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John Tabor writes about the
FULL CYCLE OF THE
EMOTIONAL SEASONS

What a glorious summer! Day after
day of unbroken sunshine. Instead of
the usual jokes about 'rain stopping
play', many of us were confiding to
each other that 'the heat does not really
suit us'. The summer seemed as if it
was never going to end, but inexorably
the sun sank more quickly in the
evenings, suddenly it was dark at 7.30
pm, the robin's song took on its autunl-
nal whistle, and there was a welcome
nip in the air. The year was swinging
round, and not even the possibility of a
late Indian summer would stop it.

The Bible is full of allusions to
times and seasons, seedtime and
harvest. Two thousand years ago men
and women lived so much closer to the
soil. Their very survival depended on
the regularity of nature, and it was
invariably threatened, if the seasons
did not follow their regular pattern,
and drought or storms damaged their
crops.

We in the western world have
inevitably lost the rhythm of the
seasons.  With central heating, air
conditioning in the car, and warm
light-weight clothing, it doesn't seem
to matter if it's December or August.

The frozen peas will be in the
supermarket all the time, the imported
courgettes and the ever present
tomatoes will be flown in from Spain,
the Canaries and from many other
exotic places, whatever the time of
year.

Whilst such luxuries are becoming
commonplace, many of us have
memories of sprouts only really being
ready after the first frost, of
chrysanthemums providing brilliant
colour in the autumn flowerbeds, and
not masquerading as spring flowers in
pots or floral displays, and of
strawberries in June being a rare and
unique treat.

With the seemingly continuous
availability of the fruits of the earth we
have lost a valuable living parable -
everything has a time and there is a
season for everything. It is not just in
relation to food either that people
notice the change. As a society we
have become demanders of ‘eternal
summers'. The childless require
children, the sick require complete
cure, the old require prolonged youth,
and we all require the complete
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insulation against the harsh realities of
life which we imagine money can buy.

All these requirements may be
good in themselves, but they are gifts,
and not rights to be demanded and
fulfilled, sometimes at the expense of
others. When they cannot be bestowed
upon us the reaction can be disturbing,
for social unrest and personal despair
often stem from our inability to accept
the fact that we cannot live in an
eternal summer of personal satisfaction
and pleasure.

The older members of our society
have very different memories of
weathering storms of hardship and
deprivation. It may well be that as a
result their lives are richer and better
integrated than those of succeeding
generations. Nobody goes looking for
the harsher experiences of life, but
inevitably they await us all in the end.
Working through, rather than skirting
round such experiences and attempting
to avoid them, is what shapes and
moulds our characters, and, if we have
faith, brings us nearer to God our
Father. It is in the bad times, the times
of emotional turmoil or physical
'buffeting', that we need and feel his
presence. Paradoxically such times are
opportunities for personal growth,
rather than penalties or times of
inevitable impoverishment.

Fear of the winter's coming will not
only spoil the days of sun-tmer, but it
will also lead to a one-dimensional
view of life. As human beings we
need the full cycle of emotional
seasons and varied experiences, it we

are to come to maturity and develop a
true understanding of life and its
ultimate purpose. If the seed does not
fall into the earth, if the rains fail, and
there is no warmth from the sun to
germinate it, there will be no harvest.

As the author of Ecclesiastes wrote
long ago:

For everything there is a season, a
time for every matter under heaven: a
time to be born and a time to die, a
time to plant and a time to uproot, ... a
time to tear down, and a time to build
up, a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance.

DON'T JUMP
TO CONCLUSIONS!

The appearance of an article by the
Rector of Northchurch as the lead item
in this month's Review does not mean
that there has been an attempted take-
over of the parish of Great
Berkhamsted by our neighbours. Itis
rather an acknowledgement of the
constant goodwill towards this parish
and support for your magazine which
John Tabor has given over many years.

Meanwhile our churchwardens, as
reported last month, continue to press
towards a firm outcome of the process
of selecting a new rector for
Berkhamsted. They remain hopeful
that an announcement will not be
unduly delayed.
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BERKHAMSTED

Telephone numbers to ring for times of services, etc.

