peter's, of
thirteenth century date. Could it have
belonged in an earlier church on this site
and been retained because of its
sacramental importance to furnish the
new building? Is there any other evidence
for an earlier building on the site of St
Peter's? <~
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At the Natural History
Museum in London,
in one of the sections,
it is possible to
experience an
earthquake. The floor
starts to shake, the
walls vibrate and on
the monitor screen
you can observe a
film of a shop in Japan that was devastated
in twenty seconds of powerful shuddering.
Geologists are able to show us that mild
earth movements take place quite regularly
and even unnoticed, but the impact and
scale of major tremors, as experienced last
year in Pakistan, was brought home in a
small and controlled way by the display in
the museum.

There are contrasting descriptions in the
Gospels of the first Easter morning.  St.
Matthew tells us that there was a great
earthquake, and an angel came from
heaven, rolled back the stone and then sat
on it. The appearance of the angel resulted
in the guards collapsing with fright, while
the women who have come to the tomb are
instructed to tell the disciples that Jesus
has been raised from the dead. This makes
an interesting comparison with St Luke,
where two of the disciples decide to walk
to Emmaus and conclude the day with
supper.  Whilst they discuss what the
women have told them, the impression is
given that the news is very interesting, but
it will not interfere with their travel and
eating arrangements. It is only when they
recognise Jesus in the breaking of the
bread that they decide to head back to
Jerusalem. Initially, they carry on as if the
world has not changed and will continue
on as it has before. St Matthew is more
forthright. Easter represents an earthquake
in the world in which everything has been

Northchurch & Wigginton

shook.  Something dramatic and life
changing has taken place.

Easter is an invitation to see everything
around us from a new perspective. The
Gospels share the conviction that when the
stone was rolled away we were given a
glimpse of a new world, in which death
has been overcome and does not have the
last word. God has raised Jesus from the
dead and the world therefore can be seen
in a new way. It is an earthquake that
does not destroy and bring chaos, but
rather, offers new starts, reconciliation,
forgiveness and peace. = Whether we
experience this as a mild tremor, in which
nothing much changes, or as an
earthquake that turns us upside down, is
left open ended. For the disciples, a
relationship that had been broken by death
was now restored, and nothing could ever
be the same again. X

http://www.stmarysnorthchurch.com

SIMPLE LUNCHES
St Mary’s Northchurch

Served in the Parish Room

Every Thursday
12:15 to 1:00pm

Anyone is welcome
to attend




notes&notices

LOW VISION EXHIBITION

Hertfordshire Society for the Blind is
holding an exhibition of equipment of
interest to those with low vision. The
event is on Tuesday 9" May from
10:00am to 3:00pm in the British Red
Cross Hall, Faversham Close, Tring
(pedestrian access through Frogmore
Street car park). Come and explore a wide
range of equipment specially designed for
leisure, home and office - desktop and
portable video magnifiers, computer
software, scanners, writing aids, kitchen
equipment, memo recorders, telephones,
clocks and watches.

HERTFORDSHIRE ARCHIVES

Hertfordshire Archives and Local
Studies' (HALS) are holding an Open Day
on Sunday May 14™ 2006 at the County
Hall in Hertford. The event is entitled
Town Jewels. Tt will feature some of the
most exciting documents relating to
Hertfordshire's oldest towns, such as
Watford, Bishop's Stortford Hitchin,
Hertford, St Albans and Berkhamsted . An
exhibition will feature New Towns and
Garden Cities. Tours, displays and talks
will feature on the day. For further details
telephone 01438 737333, ask for the Local
Studies Library or look on our website :
http://www.hertsdirect.org/hals

books, and baby equipment as usual will
add to the opportunity for money-saving
bargains.

We hear we are to have mandatory water
meters, at least in Dover and Folkestone.
What a hardship that our piped and
purified water should be metered! In
many countries, African in particular,
droughts can last for years and water is
just not available, or disease bearing.

One of Oxfam’s specialities is water
projects in drought stricken countries.
When you donate to the sale, or buy from
it, you are helping Oxfam to help the
victims of drought, and its resulting
poverty. Your bargain buys can save
lives.

Please don’t forget May 3™ Come to the
Civic Centre and help the Oxfam
volunteers
MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY.
Donations and help would be very
welcome. Why not drop into the shop
and see what you can do as one of the
Oxfam team?

ED: Water meters are compulsory in our
area when a property changes hands.

OXFAM MAKES MUSIC

OXFAM 22ND CHILDREN’S
WEAR EVENT

Don’t miss it at the Civic Centre,
Berkhamsted. on May 32006, 9.00 -
11.30 am. An amazing collection of
quality clothes will be on sale, donated by
Berkhamsted Mums and prepared to as-
new condition by an increasing team of
supporters.

Spring is with us. Clothes for spring and
summer, for babies to teens, for girls and
boys, will be sold at bargain prices. Toys,

Spring is in the air and the sound of music
is issuing from the Oxfam shop on
Berkhamsted High Street. A recently
launched section devoted to music of all
kinds has already proved popular and
caters for all tastes from Classic to
Country Rock. There are also DVDs and

videos including popular children’s
classics.
Oxfam’s own range of CDs from

Bollywood to Salsa offers an interesting
and unusual variation.

But more stock is urgently needed so
please spring-clean those collections and
turn those surplus CDs and DVDs into
trees, seeds and hoes to help some of the
world’s poorest families.
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St Peters Church Berkhamsted

Eastertide Service of
Thanksgiving &
Commemoration

N T A Y for departed friends and family

= A "-fi?"'{./ - 6pm Sunday April 30th

T 20 2 N\ stPeters Church
eIl D 3 7M"-,E} Ereag&er The Revd John
e -] | L acPherson
iy ,EJ ilmf 3 All Welcome
::if ' p ,,?i{’ > Transport available contact
1‘: bk 'Za\ L. June Haile 01442 873087
ARy W L
o w;ﬂi';i-..é.-nr'-lﬂ"ﬂ
Been to the
Post Office?
Next stop =
the Bookshop ...... = —
then coffee

to recover

AW =

INN A Christian Centre at 268 High Street

Telephone: Coffee Shop B64751, Bookshop 870768
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notes&notices

BERKHAMSTED CASTLE WI

We were welcomed by Joy

Lovell, Joint President and

Janet Mitchell, Secretary to our

March meeting and on such a

cold afternoon it was pleasant to

be among friendly faces once
again. They took us through the business
part of the meeting and mentioned
forthcoming events taking place in our
Group.

Our speaker this month was Julia
Marriage who recalled her memories of
her life growing up on a farm in Risby in
rural Suffolk, a village famed for a
notorious murder! A book relating the
gruesome details was on display for us to
peruse. An appreciation was given by
Janet Mitchell. During teatime the raffle
was drawn and the competition judged for
an item made of straw. Our next meeting
is on 7" April at the Court House at
2:00pm when we celebrate our 17"
birthday. Perhaps you would like to come
along and join us.

TUESDAY CLUB

Our AGM on 7™ March began with a glass
of sherry and was followed by coffee,
cakes and an entertaining talk entitled 7he
Byways of Berkhamsted by Jenny How.
Her wonderful slides showed well known
landmarks of our town and revealed many
hidden delights that could only be found
by exploring unfamiliar pathways. We
must get out of our cars and walk!

BATRICARS AT ASHRIDGE

THE ST PETER’S AND ALL SAINTS’
GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORT GROUP

May we help? Would you like to share the
pain of bereavement or loss, whether
recent or not, with someone who will
listen and be there for you? Would you
like to join our monthly Lunch Group? If
so please call June Haile (873087),
Thelma Harris (865785) or Sylvia Banks
(871195).

Did you know that Ashridge National
Trust have had Batricars for the disabled
for nearly fifteen years? They are opposite
the café, near the Monument. The fleet of
ten consists of double seaters and single
seaters. They operate every day Monday
to Friday: 1-5 pm; weekends and Bank
Holidays: 12-5 pm. No bookings before
2:00pm. To book ring 01442 851227.
Probably only necessary for weekends and
Bank Holidays, unless we have hot sunny
weather this summer! They are FREE but
a donation is appreciated for maintenance.

For Sale - For an asking price of £1,250
we have a nearly new single seater that is
unsuitable for our two trails. (Price when
new - £2,995) For further details call
Graham Maxfield (01582 661978)

FRIENDS OF ASHRIDGE

BERKHAMSTED TOWN COUNCIL

CORRECTION
The date of the Annual Town Meeting was
incorrectly advertised in the March review.
The Annual Town Meeting will be at the
Civic Centre on Thursday 6™ April at
7:30pm.