1. Northchurch Baptist
Mrs H Blundell Berk. 875021
2. St Mary's Northchurch Rev J Tabor Berk. 865312
Mr W Frew Berk. 864368
3. All Saints' Anglican
Mr John Malcolm Berk. 874993
4.  Methodist All Saints' Rev. Nicholas Patterson Berk.866324
Mrs Ida Rance Berk. 865829
5. Sacred Heart (RC) Father V Commerford Berk. 863845
Mr J McLellan Berk. 871818
6. Society of Friends Robert Ward Berk. 864404
7. Kings Road Evangelical Pastor Billy Milton Berk. 876917
Mr J Rainey Berk.866315
8.  United Reformed
Mrs D Bahadur Berk. 871107
9. St Peter's
Rev J Macpherson Berk. 866262
10. Berkhamsted Baptist Rev James K Neve Berk. 873283
Mrs J lvin Berk. 865309
11. St Michael & All Angels Rev S Breukelman Berk. 865100
Sunnyside Mrs T Gibbs Berk. 863266
12. St John the Evangelist Rev S Breukelman Berk. 865100
Bourne End Mrs M Ireland Berk. 865098
DAVID GIDDINGS
K.D. WRIGHT LANDSCAPES
INTERIOR and EXTERIOR it
AINTING AND Quialified Plantsman
DECORATING Garden Construction

CRAFTSMAN QUALITY

Berkhamsted Herts HP4 3JH

for the usual and unusual
ADVICE and FREE
ESTIMATE

24 Shrublands Avenue

Tel. 871846 (after 6pm)

Planting
Aftercare

Berkhamsted
Tel: 871018

Telephone: Berkhamsted (01442) 866305

INDEPENDENT
CO-EDUCATIONAL
DAY SCHOOL 2’:-18

Principal J.R.Adkins BSc (Hons) PGCE
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St Peter's With All Saints'

The Revd Canon Basil Jones, 17 Lochnell Road. Tel: 864485

The Revd Jim Lawrenson (Hon.Asst.Priest), Downside, 7 Torrington Road. Tel: 865999
The Revd John Macphersoh (Hon.Asst.Priest), 5 Kingsdale Road. Tel: 866262

The Revd Preb Stephen Wells (Hon.Asst.Priest), 57 Meadow Road. Tel: 870981

Miss Mariorie Bom7den (Reader), 18 Greenway. Tel: 871283

Mrs Joan-Cook (Reader), The Gardeners Arms, Castle Street. Tel: 866278

Tom Montague (Reader), 27 Hill View. Tel: 875320

Mrs Jenny Wells (Reader), 57 Meadow Road. Tel: 870981

Parish Secretary: Mrs Jean Green, 17 Cowper Road. Tel: 863241

Churchwardens
Christopher Green, 17 Cowper Road. Tel: 863241; John Banks, Ladybrand, Cross Oak Road. Tel: 871195

Parochial Church Council
Secretary: Alan Conway, 7 Kilfillan Gardens. Tel: 865798
Treasurer: Michael Roliinson, 36 Trevelyan Way. Tel: 863559

Services at St Peter's
Director of Music: Vaughan Meakins. Tel:01494 837412; Assistant: Mrs Jean Wild. Tel: 866859
Organist: Mrs Jean Cooper. Tel: 874088

Sundays Weekdays
8.00am Holy Communion Holy Communion
9.30am Family Sung Eucharist with Wednesday 6.45am

Creche & Sunday Schools (in Thursday  11.00am

the Court House) followed by Friday 9.15am

coffee in the Court House. Holy Days - see weekly Notices
11.15am Matins & Sermon (Ist Sunday only)  1st Monday in the month at 7.30pm, Holy
6.00pm Evensong & Sermon Communion & Service for Healing
(except Ist Sunday see All Saints') Matins & Evensong said daily

Confessions
After Saturday Evensong (5.00pm) or at other times by appointment.

Weddings, Banns of Marriage, Baptisms, Funerals
Please contact Revd Canon Basil Jones

Bellringers (St Peter's): Miss Priscilla Watt, 9 Kings Road. Tel: 863804

Services at All Saints' (shared with the Berkhamsted Methodist Church)
Organist and choir: Mrs Valerie McCalla. Tel: 871765

Sundays

8.00am Holy Communion (Ist Sun - Methodist)

9.15am Family Sung Eucharist & Sunday Schools, then coffee in the Hall

11.00am (Methodist Morning Service)

6.30pm Evening Service (list Sunday - Anglican rite, other Sundays Methodist rite)
Weekdays

Holy Communion: Tuesday 9.30am
Holy Days - see weekly Notices

Western Insurance

HOME * BUSINESS * MOTOR

1, LOWER KINGS ROAD, BERKHAMSTED HP4 2AE
TELEPHONE 866670 or 865877
* ESTABLISHED 1959 *

Published by Berkhamsted St Peter Parochial Church Council

Printed by the Rodway Press 01923 237155