Why not take a Gentle Stroll with Brian
and Sian Barton who will lead the first of
this season's two hour informal walks

on Wednesday 12™ April at 11am.

Meet at Ling Ride car park, off Beacon
Road. (Map ref.SP 982 143).

Or join a Walk and Talk with Ashridge
Estate nature experts on Tuesday 2 May
at 7pm to enjoy The Woods at Bluebell
Time. Meet at the Visitor Centre.
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April

SUN St Peter’s 8:00am Eucharist

9:30am Sung Eucharist
6:00pm Evensong

All Saints’ 2 8:00am Holy Communion — Methodist led

10:00am Morning Worship — Methodist led
9™  9:30am Blessing of Palms and procession to St Peter’s
10:00am United Sung Eucharist at St Peter’s — Anglican led
16™ 10:00am All Age Communion — Methodist led

23" 10:00am Morning Worship — Anglican led
30™ 10:00am Holy Communion — Methodist led

All services at St Peter’s unless otherwise indicated MP = Morning Prayer EP = Evening Prayer

MON MP 8:45am EP 5:00pm Eucharist 9:15am

TUE MP 8:45am EP 5:00pm Eucharist 9:30am All Saints’

WED MP 8:45am EP 5:00pm Eucharist 8:00am

THU EP 5:00pm Eucharist 11:00am (Fr Michael’s day off)

FRI MP 8:45am EP 5:00pm both churches Eucharist 9:15am

SAT MP 8:45am both churches EP 5:00pm Eucharist 9:15am

1"Sun  SUNDAYS TOGETHER LUNCH 12:30pm Court House
For anyone on their own on a Sunday. Contact: Joan Morris (863780)

3" Mon
Tue
Tue
Tue

1" Tue
3" Tue
4" Tues

Wed

3" Sat

GRIEF & LOSS SUPPORT VISITORS GROUP 7:45pm Court House
Contact June Haile (873087), Thelma Harris (865785) or Ruth Treves Brown (863268)
HILLSIDE GROUP: 8:00pm at 22 Upper Hall Park for bible study.
Contacts: Rob & Julie Wakely (875504)
CHUCKLES PARENT & TODDLER GROUP:: 10:00-11:30am A/l Saints’ Church Hall
Song Time or Short service as announced. Jenny Wells (870981)
ST PETER’S CHOIR Children 5:15 to 6:15pm St Peter’s
Contact: Adrian Davis (864722) or Jean Wild (866859)
TUESDAY CLUB 8:15pm A lively women’s group with guest speaker Court House
Contact chairman Val Atkinson (866792) or secretary Joan Gregory (864829)
MOTHERS’ UNION: meets in members’ houses at 8:00pm.

Non-members always welcome. Contact: Kathie Lally (863526)
MOTHERS’ UNION PRAYER GROUP: 2:00pm 17 Shaftesbury Court.
Tell us if anyone needs our prayers. Contact: Jenny Wells (870981)
JULIAN MEETING: meets about twice a month atJenny’s 57 Meadow Rd
All are very welcome at 11:30am as arranged or at Ruth’s I Montague Rd

Contact: Jenny Wells 870981 or Ruth Treves Brown (863268)
PATHFINDERS GAMES CLUB 7-8:30pm . (yrs 5-8) Jimmy Young (384929)
All Saints’ Hall
GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORT Lunch at 12:30pm for those who have been bereaved.
Contact Thelma Harris (865785)
HOME GROUP: 8:00pm on 2nd & 4th Thursdays.  Contact Linda Bisset (862115)

TE’S  (Youth club for yr 9+) 7-9pm Jimmy Young (384929) Court House
BELLRINGING: 8:00pm Priscilla Watt (Captain of the Tower) (863804) St Peter’s
LITTLE FISHES PARENT & TODDLER GROUP: 9:30-11:30am Court House

Weekly meetings with a short service 1st Fri in St Peter’s (10am)
Nicole Addy-Varndell (864094)
ST PETER’S CHOIR: Children 7:00-8:30pm, Adults 7:30-8:30pm. St Peter’s
Contact: Adrian Davis (864722) or Jean Wild (866859)
ABC PRAYER BREAKFAST: 8:00am for breakfast & prayers. Various local churches



Please see opposite for a full list of services at St Peter’s and All Saints’ churches.

April
Sun 2
% Fri 7
@ Sat 15
2 Sun 23
Tue 25
\ Sun 30
: May
H Fri 4
Mon 8
Tue 9
4 Sun 14
Sat 20
Tue 23

10:45am Annual Parochial Church Meeting..................... St Peter’s
10:00am Little Fishes Service........c.cocveevvieenrieeeceeeeiieenne St Peter’s

9-16 April Palm Sunday, Holy Week & Easter Day details page 19

8:00am Association of Berkhamsted Churches

Prayer Breakfast ..........c..cccvevnnnne. All Saints’
Area Elections after the main morning
SEIVICES....ervvemrerneenn at St Peter’s & at All Saints’

10:15am Chuckles Service Breakfast by the Lake.......... All Saints’
4:00pm Children and Communion group Service

with Parents and Godparents................ All Saints’

6:00pm Service of Thanksgiving and Commemoration
for departed family and friends ................. St Peters’
10:00am Little Fishes Service........ccccevverereenenienenneenen. St Peter’s
8:00pm Eucharist with Prayers for Healing..................... St Peter’s

10:15am Chuckles Service The House on the Rock ......... All Saints’
10.00am Children’s Society BERKHAMSTED WALK

sets out from ...........ceeeeeneenns The Court House

6:00pm Choral Evensong...........ccccecvvvvvvenvercieenieenieenens St Peter’s
8:00am Association of Berkhamsted Churches

Prayer Breakfast.........cccccocvevceiincenn The Way Inn

10:15am Chuckles Service Our Hidden Friend............... All Saints’

notes&notices

BERKHAMSTED CITIZENS’ DACORUM LIVE!

ASSOCIATION

London Mozart Players at the Centenary

Bricks: Restoring the Past - A talk by Hall, Berkhamsted Collegiate School,

Nick Siney of Meadham’s Farm
Brickworks, Ley Hill. April 6™at 8:00pm

King's Campus - Friday 21* April at
7:30pm. Programme includes Symphonies
nos 39 and 41 and Piano Concerto no 27.

in the Sessions Hall, Berkhamsted Town  Tickets £14 and £12. from the Civic
Hall. Visitors £2 at the door. Centre, Berkhamsted and at the door.
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factfile

St Peter's

Sunday school and Pathfinders run from 9:30am to 10:30 in the Court House
(next to the church in the High Street). Sunday School caters for 4 to 10 year
olds, Pathfinders from 10 years upwards. Contact Sally Emery (870656) or
Stephen Lally for Pathfinders (863526).

Creche is available at 9:30am for under 3's. Parents are most welcome to use

this facility in the Court House. Please contact Nicola Beadle (874538)

All Saints'

The Anglican and Methodist children meet together on Sundays at 10:00 am
as Explorers, in four age-groups: Trekkers 3-5 years, Hikers 5-8 years,
Climbers 8-10 years and Pathfinders 11 years onward. Contacts: for
Explorers—Carenza Wilton (875147), for Pathfinders—Penny O'Neill (843422)
or Rebecca Judd (865691). Créche is available at the same time for children

under 3. Contact: Vicky Drury (384794).

Youth Groups

TEs for Year 9 up meets each Thursday at 7pm to 9pm in the Court House

Contact Jimmy Young (384929)

Pathfinders games club meets 7:00-8:30pm each Wednesday in All Saints’

Hall. Contact Jimmy Young (384929)

David Pearce reflects

This used to be the time of the crocuses
around the churchyard lime.
Four years ago I wrote this.

The Lime Tree

Every day

Throughout the year

I walk your way -

Quite deliberately

Out of my own way -

A voyeur, just to stare,

See how you fare;

Just to hear the sun
Sighing through the open arches,
Windows of your branches,
Before you draw a trace
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poetry

Of green and modest lace

To hide your loveliness

While you decide the dress
That you will wear

For the year's tomorrow.

My step is Spring, and March is
The music that I follow.

All these, and Beauty - reasons
To employ some loving art
That, through each season's
Stage will hold your image
Before my eyes,

Enfold it in my heart.

Today especially, for you rise
Naked slim, amid the spindrift
Circle of your white and purple
Crocus shift.

St David's Day 2002



General

St Peter’s

All Saints’

contacts

The Revd Dr Michael Bowie, Team Rector, The Rectory, Rectory Lane (864194)
(day off Thursday)
The Revd Prof. Luke Geoghegan (NSM), 16 Gravel Path, (866361)
The Revd Canon Basil Jones (Hon.Asst.Priest), 17 Lochnell Road (864485)
Christina Billington (Diocesan Lay Minister), 13 Ashridge Rise (385566)
Marjorie Bowden (Reader), 16 Broadwater (871283)
Joan Cook (Reader), The Gardeners Arms, Castle Street (866278)
John Malcolm (Reader), Landswood, Shootersway (874993)
Jenny Wells (Reader), 57 Meadow Road (870981)
Parish Administration: Jean Green, The Parish Office, The Court House (878227)
Stewardship Recorder: Miles Nicholas, 46 Fieldway (871598)
Churchwardens: Carole Dell, 4 Clarence Road (864706)
Tracy Robinson, 36 Trevelyan Way (863559)
Parochial Church Secretary: Pat Hunt, 11 The Firs, Wigginton (822607)
Council: Treasurer: Michael Robinson, 36 Trevelyan Way (863559)

Director of Music: Adrian Davis (864722) stpetersberkhamsted.org.uk

Asst. Director of Music: Jean Wild (866859)
Organist: Jonathan Lee (0794 1113232)

Weddings and Funerals,

Banns of Marriage and

Baptisms: Fr Michael Bowie (864194)

Bellringers (St Peter’s): Priscilla Watt, 11 Cavalier Court, Chesham Road (863804)

Choirmaster: Peter McMunn (874894) .
All Saints’ is an Anglican / Methodist Local allsaintsberkhamsted.org.uk

Ecumenical Partnership.
Methodist minister: The Revd Paul Timmis, 32 Finch Road (866324)

What & Where in St Peter’s? Answer to March’s
What & Where in St Peter’s?

Answer next month An iron reinforcing band on the West door

Published by Great Berkhamsted Parochial Church Council

Printed by TF Services, 29 Longfield Road, Tring, Herts, HP23 4DG (828254)
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PROFESSIONAL

CLEANING SERVICES

Professional training and constant high standards are put
into place in every home.

We always make sure we do the best job possible

Maintaining a standard that others find hard to achieve

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

WE OPERATE AN HONEST PRICING PROMISE. THERE ARE NO
HIDDEN COSTS OR FANCY SALES GIMMICKS. PRICES INCLUDE
EVERYTHING TO GET THE JOB DONE PROPERLY.

WE ALWAYS GIVE A FULL, FREE, NO-OBLIGATION SURVEY &
QUOTATION PRIOR TO CARRYING OUT ANY CLEANING. WE
DON'T GIVE PRICES OVER THE TELEPHONE. ACCURACY AND
YOUR SATISFACTION IS VERY IMPORTANT TO US. WE ALWAYS
MAKE SURE WE CAN CLEAN SAFELY AND TO THE HIGHEST
STANDARDS. WE ARE OF COURSE FULLY INSURED; OUR
BUSINESS IS BASED ON HONESTY & SATISFACTION. A LARGE
PERCENTAGE OF OUR WORK COMES FROM REFERRAL &
RECOMMENDATION.

WINDOW & CONSERVATORY

CLEANING
REGULAR MONTHLY CLEANING AVAILABLE
USING PURE, HEATED WATER THROUGH WATER FED POLES
~ MAKING STREAKS AND RUNS A THING OF THE PAST! _5'
SAFE, MODERN, INDUSTRY APPROVED TECHNIQUES WITHOUT k===
THE USE OF LADDERS, FULL INSURANCE, TRAINING AND HIGH if 'I' e Tl |
STANDARDS. FREE QUOTATION AVAILABLE. e

PATIO & DRIVEWAY CLEANING

- 4, »o KEEP YOUR PATIO AND GARDEN LOOKING CLEAN & TIDY
"% J s 4. | FOR INSTANT KERB APPEAL. REDUCE THE DANGERS OF
p— M"\” SLIPPING IN THE WET OR WINTER WEATHER BY REMOVING
lallil | 111543 MOSS AND OTHER DEBRIS. BRING COLOURED PAVING BACK
wmom s TOLIFE.
MAKE YOUR HOUSE STAND OUT FROM THE CROWD!

FREE QUOTATIONS & FULLY INSURED.
TO BOOK A FREE QUOTATION FOR ANY SERVICE PLEASE CALL NICOLA ON:

01442 250679 (7am — 7pm 6 days)

Murray’s Cleaning Services

Let us take care of the cleaning so that your free time is leisure time
www.murrayscleaningservices.co.uk
19 Broom Hill, Hemel Hempstead




